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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Official Report of the Tenth Session.) 

Volume LIX— No. 4. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 19th Match. 1941. at 4-4-’) p.m. 

Present: 

Mr S]R'akei (the Rou ble Sir MuHAMikiAi) Azizi'i- Hauuk, c.i.k., 
Khan Rahadur), in the ('hair, 8 Ilon'hle Ministers and 186 members. 


Situation at Dacca and Khulna. 

e 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, beloie we jn'oceed 
with to-da> .s business, may J refer, thnm^h you, to th(‘ HorCble 
('hief Minister the disquieting- reports that v\e are petting about the 
Dacca situation. Many members ot the llous<‘ are feeling very 
uncomfortable and miicli disturl)e<l b(*cause of the rtqiorts tba4 are 
cominp from Dacca and also from Khulna. \\v shall Ik* ver> much 
obliged if tlie Ron’bb' ('liief Minister enlightens the House as to the 
latest develojmient s of the situalicm so that \\v can }>ro(ecd to the 
normal business of the da\ aftei bearing him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: d'lie olhcial icjKjris are 
not \et cornplett', but i)o‘ latest lejiorl from private individuals goes 
to show tbal a huge portion (d' the t(>wn is under tire and at least one 
mosqm* has been almost deimdisbeil ami luo ot}n*rs have be<*n attacked. 
Kleven oi TJ i)ersims have been killed. Riil tbesf* are all from non- 
ofiicial sources Wv have n(»t got < om]»!el4- official reports 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, what about Khulna y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: At Khulna the situation 
IS .slightly fK*tter. almost under contnd. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[19th Mahch, 


STARRED QUESTION® 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Realisation of tola and abwabs in markets of BakarganJ district. 

M70. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in char^ife of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased lo state whether it is a fact that tola, ahwaha, etc., are realised 
on commodities and heads of cattle bought and sold in almost all the 
bazars and iuits of the district of Bakarganj ? 

{h) Is it a fact that an inquiry was held by the District Magistrate 
into the allegations of aggressions upon the dealers and buyers in the 
matter of realisation of tolas and nhirnhs at Hizla and Paterhat 
harulars ? 

(r) If so, what was the result ot the said inquiry ^ 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
the Governnuuit have taken or j)ropose to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes 

7'o/os an* TM'alised fr<un persons selling cominodities of an\ kind and 
cattle. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) As a result of the enciuiry the realisation of to/as for the deity, 
for Idivrmalf (i.e., sweeping the hat), and for the payment of landlord’s 
employees was abolished, llashil whi(‘h had j)reviously been levied on 
persons selling any commodity and cattle was reduced from 5 pies in 
the rujHM* to 2 pies, the latter charge being regarded as a fee for the use 
of the landlord’s market. 

(d) In the pre.scnt Session of this House I intend to introduce the 
Bengal Markets Hegulation Bill, and the honourable member will find 
that the Bill provides foi the fixing of justifiable charges and for the 
prevention of unjustifi(‘d exactions. Provision has also been made in 
the Budget for 1941-42 for a full enijuiry into the levy of tolls, ahivabs, 
etc., in the markets and hats of the Province. This will be necessary 
for applying the provisions of (he Bill if it becomes law. 

Dog racing at Behala. 

•171. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) De{>artment aware that advertisements 
regarding the dog racing at Behala are appearing in the Press for some 
time past? 
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(b) If 90, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Oovemment have taken or propose to take any steps to enable the dog 
racing and betting in connection therewith to be held at Behala? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the circumstances under which such steps 
htfv’e been taken ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o) Yes 

(b) Government is considering what action should be taken regard- 
ing dog racing at Behala. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
Hu(j is 111 tavonr of sanctioning dog racing at Behala P 


Mr. SPEAKER; That (luestion d»M*s not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to salute wlietber the Government have declared their inten- 
tion to sanction dog racing? 


TheHon’bleMr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Test relief work in oertain distriots of Western Bengal affeoted by flood 

and drought. 

•172. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the lievenue Dejnirtment aware that distress caused by 
drought and flood is prevailing in many districts of Western Bengal, 
especially in Birbhum, Burdwan and MidnaporeP 

( 6 ) Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state, district by district, 
the amount spent up to date in test relief work in the affected areas of 
those districts P 

•(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the distress jire vailing in 
Birbhum, Bui-dwan and some parts of Midnapore district is very acute? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (iovernment contemplate — 

(t) declaring those districts as famine stricken; and 

(ii) giving necessary relief from the famine insurance fund P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Sir BiJOy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Distress is prevailing in 
some parts of the district of Birbhum for want of timely rainfall. In 
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[19th March, 


Bome part« of the district of Burdwan there is some distress owing to 
partial failure of crops. In the district of Midnapore there was some 
distress in parts of Pataspur, Bhagwanpur and Nandigram thanas due 
to flood. 

(b) Birbhum — Ks.3d,8f)2 (up to 15th February, 1941); Burdwan — 
Its. 2, 080; and Midnapore — 118.4,000. 

(c) and (d) (^) In parts of the district of Birbhum scarcity has been 
declared. In the other districts the distress is not yet acute. 

(tV) Government will take necessary steps to deal with the situation. 

Withholding of a letter from a security prisoner by police. 

*173. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDER: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a letter written on the 2Uth December, 

1940, by security jirisoner Balm Pratap (liandra Majumdar 
of Hili (Hili), Dinajpur, now lodged in the Hijli Special 
Jail, to Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., ol Dinajjiur in 
the matter of Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, has been with- 
held by the police; and 

(t?) whether security prisoners are debarred from seeking redress 
of their economic grievances by bringing them to the notice 
of the memln^rs of the legislature? 

(5) If the answer to (o) (/) ih iri the aflinnative. will the Hon’ble 
Minister be ])leased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister (‘onsidering the desirability ol directing 
the polhie to allow Babu Pratnj) Ghandra Majumdar to correspond wuth 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a.. and other meml>er8 of the legislature 
on the Non--\gncultural Tenancy matter, in future? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in th<‘ negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleas(‘d to state the nni.son thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: u/i (p Such a 
letter, WTitten on the 19th (not 20th) December, was withheld by the 
police. 

(ii) I refer the honourable member to the statement of tlm Hon’ble 
Khw'aja Sir Nazimuddin on the 28th November in reply to the debate 
on the adjournment motion. 

(5) I refer the hommrable meml)er to the Bengal Security Prisoners* 
Buie 19, a copy of which is laid on the table. 

(r) No. 
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(d) Such correspondence is prohibited under the rule and ie not 
covered by the concession which my honourable colleague undertook to 
allow. 

Statement referred ta in the replx/ to clause {b) of starred question 

No. 173. 

A security prisoner may write tw’o and receive four letters a week 
subject to the provisions of these rules relatinp to examination and 
censorship. On urjfcnt occasions, c.jr., a death or serious illness in tlie 
family, this rule may he relaxed at the discretion of the Superintendent. 
The subject matter of all letters must be limited to private matters and 
there must he no reference to jail administration and discipline, to 
other prisoners or to politics. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the matter contained in the letter which waa 
p^ditical ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY • It was some- 
thing about the Tion-a^^ricultural tenanc\. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that* certain cases in reg-ard to non-agricult ural tenancy are pending 
before the (’ourt to which this ex-detenu is a party? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. w( have no 
.such information 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon ble Minister 
think it desirable to en(|uii<‘ int(» the matter as to whether this ex- 
detenu IS iiiterest(‘d in ceTtain cases regarding non-agricultural 
tenam x which are jiending before the Court ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; If necessary 
we shall, but I do not sfa* the connection between the hdter and the 
pending cases. In the lei ter, 1 do not think th<‘H<* cases w ere referred 
to or the prisoner waiiteil to gi^e any instruct ioTi tf> the honourable 
member as a lawver to take stej>s in the matter. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
of the full contents of the letter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The h •tter is not 
r.ere before me, but it deals with the general question about non- 
agricultural tenancy legislation. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the ex-rletenu is very much interested in this legislation 
because he is a party to such cases? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That naturally follows. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: ill the Hoii’ble Minister 

be jdeased to state whether, if m> lionourable friend Mr. Nishitha 
JNath Kundu assures him that an interview is necessary in connection 
with certain pending? cases, he will consider the desirability of arrang- 
ing? for the interview? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a 
hypothetical question. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: He is telling you 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He has not told 

me that. He lias simpls said that he is interested in non-agricul- 
tural tenancy legislation generally. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: No. no 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is what he 
told me. All of us are interested in some legislatif>n or other, hut 
that is no reason wh\ Government should allow correspondence to be 
carried on between a ]>risoner and a inemlnT of the Legislature outside 
the prison on that jiarticular subject. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: If discussion about legis- 
lation is necessary in connection with pending cases, will the Hon’ble 
Minister considtu* tlu* desirahilit^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is ahs(dutely hypothetical. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in that letter there was anything besides the 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I believe not. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state whether .security prisoners are not at all 
entitled to make an} communication they require to the Government 
departments or to the Legislature? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINCfl ROY: 1 don t think 
so. Here is the statement of in> honourable colleague the Home 
Minister in wliicli the concessions which are allowed to security 
prisoners are fully mentioned. 

^ Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the* Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state if within the prescribed number of letters 
allowed the sccuritN prisoners are entitled to send any communication 
addressed to a Oovernment department or to the Legislature or to a 
member tliereof without any let or hindran(‘e by the policed 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the state, 
ment it i.s mentioned that the subject matter of all letters must be 
limited to private business and there must 1 h‘ no reference to jail 
admini-st rati(ui and <liscipline, to other prisoners or to ])olilics. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the lion ble 

Mini stei be j)leased to slati* whethei the se(‘urit\ prisomus are not 
allowed to send an> communication on jail administration eitlu*r to the 
Hoirblo tli(‘ H om(‘ Minist(*r or 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a letter; that is an apjilit'ation to 
(Toverninen t . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: A communication 

contained in a lettiT addiwvssed to somebodx 1 used the word 

“communication ' ’ deliberately 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The point is 

this, that when voii talk of lett<*rs it means letters to jirivute indivi- 
duals; but when um t.ilk of memorials to (iovernment, that is a 
different matter. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR : 1 want to know 
whethei such letters or rejiresentations which were in the form of 
jietition.N oi letters adiln'ssed to members ol the Legislature as members 
will not be regarded as communications addr(*ssed to them in their 
official capacit\ as members of the Legislature drawing salary from 
the public excheijiier and forming a part of the government adminis- 
tration y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, that is 
not the interpietation id' the law, as 1 understand it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do I take it. Sir, 
that this is the di'cided interpretation of (Government or i.s it the 
Hon’ble Minister’s individual opinion!' 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. That is 
the int-erpretation by a per.son who is in a position to interpret the 
rules. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleasef] to state whether a security prisoner is entitled to write 
letters to a member of this Legislature in respect of certain legislative 
measures in which he is interested? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: \o. Sii 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
We MS members of the Ijegislature who constitute the Opposition as 
well as the other group who are supporters of Government are a part 
of tlus Government, and therefore any complaint fron) an\ jail or 
anyw'lK'ie else comings to us in our official capacity ought to be 
treated as addressed to the Government ot the countr>. I claim that 
privilege through you. 


Mr. SPEAKER: if >ou constitute the Government, wdj\ not ask 
the Gov(‘rmnent to change the rule.s? I f(‘e) these are matters which 
should ])e discussed in connection with the Privilege Bill which is 
coming up before the Hou.se. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 1 submit that we are being 
d(‘priv<Ml of our legitimate activity as members of this ijegislature, 
Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter whicli _\ou can discuss in the 
Gonimitt(H‘ of Privilege. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On the same point of 
privilege, may I ask you whether you. Sir. do not consider it aa 
SiH'akcr of this House to exercise your absolute right that any com- 
munii-atnui addres.sed to you as Sjieakei- should l>e deliveied to you 
without U‘t or hindrance and whether you do not consider that any 
member of the iiCgislature including the Speaker and the Ministers is 
entitled to ha\e such ietter.s delivered to him when the\ are addressed 
to him in his official capacity. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In a matter like this a (juestiou has arisen with 
regard to the communications of those members of the House who are 
now in prison. There have been letters addressed to me as Speaker 
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by .some members of this Hou.se now underjfoiu^ imprisonment, but 
unfortumitel\ in the absence of any statutory provision, 1 am helpless 
in the matter. I mler tiie rules now in force and circumstanced as we 
are, even the letter> written to me in my cajiacity a.s Speaker of this 
House are subjected to censorship. 1 have of course written to 
(Government that a matter like tliis .should be expedited and that there 
should be no avoidable dela\ in sending the letters to me. Oovern- 
ment have agreed to that. But .so tar as letters written to individual 
memlxu's ol this Hou.se are concerned, 1 am sorr\ 1, as Sjieaker of this 
House, cannot ]»ossibly interfere in the matter. 

Treatment meted out to persons detained under Defense of India Rules. 

M74. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased io 
state whether it is a fact that the prisoners detained now under the 
Defence of India Rules, without trial, in the Hijli, Presidency and other 
jails of Bengal are having the treatment eijuivalent to that of division 
1 and II convicts in jail? 

{h) If the answer to (u) i.s in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the difference of treatment meted out to the division 
I and II convicts and the prisoners detained in jail without trial under 
ihe Defence of India Rules in the matter of— 

(ii food; 

(ti) clothing; and 

(fti) facilities tor reading and writing 

(cf Has the Hon’ble Minister taken sleps to give belter treat m(*ni 
to the person^ detained without trial in jail in the matter of fo(Kl, 
clothing, sports and exercises, facilities for reading and writing than 
the convicts tried and convicted in the Court of Law? 

((h If so. what are they? 

(c> Is it u fact that on loiniei occasions svnli as between 1914-20, 
192d-2tS. J!K30-d(S, jM'i'sons who were <lelaine<l in jail wilhont trial rec(*i\ed 
better treatment in the matter of fo(»d, clothing, writing and receiving 
letters, sports and exerci.ses, than the prisoners detained without trial 
at the present time ? 

(/> If the answer to (d is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be plea.sed to state the rea.sons therefor? 

(fp Will the Hon’ble Miiii.ster be pleased to la\ on the table a copy 
of the rule.s for the treatment of the security prisoners under Defence id 
India Rules? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the treatment meted out to the prisoners detained with- 
out trial in 1914-20, 1923-28, 1930-38? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a) Persons 
detained under Defence of India Rule 26 are treated in accordance with 
special rules and receive treatment analogous to that of convicts in 
<livisionfi I and 11. Of these there are 7 in the Presidency Jail. At 
present there is no person detained under Defence of India Rule 129. 

(h) A statement is placed on the Library table. 

(c) and (d) A revision of the rules in these respects is under 
consideration. 

(c), (/) and (h) I do not consider that any useful purpose would 
1)6 served by this comparison. 

(//) I am not prepared to lay the rules on the table as they are under 
revision. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state ho\\ long lie will take in considering the revision of 
these rules Y 

The Hon*bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; That is very 
difficult tor me to .say, Sir. ()hvioiisl\ the question will he derided 
by the Hon ’hie Sir Tshi/.imuddin when he comes hack and we must wait 
till then. 


Members of Scheduled Castes recruited for Jute Regulation 
Department for certain districts. 

*175. Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) the number of officers re<'ruited from October, 1940, up to date, 
for the Jute Regulation Department for the districts of 
Pabna, Bogra. and Rajshahi; 

(h) their designations; and 

(c) the number of them that are from the Scheduled Castes of the 
said districts? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A statement is laid on 
the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, 175 ^ showing 
the number of officers recruited from October, 1940, up to date^ for 
Jute Reg^dation Department for Pahna, Bogra and Rajshahi 
districts. 



For Kajsliahi 
district. 

For Ilogra district, j 

For Pabna district. 

Designation of 
offioen recruited. 




1 



Total No. 
recruited. 

No. of 1 
Schedulcvd i 
Castes. 

Total No. 
recruited. 

No. of 
Scheduled 
Castes. 

Total No. 
recruited. 

No. of 
Soiled uled 
Castes. 

I. Camp Asmis- 
tante and 

P.L.A.'s, etc. 

190 

26 

143 

23 

198 

20 

II. Inspectors* 

6 

1 

4 

2 

6 

[ 

Nil 

III. Assistant 
Inspeoton.* 

26 

1 i 

20 

3 

26 

8 

IV\ Peons 

166 

23 

113 

11 

164 

21 


* N.B . — For thf u holo pr<)vin()0, tho iigiirc^K art' uh foIlowH: — 

ln8p<H'torH rt'cruiU»<l — 120, of which 20 are Scheduled tkwtcK, i.e., 2 in oxoew. 
Assistant Inspectors actually working— 692, of whom 80 are Scheduled CasicMi. 


Mr, MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: A« it has l)eon rfsported to me* 
that some Caste Hindus representing themselves as Scheduled Castes 
have managed to secun* some apjiointments, and in these (‘iron in stances 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am sorry, Mr. Sarkar. You first write out 

your question and then put it. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In these circumstances will the 
Hon 'hie Minister be plea.sed to direct the Department 

Mr, 8PEA^ER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARM A. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that Caste Hindus represent themselves as 
Scheduled Castes when a permanent vacancy occurs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not to my knowledge. 


Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be- 
pleased to make an enquiry whether there have been any such cases? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 am always prepared 
to make an enquiry. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which anawert were laid on tibe table) 

Honorary Magistrate in Dum Dum Independent Bench Court. 

64. Mauivi MD. IBRAHIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department aware that there are no Muslim Honorary 
Magistrates in the Dum Dum Independent Hench in the subdivision of 
Barrackpore, in the district of ^d-Parganas? 

(h) If so, do the (lovernnient consider the desirability of appcdnting 
a Muslim us an Honorary Magistruto in the (dace in the near future? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(h) Government will consider the matter. 

Dog racing at Behala. 

65. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Police) Department l)e jjleased to state whether the dog 
racing at Behala is continuing as before? 

(h) If the answei to (o) is in the negativt* uill tlu- llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the difference between ]»revious dog racing 
and the i)resent one? 

(rb If the answer to {«) is in the negative does th<* Hon’ble Minister 
contemi)late starting a test case under the Gambling Act? 

{(1) If the answer to (c) is in the negative will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

{!)) There is no totalisator or other 1 etting during the races. (The 
only interest by the public in the resiilt> of the races is by means of 
daily forecast competition.) 

(c) Tile matter is receiving Government ’> attention. 

{(h Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
answer {a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether dog 
racing is going on at Behala in any shajie? 



1941 .] 


DEUAXU FOR GKANT. 


13 


The Hon’bie Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not continuiug as 
before but under altered circuinstant'es. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Will the non hie 

Minister be pleased to state what is the distinction between totalisa- 
tion and forecast eomj)letion 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I (a^nfess 1 do not know, 
but 1 am told that one i> betting and the cither is not. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY; Will the Il n hie 

Munster he j>h‘ased to state whether any le^^al opinion has been obtain- 
ed with re^»‘ard to this imoliod o\ eninjiletion of forecast?' 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Le^al opinions have 
been taken, but tlo‘ o})ini(.ns difter and ih(‘ mattei is imdei the I'onsi- 
deratioii of (joverimient . 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: W.ll il,e ll n l ie 

Ministcu b(‘ ])leased in si, in* whethci theie is a st?nn^»’ ojunittn against 
d()^»- iacin;>- in oeiKUa] in wh.ilevei slnijie it ni.ix be*:" 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The .pinion is divided 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

29— Police. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sn. on t!if‘ nvonimenda- 

-ion of Ills hxctdb'llcN the (ioveinoi. 1 brj.; to move that a *'11111 oi 
Us. be ):iantc-d ioi expenditufe undeT tile liead “Jb-- 

[’olic'e. ” 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir. I beji;- to move tliaf 
die demand of IIs *J.‘Jt),dd. 011(1 foi exj»enditure tiinlcr the head 
“<30 — Police” be reiluced by Us lIMI 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to draw attention to the 
ioverument policy of incurring: extra expen.ses on account of the war 
iituation, or more correct 1\ on the jilea of the war situation. Sir, m\ 
mrpose in moving this motion is to draw the attention of the House 
0 the fact that at a time when, according to the existing <’ondi(jons 
irevailing in the countrv, the people have been impoveri.sLed to an un- 
)recedented degree it was expected that there should have* been greab^r 
2 



14 


DEMAND FOK GHANT. 


[ 19 th March, 


econoTiiy efterted in the administration of the province. Sir, here it 
will not be out of place to remind the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, who 
on behalf of Government has moved this grant this year, of the fact 
that it was one of the pledges that the members of this Government 
and particularly the Hon’ble the Chief Minister had given four years 
ago to effect economies in the administration. One of the assurances 
given was, with a view’ to effect such economy, that the salaries of all 
high officials tiould be strictly limited and that even the salaries of 
Ministers would not be more than Its. oOO per month, but in the course 
of four years w’e have seen that far from there being any serious 
attempt at ec(Uiomy being effected in the administration, more and 
more wastefulness has been encouraged and. Sir, the grants in the 
Jhdice Department, the increase of expenditure on a plea such as the 
necessities of the war situation, show’ how’ utterly reckless the (jovern- 
nient has been in respect of the assurance and promise about effecting 
economy. If there was anything for which the Government might 
hav<‘ justifiably asked for money on account of the w’ar situation, it 
W(»ul(l be lor tin* puijiose of hel])ing those sections of the ])o]uilace who, 
in direct and indirect ways, have been affected b\ the war. Sir, we 
find that the war situation has been pleaded for the ])ur])ose of incieas- 
ing the expenditure, not in thost* (b'partments or in those directions 
in which increase of expenditure might have been bcuieficial to the 
pe(tple, but the increase of expenditurt* has taken jilace in a direction 
w’liich has been and inon* progressively is being every day more ruinous 
to (»ur ]»eople. Sir, it is well known from Government's own admis- 
sion that the jieojile have been adversely affected directly on ac(*ount 
<if the war. Trices of commodities have risen, wages have either fallen 
or the cost of living has more stec‘})l_\ risen and untold suffering and 
hardship is being caused to the people. So, there has been a demand 
for war allowance. Jn those departments. Sir, we find that ik* such 
firovision has been made. In the whole of the budgetary proposals 
this year, one looks in vain for any cognizance being taken of any such 
requirements of the people which have been voiced either for dear food 
all(»w’ance or for war bonus to workers. No provision has been made 
for siK'h things. Dul, on the contrary, we find that the police grant 
has been increased on the plea of having to maintain law’ ami order. 
It has been a chronic state of affairs in this province that there has 
been an extraordinary heavy expenditure on police account. That 
has been the order of tlie day all along. Only for a short w’hile, that 
expenditure w'as cut down to some extent with the policy of releasing 
a large number of persons who were detained without trial for years 
and years; but what little good was done by the front door, the benefit 
of that was taken away by the back door again. We find that the 
plea of additional police expenditure being necessary has been held 
up with a view to increase police expenditure in the name of the war 
situation. 
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Now, Sir. on a previous oeoasioii it was pointed out before this 
H(»use that it was not a straightforward dealing, not a straight dealing 
that Government resorted to for the purpose of inereasing this ex- 
penditure. In tlie first instance they lield out the hope, the false hope, 
that these are extraoT dinary charges which were being imposed \ipon 
thti provincial levenues for the time being and would be recoverable 
from the Government of India. Sir, if any expenditure was necessary 
to be incurred for needs which were j)roperly sjieaking the needs of the 
Central (ioverument. then. Sir. the right cour.se for the Government 
of Bengal would have been in the interests of the p(‘oj>le to tell the 
Government of India forthwith that if such additional expenditure 
>hould be incurred then the Government of India must make advaiK'es 
before such ex]>enses were actually considered or incurred. Sir, we 
have heard that many schemes are not formulated or that formulated 
si hemes are not put into operation for want of funds. Could not the 
Bengal (iovernment, which comes forward time and again to raise* smdi 
a j)lea in rcNpect (d matters whiedi arc direct I\ b«‘neficial to the* pe(»ple, 
have possible told tlie (i(»vcrnnM*nt of India, — ^ — “For want eif funds 
we <{uin(»t satisfv \our (‘xtraordinarv and abnormal fancies about 
ti^liteiiing the* ])olice st ranghdodd oi e*.\panding tlo* apparatus of 
ie|>rt‘ssion in the name (»i law ami onlei. \V<* cannot simply do it.” 
If the* Gove'rnmeiit of India advane*ed that fund. the*n the* Gove*rnment 
of Bengal might have* con.sidcre*el in whiedi directiem to a]>ply that fund 
loi ihy ])urpose of ensuring law and order in its re*al se'iise*. What are 
the* faets, SirP On the one hand, ye»u are saying that as a re‘sult of 
the* war peeeple have bee*n adversely affee*ted in various w’a>s. For 
instance, our jute market has been cleeseel elown elirectly ami delib(*rntely 
not in the interest of the pe*oj)le, but in the inte‘rest of tlie* British w’ar- 
mongers. Our continental market has be*en cleesed. It was not im- 
possible to retain a very big propeutiein eif emr jute e*.\j»orf trmle. We 
could have retained that market. It was jamsible ti> transjeort those 
jut»* e*xports to difterent eountries in ships either under convoy or 
under neutral flags. Sir, England has been one of the minor custoim'rs 
of our export trade com])ared to continental countries. Tin* continental 
maiket ha.s been a market of much greater importanct* for India. Sir, 
directl\ in the interest oi the British (iovernment it was declared that 
the continental market should be stojiped. The Indian cultivator, the 
Indian produ(*er cannot send out his comiiiodities for exjiort to those 
places. Having done this, surely you take the resjionsibility for the 
consequence of your action. You ought to have realised that by that 
act of yours (*ertain loss would be impo.sed on the Indian producers of 
raw materials. Therefore, the normal thing for the Government of 
India,, the only natural thing for the Government of India and for 
the Government of Bengal would have been to iri-sist of the British 
(iovernment — “If you want us to assist you and help you by stopping 
our export even at the risk of considerable financial loss, then, very well, 
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as you are spending huge sums of money for war purposes, grant us 
a subsidy amounting to a few lakhs or a few crores of rupees, so that 
that subsidy might be given as a recompense to the affected producers. 
Sir, then there would have been no reason for .so much distress as has 
been imposed upon them to-day. This is the direct bearing of the 
war situation on Indian national economy, particularly on the financial 
condition of the people of Bengal. 1 ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister: 
Did the Government of Bengal even for a moment pause to consider 
any such proposal? Did the Government of Bengal even formulate 
any proposal to be presented to the (jovernment of India or through 
the (iovernment of India to the British Government with regard to 
some arrangement about recompense being granted to lho>e who would 
be directly affected by the closing down of the export trade? Sir. \ on 
know that in view of the war, in very large industries, in the whole 
marine transjxut industr\, all over England — all over the world — 
wages have been doubled, trebled and imueased many times ami tins 
has entaib‘(i additional (*\i)enditure. That exjienditure ha- been 
incurred because it was impres>ed u})on the (Tovernmeiit of ever\ 
country that unb*ss that additional exjienditure necessitated b\ the 
needs of the war were incurriMl b_\ tlH*m or some ju'ovision wa- made 
for that, Government could not get then service- and as-i-lanee. Evtai 
the j)atri(»tic Englishmen whose eounti> ha- been invaded do not help 
their own (i<»vernment t)»r nothing. Evi*n the ]»a1iiot]e Englishmen 
are getting gieattu’ n'compeiise in eveiy form ioi ever\ lo.-s imjmsed 
on tliem To ju>ison> detained without tiial, whose homes ai»^ suffeiing 
in eon, se(j lienee. \ oil an* slintin;.: about gianting sniall concessions In 
England, e\ei\ home. (‘Ver\ laniil\, evei \ child, who i- affeeteil b_\- 
an\ meinlx'r ol that tamil.\ goinj 4 to tin* wai or lo-ing hi- lite oi being 
incajiacitated, is assured in ad\an<‘e ol a giant toi the maiiitenaiiee ol 
that taniil\ The expendituie on that aenninl might g*-o up to an> 
amount 'Fhe British Government dart* not euitail that e\})eiidji me 
11 the wai situation needed incurnug additional expendituie, it wa- 
in this direction We find orders loi sandbags coming to the jute 
mills; we find even in this mui situatimi the extt'iit ol judfiteeiing 
increasing liom month to month. Irom \ear to \eai Wt* find war ha- 
given to these person.- a windfall of aiigmenttMl profit- 

(At this stage the him* light was lit ) 

Wh\ blue light so soon. Sir? 

Sir. tliat was the direction in which the Government might have 
given some thoug-ht for the jmrjmse ol effi'cting impiovemeiit b> an 
increase ol expenditure. But here what lia- been the effect ol this 
increased police grant? In the first place. Government have to aei*ept 
and acknowledge these two fundamental points: that if along with 
the beginning of the war. you find it so ver> difficult to maintain law’ 
and order inside the country by your normal machinery, then the only 
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inferenre for u** to draw i> that there is abiioriiiul restUKsnos-; in the 
(•oiintr\, ahnornial re>tle<;snes<< dirertly produced hv the eeoiioinie 
effeets of the war tor whi(di the British Government are directly respon- 
>ihle and to which the Ben^»-al (lovernment In their aiajuic'it'enct* are a 
]»art\ . (hily (Oi at'connt of calloiisnos on their part, the (iovernimoit 
havo tailed to ta« kle the ecomnnic ‘situation or t(» jrive any redress to 
nin aftiMted ])»‘o])le. The war has starte<l in tin* theatres of war and 
at the same time wai ha> >tarted a^Min>t (Oir people who have hetm 
thiown into greater niisi*ry and privation inside the country hy the 
rceklcs>iie>s <if the liritish (iovernmeiit. Thereiore. Sii, the (tovern- 
niciii, we find, are laced witli tlie projiosition of haviii^»- to fi^dit on 
twn tTonis, on the civilian front in the rear and on the war front 
outside. This ]>oliee ^rant is a conlesviou that India has not h(‘en a 
williiie jiartner in the war, althoii^li the (iovernmeiit ot Hen^'al have 
heeii a ]>art\ to de»*larin^' then adherence to the Ilritish ( iovernment s 
war a^iaiiist tin* will ot the peoph* 

<At this '.ta^'e. tilt* red lamji was lit ) 

Max I liiixe a little extt'n'ioii <4 time. Sir ^ 

Mti SPEAKERS It (‘xcixImmIx asks tor e\t<*nMon ot time, what am 

1 to th»!'' 'riiere are so manx speakers. 

Mr NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: You have heen ^-ood 

(Uioiio-h to allow extension ot turn* on verx inaiix occasions un(h*r 
tlifleitMit oiants. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I Hi ilniii^ lliat. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: I< is >uch a !on^ war and x on cannot tinisji H in 
a tew minutes. How lon^^ will >ou take to tinish!" 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: How much can you 
Kive.-" Please don’t think I am haioainmij. I think I shall he ahle 
to finish in a tew minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: This increase in police 
expemriture has heen devoted to increasing the staff of the extra- 
ordinary p(dice force in thi.s country. With the increu.se in the police 
force we have come to know of an increase of wanton ptdice interfer- 
ence with the rural people which had absolutely no justification. I 
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would liko to cite the case of Adampur iu the district of Burdwaii 
which is within the zemindary of one of the members of the present 
Cabinet. There, in October last suddenly we found the appearance 
of this extraordinary police, the stationing of the armed forces, and 
villagers were oppressed wholesale. In that village GOO cattle at least 
were seized by the police with a view to terrorise the general populace. 
About the incident at Adampur que.stions have been raised in this 

lIou.se. In Brahmanchak in the same month of October, October, 

w'hich seems to have assumed a significance on a world scale and is 
having its manifestations to-day also in Bengal, similar incidents have 
taken place. The name of Brahmanchak must figure prominently in 
public life and police admini.stration in Bengal. Lately , ii had been 
even regarded as a crime for any rural organiser or worker to bring 
to the noti(^e of Government itself cases of ill-treatment ot the jieople 
by the j)oli(;e or by the hu-al opjnessois. Sir. we find that section 144 
(d’ the Criminal Procedure Code (Hi top oi the Defence t»t India Act 
is being ]»romulgated on the jieople for no reason wliatsoever. Sir. in 
Brahmanchak the maimer in which th(‘ jiolice ])Ie^erved law and order 
could be demonstrated here by an exhibit which 1 wish to >how to the 
members of this House, tbi an<»ther occa-'ien 1 hiol an o})])oit unity 
to give a briei narrative of what hajqaoied in that place. J <lo not 
wish to re])eat what I said then. We v]^ited Biahmaiichak about 
three months ait(‘r the occurrence. We lound in eveiy }dace that law 
and order was establishtul by wlndesale jiillaging ol the villagei*^. All 
their j)roperties, the* meagn* j)roperties ot thi‘>e villagei>. were taken 
awa\ . The jOMijde were assaulted, as on one o( t asion ju'ojde wtue 
assaulted in Rajabazar, in their own llome^ at nicht time. 

1 had the oj)portunit\ ot visiting the homes ot the>e atte( t- 
ed p(‘o|)le and 1 have. Sir, in m.\ hand a ]»i(Me ot cloth ot 
a jieasant still stained with bbmd which would ^how wliat was 
dont‘ h\ the prdii'e tor maintaining law and (U'der in that area. This 
cloth might be taken note ot b> Government as evidence. I shall be 
])repared. if Government are willing to aci-ept it. to jiiesent tlii" cloth 
to them. So that they ma\ go and make an en(juir\ on the spot its^df 
and see the jU'ecise manner in winch law and order i" being maintaineil 
to-day. 

East but not the least, what i'. happening tii-day^ On the plea 
of law and order. Government are increasing the police grant 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I l>eg to move the 
motion that st^iuds ii. my name, namely, that the demand of 
Rs. 2,20,53,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a di.scussion 
on the desirability of financing the chaukidari costs from out of the 
provincial revenues. 
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Sir, the subject tluit 1 hiive tried to *{ocuss tbiou^h this motion of 
mine is one ot the most concrete demands of this province, and that 
for a long time. When in the year 1938 in course of the budget 
discussion a similar cut motion was tabled and discussed on the floor 
of the House, the ju>tness of the cdaim and the reasonableness of the 
demand were in so many w<»rds admitted by the Hon'ble the ll«)me 
Minister, Kliwaja Sir Nazimuddin. and that was because the motion 
which wuft movetl at the instance ot the Opposition received substantial 
support from all sections ot ihis House. And 1 may remind you, 
Sir, tliat even one of the present ^tinisters, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Tamizuddin Khan, went into tlie Opposition lobb\ at that time 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Hut that was m another 

capacity. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It m.i> be in a ditlerent 
capacitN, but tin* iorcc nt contention was irresistible at that time 
that the llon'lde tin' Home Minister was forced t<> admit the justness 
oi tile demaml and h<* luid to assure Us on the fl^Hir ol this House tluit 
a c-ommitlee would b(‘ ap|>oint«*d with a \ iew t<> going into this 
(luestion as aUo the attendent and allied (juestions. E<dlowdng that 
assui.tiice ol the Hon'ble Ministei an (id Ikx' tommittee was composed 
cxmsistjii^ ol \arious .scutmiis not only ol this House, but also 
of the I ppei ('hamber, and on that committee certain very imj>or1ant. 
iTovenimeni olficials wer«‘ al'aj ie})resented. Sir. the committc'e 
was comj)osed in dul\, H)3<S, and alter that till July, 1940, ilittfoenl 
gr(iU[>s of that committee coiisistiim <d lwent\ memb«os in all 
toureil round the whole ol Heng.ii with a view to ascei laming the 
public opinion behind this very inifMirtanl (juestion and from time to 
time the committee sat u]K)n the evidence that was collected and alter 
mature and ver\ considered deliberations I am glad to sa_\ that 
the c-ommittee aruNed at decisnuis, I will mU disclose the decisions, 
but I will go s(, tar as to sa\ that the committee arrive<l at 
almost a urianiinous decision, only one member dissenting, being 
an official. The final repKirt was submitted in July, Hf4(), and it 
was expected that even if the (lovernnient could not forthwith give 
effect to the recommendations that were formubited, still, as in the 
case of the other /ul iior committees like tlie Jute Kiujuiry (’ommittee 
and the Paddy (’ommittee and so on and .so forth, Government 
w'ould be good enough to publish and circulate the report for the 
information of the meralier.s of this Legislature; but that wa- not 
to be. What is more scandalou.s is that I myself tabled a () nest ion in 
the \i'inter session hist year and thiit ipiestion w’as mainly direc1-e<l 
at getting information as to what were the recommendations of the 
committee with regard to the financial (question of the chauki<Lari 
establishment. Not only was that question not answered in that 



20 ' 


DEMAND FOR GRANT . " 


[ 19 th Ma«ch, 


session, but that even to-day when the Budget Session is now on and 
has been sitting for such a protracted period, that question still 
remains unanswered. It is a scandalous affair, Sir, and it shows 
that the Government is still guilty of dilatoriness which has marked 
the Government’s movement in every branch of administration. Sir, 
we on the Opposition have been attacked by the members of 
the Treiisury Benches in season and out of season that we do not offer 
constructive criticism, but, Sir, what about this position when not 
only constructive effort was made by the Opplwition but constructive 
suggestions were formulated by the combined wisdom of all 
sections of the two Houses of this Legislature; but the Government 
is not only not coining forward to implement the committee’s 
recommendations but is also guilty of withholding those recommenda- 
tions. The question is a very simple question as to whether the 
existing state of things, namely, that the union boards should 
finance the cost of the chaukidars, should continue or whether 
Government should take up the burden of this expenditure. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I can tell for the information of the House that this 
demand of ours is not merely an isolated demand. Our demand has 
got the support of some of the major provinces in India. In the 
United Provinces, in Madras, in Bombay, the entire cost of the 
clwiukidari force is met out of the general revenues as a part of the 
general police administration. And here also, Sir, there is an old cry, 
and a very reasonable cry, that the chaukidar being a piirt o.^ the 
provincial police system. Government should look upon it as a part 
of the police administration and the cost incidental thereto should be 
a cost of the Police Department as a whole. If this reasonable 
contention was there so long, it has been stronger still to-day on 
account of the fact that the chaukidar is to-day not merely a police- 
man but also a man who has to deal with various administrative 
functions 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a residual officer? 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Yes, as you say, Sir, he 
is a residiiray legatee, not in connection with the assets of Govern- 
ment but in connection with its liability. If a circle officer goes to 
a place, he has got to deal with him; if a thana officer goes, he 
has got to deal with him; if a sanitary inspector goes, he has got 
to deal with him; if a jute restriction officer goes, he has got to 
deal with him; so he has become, Sir, a vicarious underling of all 
the departments of our adiministration. He has sometimes to watch 
the railway lines and guard the Governor’s special train and so on. 
So, Sir, it is all the more necessary that Government should take 
upon itself the burden of financing the chaukidari cost. I need 
hardly refer to the various stock arguments that have been advanced 
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from timo to timo regarding the justice of this cause. I will 
simply point out to the House the implications of the system if our 
recommendations are accepted. Under section 37 (a) of the Village 
Self-Government Act, the province of Bengal realises 57-81 lakhs 
of rupees for the maintenance of chaukidars, and under section 37 (b) 
of *that Act, for village uplift and rural reconstruction work 
only Rs. 15,34,000 is collected; that is to say out of a total collec- 
tion under section 37 more than 79 per cent, is spent for feeding 
this chaukidari forc>e and only 21 per cent, of the blood of the poor 
people remains for nation-building activities. This is not only unjust 
but manife.stly unfair. To-day in the days of provincial autonomy 
we stan<l by the slogan of nation-building activities; we talk of 
multifarious reliefs to the poor; and we think of village uplift by 
rural reconstruction work. But here is still this monstrosity that 
stands out as a legacy from the past, and the present does not give 
any indication of correcting this injustice of the jxist. If this entire 
money realised under section 37 (a) is released, what will be the 

effect? I have made a calculation in this way, Sir. It will mean 

that on an average every union bfwrd will get an extra sum of 
Rs. 1,200 per year; that is to say, every union board becomes able to 
pay Rs. 100 per month on rural rewn struct ion activity. Sir, what 

will be the effect of this hundre<l rupees more? I liave made 

my own oiilculations. If you spend Rs. 25 you win get a very good 
doctor *10 kx)k after a dispensary; even you pin get an M.B. who 
will be prejKired to go there if there is some outside practice. Then» 
Sir, with another Rs. 25 you can have twj) teachers-— trained 
teachers — for Rs. 15 and Rs. 10 or Rs. 13 and Rs. 12 to l<x)k after 
and run a primary school and with the remaining Rs. 50 per month, 
that is, Rs. 000 per year, if you can undertake a plan and 
work for five years with Rs. 3,000, you can have sanitation and 
communication projects, you can sink tube-wells here and there and 
even more, you can undertake small irrigation works and things of 
similar description. And what is more, Sir, if the union boards, 
which are now unjwpular on account of the burden of taxation, get 
the liberty of spending their own collection, they win even undertake 
increased as.sessment because they know that whatever increase there 
is will be justified by actual expenditure in the villages and in the 
union themselves. Therefore, we are advancing not only the 
considered opinion of certain sections of this House, we are advocating, 
we are voicing the desire and demand of the whole province of 
Bengal when we say that the union boards should be relieved forthwith 
of the burden of the chaukidari cost. The question natui^lly will 
arise as to how will this cost be met— a very pertinent question no 
doubt. But then. Sir, I will answer by quoting the examples of 
the United Provinces, Madras and Bombay. While it has beeu 
possible for the three major provinces of India to deal with the 
question and to take up the burden, I do not think Bengal can be 
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expected to behind, and if any constructive suggestions are 
necessary, I will say, Sir, that this cost can be met by undertaking 
works of retrenchment, and thereby making large savings out of the 
provincial revenues. 

In this connection, Sir, I may mention the jute export duty, 62i 
per cent, of which is nowadays obtained by Bengal, practically a 
new acquisition which was not available before. We can tap this 
export duty on jute and out of this we can meet the chaukidari tax 
from the provincial revenues. 

Then, Sir, there is another question, a very vexatious question — 
I should say intriguing question — which has been raised by Govern- 
ment. Government says, well, this question is allied with the 
other question of taxing the urban areas in connection with the police 
cost. Sir, our contention is clear. If it is possible to meet our 
rural demands by not taxing the urban people, that should be done 
by all means; but if that is not possible, then, Sir, an adjustment 
ought to be made between the urban and rural police costs because it 
is known that as against 57*8 lakhs of chaukidari cost in the 
vilkges, Bs. 57 lakhs are annually spent for maintaining police in 
the Calcutta Corporation and in the urban municipal areas. We 
must make an adjustment between the two. The rural people liave 
so long undertaken and have borne the burden of taxation for the 
urban police and if jn order to give relief to the rural people it is 
necessary to make the urlmn people contribute something for their 
uplift, I do not think the urlwn people will grudge that and the 
Government should come forward with a scheme very quickly. 

Sir, before I conclude I wdll ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister, who 
ie in charge of this dejxartinent to-day, to explain why this matter is 
being held up after the committee had made its recommendation and 
how long it will take the Government to oome to a considered 
decision. After all many things can wait, but rural Bengal cannot 
wait any longer. They are long fed upon hopes which had been 
given hy the Government and by all sections of the Legislature who 
have oome on definite election manifesto. If this pledge is not 
implemented, it will amount to a betrayal of the trust which they 
have reposed in us and, Sir, I appeal to the members of the Coalition 
Party to protect the Government from this monstrous betrayal of the 
pledge which has been given. 

Mr. |YED ABDUL MAdID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wiU only speak 
« few words in connection with this motion. There is a persistent 
demand from all sides that the cost of the Chaukidari establishment 
should be met out of the provincial revenues. The union boards have 
been spending about Bs. 54 lakhs a year for the maintenance 
of the chaukidari establishment in this province, but there is a 
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general impression in the country that the chaukidars have been of 
no use to the villagers. Instead of helping to maintain kw and order 
in the vilkge the chaukidars are generally accused of creating 
disorders in the village. (‘‘Hear! hear!'* from Congress benches.) 
At any rate, the opinion of the responsible people is that the 
nhmber of chaukidars maintained by each union board is too many 
and the cost for maintaining the chaukidars is too heavy for the union 
boards to bear. The bulk of the tax realised by the union boards 
is spent towards the maintenance of the chaukidars and as such the 
boards cannot do the necessary works for the improvement of the 
village, for the establishment of dispenmiries. for the construction of 
roads and for other nation-building works. 

There is another very strong objection, Sir. Why tlie rural 
people should not pay for policing the rural areas is that the url>an 
areas are not contributing anything towards the cost of inainUiining 
I>olice in the urban areas, and the entire cost, which amounts to 
about Rs. 44i lakhs annually, is being paid from the porvinrial 
revenues; that is to siiy, the rich people are being protected and their 
lives and properties are being made secure at the cost of the poor 
villagers. This is one of the greatest injustice, which has been done in 
the rural peoj)le for the welfare and haj)pine8S of the rich people of tlie 
towns and of municipal areas, and such injustice. Sir, can no longer be 
tolerpted. Something, therefore, mu.st be done to redress the 
long-felt grievance of the rural people. The members of the Coalition 
Party, and of other parties also I must say, have been urging 
upon the Government of the extreme necessity of doing something in 
this direction. They have urged upon the Government to exempt 
the rural people from the obligation of paying for the chaukidars ami 
the Government, as we all know, appointed a tommittee as long 
ago as the 9th July, 19'I8, a committee consisting of the inemliers 
of both the Houses including myself and also some high officials of 
Governiiieiit. These members made an all-Bengal tour by bati hes. 
They went to different districts, they inspected the union boards, they 
inspected the thanas and held inspections of the parades of the 
cliaukidars and also examined gentlemen, officials and non-officials, 
on this question. After due deliberations and mature consideration 
of all the facts that were available to them, they submitted a report, 
a very exhaustive report I mu.st say, in July, 1940. But un- 
fortunately the recommendations of the committee have not yet seen 
the light of day. Of course, at this stage, it will not be proper 
on my part to divulge the recommendations of the committee, but I 
can say this much that the recommendations, if given effect to, are 
calculated to go a great deal to relieve the rural people from the 
obligation of paying the chaukidari tax and also to improve the status 
and position of the chaukidari force. Sir, I do not know 
whether there is any reason why the Government have not yet 
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published the report or come to any decision. We shall be very glad 
to know from the Government when we can expect the publication of 
the report or the decisfon of Government on the recommendations 
that have been made in the report. We have almost come to an end 
of our term. I do not know what will happen to the reports of 
various other committees that were appointed by Government. Many 
committees appointed by Government have not yet submitted their 
rej)orts. But this Cliaukidari Committee submitted their report and 
that was a long time ago. We expected, the people expected, that 
ihe Government would do something on the recommendations that 
were submitted by the committee. On this matter rural Bengal are 
]<M)king forward with great anxiety, and they are looking to 
Government to see how far they are going to relieve the people from 
this burden of taxation which has been so very heavy. 

Now, Sir, I can only appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge 
i4)-day to see tliat very early steps are taken to give effect to the 
recommendations of the committee and satisfy all concerned in this 
imitter. 

Mr, GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,20,53,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be 
reduced by Hs. 100. 


SCHrlJ CTtTO' ij? CT Q PfWH- 

m Union Board ^ 

i 

WI7 move move 

SRT (TT tpi ^ CvfU^ Assembly? 

?? c^FTr?f c?Tnic^ 

^ tfC'sSPF C^Sft? Union Board Association ii? ^ 

<ii? t|Tt? wW? c^tr?ci I 

?t?l \slc.n5i Wt?l C? Chow- 

kidari Enquiry Committee ^3 'St? ^^3 C?? ^ 

(71^ Committee? Cl??C>f? ^8(t?Tl7f? tf^tC?? 

(TTfl (TtnrfI I ^gT?7 (TrtC? ??t?? 

Coalition ^^3^ I C?t«*fC\6 

5ft 4?; w?»t?t?i7f? c?^ ?rtcwft?r cm ?i c*f3?r? 

CTt^l ^il?t??ft? Budget ^! cgT t 5 ’ ^l 0^ C?^ ?t? Polioe^ij? 
^ ?T? ??t?f ^,>3br,8C,OOO^t?n ?51 I <4? ?r?T Presidency ?1 ^fTORT 

^jf%r1?W?J 808.^00 08,56,000 
^ emm I Raihrey Police4? 0,J)0,h00 tPR ??! OftCTOI^ I 
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4^ c? -itft Tvt? «rt c^ 

iPf spf ^ C5tC5f ^ <4^ ^*"1 ¥C^tCTPlOT5T?R 

*^|R4 C^FflS C^Ftffi ^ ^ 

WlC« ^ I Railway Company>®fif? »ir5fCTO «RT gl? 8 »rf 

^ C^'HCS^'^ I ^W? C^HrC^H CT Railway Ck)mpany^fiT 

c?# CTft srto ^ I ^ ^ ^ ism 

^Ift^ BRT ^ ^•m Sft^I 8 ^ ^tfl C^ f ^CBgH I 

^ c^r c^rtc^ 

^SStOT ^ ?T#f ^ I <4^ ^ ^ c^ltc^ ^tft? 

Union Board'^fir? I ^ ^t?n C'^t^fC^H ^ffn"* 

f% ^PRfT ?? I ^5tm 5^ ^ ntd?^ (?T? I 

TPm <il^* ^7TY1 (TT? I wc.'iu 

^ 3i5t^tlt ^ ^ I ^ Union Boardil^ 

C5rftKt<Cff^ C^NiC^ 5t^ Sffor C*r3^ 5(it:?f Union Board^jfir 

■pf^ 'SRft^;5^ ?Frt7 C^BrUS l Union Board Qfir 'WU^ 

TO ^ 5nffi f%M C^ C^ tax C^ taxij? 

t)8 ct>k«1 ^l?l CIJtf^HH M3 I \ Tt?1 

^StiH 'SRfus^ ^1#T ^ ^ ^ S ^ I 

Coalition Syed A. Majid C^ CvP'kTOR ^3tU5 

•c^ f%f^9 'iit tr^ I wfT ^srtiR«l (?^tr?f 

5T?Rl, ^ (TTf^R Coalition WCS^ ^S ^ 
tpSk^ ^RR, tpjtUT? OSti? I 


Mr. SPEAKER : I think you are challenging the Coalition membcrH. 


Mr. 6IA8UDDIN AHMED : No Sir. I am stating the fac ta. 

(TftTOffi CTRr^I Union Boardi)^ ^TS) (?^ ^- 

5jr^ ^^1^ oQ?* ^fWl 3 I (71t»1U5 51^ URi 5tC*R 

’Ttf^T IftUT? I -il^JClJni ^rf?T5tTOr^ (TfRT (Rt^ 

^(hHI i ^8rRR ifl? tpSR vpfsf ^ OfMt^ C’k^ 

^ esfi fro -iJiTi^, #n ^ ®<wr 

c^ I fin c^ (?^m^ I «RT trr^ ^ 

^fTT I ^pst^ ^ TO5T fifC^T gr^r ^rrr, ^rfi oJtfiRR 

^Vs WW i t HWm cm ’ ^ Union Board Fundi! ?rR, \itt'5tf51 

Union Board'^fif lR^<rf^«R ^biT^ S’lTR t.4fc4 I 

wrpst^ ^ wsffin iit ?r®^ ^rr i '■itfir ^ 

(RC«S» C^ fiF C*rwn 1?IR1 CfTR, 



26 


DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[19th Mabcb, 


deficit Budget <1PF 

1 ^ ^ TOR ^5fOT Cl?lfr*ftW^ 

c*r<3?] ^ ^ cftiR ci^lfiRt^ <ii^N *rTOBfc*R ^ ®feir orsin 

ofi^ I iBn ^sSTtwri? cro^ ®<iTOr i TOf¥ tot 

m c 6\9fH tm ci5t^, TOtronr tot w^ c^ 

«ft^ I «FRt<mj«r tax<il^ tax fir? ftmw? &RT C^R 

R«fi5 ®<iTOr ?fTR ^ c^tr® ^ i (Rr^ 

STtfe Kim ^l 5 m «R 7 , S. D. 0 . ^R:TOT C^sflR ^ ’CT 5 C? CK^^lKlK 

«R7 <il^^ TOrt-5mr ^StpR CRT (R ’R ClJrftRt? T ¥RRC»f^ K\K\ cg l c^c^ 

^$tR^ CTOT (RR (TOR ^ ^ ^^Rl I ^ifR'Q^ KKK ’RFrTOT ’TSI 

TOR ^ (TNl ’Tom TO ^^ti?tr5 ^ C^l 

TOtf^ ^ (TOr lilt ^ (nfrfTO? *fTOR^ ^rftm ^ ^<fR ^ TOf i 

(R^t TOff i%c^ I Rtft 

KKK CK TO (RtC^rf^TO (7f^ CTOr$ 5^“ ( Coalition member 

TO ^aitr^ TOR ft*.fR TOTIR^ CR^TOr^R W^T TO I TO tpiR 

•SRF^ ^STO TO 'ij? tfTOffi^ (TTO to TO"^ To! I 

^ R (RRiR ^TOl TO CRT f^lTO ^TOtR? TOf I 

TO«I <4^ CRTIKRC^R To I ^TO'Q^ To ^stTOt (R>?t (TO TOTTO .*1^ 

cfiil ^'rrrQ TO '^TOr‘R ®<1TO cro^ stTOr k\ i tot cR>rtTOc®R 
W3RR^ TO ^ CTOS to ^ C^lRT ^ TO) CR- 

^TOt'R W3RR^ TO TOR ^^RR ^T?RT *f5T C^C<f tlTO 'TRT (Tlt^ TO 
TO tfcn Km ^ ^ TOT (Tf’siTO cRnt<fRc«R wsr cr^ to 

C.4lc,^ I TOTR TOn TO5R Cbl)IC6^H I '3^tfif crtfR 

(R KfK ?rTOR -fTOft^t ^ V5rc'5fw TOR TO *Tr5R iff" ^ilTOfR C^ 
TO I TO?T TOrft TO TO7R1 1 wTOft c^ m^TO y <TOc^ I 

^TOR CTOT ^ ftro^ ^ cTO^H ^ (TO TO I 

Nasaruila ft'S.TOTR KCW TO^ sympathy (R? I TO 

^TRT TO mm ^ crtriR (TORTO (Rmi frar^ to 

TO I (TTTOTO (TOTO TORl,TORf^ (TO-5t TO (TTO TO 
^<R VI^O TO gURTT KCKl ^ ^ilWafS iSRiR TOCI TO ^n I TO (RCT TOR 
TOTO Tor To I arTOftro TOR TOR CTO TO TOW^TOfi 

af^RRaf Tot® ^RI hr •?! I c-HHIH J^CTRC TOn c*T^ W.H I 

TOTOI Tor ^ TOftR TOR WKJ TORT CTOC CRT TOl CTSRFCRT® 
KK I iro tff^JTO TOT Tor ftTOR CRT TOtTO Union Boardtlfir 

ftcff TOfi cvtc^ HtR an I TOi spf ®r¥ TOi Strt to? ar*RRRt«R 

ITO TOR TO TO0 HafRtfR CTO ®TOR (TOi TO? K\ I TOR ?fR JR 
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SWt oJrt^FWt^r Kl? I ifW? ^irt^ 

tpiH ijT*f TOT «r;fW?hr wn i 

MiUlvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I do not apeak unless I feel 
that I must speak. This evening my mind is too heavy, due to what 
I have heard from the Hon'ble the Chief Minister, and what I heard 
on the ’phone has stung me to the quick. I feel that it is almost 
humanly impossible for me to stay on here, and possibly it would be 
difficult for me to persuade myself to go to the lobby also if any divi- 
sion is called. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” from the Opposition Benches.) 
It is a serious matter, and no rejoicing from the other side is necessary. 
I tell you it is a serious moment, and I am making a serious statement. 
What has taken place in Dacca and what I have learnt of the incidents 
happening there — the demolition of mosques, not one 


Mr, SPEAKER: May I remind you that we are not discussing that 
question here now. Please confine your remarks to the motion relat- 
ing to tlie cost of chaukidari establishment. 


Mauivi AHMED ALI MRtbHA: I only want an assurance, Sir, 
from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that an incident like this may not 
happen any more, and I w’ill not digress upon that point any further. 
I simply ask — the police is there, and what had they been doing there? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. My advice to both sides of the 
House is that in view of the statement that has been made by the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister, and in view of the fact that the incident is 
still going on and has not yet come to an end, it is only desirable that 
the matter should not be discussed on the floor of the House at this 
stage. 1 am quite prepared to give the fullest facilities to the members 
of the House at an opportune moment later on to discuss this matter 
if the Hon’ble the Chief Minister agrees. Members will perhaps agree 
with me that if we make any statement at this stage, it might have 
an adverse effect on the situation which is already very serious. We 
have also a responsibility in this matter, and I would therefore appeal 
to members on both sides of the House not to refer to this matter at this 
stage. 


Mr, ABDULLA*AL MAHMOOO, Sir, you would have allowed this 
matter if it had come as an adjournment motion from the other side? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes. But I have made it clear repeatedly through- 
out that in a matter of this character 1 am most reluctant to admit it. 
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Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, my only submission is that 
I intended to refer only to that aspect of the question which related 
to the conduct of the police. In this connection I will not digress into 
anything else. I will not attribute motive to any community or any 
section of the people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can make your choice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, in the budget no less than 
Es. 50 lakhs has been provided for expenditure on police in Dacca 
and 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I must interrupt you. I say again 
that it is entirely for you to make a choice. Admitting for the sake 
of argument that the police is entirely wrong and that the police 
■conduct has not been correct, the fact remains that at this stage the 
police is in charge of a most responsible duty. Do you think that this 
is the time when you should say anything against the police or that 
the police has failed in its duty? 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, my attitude is like this. 
Let any number of people fall on me, beat me, and kill me, but demoli- 
tion of mosques is another matter altogether. Sir, a mosque is very 
dear to me, and 1 would like to point out that it is the special duty of 
the police to see to its protection. If the Hon’ble Minister has taken 
sufficient steps by this time, let us be apprised of it. If no steps have 
been taken, let us know it and let us get an assurance that such steps 
are going to be taken, and we may remain satisfied, and have peace of 
mind. In this view, Sir, I started my speech; otherwise there was no 
necessity for it. I won’t criticise any community or any section there- 
of, i)ut my object is ju.st to see that effective steps are taken at this 
moment, that is to say, that mosques are not demolished in the manner 
in which they have been done. So far as the injuries of the people and 
the death of persons are concerned, I do not care just now, because 
that is entirely a different matter. But, Sir, a mosque is a religious 
institution and as such is so sacred and held in such esteem by us 
that it should not be dealt with like that. That is my only submission. 
I hope that an assurance will be given by the Hon’ble Minister on this 
score, and then I will be satisfied. 

Then, Sir, there is another point also. Because of your insistence, 
I am restraining myself in my speech and I obey you. Then, Sir, 
I digress to another point, I have to say that I entirely subscribe to 
the view that has been taken by my friend Mr. Syed Abdul Majid when 
he says that the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee’s Report should at once 
be published and the recommendations therein should be implemented 
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by suitable legislation. I say, Sir, that the poorer section of the iwpulace 
live in villages, and it is an irony of fate that the poor people who live 
in villages, who are incapable of paying any tax generally, have to 
pay for the village police; while the rich people who can be expected 
to make their contributions for the improvement of the society as a 
whole have to pay nothing for the town police. In the past what has 
taken place is that the poor people had to pay for the service for which 
rich people had not been called upon to pay, and this is being continued 
from time immemorial. The people who were at the heed of the 
administration rode roughshod over the feelings of the people, and 
never cared to see whether justice was done to any section of the people 
or not. If we compare the population in towns and the population in 
the villages we shall find that the bulk of the people live in the village 
side. Injustice is continuing for long, long years. If rich people do 
not pay for policing the towns, then the village people should not be 
made to pay for policing the villages. A grave injustice is being per- 
petrated since time immemorial, and this has l)een pointed out — not 
generally by the people themselves, but by our leaders now occupying 
the Treasury Benches here. We have got this lesson from our leaders 
which has proved to be a correct lesson. We have been waiting for a 
very long time. This waiting has become too much. We have waited 
and ivaited. Four years have already passed. We are in the midst 
of the fifth budget. Now' our death-knell is ringing. ((Vies of “Oh! 
Oh!”, and laughter from the Opposition Benches.) 1 do not know 
w'hetlier we shall go back to the countryside w'ith the same say, namely, 
that no justice has been done. Half-hearted justice will not do. My 
insistent demand is that justice must be done. Every section of the 
populace must get a fair play. What I mean is that when the town 
people have enjoyed the benefit for long years, let them now' pay. 
Enable now the poor people to feel that justice has been done to them. 
In other words, Sir, let not the poorer people be saddled with the chau- 
kidari tax any more. Let them get an additional benefit also by grants 
from the State, so that it might be suflScient compensation for the past. 
I believe that the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee has made suitable 
recommendations so far as this question is concerned. On behalf of 
the rural folk, I say, Sir, that justice must be meted out very’ quickly. 

I need not repeat what my friend Mr. Majid had said, and I whole- 
heartedly support what be has said. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. PUtPAJIT BARMAs Sir, I rise to support the out motions 
moved by my honourable friends Mr. Sasanka Shekhar Sanyal and 
Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed. The demand that the cost of chauk^dart of the, 
3 
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prorince should be met out of provincial revenue is not a new demand, 
but an old one. Two views have been advanced by the advocates of 
the demand, that the ooet of chaukidars should be paid out of provincial 
revenue. One and the extreme view is that while municipal areas are 
getting the service of the police without paying any police tax, why 
then the union boards shoidd bear the cost of chaukidars for th^ir 
services. The second and the moderate and reasonable view is that the 
rural people are overburdened with taxes and therefore there cannot be 
any further tax for the improvement of villages for which the people 
are clamouring so much. So, the villagers cannot be taxed any further 
under any name and for any purpose whatsoever, and the amount of 
tax that they pay to union boards for the cost of chaukidars now must 
be utilised for the village improvement works, the chaukidari force 
being maintained out of provincial revenue. This demand of the poor 
villagers was considered by Government as reasonable and in the year 
1938 they appointed a committee called the Chaukidari Enquiry Com- 
mittee consisting of officials and members of both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture. The members of the committee made a tour throughout the pro- 
vince to enquire into the matter. During their tour they discussed 
the main demand of the people with the representatives of all local 
bodies and officials of each and every district. The committee after 
two years of hard labour and considered deliberation submitted to the 
Government an unanimous report except one member, which is satis- 
factory. The entire cost of the chaukidars of the province is near 
about Rs. 65 lakhs. It the union boards are relieved of the cost of 
chaukidars, then the money so released may be utilised by them for the 
village improvement works for which the villages are suffering very 
much, such as dispensaries, roads, water- works, etc. The question is 
how can this money be found for these purposes? There are people 
who are of opinion that money for these purposes must be realised by 
taxing the people living in municipal areas who are not now paying 
any tax for police patrol. Sir, the Chaukidari Committee submitted 
their report about a year ago, but Government have not circulated the 
report to the members of the Legislature as yet. Sir, the demand that 
the cost of chaukidars be paid out of provincial revenue is not unreason- 
able, and it is supported by the practice in other major provinces such 
as Bombay, Madras, Bihar and the United Provinces. They have met 
the entire cost of chaukidars out of the provincial revenue, so we wonder 
why this cannot be possible in Bengal. Sir, much has been said about 
this matter on the floor of the House to-day, but we<.want to know 
from the Hon’ble Minister what definite steps he is going to take so 
that the cost of the chaukidars may be met out of the provincial 
revenue. Sir, the poor villagers cannot pay any further taxes for the 
improvement of their villages, so it is urgently necessary for the 
Government to pay the chaukidari costs from the provincial revenue 
and allow union boards to sjiend that amount of money^the entire cost 
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oi the ohaukidars now payable by them — for the village uplift woik. 
Sir, we want to have a definite anew^* from the Hon’ble Minister to-day, 
and we appeal to him to take a definite step so that the demand may be 
met from the provincial revenue as early as possible. With these 
words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. 1. A. CLARK: Sir, I rise to support the main motion now 
before the House. 

Money spent on the maintenance of law and order is money well 
spent and, if and when the revenues of this province expand, then I say 
that more and not less money should be spent on the police force. 

Sir, when we look round this city of Calcutta we view with pride 
the magnificent buildings erected in recent years or now rising towards 
the sky in such areas as Clive Street, Chowringhee Square and ('hitta- 
ranjan Avenue, but do we ever pause to consider or to examine the 
foundations of these edifices, on the strength of which the whole stability 
of the buildings depends P In the same way the stability of our nation- 
buildings — education, public health, oo-operation and the like — depends 
upon the strength of the foundations which we give them in the shajie 
of law and order. Unless we can assure to the people of this province 
peaceful conditions and the protection of the law as they go about their 
daily tasks, we cannot hope to make any permanent progress in nation- 
building. 

The first essential for the maintenance of law and order is an ade- 
quate, contented and efficient police force and to ensure this we must 
not only recruit and train the right type of men, but we must also 
give them adequate pay and decent conditions to live in. 

I would like to suggest that we view the expenditure on police 
from this point of view. Year after year we are told in this House 
that too much money is being spent, while at the same time the police 
are accused of inefficiency and abuses. To my mind the real question 
is whether we are prepared to pay the cost of an efficient police force. 

Can anyone with any experience of the mufassal say that our police 
force is adequate in numbers? If we look at the official report of 
the Inspector-General of Police for 1939 we find that the total sanctioned 
strength of Ihe civil police for that year was a little over 25,000 men 
and the area of the districts was 72,481 square miles, that is, one man 
to every 2:8 square miles. These figures speak for themselves, 
especially as it is to be noted that the figures are for municipalities 
and rural districts combined. I am told that in some districts there 
are only 10 men to 100 square miles. The inadequacy of the Bengal 
Police Force in point of numbers, moreover, is accentuated by the 
fact that in many districts communications are very poor and, in 
some parts of the country, almost non-existent. In many parts of the 
country there are few roads and no railways, and in many of the 
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thanas the only means of communication is by boat. At a great many 
thanas there are no telephones, and it may be noted that in 1939 out 
of 639 polii e-stations 271 were still not within easy reach of a telegraph 
office. In some cases the nearest telegraph office was as much as 
40 miles from the police-station. It is easy to Tisualise what this might 
mean if serious trouble were to arise, and obviously this lack of means 
of communication does not make for efficiency of police administra- 
tion. I hope that honourable members of this House who criticise 
the efficiency of the police will bear these facts in mind and will b(e 
prepared to vote more money for the purpose of the improvement of 
communications as soon as funds are available. 

1 have referred to the importance of giving the police adequate 
pay and decent conditions to live in if the force is to be contented 
and efficient. The experience of the members of my Party as 
employers of labour is that the workers are quite content with 
moderate [>ay, provided that the conditions under which they live are 
reasonably comfortable, that there are proper facilities for their treat- 
ment when they are sick, and decent quarters for them to live in. It 
is clear from a perusal of the Inspector-General’s Report to which I 
have referred that in neither of these particulars is the situation of 
the Bengal force by any means satisfactory. With regard to housing 
conditions he said, “In many places the housing conditions continue 
to be unsatisfactory,’’ and he then quoted the following remarks made 
by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Presidency Range: “More 
has been done during the year to improve the housing of the force, but 
much more remains to be done before it can be said that the force is 
adequately or sufficiently housed. I know from personal inspection 
that there are police buildings which are a disgrace to any civilised 
force.’’ 

I, that is, 1, a member of this House, may inform the House that 
as a Special Constable of the Calcutta Police I recently attended a 
series of personally conducted tours of various thanas in Calcutta and 
its suburbs. On some of these tours we were conveyed from thana to 
thana in a police van, commonly known as a “black maria.” I am 
sure that my honourable friend Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar will 
regard this as a peculiarly suitable type of vehicle for the conveyance 
of profiteers and exploiters, the class from which the Special Constables 
are mainly recruited. As a result of that tour. Sir, I have come to 
the definite conclusion that there is room for a great deal of improve- 
ment in the condition of many of the thanas in Calcutta and its 
suburbs and. I think, the House will agree with me that the condition 
of many of the thanas in the mufassal is even worse. 

As regards sickness, the Inspector-General remarks that a large 
number of officers and men of the subordinate ranks of the force were 
unable to do their duty on account of sickness and from statistics 
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obtained from the districts it appeared that Government siiffei'ed the 
loss of the services of about 1,395 officers and men a day throu^li sick- 
ness, or an annual figure of 5,09,1 1^^ man-days. He also says tliat 
there are several police-stations and outposts in the province which 
have no dispensaries and, in consequence, the officers and men have 
to ‘be brought to headquarters for treatment, often when really unlit 
to travel. It would accordingly appear to be obvious that facilities for 
the police force are^ot what they should be, and it is highly significant 
that when we examine the figures for retirement and sickness we find — 
I again quote from the official report for 1939 — that^nly 23-1 per cent, 
of the men who retired during that year had completed the full term 
of 30 years’ service. 

In the opinion of my Party, Sir, it is unfair to criticise the efficiency 
of the police unless we are prepared to vote more money to n.*mody 
these conditions. Many honourable members, for example, criticise 
the efficiency of the police in the detection of crime. The first necessity, 
if there is to be improvement in this respect, is that the police, and 
paiticularly the sub-inspectors, should receive training in modern and 
scientific methods of detection. The Detective Training School was 
closed down in 1931 and with it all facilities for instruction in advanced 
methods of police work were removed. If we want an improvement 
in detection of crime, then we must be prepared to vote the funds for 
the reopening of a training scliool in which officers and men cu)i receive 
special and advanced scientific training in the detection of cr:me. The 
report for 1939 makes it quite clear that the only reason why tliis has 
not been done has been lack of funds. 

I would like to conclude, Sir, by stressing the importaiic<? cd' good 
relations between the police and the public. In advanced countries 
the policeman is not only the arm of the law, but *he is also the friend 
and wrvant of the public. Good relations between the police and the 
public are not only desirable in themselves, but the efficiency of the 
police in the detection and prevention of crime depends in a large 
measure on the co-operation and assistance they receive from the public. 
Every effort should be made, in my opinion, to obtain the co-opcration 
and help of' the union boards and villagers in the campaign against 
crime. It is pleasant to note that in 1939 no fewer than 26,688 co-opera- 
tion meetings were held, including 4,012 between the police and 
presidents and members of union boards, and 21,020 with the villagers. 
This, Sir, is I think progress on the right lines, and I hope there will 
be increasing activity along these lines. With these words I beg to 
support the main motion. 


Hr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Chief Minister will now reply. 
(Mr. Ahmed Hosain rose to speak.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am gorry. 1 hare allowed one speech from 
this side (indicating the Opposition) and one speech from that side 
(indicating the Coalitien). I am helpless if more members want to 
speak at this stage. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir, the result will 
be that other motions will be shut out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturally. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is lor you to decide 
what you will do in that case. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hosain, you should realise ray difficulty. I 
have allowed alternately speeches from this side (indicating the 
Opposition) and the other side. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Sir, certain Opposition members tried to 
challenge the Coalition members, and I want to give a reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very difficult. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, may I rise again and 
submit that this has not been a satisfactory arrangement? You have 
yourself seen that many more members from this side want to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How could you come to the conclusion that it 
is not satisfactory P • I have allowed members to speak alternately 
from either side! However, Mr. Ahmed Hosain, you may speak. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Sir, my friends Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 
and Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha have spoken on behalf of the Coalition 
party. We want immediate publication and implementing of the 
retiommendations of the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee and we are 
urging the Government for that. Sir, we are really glad to find that 
one Opposition member at least this time has made useful suggestions 
calculated to bring the urgent and long-sought-for relief to the rural 
masses. We are all the more glad that Babu Sasanha Sekhar Sanyal 
has expressed his willingness to bear some of the burden of police cost 
on behalf of the urban people whom he and his party mostly represent. 
This really is a happy augury, and we expect that such behaviour will 
come forth from him and others of his party when Government goes 
to give effect to the recommendations of the Chaukidari Enquiry 
Committee after it is published. 
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Sir, oae Krishak Proja member baa tried to play to the gallery by 
ohallengiiig the Coalition members to oppose the motion. ^Sir, I may 
say this much for his edification, that we on this side of the House 
have always urged the Government to reform the Chaukidari system 
and to relieve the rural masses from the taxation, and it is at our 
ii^stance that the Government appointed a committee. (Cries of *^Oh !. 
oh!^’ and laughter from the Opposition Benches and cries of ''Hear! 
Hear!” from the Coalition Benches.) 1 also say this for his edifica- 
tion that whatever Government does, it does at the instance of the 
Coalition Party, because they command the greatest number of votes 
in the House and they can carry in the House whatever they decide. 
This House is only a registering body, so to say, of the decisions of the 
Ccalition. It is useless to throw such challenge and try to expose the 
Coalition members to the public. The public know them and the 
public have fully realised the benefits that they have derived from 
the Government, and for the matter of that, from the Coalition Party. 
("Hear! hear!” from the Coalition Benches.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I must begin by 
saying a few words in reply to the remarks made by my friend 
Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar who opened this debate and fired the 
first shot at the “Police” budget. His speech was a strange mixture 
of police activity and war operations. I must say. Sir, with ail 
respeqt, that many of his remarks are irrelevant to the subject under 
discussion. But one thing he tried to make out and to which I want 
to refer very briefly in order to remove certain mis-apprehensions in 
the minds of members of the House regarding the apparently expensive 
budget which has been provided for the police. Sir, when we remember 
that it is a province with an area of about 80,000 square miles and a 
population in 1931 of 52 millions — I am now told that we are increas- 
ing by 22 millions — and that consequently Bengal is the most populous 
province in India, intersected by big rivers, some of which are biggest 
in the world and the communication system is very defective — when 
we rememlber all that — it is not difticult to realise that the police 
strength even in the midst of the rural population must l)e utterly 
useless for j>olice activity even for an area of only 10 or 12 square 
miles. I remember a dacoity case in a village on the banks of the 
Padma and the police-station only seven miles from the scene of 
occurrence. Unfortunately, however, of tliese seven miles, six miles 
happened to be through the Padma river, and it takes nearly three 
hours even in normal times for one man to from the village of 
occurrence to the police-station. By the time information could be 
lod^ at the police-station and police help r;ould arrive, i)eople had 
been murdered, cattle had been slaughtered, houses had been burnt 
and not only was there no relief given, but it was impossible for the 
police to take up investigation until long after the occurrence was 



DEMAND FOB GBANT. 


[19th MaecHj 


over. This is not a stray occurrence. Not because the police are not 
willing to Tender assistance, but because their number is too small. 
The facilities for communication are inadequate and insufficient, and 
it is not possilble for the police force of the province to cope with the 
duties which are sometimes thrown on their shoulders by abnormal 
conditions. Take the case of what occurred only about a fortnight 
ago at Bhola, a subdivision in the district of Bakarganj. There was 
a small fracas between one party of Hindus and one party of Muslims 
on account of the sprinkling of coloured water during the Holi festival. 
It led to an exchange of hot words and exchange of blows. Imme- 
diately crowds gathered from all sides, and there was free fighting in 
the streets. The small police force there was soon overpowered. HdU 
were looted, and we were told that cows were sacrificed and all sorts 
of things were done. The police in many places were entirely at the 
mercy of the infuriated mobs. Oonsider again the case of what is 
happening at Khulna. Wherever there is an occurrence, the police 
rush up and by the time they reach the place, something else occurs 
elsewhere and they rush up there. In this way they go on running 
about from place to place and thus a situation arises owing to local 
and other conditions which it is entirely impossible to control. I 
submit, therefore, that instead of remarking that the “Police” budget 
is too high, I am inclined to think that it would be a good criticism 
to make that the Government have not provided more funds for the 
police. The police in number must be increased. Take the cjise of 
housing accommodation of the police. I have visited many places, 
and I have found that the housing accommodation is entirely inadequate 
and insufficient. On one occasion, I went to inspect the police-station 
at the headquarters of the Dinajpur district. It was a thatched 
building with kvtchj plinth. It was the rainy season, and as I was 
sitting ill a room looking into the papers, the rain water had rushed 
into the room and frogs began to play at my feet. That is the kind 
of thing that is happening. In ray own district I have seen police- 
stations where there are no arrangements for good drinking water. I 
heard my friends of the Opposition making ironical remarks that the 
‘Tolice” budget should be increased. I do not mean to say 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What a contrast to Fazlul 
Huq of the previous days! 

The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The world has changed 
in 50 years. The population of Bengal has doubled and therefore the 
police nee^s have also got to be looked into. The same Faslul Huq 
remains, but circumstances have changed and not the man. I will 
just point out how there is no inconsistency. 

I certainly agree with my friends that money should not be wasted, 
but money should be spent if money is required, and I maintain that 
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with the increase in population and with the increase in the needs of 
the people, the protection that we give should al^o be sufficient and 
adequate. Now, Sir, the whole difficulty arises from the fact that 
the police are very unpopular, because they have got to do executive 
duties, and in the discharge of their duties they perform many an act 
which is unpleasant. Formerly the police had a bad reputation also 
which I know is gradually disappearing and vanishing. My friend 
is shaking his head, but I cannot deal with gestures and general 
remarks. Now, whatever that may be, whether the “Police” budget 
is high or low, there is no doufbt that under the present conditions 
the number of the police force is not adequate. More money is required 
for enlisting more men at the present moment. As I was saying, the 
police at the present moment in Dacca are unable to cope with the 
situation on account of the vastness of the area, the suddenness of the 
operations and the various methods that are employed by the rioters. 
In circumstances like these, we require more and more police. It 
may be that under normal conditions the present strength of the police 
force is sufficient, but abnormal conditions require more men, more 
force, and more effective measures in order to (M)pe with the situation. 
Most unfortunately, in this country abnormal conditions are becoming 
the order of the day. We are having communal riots. (Mr. Sasanka 
Sbkhar Sanyal: Who is responsible?) Hindus are responsible 
and Muslims are also responsible, but not the Europeans. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekh^r Sanyal: What about youP)i I am 
responsible for everj^thing, and you are all innocent. The ques- 
tion of apportionment of responsibility reminds me of a story in Greek 
mythology. When Jupiter created man, he gave him two bags with 
the direction that he should put his own faults in a bag and keep it 
in front and put the faults of others in the other bag and keep that 
at the back. But man did the reverse thing. He put the bag contain- 
ing other peoples faults in front and that containing hie 
own at the back. The result is that man does not see his own 
faults but only other people’s faults. So, the Opposition members will 
never realise how far they are responsible for the state of things that 
are now prevailing in Bengal, T am not going to enter into any 
argument on this point. I submit that so far as the demand is concern- 
ed, it is justified by the circumstances. 

Now, Sir, I come to the chaukidari matter. T am glad that the 
subject has been discussed at some length. I am here authorised by 
my colleagues to say that it is now' the policy of the Govcniinent to 
see that the entire cost of the rural police may not fall on the rural 
people. That policy has been accepted. The report of the Chaukidari 
Comlnittee^ has taken long in coming. I also admit that there has 
been some delay on the part of the Government in coming to a decision 
on the recommendations of that committee. Now we are considering 
the qnestion. The financial aspect has got to be considered. It will 



DBMANB FOB OiUNT. 


[19th I^aech, 


take some time, but not Tery long, before we come to some conclusion. 
As a matter of fact, I am in a position to say that we kave taken up 
the matter and very soon we will be able to make known our decision. 
The decision will be made public, and then we will invite public opinion 
and public criticism. I hope that before long we will be able to 
decide what contributions to make from the provincial revenue for the 
upkeep of the rural police. It is only a question of proportion. Some 
say 50: 60, some say 2/3; 1/3 and others 3/4: 1/4. Some figure has 
got to l)e arrived at which will not be a burden on the provincial 
exchequer, and which will at the same time give relief to the rural 
population. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: The committee has given 
figures.) You will not have to wait long. As a matter of fact, both 
the memfbers of the Opposition and the members of the Coalition Party 
are agreed that the matter should not be allowed to be delayed any 
further. So far as this question itself is concerned, the position is 
this, that the report is ready and the various departments of Govern- 
ment are being consulted, and very soon we will make known to the 
public not only the recommendations of the committee, but also the 
Government decision. But as I have already said, the House may 
take it that relief, and I hope considerable relief, will be given to 
the rural people and the contribution from the provincial revenue will 
not be inconsiderable. I do not think 1 need go into details, but once 
more I will ask my friends of the Opposition to remember that the 
stereotyped attack on the police should cease, and that there should 
be more appreciation of the work that is being done by a body of 
public servants who are subjected to criticism and seldom receive the 
commendation that is due to them for the duties they perform. It 
may be that the police are not quite up to our expectations, but iK)88ihly 
there are reasons why this remark still sticks to the police. There 
is no doubt, however, that conditions have improved in the matter of 
recruitment, and the standard is now much higher than it was many 
years ago. As regards corruption itself, I think I can say without 
contradiction that il is now much less than what it was before, and 
there are at the present moment in the police force honest officers whose 
integrity cannot be called in question. I submit that nothing is gained 
by continuous criticism without any word of appreciation— — 

Mft 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: What about the repression on 
political workers by the special police? 

Mfi SPEAKER: That has not been discussed yet. 

Tht HonlllE Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, I dh not want 
to speak any longer, but I find Mr. Niharendu Dutta Masiundar 
coming to this House. I may inform him that I had to make certain 
oomments on his speech in his absence, and 1 hope I will be excused 
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if I could not withhold my observations although he was absent. 1 
may tell Mr. Dutta Maaiundar that his remarks about the high- 
handedness of the police were not quite justified, and that I was trying 
to justify that the “Police” budget is not much too high, and that 
the expenditure is justified by the nature of the duties which the 
pMice are called upon to perform. It may be that there are differences 
of opinion, but I am sure there are members in this House who will 
agree with me, and that is my consolation. I never expect that there 
will be no difference of opinion, because that would make the Assemlbly 
a lifeless institution. There must be differences of opinion, and there 
must be remarks and criticisms. 

I have got nothing further to add, and for the reasons that I have 
stated, I oppose the motion. 

The cut motion of Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar that the demand 
of Rs. 2,20,5*1, 000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think that as the cut motions of Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal and Mr. Giasuddin Ahmad are of an identical nature, 
they can be taken up together. 

The cut motions of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal and Mr. Giasuddin 
Ahmed that the demand of Rs. 2,20,5*3,000 for e.vpenditure under the 
head ‘•‘29 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 
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The Ayes being 31 and the Noes 101, the motions were lost. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Es. 2,20,53,000 for expenditure under the head 
“29 — Police'’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, we hear too much of a nation-building budget, but is it not 
that there is something that may be called a nation-bleeding budget? 
I would call the “Police” budget of this Government as a nation-bleed- 
ing budget. Tbe Ministry is going deeper and deeper into the heart 
of the province to suck more and more of the nation’s blood. 

Talking of this budget, Sir, I am reminded of Darwin’s Theory 
of Evolution according to which everything grows, evolves and 
expands. So does the demand under the head “Police” grow from 
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year to year and the figures swell and go on mounting up with the 
passing of years in an alarmingly quick speed. There is no knowing 
when it will reach the farthest limit. 

Just look at the figures for the last four years. The police expendi- 
ture was 224 lakhs in 1938-39, 228 lakhs in 1939-40 , 236 lakhs in 
l^iO-41 and 2*18 lakhs in 1941-42, i.c., an insignificant increase of 
Es. 14 lakhs in four years! 

In this connection, I may say that the standard of police expendi- 
ture in this province is far in excess of that in the other major 
provinces in India. Let us look at the figures for 1937-38 which are 
now available to us. In that year the Punjab spent 123 lakhs, 
Bombay spent Es. 142 lakhs. Madras spent Rs. 164 lakhs and the 
Central Provinces Rs. 164 lakhs, while Bengal spent Rs. 220 lakhs. 
So, do Government realise what this ever-increasing expenditure under 
the head “Police” really means to the province? The “Police” budget 
in Bengal consumes more than 16 per cent, of Bengal’s total revenues 
at the cost of nation-building activities. I remember, Sir, some time 
after the last Great European War of 1914-18 some great e<‘onomistH 
and thinkers of the world met at a Conference to consider some 
questions relating to the post-war reconstruction of the world and laid 
down for the guidance of the world among other things a very salutary 
principle, namely, that the police and the military together in any 
State in normal times should not consume more than 10 to 12 per (*ent. 
of th5 total revenues, but in Bengal the police consumes 16 per cent. 
That is a very sad commentary on the administration of the province. 
The figures I have quoted show that Bengal spent heavily, very 
heavily, abnormally heavily upon the police, but what is th(‘ service 
we get in return? Is it commensurate with the large expenditure 
Bengal makes on police? Are crimes on the decrease? Is Bengal 
having less murder, less daeoity, less riot, less offences against women 
or indeed less tho.se offent^es that disfigure Bengal’s flf>cial life? My 
answer to that question is an emphatic “no”. I would say with all 
the emphasis at my command that the police have shown themselves 
inefficient, hopelessly ineflBcient in dealing with these crimes. That 
is my charge#against the police. I charge them with inefficiency. It 
is a disgraceful state of affairs that while we spend heavily upon the 
police, crimes are increasing systematically from year to year. I 
therefore charge the police with inefficiency. Sir, ray charge sheet 
against the police has been prepared by no less a person than the 
Inspector-General of Police himself. I would refer you, Sir, and 
the House to the Report of the Police Adipiniitration of the province 
of Behgal excluding Calcutta and Suburbs for the year 1939 by 
Mr. A. D. Gordon, c.i.e., Inspeytor-General of Police, Bengal. Last 
year, speaking on the “Police” budget, I am referring to tbe same 
report by the same officer for the year 1938, I said that there had 
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been a marked increase in some serious crimes in 1988 on the quin- 
quennial average of the five years 1933-37, t.e., five years just 

previous to the advent of the present Government. I take the situa- 
tion in 1938 and in 1939. I will show that the situation has now 
become worse. Let us look at the figures drawn by Mr. Gordon 
himself in his report of 1939. It shows an all-round increase ^in 
serious crimes of all descriptions on the figures of 1938. The total 
volume of crimes rose from 44,496 in 1938 to 49,501 in 1939, t.e., 
an increase of 6,046 cases, and these include all crimes of all descrip- 
tions. They include riot, arson, theft, burglary, robbery, offences 
against women and what not. 

Now, Sir, let us say just a few words on offences against women 
which I mentioned last. These offences are increasing by leaps and 
bounds, and Government also admit that, as we find from the Govern- 
ment reply to Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s starred question No, 92 
this session. We find that these crimes are increasing. Have any 
steps been taken? The Hon’ble the Home Minister says that the 
Inspector-General of Police and the Commissioner of Police are fully 
alive to the serious situation of crimes, and the police are doing all 
that is necessary to check these offences. Sir, I am not prepared to 
accept the statement made by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. I can 
ihow that the police have done nothing to check these abominable 
crimes. 

In this connection, I would refer to the Sonaimuri abductiofl case. 
It may be remembered that not very long ago a brutal outrage was 
committed on the wife of an Assistant Master of Sonaimuri School in 
the district of Noakhali. For some time the accused had absconded 
and the Superintendent of Police had withdrawn case against three 
accused. Subsequently, however, the accused persons returned, and 
though these people were alleged to have committed a heino^ crime, 
nothing has been done by Government so far to place them in a court 
of trial. Sir, if in these circumstances anyone says that the police 
bad a soft corner in their hearts for the accused persons, will it be 
very unfair? I do not know who is the gentleman occupying the 
position of Superintendent of Police of Noakhali. Whoever he may 
be, whether he bears the name of a Hindu, Muslim or Christian, he 
ought to have been removed from office for this one single atrocious 
act. With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. ABULSOIAIN AHMED: JtSWfe >rlm. 'jfSrt ^ 

’ttWtlJSfl arora ■’I'fWl >jf ▼firs 5# l Police 

BqMttaMaiM ▼▼ft Upper Serrice 4^ 4¥S Lower Service 

Upper Service^r cmm 1. P. S. ▼m CTI WH Lower 
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SbnioM? C*lW*ff ^"TSUFfir TOR I <4^ f% TORT 

Ifil «RfT WW ifft CVOm ^ 1 '"gfW! InspectoT-Oftiiwral of 

Polices? TO Senior I.C.S. OfficerC*R W rtc^ CTO (R«?n 4TO 

I jcTO3Fffi^ TOiR, tjTO TOr»n TOc»nr 

TO«f CTO%r Departmental promotion I. G. > 

<£ip[^ I. G.^, R^nRT I. P.C*R f^F TOT CTO^ TOR^ 

C? (RtCTO ^tCFR colleague f^R ? 

TOIOT Lower Serviceii3ir Police officer^, ^5^ 

punishment TO CTO tffeTO TO^n TO ^ I TOR TOI 

Departmental promotion I, G. <R^TO ®ft?R C*rS^ SfTO! 

»11TOR Magistrate promotion cTOT CTOT Lieutenant-Governor 
C?rt?:^ Tots I <7r ?pn fei ^ TO*f <4^ to Lieutenant- 

GoveniorOT MagistrateCTO (TT control TO^ ^ I (TOF 

Chief Minister TOTITO pointed attention draw cTOf| I Inapector-GeneraUf 
TO I. C. S.vil^ senior cTO (RTO1 I 

TOTO TO <4^ C^r^Thr Police officer TOl Upper gradeoif'Q^ 

Lower gradeog^ 5ig— TOt D. 8. P.CTO TOl CTOfI I uq^ TO 
post create ^ (TOTO Lower Service^jQ^ CTOTOI ^PR TOR 

CTO5 ^ TOR I “He is nothing but a TOR" I TO TOT TO TOT I 
TOfro Tot c*f^^ Circle InspectorCTO TO5^ Lower Service 

Policetij^ administration ^T7^ TOF I ftR, TO Inspectorfi TOR 
subordinateCTO TOt* control TOTO TOR ’H I TOTO 

honest ^pT CfR C^fOl, it fTOTfC^ RTOl RtC^ ^pRl, Ppf 

TOR hcmestyir (RR ^ I 

Sir Naaimuddin<iiTr ^ fell Rtft ?fR fel Wl TOTORl CTOrt| 

^ I. g.ti posM I. c. s. CTO (ym toi tori vto 

'flCTOlTO teJR, ^ CTO TO I TO^ feCI fePf 

TOR »icw TOTOi B. C. S. -‘ifl^R fen certain percentage of 
Inspectors recruit CTOi TO I 

Sir Naeimuddin c-TlC^ ICTO certain peroenUge ; TORI CTOrf| fiO 
per cent. Inspector TOR recruit TOR *RTO I TOf TOtCfl 

^llR TOif I fvJpH TOR GJRCR TOn TOT5 honestly 
TO CTOTO I R^STO TOR TO B. C. S. ♦ffiRR 1%TO fel Inspeotor 
r^crvdt 5Wl TO* 6TO (RS I RR Cir TO Inspector^ TO 

ctof s, p. Cerent to d. s. p.? to fetor c^iror trfevi 

TO TOR TO TOTOTn TOfe TOfit CW ^ TO ^flTOPf 
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Utor Europeftn fivci Sir Nwsiiniiddin ^ 

^ ^ I Chief Minister 

Jftm ftMflffi PfW 5tC^ (?^ I 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I rise to support the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen and 
to oppose the main demand. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister was 
telling us that we should not be slow in appreciating the police. We 
should appreciate the good works done by the police; at the same 
time we should not be slow in deprecating their high-handed actions, 
and in supporting this motion I will only cite a few examples of acts 
of high-handedness and vagaries of the police in my district. 

Overzealous police of Dinajpur encouraged by the then over- 
aealous District Magistrate Eai J. P. Roy Bahadur committed many 
illegal and high-handed acts of barbarity on the poor and innocent 
villagers of my district. Their activities were such as is only possible 
when anarchy and chaos prevail during any political upheaval or 
during wide wars, Much-talked-of administration established by law 
and order was almost at an end for at least four days in those unhappy 
areas, and this state of hopeless lawlessness might have continued 
unchecked for many more days if on receipt of this heart-rending news 
I and thereafter my friend Mr. Premhari Bamia had not gone to those 
localities. 

The officer in charge of the Nawabganj police-station with his 
assistant sub-inspectors, constables, dafadars, chaukidars and a few 
villagers raided the houses and asaulted inmates both male and female 
of villages Chawkmohon, Beharapara, Madhyapara, Aldatpur and 
several others in the Nawabganj police-station. Some of the police 
party entered the bed-rooms in the early hours of the morning while 
the female inmates were yet in their beds, entered the kitchen, 
damaged household articles, in a few cases took away cash belonging 
to the villagers when the majority of the male folk being panic- 
stricken left their respective homes, and algo made objectionable, 
indecent, and sarcastic remarks towards the females and used vulgar 
and abusive language towards them. These high-handed and 
atrocious activities began in the early hours of the 25th June and 
continued at intervals up to the 28th June. Chaukidars and dafadars 
were carrying spears (vallas) and the police carrjdng guns during the 
aforesaid raids. The officer in charge of the Parbatipur police-station 
and his staff also assaulted some male and female residents of village 
Ehamar Hcmsainpur within his jurisdiction, but his activities were 
rather confined to a lesser number of persons and houses, but none-the- 
leia high-handed and barbarous. Before giving instances and describ- 
ing definite cases, it would be pertinent to mention as to why the 
villagers were subjected to such punishment. In 1939 there were 
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Agrarian troubles in my district due to tbe prevalence of some very 
k^d and iniquitous arrangements and methods in the matter of 
realisation of tolls in hdU^ market-places and fairs and realisation 
of paddy and other crops from the adhuars. The then District Magis- 
trate and the Subdivisional Officers in co-operation with us took care 
to ^certain the grievances of the cultivators and the tenants and 
found them to be genuine. They in their wisdom did not think of 
adopting suppressive and oppressive measures, but tried honestly and 
sincerely to give some relief to the oppressed and aggrieved peasantry 
with the result that the troubles subsided. There was practically no 
agrarian movement in the district so to speak, and conditions were 
returning to normal state when came, transferred from Berhampore, 
the valiant Eai J. P. Roy Bahadur and took charge of our district. 
We are informed that he has been in the cadre of District Magistrate 
superseding the claims of a very large number of Deputy Magistrates 
as a reward of oppressive and suppressive activities in the Mymensingh 
and the Midnapore districts. This gentleman was organising Kishan 
meetings, specially inviting them to attend, but I am informed he used 
in his speeches to vilify and abuse Kishan movements, Kishan leaders, 
and to hold out threats that if they did not cease to be members of 
Kishan Committees they would see his '*Kali Marti"' and ''IJgra 
Mnrti'' i.e., his ferocious image (role) and would have to adopt his 
advice at the point of the bayonet. Naturally, the Kishans would not 
like this treatment and used to leave his meetings in a body. This 
would wound the vanity of this ambitious Magistrate, and he would 
order for arrest of some among them and issue illegal orders for release 
on a bail of Rs. 10,0CK) each. It is in consequence of such policy that 
the police arrested several Kishans in Nawabganj police-station. 
Some of them demanded to show them the warrant of arrest and the 
police in their arrogance did not show the warrants of arrest. Tbe 
trouble arose and the police tx)ok recourse to the aforesaid high- 
handed activities for teaching a lesson to them for questioning their 
own whimsical manner of executing orders. Without naming the 
persons who were subjected to cruel and inhuman treatment, it will 
do if I cite a few of the instances. At Chakmohan one woman was 
under a mosquito curtain in a lying-in room. The mosquito-net was 
raised with a lathi and she was assaulted. Two other female inmates 
and a young man were also assaulted because they raised a hue and 
cry. In Aldatpur two houses were raided and from one some cash 
amount was taken away. The raiding party cut immoral jokes with 
the womenfolk and asked them to give them pan (betel). At 
Beharapara and Madhyapara they entered a large num- 
ber of ’ houses during tbe early hours of the morning, dragged 
and pushed women from out of their beds, in some cases took 
off their veils with the help of lathu and remarked lightly, “Undress 
yourselves, for you might have kept your male folk concealed under 
4 
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your wearing clotks.” At Khamar Hossainpur several persons were 
kept confined in the police camp, assaulted and forcibly made to give 
thumb impression on blank papers. One woman was assaulted with 
the butt-end of a gun. Dafadars and chaukidars were going round 
the villages and threatening men with arrest and asking them to pay 
some money so that they might induce oflScers to withhold arrest 
warrants against them. They were realising money in this way from 
overawed and panicky villagers. Some other villagers who had to do 
something with police, also realised money from villagers in this way. 
These are only a few instances of the many that occurred. I went 
to the locality on the 30th June, went round the places on foot, 
questioned a large number of them, and took notes of their statement. 
Before going, I wrote to the Superintendent of Police to send a res- 
ponsible police officer from the town so that we may jointly investigate 
into the matter. He refused this offer of co-operation. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, may I kindly be allowed two minutes more to finish my 
speech ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, it is verj^ difficult to extend the time- 
limit because the distribution of the entire period is limited, and the 
time-limit cannot be extended in a particular case without curtailing 
the time-limit of another speech. There is always the danger that a 
member is not able to finish his speech within the specified time in the 
case of written speeches. When you require more time, it is better 
that you should arrange the matter with your Party Whips. In view 
of the fact that it is almost impossible to extend the time-limit, I 
hope there will not be any such request in future. However, as a 
special case I am allowing you, Mr. Kundu, a little more time to 
conclude your speech. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Thank you, Sir. I wrote 
suecessively to him giving details of the result of my investigation 
after I had returned and requested him to personally verify my 
report. I also requested the Sadar Subdivisional Officer to enquire 
into my reports and furnished him with the names of persons and 
villages, as I understood that he was going to enquire into two cases 
instituted against the police complaining about the unlawful and high- 
handed activities above referred to. It would not be out of place to 
mention here that the complainants and witnesses to the incident were 
arrested immediately after they had instituted the cases, so that they 
might not prove their cases, and actually one case was dismissed and 
one was forced to withdraw his case. It is not therefore possible for 
the aggrieved villagers to hav^ any relief in the court of law also. 
If an independent enquiry is made, the truth may come out. I 
believ€ these officers may be appreciated by the authorities concerned 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


47 


1941.] 

aud even promoted to hijfher and better jwBts, but I must tell the 
House that these officers do not deserve any appreciation, for they are 
the enemies of the administration. They help discontentment to 
grow and increase and disturb normal administration by their (»ver- 
zealousness, only with the selfish motive that they will be appreciated 
and promoted without (taring that such actions on their part may 
sprl^ad dissatisfaction, so much so that administration may be 
impossible. The authorities did not stop here, but prosecuted one 
8j. Sachindu Chakravarty, a young lawyer, because he helped me 
in the said enquiry. My name stood first in the list t>f accused in the 
police report, but I was not prosecuted. This prosecution failed and 
ended in acquittal on appeal. The District Judge Mr. (t. B. Synge, 
in his illuminating judgment, acquitting him remarked, that there 
was no evidence to show that he organised, held or tiwik part in any 
public procession for furtherance of an object which was prohibited 
under the Defence of India Act. He also remarked: “It is also 
pointed out that, although the occurrence was on the ddth of June, 
the sub-inspector did not ask for prosecution of anybody until the 4tb 
of July by which time he would have knowm that the Subdivisional 
Officer had re(!eived Nishitha Babu’s letter.” Concluding the judgment 
the Judge says, “In my opinion the prosecution, having laid itself 
open to the suspicion that the case is a fabrication, has not proved 
that the accused made a speech at all.” 


Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: Sir, I do not propose to join in the chorus of 
abuse for which sole purpose the cut seems to have been moved, nor do 
I consider the police inefficient. On the other hand, 1 have great 
respect for the efficiency of the Police Department working as they do 
under difficult conditions. To-day I want to draw' the attention of 
Government to the traffic control in Calcutta because I feel that some- 
thing could be done to improve it. In jiarticular, I would like to draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Police Depart- 
ment to the absolute lack of facilities at important crossings for 
pedestrian traffic. Traffic control in Calcutta is confined to the control 
of vehicular taaffic, and there is only one place at which pedestrian 
traffic is given facilities, and that is at the north-western corner of the 
Dalhousie Square and Writers’ Buildings. This, I understand, w’as 
introduced as an experimental measure, but it has long passed that 
stage. It has proved itself to be a very effective and efficient measure, 
and I do not see any reason why similar facilities should not be pro- 
vided for pedestrians at other important places. I believe such control 
is in existence in European countries, and I see no reason why it should 
not be put into effect over here. I believe also that if would go to the 
benefit of both the pedestrians and motorists because they would 
certainly both be more comfortable on the roads. 
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The other poittt to vdiich X waai^ to refer ir the lack of mechanical 
control at very important crossings. And in this connection I may tell 
the House that my complaint is not that too much money is spent 
on the police,^ but I tJ^nk that some more money should be spent to 
enable them to make improvements. It is no wonder, therefore, that to 
meet the increasing demand for traffic control the police that shquld 
be attending to their ordinary duties of watch and ward are now being 
employed to control traffic. I think it is the first duty of a Govern- 
ment to maintain an adequate and efficient police force, no matter 
whether it is expensive or not; it is the foundation on which rests all 
the other activities of society. Here I might say, I think it should be 
possible to allocate some of the proceeds of the Motor Vehicles and 
Petrol Taxes for the cost of additional i>olice force to be recruited 
for the control of traffic in Calcutta. 

There is one more point to which 1 would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister, before I sit down. It is this. There 
is a hand-driven cart, commonly known as a ^'thalaf/ary''. It is 
a positive danger on the streets of Calcutta. It is usually worked by 
two or three men who have absolutely no control over it. The men who 
actually propel these carts are blissfully ignorant of the most ordinary 
traffic rules. They usually Wlong to the coolie class who do not find 
other employment, and simply do it for a living. I think it is high 
time that Government brought in an Act to control these men, because 
I understand under the traffic rules as they stand to-day tliei^e is no 
way of bringing these people to book. They ara daily labourers and 
the owners of the carts do not keep any register, and there is no rule 
by which the police can insist on registration or control over them. 
With these words, Sir, I suggest that the Hon’ble Minister will give 
these matters his serious attention. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE, Bart: Mr. Speaker, Sir, one of the 
many charges of inefficiency levelled against the police is lack of 
proper traffic control in Calcutta. No one will deny that the condition 
of traffic is unsatisfactory or that any solution is in sight. I fear that 
Government must accejd part responsibility for this as I consider they 
have not made full use of the means at their disposal. 

There is a Traffic Advisory Committee which has held regular meet- 
ings since its institution in 1934. Many schemes have been formed and 
proposals for the improvement of traffic conditions put forward, but in 
spite of assurances by Government thatl the committee’s recommenda- 
tions would receive careful consideration, little or nothing has been 
done. 

Such improvements — and they are all either minor or of an experi- 
mental nature — as have been carried out have been financed sparingly 
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$lid after great delay from Police Funds or the Public Works Depart- 
ment grant for the maidan. 

All major schemes such as the Gyratory at the junction of Chow- 
ringhee, Corporation Street and Ochterlony Road — to mention only 
one, and I have no doubt there are many others even more desirable — 
have been shelved because Government would not provide the necessary 
funds. 

Repeated representations have been made, not only by the Traffic 
Advisory Committee itself, but also by other bodies as well. I have here 
a copy of a letter, dated the 8th March, 1940, addressed to Government 
by a body whose views on the problem certainly entitle them to con- 
sideration. In spite of two reminders, one dated 15th April, 1940, and 
another dated 4th February, 1941, not even a formal acknowledgment 
has been vouchsafed by Government. 

I consider, therefore, that Government should give the House an 
assurance that adequate funds will be provided out of the Motor 
Vehicles Tax to enable the committee to function efficiently. My Party 
cannot support the cut motion, but we would welcome a reply from the 
Hon’ble Minister on this point. 


RA8IK LAL BISWAS ; I 

^ House^ii (TPT^ suggestion 

^ ^ I cn wint fro 

(Tit TO ^ ^ ^ i 

3irg pf ff[^ ^ ^ I TO w 

wv gnrtro i (to efficiency towi 

question I Effi^iency^ff BRT (Tl ^ ^ 

'inn TOT ^rtfr i oi ^ iT'sm i ^ ^ 

TO cTO efficiency, efficiency TO ft<^Tnr CTtTO TO ^ I 
TOirra Scheduled Casteifl? CTO Ttft ^ I 

Intelligence Branch T Special Branoh^i) Scheduled Caateiim OTO ^ 
TSlt Ttr^l Ttft 'ilfro GovemmenM? fTO*^ jf (TBrff I 

4t ^ BranohiS Scheduled Caateoi? TOi <3ffT ^ 

TOT TO Tfft SI I Scheduled Oai4e<4f T, TO (Tft, 
TTOf TOT ^ T# CStCTO Of ^ T’jgT 

C’tC^ TlCSf I vflt Special Branch Intelligence Branchtg 

TiTOff CTO ^ TOF oWn TtTOfS Carter? ftWi TOT TTOCII CTO TO 
ITS reiMai -TO TO TOCT STO TOB Govemmentaaf fts STO TO 
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I ^ Cfn (7R1 WWf 

<PT^tC^ C^Tf^ I (?H (TRFfir (TT 4^ Departmental 

mr, ^Wc*rff csft^ c^ ^ i 

?l «RI ^Wc*f9 C? ^<IC^ 4^ ^lRt?r 

c?tnrr^ 4^^ ^ 4fiT7f 

C^T% I Scheduled Cagte4^ C^ 

fVj c^ c^ ^mi (x\ivii\ 4^^ ^f?n 4^ TR71 c^twrs^H ^ #c?^ 

1 ^ ^ Scheduled Ca8te4^ C^ 

^?n SfB^ #yi c^T^ c5Tt^ 5imi i 

Scheduled Ca3te4^r C^ ^ Department4 C^, 

controlling authorities^ ^3rC<fT Cs^ C^ C^C5^ ^I1U5 

case by default C5tni ^ 4? Govemment4=ff ^ I 

The Hon*ble Mr^ A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, various 
points have been raised and various matters discussed in the course of 
this debate, but there is one matter about which I feel that I owe it to 
the House to make a brief statement. 1 refer to the class of offiences 
which we all loathe and abhor — I mean the offences against women, 
whicli have unfortunately shown a slight tendency to increase during 
the last few years. In 1988, the number of such offences reported to 
the police was 1,087; in 1989 it was 1,141 ; and up to November, 1940, 
the number has been 1,199. 

Now, Sir, these offencej^ are very difficult to deal with for various 
reasons. In the first place, there is a natural reluctance of the memhers 
of the family where these victims reside to expose to the public their 
sorrtJMs and their shame and the reluctance also of the people to give 
evidence or bring the matter to a court of law. Secondly, Sir, there is 
hardly any criteria by which it could be decided in what way we can 
ascribe the sudden increase of crimes of this description. The House 
maJC^ rest, assured that Government deprecate the situation that has 
aHsen and they yield to none in their hatred and loathing of the con- 
tejnl)tible creatures who are guilty of such abominable crimes. In 
normal times the dilBSculties of controlling such offences are very great 
and the difficulties have increased in abnormal times such as at the 
present moment when owing to various calls the police find it difficult 
to keep constant watch over the suspected criminals. Sir, so long as 
even one offence is reported against women, we as Government will not 
remain satisfied with the situation. I ask for the confidence and the 
co-oi)eration of the whole House in dealing with these offences and in 
helping Government to try and bring about a situation in which such 
offences would be impossible. Sir, much has got to be done by the 
leaders of public opinion, and 1 am sure there is not a member of any 
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community who for one moment would not only not encourage but would 
be reluctant to discourage offences of this description. It has been 
found that sometimes these offences take place and sometimes normal 
conditions are restored, but every time that these offences are reported to 
the police, vigorous steps are taken to bring the offenders to book, and 
it *18 seldom that cases of this character fail on account of the lack of 
activities of the police. 

As regards the general remarks that have been made, I have nothing 
to say. I only ask for the indulgence of the House to consider the 
difficult set of conditions under which the police in the country perform 
theii duties. I also ask the House to realise that Government have got 
no particular liking to saddle the exchequer with a ( lass of public 
officers who would be considered unnecessary and even incompetent, 
but that they are siding with those who hold the view that police should 
be .sui)ported solely because without police it is impossible to maintain 
law and order. We have got to realise the fundamental requisites of 
ouij advance. In whatever direction we may want an advance to be 
made, it depends on the maintenance of law and order and the existence 
of, peace and tranquillity in the province. In the firs! instance, the 
duty of maintaining law and order and peace and tranquillity must 
rest with the police, either urban or rural, and it is not by trying to 
find fault so much as by encouraging the people who have got to per- 
form these duties that we will be able to attain something like perfec- 
tion in this state of things, and we will be able also to see that condi- 
tions are brought about in which offences either against persons or 
property become impossible. There is a natural tendency to look upon 
everything relating to the “Police” budget with 8Usj)icion. The whole 
budget is before the House and even to those who hold that the expenses 
are on the high side, I would submit that there are various considera- 
tions which have led the Government to put forward this demand before 
the House. We know very well that we have got to justify expendi- 
ture of even a single pie, I mean the increased expenditure in relation 
to the police, and it is not a very pleasant thing to us to present} a 
budget which is more expensive than what it was in previous years. 
But we are forced by circumstances to ask for more money because more 
work is required of the police, and it is from that point of view ib*t 
I ask the House to take a more indulgent view of the situation ond 
believe Government when they say that this money is absolutely 
required and required for no other purpose than for the maintenance of 
peace and tranquillity and law and order in the province. 

Sir, before I sit down I wish to say a few words about some remarks 
that have been made by Mr. Abul Hossahi Ahmed. His suggestion 
about direct recruitment of inspectors deserves very serious considera- 
tion, and we will consider bo^ far a suggestion like that can be 
implemented in actual practice. 
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The motion of Mr. Atui Chandra Sen that the " demand of 
Be. 2,20,68,000 under the head “29 — ^Police'* be reduced by Be. 100, 
wai then put and loft. 


Mr. SPEAKERS There is one motion in the name of Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Haehemy about the arrest of Muslims during the Muharrum. 
May I know if that matter ie still under judicial investigation? 


Tha HiMl’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQS Tee, it is still under police 
enquiry. 


Mr. SPEAKER: So long as the matter is under judicial investiga- 
tion, I am afraid, it cannot be moved. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, we are told that all the 
arrested men have been released and there is no person w'ho is under 
arrest now. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Still as the matter has gone to Court, it cannot be 
moved. 


iMr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: You remember, Sir, that there 
was an adjournment motion which was given notice of from this side 
and which is still pending in your file. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am helpless. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Faalul Huq that a sum of 
Be. 2,20,63,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — 
Police” was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the members have noticed the change in 
the programme for to-morrow. Instead of “Medical and Public 
Health/' we will take up “Irrigation and Civil Works." 


AiQoumimiH. 


It being 8-10 p m.— 

The House was adjourned till 4-46 p.m. on Thursday, the 20th of 
karch, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proeeediacs of the Bengal LegUlatiee AMemUy asaenibled 
under the provitiont of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 20th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

PrtMiit : 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.E., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 180 members. 


Dacca riot. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, before you take up tlie ques- 
tions may we know from the Government about the present communal 
situation at Dacca? 

Mr, SPEAKER: In the absence of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, 
who has proceeded to Dacca in this connection this morning by a ’plane, 
I can tell you that as far as I am aware the situation is somewhat 
better. But I cannot take any responsibility for this statement. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May we know from the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy about the latest developments? 

The Hon’Mc Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the situation 
is much better and is now under control. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wfakh oral tamwmm wmm tfiwmi) 

Covonuiiofit oitim to Distriet ngfuylbig MSing of mcotlngi 

by IN PiiblN 

(When question No. *176 was called out Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy rose to a point of order before the printed answer was read 
out.) 

SYED MLALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
With regard to the answer given to my Starred Queetion No. 176, I 
Wfnt to know whether the reply is in order or not. We have asked 
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whether meetingei which seek to disciws the Jute Eegulation Act of 
1940 or other enactments of this Province have been banned, and you, 
Sir, will find the answer in the printed reply. It is* for you to decide, 
Sir, whether the answer ^s in order or not. 

Mr. SPEAKERS How can I know that unless I have the whole ^le 
about it before me? You can ascertain that by putting supplementary 
questions. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the point is whether 
the answer is at all relevant. We ask you, Sir, to decide that point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not read the answt^r yet. Let me first hear 
the Hon’ble Minister’s reply. 

M76. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY, Mauivi ABU 
H088AIN 8ARKAR and Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that instructions have been issued by 
Government to the District Magistrates asking them to ban all meetings 
which seek to discuss the Jute Regulation Act, 1940, or other enact- 
ments of this Province? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMiZUDDlN KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Such instructiouH have been issued in 
respect of protests against the enforcement of jute restriction as already 
decided upon and ordered under the Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 1940. 

(b) Such protests would inevitably have led to incitement to break 
the law and might have resulted in such breaches on a wide scale. 
They would have been attended with imminent danger of a breach of 
the peace. The inevitable consequences of a contravention of the 
provisions of the Jute' Regulation Act, would be economic distress of 
a gravity which cannot be estimated and Government would have been 
compelled, in order to enforce the law, to make demands upon their 
security services which would almost certainly have involved the 
utmost danger to the public order and safety. Government did not 
consider that they oould run these risks consistently with their responsi- 
bility for the maintenance of law and order and of the economic condi- 
tion of the cultivators. 

8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY! On a point of order, Sir. 
8o far as our question is concerned, there is no mention of protests. 
Hqw can therefore the Hon’ble Minister assume that we sought per- 
mission to record our protests in those meetings? We simply wanted 
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to discuss the Jute Regulation Act and any other enactment parsed 
by this Legislature. I cannot understand why the Hon’ble Minister 
has based his reply on the assumption that we were going to hold 
protest meetings. We want your ruling, Sir, as to whether this is a 
proper answer or not. 


Mfi SPEAKER: I feel that the matter has been somewhat confus- 
ing, You have asked whether instructions have been issued to the 
District Magistrates to ban all meetings which seek to discuss the Jute 
Regulation Act. The reply is that instructions have been issued but 
not for the purpose of what you have sought to ascertain but for the 
pur})ose of banning protests against jute restriction. As a matter of 
fact these instructions are to ban all meetings which are in the nature 
of protests against the enfon'cnient of jute restriction. 


Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Hut instructions are not a part of 
the Jute Regulation Act. We have yet to learn that instructions form 
part of an Act. Hut our re(iuest to you, Sir, is to de(‘ide whether the 
answer given is in order. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou can obtain that information by means of 
supplementary questions. It may be that the answer is incomplete, 
but it is up to you to clear up the position by putting supplementary 
questions. I am sorry, I cannot interfere in the matter. 


Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I submit, Sir. that when 
notices of questions are given, if questions are not directly answered or 
are answered evasively asking for notice if a supplementary question is 
put, the matter may for the time being be disposed of. We may again 
give a fresh notice but Government will again perhaps adopt the same 
attitude. Therefore, I think, it is useless to send in such notices. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand your point. Your point is, I think, 
whether apart from the question of jute restriction people have got the 
right to discuss the Regulation Act itself. 

Mr. MIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The allegation contained 
in the question is whether meetings convened for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the Jute Regulation Act have been banned, and we want a 
definite answer to that question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask that question straight on. 
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Mr. M. SHAMiUODIM AHMED: The question is whether it is 
a fact that instructions hare been issued by the Government to the 
District Magistrates asking them to ban all meetings which seek to 
discuss the Jute Begulatidn Act. It is so very clear, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The proper reply should have been “No, it has 
not been done“. But that information you can elicit by a supple- 
mentary question. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED. Sir, I want that answer from 
the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hwi’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the Government 
orders were not issued exactly in the terms as stated in the question, 
Government have not issued instructions to ban such meetings. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter kindly place on the table a copy of the Government order tlmt has 
been issued ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the orders are con- 
fidential. I can only give the substance of the order but I cannot 
place it on the table. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to give a categorical denial to this part of the question, 
namely, whether the order affects discussion of any Acts of this TiCgis- 
lature? 

Tha Hon'hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already said that. 

MauIvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: What have you said? 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: You have said nothing. 

Tha HafPMa Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, 1 have said some- 
thing — 

(At this stage there was much interruption in the House.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. If honourable members make such 
^terruptions, I shall have to pass on to the next question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May we ask the Hon’ble 
Miniatar through you^ Sir, to give an answer to the question put by 
Rai Harendra Nath ChaudhuriP 
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Mr. SPiAKillS I think the Hon’ble Minister sbonld reply to that 
(question. 

Tht Hofi*ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHANs Sir, will my fnend repeat 
his question? 

• * 

Mr. SPEAKER: His question was whether apart from the question 
of enforcement of jute restriction, is any other enactment or other part 
of the Jute Regulation Act banned? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Any discussion or protest? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Discussion or even protest against any Act. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, first of all, the order 
did not cover discussion merely and, secondly, it did not cover any 
other A(‘t. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state how (Government propose to distinguish between 
discussion and protest? He says that the order does not cover dis- 
cussion but only protest. Therefore my supplementary question is 
how does Government distinguish between discussion and protest. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Discussion of any other issue. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state how it is expected that people will lodge their 
protest against the enforcement of jute restriction — in what form? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANi That is exactly what 
(Government intended to prohibit on the eve of and during the sowing 
season, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government order excludes the 
possibility of protesting against the Jute Regulation Act without in 
actual practice violating the principles of the Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I could not follow 
the question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: To make the question 
clear, 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister: the Jute Regulation Act might be 
disapproved and one might protest against it without actually 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Y our question is; apart from jute restriction, can 
other protests 

Mr. NIHAREKDU D|ITTA MAZUMDAR: No, no, Sir. My ques. 
tion is; I protest against the Jute Regulation Act but in doing so I 
do npt violate the provisions of the Act. I am not violating the law 
which relates to restriction, but I simply disapprove of the ordinance 
or the present Act. 

Mr, SPEAKER: He has made it clear that they wanted that part 
of the Act to be discussed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether people are allowed to protest 
against and voice their disapproval of the Jute Regulation Act without 
however infringing the provisions of restriction in which case they 
are in the clutches of the lawP 

TIra Hon'bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think, Sir, hardly any 
distinction can be made between the two things in actual practice and 
therefore Government does not intend to allow my friend the rope that 
he wants. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state w^hether jute cultivators are allowed to have 
freedom of their opinion in voicing their entire disapproval of the Act? 

Mr, SPEAKER: He has made that clear, namely, that they are not 
permitted . 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether with a view to create public opinion so as to 
amend the Jute Regulation Act, meetings are allowed to criticise the 
Jute Regulation Act, 1940P 

Tfie Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 may state that in cer- 
tain area a gentleman whose name is known to everyone in this House 
had been creating mischief by inciting the cultivators to break the Jute 
Regulation Act and not to abide by the directions of Government. In 
view of that Government thought it fit to take precautions so that things 
like this might not recur. 

Mr. 8YMD JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: No, Sir, my question was 
whether meetings are permitted to criticise the Jute Regulation Act 
with a view to impress upon the Government to amend the Jute Regula- 
tion AotP 
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Mr. SPiAKER: He has definitely said ''no’\ 


Mr^ NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state with reference to his answer just now 
given, that a certain gentleman known to him was inciting violation of 
the Jute Begulation Act, whether any proceedings have been taken 
against that person and whether he has been prosecuted for inciting 
breach of the lawP 


Mr. SPEAKER: Instead of prosecution they have done that. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The question of prosecu- 
tion is still under consideration. 


Communal representation on the staff of offloial reporters in both the 
Houses of Legislature. 

M77. Mr. MIA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total strength of official reporters in both the Houses of 

Legislature ; 

(ii) the number of them that are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the rule 
of communal proportion is maintained in making recruitment to this 
cadre of service? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): The aHention of the honourable mem- 
ber is invited -to the reply given by me on the JUh March, 1941, to 
starred question No. 141 asked by Maulvi Abdul Wahab Khan. 


Condition of health of Or. Bhupal Chandra Boee. 

M7S. Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
the present condition of health of Dr. Bhupal Chandra Bose, b.sc., 
now detained under the Defence of India Buies? 
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Tilt Hofi’IM# Sir BIMY PRAMD •INQII ROYl Tke ammitj 
prisoner referred to, complains of weakness of both the lower limbs and 
rectal stasis for which he is being treated. Otherwise his health is 
good. 

Mr, RIHARERDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state for how long has this prisoner been suffer- 
ing from these complaints? 


The Hoffl’Mt Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Since February 
last. 


Mri SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: What arrangements have 
been made by Government for his treatment? 

The HoiPble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; He was properly 
examined in the Calcutta Medical College and he is under proper 
medical treatment. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; May I know what is his 
present condition? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; His present con- 
dition is, as I have stated, good; it is not otherwise. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who is the doctor under whose treatment he 
is kept at the present moment? 

The HOfPble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He was examined 
in the electro-therapy department of the Medical College, and he is 
following the treatment prest'ribed by the doctor. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: My question has not 
been answered. I am asking who is the doctor under whose treatment 
he is placed at the present moment. His examination took place in 
February, but who is the doctor who is looking after him. 


TN Hoii'bM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 
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UNSTARRED QMES1KM4S 

(to wUch answer was laid on tbe table) 

Qiialificatiofis prosoribed for the posts of Head Maulvis and Assistant 
Mauivis of Government and Covemnientaided schools. 

66. Mauivi 8AYEO AHMED KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Mininter 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state what are 
standard qualifications prescribed for appointment to the posts of Head 
Mauivi and Second Mauivi of the (iovernment and Government -aided 
high schools in Bengal P 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The member is referred to the 
replies given to his unsturred (luestion No. 10 on the 28th Noveml)er, 
1940, on the floor of this House. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

XVI I, •etc.— Irrigation and 50— Civil Works and 81— Civil Works not 
charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar; 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sura of Rs. 32,13,000 be granted for exjx^nditure under the 
heads “XYII — Irrigation — Working Exj)enHes, 18. — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenuea, 18(1). — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from Famine Relief Fund, 19. — (k)n8tniction of 
Irrigation. Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works, financed 
from Ordinary Revenues and 08. — ronstruction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to revenues’’. 
With the amount provided on account of charged expenditure the total 
budget under these heads is Rs. 36, 1^,000 as against the current year’s 
budget grant of Rs. 35,34,000. 

Sir, in moving this demand for expenditure, I would not take much 
time of the House for going into the details of the provisions under each 
head. These details have been explained in the explanatory memo- 
randum on the budget, now in the hands of the honourable members. 
I should, however, like to dwell briefly on some of the important pro- 
visions as regards new works and works in progress, and the programme 
that we have followed and propose to follow in future. 

5 
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A list of new works and works in progress provided for in the next 
year’s budget will be found on pages 27-32 of the Irrigation budget. 

Among the new works, I tbink, the following are worth 
mg 

(/) Improvement of the Bemorta Khal in Khulna district 

Owing to the deterioration of this kha], traffic had to be diveite<l 
to a roundabout route causing considerable im oiiveiiierice to the 
public. There has also been considerable drainage congestion mid 
waterlogging in the extensive hils and low-lying areas. 

The iinproveineiit of this /7/o/ is, tlieiefore. urgenlly needed A 
number of fpiestions in this House was also put urging me to take up 
this work. 

(//) Excavation of a chord cut from the old Kumar river to the 
Upper Kumar river for the improvement of the Lower Kumar tiver 
in the Faridpore district. 

The I iOwer Kumar river in Faridpore district has greatly deter ioi- 
ated owing mainly to the inflow' of a large volume of silt-laden Hood 
water from the Arial Khal through the Uiijiei Kumar which ha^ L‘cn 
cut through by this rivc*r at Nilokhi. The dc'tcrioration, it is rejxotMl. 
has ivached such an acute stage that (*\en during the last flood '.e.i-^on 
the des|nitch services could not use this route and the deterioiaimn 
ia also spreading to the Bil r’oute. A chord cut has. therefore, U*en 
found to l>e necessary in the interest of navigation in the* Madanpore 
Bil rout<‘ and the Lower Kumar river. 

(///) Improvement of the Dhurang Khal in t'hitl.igong distii* ) 

There is a keen demand for irrigation along the old coui'se ot the 
Dhnrang Khal in Lhittagong district and I also telt it during my 
visit to the area. 

(/r) The Bidyadhari-Peali scheme in the 24-Parganas district. 

This is exi>eeted to elfeet improvement in drainage in the jtea 
Noutli and south-c^ast of Caleutta which >utlVis from annual Hcnxling 
during the rains. I had occasions to explain this scheme during the 
a discussion of the Adigauga Improvement Bill ciuite recently. 

(r) The Ghuni-Jatragatchi scheme in the 24-Parganas district. 

The scheme aims at relieving the drainage congestion of the hd 
areas north of the Kristopur canal caused by the rapid deterioration 
of the Bidyadhari river and its tributaries, 

(vi) Improvement of the Karnapara Khal in Dacca district. 

This will improve navigation and relieve drainage congestion and 
also increase the supply of fresh water into the Buri Ganga river near 
Dacca. The urgency of this scheme was brought to my notice by the 
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District Board of Dacca aud I think this will have a far-reaching 
effect on the improvement of public health of this city and the neigh- 
bouring areas. 

(r/V) Improvement of the Marjora Khul in Tip|)era district. 

This will ease flood situation of the area affected by the breaches 
in Ihe right bank of the Gumti river. It is also exixKded to affonl 
l)etter navigation facilities. 

{mii) Improvement of the Thundu Bibi’s Khal in the Bakarganj 
district. 

(/>) Diversion of the Noakhali Khal for protection of the Noakhali 
town. 

The re-excavation of the Thaiida Bibi’s Khal in the Bakarganj dis- 
trict for improvement of public health and (communication, and the 
diversion of the Noakhali Khal for protection of the Noakhali town 
from erosion were f omul emergent. Many ix*titionH and telegrams were 
receiverl from the public (lemanding immediate excMUtion of the works. 
I have, therefore, issued necessary ord(M’s for starting the works in the 
juesent finan<‘iul \ear. 

i.f) Establishment of a Ki\ei lnstitut(» in Bengal. 

I shall -peak ahoiit this in detail lat(‘r on. 

d, ^\s regards irnrks m protjris.^, I may mention, Sii, that a pm\i- 
sioD of Rs. was made in the current year’s budget for 5 mujcjr 

schemes estimated to cost about Rs. 7,87,tHM) in all. These schemes 
.ire — (1) the Toll\ s Nulla Scheme in tin* i^4-l*argana.s district, the 
lUiedra Bil Drainage Scheme in the Natore huImH vision of the Rajshahi 
ilistiict, (d) the scheme fur reclaiming the Madhumati river in the 
Khulna district ((’hitalmari scheme), (4) the Aurora Khal sidienie in 
I he Aramhagh sulKlivision of the Ilooghly distriet and (5) the (‘ontour 
Survey of North Bengal. All these schemes have already Is'en taken 
up this vear, and a further jirovision for these works and for a few 
other works taken up during the previous years and not completed, have 
been made in the next year’s budget. 

4. .Sir. the^ total provision for works in the next year’s budget is 
Hs. 5,81,000. In addition tn this sum, there is a provision of 
Hs. 50,000, for grant-in-aid to the District Boards for execution of com- 
paratively small projects of local iinjKirtunce under the dec<»ntraIisation 
scheme. In my last budget speecb, I explained to this House the 
genesis and the general outlin(?s of this scheme, which contemplates 
initiation, preparation and execution of small proje(ds of local import- 
ance by. the Distric t Boards with a grant-in-aid from the (R>vernment. 
Local Imdies like the Di.strict Boards are the best judges of the irnport- 
‘*nce and urgency of the need of a locality, and when the initiative is 
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left with them ae under the present scheme, it is expected that the work 
will be more expeditious and economical. The sum of Rs. 60,000 pro- 
vided in the current year’s budget under this head has been fully 
allotted for the execution of 15 schemes in the various districts. On 
behalf of the Government I thank those district boards who have taken 
a keen interest in the execution of these local projects and in t|ius 
improving the public health of the rural areas under their control. 1 
trust that other District Boards will also co-operate with the Gk>vern- 
ment in making this scheme a success and send in proposals early for 
the next year so that they may be examined and money sanction^ in 
good time. 

5. Sir, there is another item worth mentioning at this stage, viz., 
Government of India’s grant on minor drainage and flushing schemes 
and improvement of village communications. The House will be 
interested to know that so far about 281 schemes of village communi- 
cations, including waterways, and 28 minor drainage and flushing 
schemes have been taken up from these grants and mostly completed 
in the different districts of Bengal. 

6. I have just now referred to the budget provision that has been 
made by me in respect of the establishment of a River Research Insti- 
tute in Bengal. I should ask the honourable members to view this pro- 
posal on its proper background of the comprehensive policy towards 
Bengal’s rivers, outlined by me to this House three years ago. For the 
convenience of my friends, may I recapitulate the main points of this 
policy and ex[)lain the budget provisions intended to implement the 
sained 

Firstly, since I assumed charge, steps were taken to invite the 
opinion of the members of the Legislature as also the public bodies on 
the basis of a questionnaire about the policy to be a<lopted towards 
Bengal’s rivers. Armed with this opinion, I arranged a conference of 
technical experts and scientists in July, 1938, which arrived at certain 
conclusions. We then framed the main lines on which the Government 
should tackle the intricate problem of the control and regulation of the 
l>ehaviour of the Bengal rivers, having due regard to the regional and 
special needs of Western, Central, North and Eastern Bengal. 

7. Secondly, Sir, I took up the necessary reorganisation of the 
department which was greatly understaffed, as without the machinery 
it would not be possible to implement the forward policy outlined by 
the new Government. Thanks to the approval of this House for my 
proposal in this regard, it has been possible for me to reorganise and 
expand the department to a certain extent on a permanent basis. 
Though it has not been possible yet to recruit the staff to the full 
strength of the expanded cadre for various reasons, I have nevertheless 
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been able to make considerable progress. The department bad two 
circles of superintendence, 8 divisions and 22 subdivisions when I took 
charge of it; the present permanent organisation consists of 3 circles 
11 divisions and 29 subdivisions. I now feel that in comparison with 
the past, the department has been converted into a more efficient 
macHnery, better suited to initiate and prepare major schemes of deve- 
lopment in tune with the new poli(n\ 

8. Thirdly, Sir. there is this proposal to establish a River Research 
Institute in Bengal for which I have made a provision of Rs. 20,000 
in the budget. At this institute the department will be able to test 
the soundness of their proposals by means of models before asking the 
tax-payer to commit himself to heavy expenditure. In other words 
this is an essential ineaHure to ensure efficien(;y of working of the bigger 
schemes of river control and development, and what is more important, 
ensure success and effect economy in the ultimate cost. Honourable 
members are aware that this scheme was also strongly recommended 
by the conference of scientists and experts just referred by me, and was 
prepared with the assistance of an expert whose services were kindly 
placed at our disposal by the Government of the Punjab. The idea 
is to reproduce the river, the condition of its flow and the proposal for 
its improvement in small scale models, which can be done at a very 
small cost at the laboratory, and by studying its behaviour, 
to judge as to the suitability of the proposal and by trial 
and error to find out the most suitable and economical solu- 
tion. This institute will be established as an exf)erimental 
measure for five years in the first instance. The estimated cost 
of the scheme amounts to Rs. 6,96,000 consisting of Rs. 1,06,000 initial 
non-recurring charge, and Rs. 98,000 recurring charge annually for a 
period of 5 years. If at the end of this period Government are satisfied 
as to the result, the question of retention of the institute for a further 
specific period or permanently will be considered. 

9. Fourthly, Sir, from the very beginning we have felt that if the 
river problems of Bengal are to l)e successfully tackled the inter- 
provincial aspects of them should be fully considered and attempts be 
made accordingly. In my last Budget Speech I also touched this 
problem in some detail, I do not propose to cover the ground once 
again, but I would like to inform the House as to the progress that it 
has been possible to make since then. As I told the House, the Bengal 
Government in co-operation with the other Provincial Governments 
concerned set up two Interim Committees, one for the Ganges and the 
other for the Brahmaputra and Meghna Rivers, to frame the necessary 
constitution and function of the proposed Inter-Provincial River Conj- 
missicMis. These Interim Committees have since finished their labours 
and submitted their reports. 
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10. With regard to the proposed Brahmaputra-Meghua Rivers 
Commission, I am f^lad to inform the House that considerable proj^ess 
has been made, as lx)th the Bengal and Assam Governments have accept- 
ed the recommendation? of the Interim Committee, and we have more- 
over been authorised by the Assam Government to address the Govern- 
ment of India on the subject with a request to constitute the Comdiis- 
sioii on the lines of these recommendations. I may mention in this 
connection that with a view to persuade the Government ot India to 
take some interest in the matter and ex|)edite the constitution of these 
(VjmmissionH I went to Delhi last November and discussed the matter 
with the Hon’hle Member in charge. I am glad to be able to inform 
ihe House that the Hon’ble Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar took a very 
svmpathetic view and assured me that the Government of India would 
he prepared to constitute the Commission after the details were dis- 
cussed at a conference of representatives of all the Provinces and States 
concerned, which they propose to convene soon after receipt of our 
official representation on the subject. 

As all the preliminaries have now been settled and the Assam 
Government have since authorised iis t<> address the Government of 
India on their behalf, 1 shall take the necessary step accordingly with 
the least possible dela\ . It is, therefore, e.xpected that the constitution 
of the Hrahmapiitra-Meghna Rivers Commission mu> be a settled fact 
in the course of the coming year. 

The progress with regard to the const itulitm of the proposed Ganges 
River ('ommissio?! has not, however, been quite so satisfactory. The 
Interim Committee has recently submitted its leport which is now unde? 
my C()nsi(lerati(»n. It is, however, expected that after the Brahma- 
jmtra-Meghna Rivers ('ommission has been constituted b\ the (fovern- 
ment of India, the coiustitution of the Ganges River Commission, more 
or less on similar lines, will be conqniratively easier. 

Sir, I think I need not explain in detail why so much importance 
is attached to the constitution of these twt» Inter-ProvincM River 
(^)mmiHsions. The success of many of the measures wliich we propose 
to adopt to solve our river problems is <lependent to a great extent on 
the manner in which the inter-provincial aspects of these problems are 
tackled. There is, for example, the flood problem; even that aspect 
of it which falls strictly in the provincial sphere such as the improve- 
ment of the spill channels, provision of spill areas, etc., is not likely to 
be successful in the long run unless simultaneous steps are taken through 
the agency of these Inter-Provincial River Commissions to stop the 
mischief at the source. In Bengal floods are getting higher and 
higher, and there has been more and more silt choking the river channels 
and making them less and less efficient to carrv' the same, thanks to 
the rate of run-off and soil denudation which are gradually on the 
increase in the up-river areas and the extensive and often indiscriminate 
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disafforestation in the catchment basins. As honourable members are 
aware, the consequences of this unfortunate development are disastious, 
in so far as the countryside of Bengal is concerned. There is then 
another serious menace confronting us in Bengal, due to the decrease 
in the sub-soil storage in the catchment basin of our rivers. It is this 
s\|b-8oi] storage which, by percolation throughout the year, maintains 
the flow in the rivers during the dry season when no rainfall can be 
exjiected and which is so vitally necessary to serve (uir needs for 
navigation, domestic supply and to maintain the innumerable tidal 
< hiinnels and to push down the salt water brought in by the How tides. 

Fifthly, as another side to the implementing of a comprehensive 
river policy we to(>k uj) the contour surveys of the decadent areas of 
Bengal, as these were considered to be essential preliminaries for the 
major schemes of irrigation and flcwjd flushijig. I am glad to inform 
the Hou.se that the survey of Western and Ontral Bengal have been 
completed, and that of North Bengal has been taken up this year and 
is likely to be complete<l in the near future. As a result of these surve\s, 
Sir, it has been possible to prepare a network of irrigation and Hood- 
Hushing schemes. In AVestern Bengal, there is the l)amo<lar-IIo()ghl> - 
Howrah Flushing .scheme which was placed before this Hou.se in the 
last August Session and its approval taken for the execution of the 
same under the Bengal Development Act. It is the intention of the 
tioveriiineiit to push on the .scheme by means of a loan, as soon as fimm- 
ciai circumstances permit and (be prices come down to their normal 
level. In Ontral Bengal we have made an approximate estimate for a 
c(tm}>rehensive Hushing .scheme for the area lying between the 
Bliagirathi and Jalangi rivers. There is >Ct another scheme for the 
.irca lying to the east cd' Jalangi, which is under preparation. A map 
showing the details of these .schemes and the areas likely to be jmprove«l 
by the same ha.s been i)laced on the Library table in order to enable 
lomourable members to visualise the position at a glance. 

Sir, we have also just completed the preparation of approximate 
estimate of costs of the Darake.sw'ar Reservoir project, which has been 
under investigation recently. Owing to the acute distress now [ire- 
vailiiig in Birbhuni district, I paid u visit to Suri recently and took the 
opportunity fo insi>ect the site of the Messanjore Dam which is (he 
main feature of the More Reservoir project. I was very much impressed 
by its natural advantages. I trust the House will agree with me that 
early execution of this project, wJii< h will irrigate about 4,fil,0tM) acres 
in Birbhum, Burdwan and Murshidabad districts, wall provide the most 
effective insurance against famine w'hich periodically visits the.se parts. 

Sii, I trust I have l>ee!i able to convince the House that w'e have 
followed up the outlines of the comprehensive and forward river policy 
energetically and against tremendous odds. As I explained on previou* 
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occasional one of the nnfortunate legacies of the past has been that 
Bengal was never irrigation-mindedi at least not so seriously as the 
sister provinces like the Punjabi Madras or the United Provinces. 
While therefore the problems multiplied and got more aggravated as 
years rolled on, the need for widening the angle of approach and for 
shouldering a heavier financial oommitment also increased correspoijd- 
ingly. During the three years of my stewardship, I think I have been 
able to introduce a reorientation of outlook, remodel and expand the 
machinery to take up its duties efficiently, col^t the necessary data for 
intensive planning, and in spite of great financial handicaps introduce 
a good number of irrigation schemes not only as satisfying pressing 
local needs, but also as essential links in the chain of a comprehensive 
pf)licy towards Bengal's rivers. Our progress has been slow no doubt, 
but we have been able to take definite and surer strides towards that 
glorious end — the resuscitation of the dying rivers of Bengal and the 
putting of new life into the moribund countryside. 

With these words, Sir, I invite criticisms from my honourable friends 
opposite. 

Mri SPEAKERS I would ask you also to move the next demand for 
Civil Works. 

Thi Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazars 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sura of Rs. 1,55,71,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
heads *‘50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue." 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I just enquire, Sir, 
for our individual convenience whether you are going to follow the list 
of business, item by item? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I propose to do is that so far as the gentle- 
men who have given notices of cut motions are concerned, when they 
move their cut motions they can speak on the motions themselves but 
other members who want to speak can speak generally on both the 
demands together or separately. Apparently “Irrigation” is likely to 
take much more time, and it is in order to give better facilities to mem- 
bers to speak on either of the subjects or on both that I have proposed 
a joint debate on both the demands. 

Mr. 8YED 4ALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: Will it not be convenient 
to oppose the main motion of the Hon'ble Minister at this stage before 
any cut motion is moved F 



1»41] DEMAND FOR GRANT. W 

Mr. SPEAKER: Because you have no cut motion to move? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 32,13,000 under heads ‘*XVII — Irrigation, etc.” be 
rej^uced by Rb. 100. Sir, the purpose of my motion is to raise a dis- 
cussion about failure of Government to adopt any irrigation scheme 
for the purpose of improving sanitation and fertility of the soil of 
Bengal. It is well known that many parts of Bengal are constantly 
in the grip of malaria and other fell diseases and Government have to 
increase grants for quinine and anti-malaria schemes. Chief causes 
of these diseases are to be looked for in the stagnant pools of dead rivers 
and in the decadent condition of many rivers, khuls and heels. The 
result of the gradual deterioration of these rivers, khals and heels have 
been that the countryside in most parts of Bengal now look desolate 
with pestilential areas where disease, death and pestilence reign 
supreme, and productivity of the soil is greatly diminished. 

Irrigation is closely connected with agriculture. The agricultural 
population of Bengal are mostly in a famished condition. The world 
famous granaries of Bengal have been turned into unproductive waste 
lands and swampy tracts where germs of various diseases find easy means 
of germination. The Bengal Ministry is responsible for this state of 
affairs. The trouble is that Government do not know where to begin 
and ho^w' to spend the money. Government had provided last year a 
sum of Rs. 50,000 for Bidhyadhari-Peali scheme which will ultimately 
cost Rs. 3 lakhs and has provided Rs. 20,000 for improvement of the 
Eamapara Khal, which will ultimately cost Rs. 1,82,000; and Rs. 20,0(M) 
has been provided for establishment of an institute for river research 
in Bengal which, as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said in his 
Budget Statement, will cost Rs. 6 lakhs in the next five years. These 
are some of the big schemes that Government intend to undertake for 
tackling the river problem of Bengal and which they hope will improve 
sanitation and bring back plenty to the people. 

These expenditures would be thoughtless to say the least. If instead 
of these projects, the Minister in charge had undertaken small irriga- 
tion projects drawn up in consultation with the technical experts of 
Government much could have been hoped to be done. During the course 
of the last four years the Government can be charged with criminal 
neglect of minor schemes of drainage, public health, productivity of 
the soil, re-excavation, etc., which are for the benefit of the country 
and they have hitherto followed the policy of patronising those whose 
support they want for continuance of their power and position. 

In his budget speech Is^t year, the Hon’ble Minister in charge gave 
US an idea of the number of small schemes, district by district, which 
could be taken up in due course. A small number of these projects 
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were taken up and completed. But Government have shown utter lack 
of system in taking^ up the more important works amongst them. 

In my own subdivisii^n of Madaripur two very important projects 
have not been taken up by Government in spite of insistent demands 
by the people. 

One is near the Beel route from Sindiaghat to Oharmaguria. Re- 
excavation of a few miles of dried up and dying bed of the river Kumar 
would have made a very large tract of Madaripur and Gopalganj sub- 
divisions easy of communication and navigation, and the locality around 
w<mld have been healthy and productivity of the soil greatly increased. 
Some 10 years ago (xovernment spent 7 or 8 lakhs of rupees for con- 
structing lock and sluice gates by the sides of this dead river which 
are now a huge waste of public money. 

Then again a three-mile re-excavation of the Palong-Sureswar 
Nulla would have similarly saved a very large eastern part of Madaripur 
subdivision from great deterioration in health and wealtli. Large 
business centres by the sides of this nu]h\ are going to ruins for want 
of this re-excavation. The contour survey of Nortli Bengal is still 
going on and a further sum of Hs. do, ()()() lias been budgeted for expen- 
diture next year, but in spite of the promise of the Minister in charge 
to take up small irrigation projects last year, very little has been done. 

It is also well known that Government have done nothing to (jounter- 
HCt the annual floods which devastate large parts of East and North 
Bengal and damage ami destroy crops. Fortunately, there was very 
little flood last year, but (Government shf)uhl be alert and take preveu- 
tive measures beforehand. G(>vernment have failed to take steps to 
jjvert the annual breaches in the embankment in the river txumti 
(Tij)pera) and liave not yet taken any steps to resuscitate the dying 
river Teetash in the same district. In Mymeusingh some >eurs ago a 
special provision of Us. 24,0(11) was made for improving the Brahmapiora, 
but nothing as yet has been- done in that respect. 

Before I finish. Sir, 1 must refer to the “huge” waste of public 
money in this department through contractors of original and repaii 
works. Most of these contractors are in league with the officers of the 
department in plundering public money by rendering insufficient vork 
and by use of worthless materials. These works when finished are 
easily approved of by higher officers because they get a good share of 
the spoils. 

I must^ also refer to the callousness of Government in finding cut 
the corruption of toll-collecting agencies of this department from a very 
long time passed. Lower officers of the toll department vie with each 
other in getting transferred to lucrative stations, where the agencies 
from top to Imttom plunder public money in the most reckless way. 
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Tliewe toll-collecting agencies get hold of nearly every dealer of fish, 
fniit und vegetables with his Iwat, and receive large presents of these 
arlioles or money for lower tolls. These articles in their turn find their 
wav not only to every agent of the toll office but to the house of higher 
(»fficers who are thus silenced from taking any steps when some bold 
dealer happens to complain of thi> treatment. The out inc«»me of the 
toll office people from other hoatmen. also considerable in unmunt, is 
however generally shared by the people of the Irrigation toll uifioes 
ac'^-ording to their res])ective ranks. Attention of the higher officers 
ot tiie (leparlment has from time t(» time been drawn to these offences 
but Ititherto not a single culprit has been punished though this has 
been going on for more tlian the la>t 2') >ear.s. 

this not reall> shameful for a popular (lovernment H This has 
tt^e <louble effect of degrading the morality of the dealers and of the 
peu]de who come in contact with this department and (d loss of a grent 
]>ait nl juiblic revenue in the shape ot toll receij)ts, all of which are 
approjuiated hy many of the officers employe<l by the Irrigation Depart- 
meat <»i (Tovernment. If the Hon’hle Minister had sense enough tf» 
save this enormous waste, many schemes of immediate imuortance 
could be taken in hand. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the aceeptam^e of 

th^ House. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg t(» move 
that the demand of Rs. 32, Id. (MM) for expenditure under the heads 
“WII — Irrigation, etc.’* be reduce<l by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when 1 rise to j^jieak on irrigation it reminds me 
ol the remarks of the colleague ot the Hon’ble Minister tor Irrigation, 
I mean, the Hou'ble Mr. Suhruwardy. who said — “The manner in 
which another great departmeiif which could have l)eeii f)f untold 
benefit to the people has been starved — I reler to the Irrigation Depart- 
ment— is nothing short of a scandal.” Sir, the best compliment that 
lije Hon’ble Minister has received he has received from his own 
c-dleague, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department 
having nothing to his credit has taken a consolation prize by narrating 
that he has sanctioned Rs. 20, (MM) for the establishment of an institute 
for river research in Bengal. After four long years’ conception the 
Hon’ble Minister has conceived the idea of a research institution. 
Many ^thanks for this trouble and fierhaps now he may have his well 
earned rest. 

Nowhere in the world, irrigation has been so much neglected as it 
has been in Bengal. The Hon’ble Minister may have consolation by 
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setting up a research institute or by putting a few enquiry committees, 
but thereby he will not be able to hoodwink the people of Bengal. 

Let me quote a few lines from the Report of the Irrigation Com- 
mittee of the year 193(1^ The Report says — “Work on irrigation, 
embankments and drainage has been almost confined to the Burdwan 
Division and the environments of Calcutta. It has not been able to 
carry out that class of work for which there is both a popular demand 
and urgent need. The work of flushing unwholesome channels and 
stagnant swamps and restoring decayed rivers and blocked khals to 
activity.” 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, of the six river systems in Bengal let me speak 
about only one system, because time will not permit me to discuss all 
the system as a whole, I mean the Ganges system, with its several spill 
channels in Central Bengal flowing in a south-easterly direction. The 
jVadia and Jessore rivers are the two groups of spill channels of the 
Ganges. The Bhagirathi rises to prominence along with other rivers, 
the Kumar, the Bhairab, the Ichhamati and the Nabaganga. But what 
is the condition of the Nabaganga to-day? My esteemed friend 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdar asks me, “What about your Nabaganga?” If a 
curt and short reply is to be given, it is this : There is a proverb that 
the river Ganges was dried up at the sight of Ratnakar and to-day we 
can very well say the very same thing, that at the very sight of the 
present Cabinet our Nabaganga has almost dried up. (Laughter from 
the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the question of Nabaganga is coming, let me 
narrate a few of the recommendations of the Drainage Committee of the 
year 1907 with regard to the district of Jessore. The first items of 
their recommendations are — 

{i) The re-excavation of the Muchikhali Khal with the idea of 
bringing water from the Gorai into the Kumar near Magura. 

(it) the drainage of the country along the course of the Beng. 

(Hi) The drainage of the country along the course of the Betna. 

(tv) A connection between the Kumar and Nabaganga near Madiar 
Ho war in the Jhenida subdivision with the idea of bringing more water 
into the latter channel. A rough estimate of Bs. 10,000 has been 
mentioned as the likely cost. A suggestion to block the Dhopaghatn 
Khal has also been made in order to keep the water of the Nabaganga 
in its own tied, which at present is here diverted. 

(e) The deepening of the Bhowanipur Khal in the Jhenida aub- 
^ision with the same object, i.e.. in order to bring water from the 
Kumi^ to the Nabaganga. This is said to be likely to cost Rs. 20,000”. 
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Let me proceed to the oomments of the Report where it is stated : — 
“Character of the country visited. The whole district in which the 
enquiry was carried out may be roughly divided into two portions — 

\ ] / that to the north and east in which the rivers are not much 
silted up, are clear of weeds and have a good flow through- 
out the year. These rivers are principally the Kumar, Gorai, 
Madhumati and the portion of the Nabaganga below Magura 
and of the Chitra in the Narail subdivision; 

(2) that to the west and south intersected by the upper portion of 
the Nabaganga, by the Chitra and the Bhairab, all of which 
are much silted up and blocked with weeds, and in dry 
weather become merely lines of stagnant pools”. 

I do not like to narrate any more from this report, but, Sir, in spite 
of these facts which were disposed of long ago and in spite of the fact 
that the late Rai Bahadur J. N. Mazumdar cried in the wilderness for 
ihe resuscitation of the rivers Bhairab and Nabaganga, Government 
have done nothing up to date. The only scheme, the Bhairab scheme, 
which they have introduced has been an utter failure. There has been 
an area of land which has been taken up, but without any result what- 
soever, and perhaps the work has been abandoned by ik>w. If the 
work is ^till in progress, we would like to know from the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of that department, if at all it is in i>r()gress, what 
sort of progress it is and how far it is extended and how far and how 
long it will take to complete the scheme. 

Now. I am coming back to the question of Jessore. liOt me 
narrate a few lines more from the Drainage Committee’s Report. 
Here they say “It is between Mathabhanga on the west and Madhu- 
mati in the east that the area par excellence of decaying rivers lies. 
Here the rivers Kumar, Nabaganga, Lower Bhairab and Icbhamati 
still remain as offshoots from the Mathabhanga towards the south-east 
until (with the exception of the Icbhamati) they encounter the waters 
of the Gorai and Madhumati, which coming by various channels of 
communication from the north-east give a general southward and south- 
westward trend to the river currents. Between the Kumar, Naba- 
ganga, and Bhairab lie a network of connecting streams of which the 
best known are the CTiitra, Beng, Katki, Kabatak, Harihar and 
Bhadra”. I doubt very much whether the Hon’ble Minister has had 
the time to go there to inspect all these things personally. Has the 
Hon’ble Minister ever tried to ascertain the real conditions of these 
livers? Has the Hon’ble Minister ever enquired into the matter 
whether there is a short cut road whereby these rivers can be improved 
to some extent? The Hon’ble Irrigation Minister after He has been 
acquainted with the department for four years has become an expert. 
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I would not be as strict with him as 1 was with the Hon’ble Mr. Sulira- 
wardy, but I would like to point out to him that after four years' long 
experience, he has no idea whatsoever with regard to the irrigation 
requirements of my di8tri|t. If he had any conception, if he had any 
imagination whatsoever, then the district could have been improved to 
a great extent. Whenever any question is put before the Hon’ble 
Minister he gives the excuse that the expert opinion is such and such. 
But who is that expert? What is his opinion? What is the construc- 
tive work that has been done during the last four years? No reply is 
given. This is the opinion, this is the idea which we have gathered 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, so far as the Irrigation Department is concern<^d, 
it is a very technical department. It is not a department on which ^e 
can pass very sweeping remarks but we must know' from the Hon hie 
Minister what he has done up till now, what is his expert opinion, whui 
is the opinion of the experts of his department and what is the achieve- 
ment? It is no use setting up more committees which wdll result only 
in more money being spent from the provincial revenue. Has he been 
able to ascertain anything? Has he been able to go and visit those 
places? 1 want replies from liim to all these questions. But I rbitik 
he has none to give. 


The Hon’ble the Finance Minister wdll be surprised to leaiif ir vve 
say that by exjmnding the staff, he will expand only the scandal md 
nothing more, because he has got no schemes. Unless and until r,he 
Hon’ble Minister leaves his chair in Writers’ Buildiiigs and goe« oiore 
jiersonally, there is no chance of any improvement whatsoever. By 
increasing the number of experts no tangible result will be forthcoming. 
1 can assure him of this fact, but even if be without being an exfiert 
goes there and e.\amines each and every item personally, I think fhn 
conditions will be improved to a great extent. There may be -tomn 
technical ditticulties. In that <*ase I wonbl like to tell the Hon bie 
Minister that he slionhl not remain tied to the chair when the luidger is 
discussed and w’hen lakhs and lakb^ <d rupees are being squaiideied by 
this depurtmeni and that department, if Us. 8 lakhs could be 
tor acquiring two plots of laud for the High Court officials to be 
utilised after the ierminaliou of the war when the prices of these things 
will come to their normal level, ^urely the Hon'ble Minister miiNt have 
had the opportunity to snatch away that Us. 8 lakhs to be devoted lor 
irrigation purposes. Hus he got that courage? Has he got the initta- 
tiveP Has be got the imagination? I think that he has none of 

these things. If I have to criticise the Hon’ble Mini.ster, that is tuv 
misfortmie. I have got no personal grudge against him. It is because 
of his indifference and because of his want of imagination that the 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


1941.] 


75 


<1istrict is suffering and the people are crying. It is for that reason 
that I point out all these facts and figures so that good sense may dawn 
in him even at this fag-end of the term of this Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I draw a comparison with other countries, I 
can show that Bengal is the only province which is lagging by far 
oehind other countries in the matter of irrigation. At the same time 
it is no exaggeration to say that Bengal has neglected irrigation most. 
The Central Government too neglected Bengal. The funds of tlie 
Government of Iifdia have been devoted to irrigation works, but tlieir 
objective was military and that was the reason why Northern India 
benefited out of all irrigation schemes. But the Central Bengal has 
lieen left out of their imagination. If we compare Bengal with other 
countries like China Abyssinia, Mesopotamia, etc., we will know how 
tar we have lagged beliind. If we look at those countries, we will 
know how’ in those countries the\ control big rivers like the Nile, 
rhe Tigris and the Euphrates. If you read Sir William Wilcoc’s books 
vou will know how they control the current of those rivers, how they 
produce wealth and how they utili.se them for the purpose of irrigation. 

With these words. Sir, I beg to request the Hon’ble Minister !(► 
turn his attention to the river problem of Bengal. I would request him 
lo leave Calcutta from time to time and go to the mufassal to study our 
irrigation problems. If he does that, 1 think my criticisms will have 
.some effect 


Thfi*Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

But I cannot go to Ahy.ssinia. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HHA CH08E: But I can tell you that for a pntjier 
tudy of Bengurs irrigation problems you have got to study the 
oroblems of Ahyssina, you have got to study the problems of (diiiia. 
•bily if urn read the books of Sir William Wilcoc, then will nou 

undersraud why for BengaFs irrigational improvement you have got lo 
study the river charniel of the Nile, that of the Euphrates and the 
jigris. But if you only smile on while we criticise you and sit tight, 
in the chair, you will never be aide to realise the importance of BengaFs 
irrigation problem. If you read the book.s of Sir William Wilcoc \ou 
v>dll understand what were the irrigation problems of the Moghul perioil 
and how the Moghul Rulers .solved that problem. You have got to 
iearn also as to how during the decline of the Moghul Rule, India’s 
irrigation system was disorganised. Without going through all the'»e 
matters you cannot understand the present position so far as irrigation 
IS concerned. 

With these words, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the 
honourable members and, if possible, that of the Hon ble Minister to 
the criticisms that I have offered, and I hope the House will accept luy 
amendment. 
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Mr. 1. A. COMEt: Sir, I crave the indulgence of the House to say 
a few words on the grant for “Irrigation**, in this province. 

In doing so I wish Jo register the protest of my constituents in the 
district of Dacca against the grossly neglectful manner in which the 
department has treated their petition for widening the river Ichhamati 
at certain points, in its course, and thereby rendering it a navigable 
river all the year round. 

I have spoken on this subject year after year during the past three 
years but to no effect. Details of the hardships which many thousands 
of inhabitants on either bank of the Ichhamati have to suffer for nearly 
half the year have been furnished to the Hon'ble Minister and repeated 
by me on the floor on this House over and over again. A monster 
petition duly signed by Christians, Hindus and Muslims was submitted 
four years ago but it failed to move the Hon’ble Minister to take action 
in the matter. The Hon’ble Minister’s explanation is that Bengal has 
hundreds of rivers, big and small, that require attention. His depart- 
ment is proceeding on certain lines fixed by them. After other rivers 
on their scheme have been served then only the Ichhamati may have a 
chance. 

In this manner of proceeding, the Ichhamati may not be reached in 
the next ten years or more. In the meantime thousands who are being 
inconvenienced and have to suffer from various diseases are, to grin, 
and bear patiently. Will the Hon’ble Minister not have pity on these 
helpless thousands and grant their prayer even at this late hour? The 
consolation of these people must be in the slogans “Better late than 
never”, “Patience will be rewarded”. 

Sir, I fervently appeal to the Minister not to treat my ]>eople with 
indifference indefinitely. If big schemes are taken in hand, smaller 
rivers must not be totally neglected. Let the Government Engineers 
give the smaller rivers a chance too, and the inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers will feel that the blessings of a popular 
Government are theirs, too. 

If the Hon’ble Minister will direct his department to take up the 
improvement of the river Ichhamati during the coming year, I am sure 
he will earn the lasting gratitude of thousands of Christians, Hindus 
oud Muslims and these people will be convinced that the present Govern- 
ment is really a fatherly Government which has the well-being of the 
inhabitants in every part of the Province at heart, being ready to 
extend a helping hand everywhere. 

Sir I end my appeal to the Hon’ble Minister for Irrigation in this 
Province vrith the earnest hope that he will help without delay. 

Mauivi MD. ABDUR RASHEED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
participate in the general discussion on the main budget demand under 
the head ^Irrigation”. 
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Sir, in my opinion the Department of Irrigation is the most 
important one as it vitally concerns the great bulk of the teeming 
millions of the agriculturists. This is the department which can truly 
be called a nation>building one. But, it is sad to reflect, there is no 
major policy which governs the operation of this department. The 
pf^Bsent Government is only tinkering with prdblems of local importance 
and has yet to launch any scheme of national province wide character. 

Sir, the problem of Bengal is the problem of irrigation. For, our 
country is essentially «n agricultural one. And at the present time 
our agriculturists have to depend entirely upon the vagaries of nature 
for the success of their crop. The result is that if there is any excess 
of rain their fields are inundated and the crops destroyed by flood and, 
on the other hand, if there be scarcity of rain then too the crops fail. 
To make matters worse unscientific and unsystematic — or I should 
say unsympathetic construction of railway bridges has obstructed the 
natural drainage of our country with the result that floods have become 
the usual order of things. Sir, in these days of scientific advance it 
can be legitimately expected that Uie problem can l)e tackled so 
effectively that the risk of failure of crops due to excess or scarcity 
of rain can be altogether eliminated. 

Sir, paddy is the only crop in the district of Birbhum from where 
I come. And Government Statistics show that in the last 181 years 
we had full crop only in 11 years, no crop in 30 years and partial crop 
varying from 2 annas to 12 annas for the remaining period. Sir, Ibis 
is truly a sorry state of affairs. I might mention that this year too 
my district has had a failure of crop resulting in acute economic distress 
which is still prevailing. From the figures quoted it is ajqjarently 
manifest that there is partial famine almost every year in Birblium. 
This leads to disease and pestilence because the vitality of the agri- 
culturists is sapped away by starvation and semi-starvation diet. And 
due to the low vitality they are also suibject to the ravages of malaria 
which has become a great menace and unless checked now n;ay result 
in depopulation of this vast district. Therefore, it has now become 
imperative that something must be done to ameliorate the sad condition 
of the masses. 

Sir, I understand this question engaged the attention of Govern- 
ment and as a result More scheme or Massanjore project for the districts 
of Birbhum, Burdwan and Murshidabad has» been prepared but 
unfortunately effect is not being given to it. I, therefore, strongly 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to place this subject before the House 
and obtain its sanction during the present session. The people of 
these three districts can ill-afford to wait for another year at c<msider- 
able loss of lives and properties. 

Sir, even this More or Massanjore project to which I have referred 
touches only the fringe of the prdblem. While such projects 

6 
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admittedly confer some benefit to the people, 1 would like to nige the 
tackling of the major problem of irrigation in a more ocmprehensive 
and all-embracing manner. But before any serious attempt is made, 
I would draw the attention of the Government to survey the position 
created by the erection of railway embankments and unsympathetic 
construction of railway bridges to which I have referred eailier. This 
has been done by the railways in order to cut down costs of construc- 
tion without considering what damage would be done to the natural 
flow of the river or the natural drainage of the country. The position 
must, therefore, be surveyed and necessary steps taken to enforce the 
opening out of more bridges and culverts or widening the existing 
bridges. Unless this is done I maintain in all seriousness the position 
is hardly likely to improve by tinkering with problems of iirigation as 
we are doing now. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Sir, I rise to support the motion iiioved 
by the Hon’ble Minister. We, Sir, on this side of the House 8up])ort 
the policy, the policy I repeat, which has hitherto been pursued by the 
department. We support that policy in its broad outlines hut that 
does not necessarily mean that we have not from time to time criticisms 
and some constructive advice to offer. 

Now, the first point I wish to make is this. From both sides of 
the House has come the argument that there is no policy. This ques- 
tion of irrigation, Sir, requires to he viewed from the point cf view 
of realism. When the Hon’ble Minister was delivering his speech 
you might have thought that he was at a tea party. There was so 
little interest in the House in this subject, which every one says, 
repeating the old platitudes, is the life blood of the people who have 
sent them here to represent them. The position must be viewed 
realistically and the responsibility for the policy of the department 
rests not so much on the shoulders of the Ministry as on the shoulders 
of the memfbers of this House. The Ministry is working towards, and 
has indeed to a very large extent completed, a comprehensive policy 
for the province. (Rai Harendra N.\th Chaudhuri : Such as the 
Waterways Board !) Have a little patience. Let there be no mistake 
about that. 

The Ministry, when it came into office, found a department which 
was considerably depleted from the point of view of staff and it was 
necessary to review the position. It was a physical impossibility to 
frame any plan with the staff which was at that time available. 
(Mr. Nauni Ranjan Sarker: Do you know how many posts are 
vacantly May I request the honourable member to exercise a little 
patience. I shall deal with that immediately. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKiRi Bui not exercise overpatience. 
Don’t say things which you do not know. ^ 
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Mr. M. A. fa HiRTZEL: The position^ Sir^ is that schemeB for 
irrigating more than one million acres of land are to-day completed. 
Those schemes if put into effect will cost Rs. 6^ crores. Now, the 
nearest time or any concrete suggestion as to when those schemes will 
be put into effect was in the statement made by the Hoii’ble Minister 
thisa evening. It is reasonable to assume in any case that none of 
those schemes can be put into effect until after the war. They will 
at that time be of immense value if they can then be put into effect, 
because obviously they will provide a very considerable amount of 
employment at a very difficult time. But the necessity if those schemes 
are ever to be taken down from the shoulders of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment and made the foundation of renewed prosperity in West Bengal 
is that they should be to some extent on a commercial basis. 

The improved yield on the Damodar Canal land amounted in the 
case of best quality land to something like Rs. 38 an acre and in the 
case of an inferior type of land to Rs. 11 an acre. Take the average 
of Rs. 15 an acre. Then it will bring in an additional income of 
rupees one crore and fifty lakhs. If those schemes could only be put 
into effect, they would undoubtedly revolutionise the life of the 
province; but the fact remains that owing to the policy pursued in 
the case of the Damodar Canal, a j)olicy which was forced upon the 
(iovernment by the action of some of those mischievous persons of 
whom we have heard a certain umAint this session, those schemes are 
to-day farther from any likelihood of being realised than perhaps they 
have ever l)een before. 

Now, Sir, I suggest in all seriousness the fact — and it is a fact — 
that to-day from a practical point of view this department is a dole 
department. It is at present only carrying out small schemes. For 
that fact, Sir, the members of this House are more responsible than 
any one else. It is the duty of the members of this House to take a 
broad view, not to concentrate on local schemes for their own district, 
to see to the prosperity of the province as a whole, and Laving seen 
it to go out into the district and endeavour to persuade their (onstituents 
that the policy which Government is seeking to pursue is a sound one, 
and not merely to sit down quietly with the burden of complaints alic»ut 
the small amount that is being given to their own particular district. 

Now, Sir, I refer to the various small schemes which are being taken 
up. There is enough work here to last a considerable number of years. 
If we turn to page 31 of the Irrigation Department booklet, we find 
that the schemes now taken up total an expenditure of Rs. 20| lakhs 
approximately, excluding Re. 50,000 voted annually for local schemes. 
I^p to the end of 194142, the period of the current budget, only 
Ks. lakhs will have been spent on those schemes. That will leave 
a balance of very nearly. Rs. l2 lakhs to be completed, or another three 
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years' work. I, therefore, appeal to the honourable members of this 
House to take a realistic view of the position. It is no use whatever 
providing extra staff merely to pile up schemes that are on paper. 
The department certainly has a fair claim to a larger portion of finance 
and without that it can never succeed in really carrying into effect 
the policy which it has drawn up. But the work needs not only money; 
it needs also the necessary staff to carry it out. And on this point 
I must suggest to the Hon’ble Minister that possibly there should have 
Ibeen some more pressure put on. Referring to the Civil List dated 
the 1st of January, one finds that out of 12 Executive Engineers 4 
officers have now gone on war service. The sanctioned strength of 
Assistant Executive Engineers is 9 of whom only 4 are at present in 
employment, leaving 5 still to be engaged. The sanctioned strength 
of Assistant Engineers is 23 and of these only 16 are at present engaged 
leaving a further 7 to be taken on. 

Sir, I would like to conclude my remarks by saying that it is very 
satisfactory to us on this side of the House to see that at last there 
is a small grant for the Research Institute. This has been the subject 
of some gibes but it is commonsense that on this Research Institute 
depends the entire success of any irrigation policy, more [jarticularly 
with reference to navigation and drainage. We should in faci have 
been very glad to see this Research Institute brought into effect 
straightaway. Perhaps next year* we may have to see a larger grant 
for it. We should also like to express satisfaction at the success even 
after very considerable delay which has attended so far the formation 
of the Inter-Provincial Commission for the Brahmaputra. We can 
only liope that the Hon’ble Minister will be successful in pushing the 
claims of the Gauges Commission also. It is unnecessary — but still I 
do it — to emphasise once again the vital importance to Bengal of the 
securing of water. 


Batou UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 32,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — 
Irrigation, etc.” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

In this House, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Irrigation, has 
demonstrated how his department has carried out the policy of 
Government so far as the irrigational problem throughout the whole 
of Bengal is concerned and the members of this House have criticised 
the Hon’ble Minister regarding that policy. My submission is that 
much may be said on both sides, regarding the policy as well as the 
inadequate undertaking of the department concerned. But the irony 
is that so far as North Bengal is concerned, the Hon’ble Minister has 
not followed that policy. The only thing that he can point out, is 
that his department has recently taken up the contour survey of North 
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Bengal and nothing more. Even on that matter it may be pointed ont, 
that though the scheme itself, namely, the contour survey of North 
Bengal contemplated an expenditure of Rs. 3,95.000, only Rs. 25,0(Kj 
has been provided in the budget for the year 1940-41, and so far as 
•this scheme is concerned in the budget under discussion only Bs. 35,000 
hasjbeen provided. I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether he is earnest 
about the irrigational undertakings in North Bengal. On a rough 
‘ calculation if matters proceed in this way it will take at least 10 years 
to finish the contour survey. It is evident, that so far as the irriga- 
tional probleril of North Bengal is concerned, the Ministry does not 
(•(uitemplate that anything should be done during the coming five 
years. After the contour survey is completed, we will have to consider 
sfhemes, estimates, financial difficulties and so on. To apeak shortly, 
the Hon’ble Minister is not earnest about the irrigational needs of 
North Bengal at all. 

1 know. Sir, that irrigational matter is a .subject which is iuiportant 
all over Bengal and though I speak about the needs of North Bengal, 
1 realise that money spent in other parts of Bengal is u necessity. If 
the Bengal peasantry is to live, the Bengal Government must spend 
for it. If we look at the budget, we find that though the Bengal 
Government have limited resources they have spent enormous sums 
tliroughout other parts of Bengal and that they have neglected North 
Bengal ^entirely. Under head “17” we find that as much as 
Its. 20,70,000 is charged under “Interest”. Now under adjustments 
with the Central Government the capital that is involved in the irriga- 
tional works in Bengal has been liquidated or adjusted. Nevertheless 
that amount was actually spent and spent in other parts of Bengal 
without spending a pie in North Bengal. The interest has been 
calculated at 4 per cent, and if we calculate from that, it becomes 
evident that as much as Its. 5 crores has been spent already by the 
previous Government in respect of matters of irrigation, embankment, 
drainage, etc. Thus about Bs. 2 crores has been spent on irrigation 
and Bs. 3 crores under other heads. That is one aspect of the matter 
before the Provincial Autonomy came into being. After the present 
Ministry has come into power, we find that year after year a huge sum 
is being spent.'’ So far as the present budget is concerned, we find 
that as much as Rs, 26,54,000 is going to be spent in the coming year. 
Gut of that the working expenses come to Bs. 8,55,000, maintenance 
and repairs Bs. 6,45,000, and works in progress Bs. 3,74,000. So we 
cannot say that even with the present limited resources of the present 
Government, the revenue receipts are not quite enough to spend any 
large amount. They are actually spending money, but so far as North 
Bengal is concerned, only Rs. 35,000 has been provided for in the 
budget for a project which will require as much as Rs. 3,95,000. I 
would ask this Government and the Hon'ble Minister in charge : what 
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is the idea of the Ministry about North Bengal? Does the Hon’ble 
Minister think that North Bengal can wait until this contour survey 
is completed and until the needs of all other parts of Bengal are met 
with adequate funds| So far as I can see from the answers to 
questions that have been put from time to time they think that North ' 
Bengal is a part of the province where rainfall is heaviest. Athene 
time, in answer to one of my questions the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
has said that Jalpaiguri is a district where there is the greatest rainfall ‘ 
in rural Bengal. I want to say this much to the Cabinet that they 
are entirely ignorant of the conditions so far as North Bengal is con- 
cerned. There is no doubt that rainfall is heaviest there but the 
condition of the soil is entirely different. It has a porous soil. The 
soil i.s entirely sandy. If there is continuous rain for three or four 
days then of course the land is surcharged with water, but if there be 
no rain for one or two days the whole water passes away through the 
porous soil and even liaiviantic paddy does not get enough water. That 
is the condition there. 

Recently my friend Mr. Khagendra Nath Das Gupta put a question 
to the Hon’ble Minister asking whether he is aware that in North 
Bengal there has been failure of crops. The Hon’ble Minister replied 
“no”. I put a supplementary question to enquire whether there was 
partial failure and the Hon’ble Minister replied in the negative. Sir, 
only two days before that, the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division 
held a durbar in Dinajpur and in that durbar speech he pointed out 
that due to failure of rain there had been partial failure of paddy in 
North Bengal. Even in places where there was not so much dearth 
of rain, it is a fact that only eight annas paddy has been grown this 
year, due to the effect of the rains and due to the condition of the soil 
obtaining there. Now, Sir, in North Bengal there are small and big 
rivers carrying with them from the Himalayas fertilising silts. If 
by means of an irrigation project we can utilise that silt, I think 
North Bengal can become the moat fruitful soil in the whole of Bengal; 
but if that is not done, if it be neglected for a number of years, the 
people of that locality will be ruined economically and famine will be 
the result. I therefore appeal to the Hon’ble Minister not to forget 
the case of North Bengal. We find, Sir, that the Ministry has been 
spending enough money for irrigation works throughout the whole of 
Bengal, except North Bengal. My appeal, therefore, is to start irri- 
gation works in North Bengal. Even contour survey is being neglected 
which clearly proves that the Ministry is not alive to the demands of 
North Bengal. I also beg to submit that while contour survey and 
other things are being done in North Bengal, adequate financial help 
in the shape of subsidy should also be forthcoming for small irriga- 
pi^jects. My grievanoe is that even a small irrigation project, 
otiteg a sum of Rs. 1,500 of which only l/8rd was suggested to be 
ooatriWtri by Governoient has not met with their approval. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS It is prayer time noWj Mr. Borman, 
and I would request you to stop here. You will be given five minutes 
more to speak after the prayer adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

BabU UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as 1 have 
said, North Bengal is labouring under a two-fold sense of wrong. 
Firstly, there has been no big scheme to ameliorate the condition of 
agriculturists of that part of the province by launching upon any 
irrigational scheme. Though the Ministry has undertaken a contour 
survey of that part, yet the sum provided this year and the sum going 
to be provided in the coming year are too inadequate to meet the 
financial aspect of the scheme, because though as much as Bs. 3 lakhs 
95 thousand is required for that purpose, only Bs. 35,000 has been 
provided for. So, it seems that the Ministry is not earnest about the 
fulfilment of the irrigational needs of North Bengal. Secondly, Sir, 
though Its. 50,000 has been provided for to go on with small irriga- 
tional projects of other districts, North Bengal has been left out. So 
far as irrigation is concerned, our part of the province has been most 
neglected. 

Sir, I have brought this motion not with the purpose of opposing 
the main demand on irrigation, because that will mean that I am 
unsympatlietic to the irrigational needs of other parts of the province. 
That is not my real intention. My motion is only intended to bring 
home to the Ministry the necessities of North Bengal and I hope my 
North Bengal friends will not go against this motion because that 
will be the unkindest cut of all. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 32, 13, OCX) for expenditure under the 
heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc." be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, much of the wind out of the sail of the Opposition has been 
taken out by. the Hon'ble Minister by admitting that he and his 
department have failed all these four years to do any appreciable work. 
Not only he, the Hon*ble Finance Minister also in his statement 
admitted that from all parts of the province came the cry of dead and 
dying rivers, of water-logged areas, of inundations by saline water, of 
heeU to be drained, of khaU to be re-excavated, of spill areas to be 
cleared for resuscitating dead and drying rivers — ^measures on which 
depezrd not only the fertility of the soil but also the health and life 
of the people, and yet the Government had failed to adopt any meaaurea 
worth the name. 
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In the face of these admissions of failnre I feel, Sir, that I need 
not indulge in bitter criticisms of the irrigation policy pursued by 
Government all these four years. But I wonder how Mr. Hirtzel 
could support the Government policy with regard to irrigation when 
the Hon’ble Minister himself admitted that he had no comprehensive 
policy. The sum and substance of the Hon’ble Minister’s statement 
to-night is that he has only studied the problems of irrigation all these 
four years and he will now begin to take action and that also after 
some surveys and investigations and researchea are made. That being 
the position which Government has taken, I do not understand how 
could my honourable friend Mr. Hirtzel congratulate the Minister for 
his speech and for the irrigation budget. 

Sir, I find in the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Mini^te^ that 
he complains that here again — he means the Department of Irrigation 
— the number of officers is so inadequate that it is impossible for them 
to tackle more than a fraction of the many complex problems with 
which the department is flooded. But, Sir, I draw your attention and 
the attention of the House to the budget which the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has presented. From the budget, I find that apart from the 
working expenses on irrigation works, I mean the famous canals of the 
Burdwan Division, under “Navigation, hmibankment, and Drainage” 
the establishments cost the Government Bs. 11 lakhs 50 thousand, 
although the cost of maintenance and repairs under that head is 
separately shown as Bs. 7,95,000. The Hon’ble Minister owes an 
explanation to this House why so much establishment expenses are 
required only for doing drainage works valued not more than 
Bs. 3,75,000. (The Hon’ble Maharaja Shischandea Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar: Much more.) No, it is not much more. You will find 
it from the budget demand which you have yourself presented. Sir, 
the entire demand under the head “Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage Works’’ is Bs. 26,67,000. Out of this, the demand for 
works is Bs. 3,75,000; maintenance and repairs Bs. 7,95,000; establish- 
ment Bs. 11,50,000; other charges Bs. 51,000; tools and plants 
Bs. 1,02,000; grants-in-aid including Central Government grant-in-aid 
Bs. 71,000 and the charges in England Bs. 23,000. These comprise 
the entire demand of Bs. 25,67,000. To these have been added the 
working expenses of Bs. 8,55,000, being the expenses incurred for the 
irrigation works of the Burdwan Division, I mean the canals, the total 
of which comes up to Bs. 34,22,000. That is the amount of the total 
grant. 

How can the Hon’ble Minister, therefore, now say that the sum of 
Bs, 11,50,000 is not being spent on establishment to execute works 
worlll^Es. 3,75,000 only? The Hon’ble Minister has told us very 
frankly that his department has not been able to do any appreciable 
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work during all these four years. How will he then justify himself and 
his department in appropriating year after year so much money out of 
the public revenue on establishment alone? I demand a reply. 

The Hon'ble Minister has further told us that resuscitation of the 
dead and dying rivers is a necessity. When this is admitted, I ask him 
what steps have Government taken towards this big problem, namely, 
the problem of resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers? He will 
perhaps say that an institute for river research is being established at 
a cost of Rs. 5,96,000 for which this budget contains a sum of Rs. 20,000 
only. My friends opposite will please note that out of this estimate 
of Rs. 5,96,000 which the Hon’ble Minister wants for the establishment 
of a river research institute to help him to draw up a scheme for the 
resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers, only a sum of Rs. 20,000 
will be spent during the nexl year. Is that sufficient? The Hon’ble 
Minister owes us an explanation why he has provided such a small sum 
under this head, when the estimate is so big. 

Sir, I do not understand how this institute will work, but 1 have 
lieard the Hon'ble Minister say that there w'ill be model rivers in the 
laboratory of this institute, and by looking at each model, of course 
scientifically, they will study the course of the river and the velocity 
of the current. Good. But, Sir, I want to ask the Hon’ble Minister 
to make one thing clear. Although I am not an engineer, nor an 

expert, yet as a layman and having a little coiumonsense 

» 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Question! (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My Hon’ble friend 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan thinks that everybody in this House has become 
wanting in coinmonsense as the Ministers have become. 

I ask the Hon’ble Minister has he consulted the other interested 
Provincial Governments — the Governments of the Punjab, the United 
Provinces, Bihar, Orissa and Assam with regard to this institute? 
(The Hon’ble Maharaja ShiscHANDRA Nandy, of Cossimbazar: Yes.) 
Will those Governments co-operate with the Hon'ble Minister in 
connection with the research work of this institute? Will those 
Provincial Governments also co-operate with him in resuscitating those 
portions of the main rivers which are within their respective provinces? 
If so, good. If not, there lies the danger. I warn the Hon’ble 
Minister that resuscitation of the rivers here and there will not help 
this province. The resuscitation of the whole lengths of the main 
rivers, 1 mean the Ganges, the Jamuna, and the Brahmaputra, has 
become essential and urgent. The upper portions of those rivers and 
their branches and tributaries have become almost silted up. Resus- 
citation of those portions has become more necessary than the resuscita- 
tion of the portions down below, because deep water in the higher 
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portions automatically deepens the beds of the lower portions. Sir, 
when we go outside the boundaries of Bengal we find all these rivers 
carrying sands in their bosoms, but that was not their condition before. 
Really they had deey water and the current had great velocity. All 
that water used to flow from the highest mountain of India, I mean the 
Himalayas, down to the sea, and that deep water with its speedy 
current was the best fertiliser in that its current would enable the 
river water to percolate into the porous soil of lands on both sides of 
the rivers and thus miles and miles of lands all along those rivers used 
to be irrigated and fertilised. That is called natural irrigation. I 
have explained how by virtue of its current the deep water contained 
in the rivers do enter into the land up to certain breadth and depth. I 
shall now explain how such water fertilises the land. Coal and similar 
inflammable substances lying below that depth come in contact with 
that water and produce moisture and that moisture moistens tjie land. 
This is called fertilisation. In Bengal, well-fertilized land is called 
mras hhumi, i.e., land having raxh, that is, moisture. I want to 
submit that artificial irrigation will not help the development of the 
fertility of our lands. If our lands are to be fertilised these main 
rivers and their branches should be resuscitated right through. It is by 
such natural irrigation alone that our lands can be fertilised. I 
repeat, Sir, that artificial irrigation by digging canals of ordinary 
depth out of these rivers and making the water flow with little or no 
current into the interior through these canals will not sufficiently 
fertilise the land. The Hon’ble Mini.ster ought to remember h6w much 
the fertility of the land in our country has fallen. If he reads history 
and statistics he will find that the average paddy or wheat production 
of 7 maunds per bigha in 187G has fallen down to about maunds of 
paddy or wheat per higha in the thirties of the 20th century. So great 
has been the fall in the fertility of the land. The fall in the fertility 
has been the cause of ruination of the peasantry of our country. This 
is a great agrarian problem and it must be solved if agriculture and agri- 
culturists are to be saved, 1 am happy that Government after four years 
have come to their senses and admit that 4he dead and dying rivers 
ought to be resuscitated. I shall be happier if Government proceed 
in the right direction. 

Then, Sir, I find that a paltry sum of Rs. 3,75,000 has been 
provided for doing some navigation and drainage works during the next 
year. But there is no provision under “Embankments,*^ although 
there has been a cry that saline water entering into the lands near the 
sea is damaging the crops of a vast tract of land. I am not going to 
deal with that question any more. I leave that to other speakers who 
will follow me. Sir, I fail to understand why such a paltry sum of 
money has been budgeted for navigation and drainage works. While 
the Govenunait admit that from all parte of the province oome the 
ery of water-logged areas, of hhetU to be drained, of dried up canals 
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to be re-excarated and and of new canals to be excavated, I ask the 
Hon’ble Minister why such a small sum of Rs. 3,75,000 has been 
provided for to meet those cries? Why this apology of grant for 
meeting this grave problem of the peasantry who, you say, form the 
life of the nation? The Hon’ble Minister will surely plead want of 
ftinds. But, Sir, funds were not wanting to provide for more than nine 
lakhs of rupees for the extraordinary police. Funds were not wanting 
also for purchasing a plot of land at the cost of Rs. 8 lakhs for 
Government office. But funds are wanting to improve agriculture. 
Sir, such has been the agricultural policy of our popular Government. 
God knows if and when it will change. 

I shall, however, concentrate my attention on the works that have 
been undertaken for the next year. 1 find that out of an estimate of 
probably Rs. 55,000 there is a provision for Rs. 20,000 for a <;hord cut 
to connect the upper Kumar with the lower Kumar for the purpose of 
improving the lower Kumar. As far as I understand the southern 
portion of the upper Kumar between Kavirajpur and Mahendradi will 
be closed to give a chance to that cut to carry clear water to the lower 
Kumar. I very much doubt the success of that cut. On the other 
hand, 1 am afraid, the effect will be that the lower Kumar will be 
absolutely closed to navigation towards the north and west, with the 
result that the subdivision of Madaripur in the district of Faridpur 
will be almost closed from the outside world. There were three openings 
for tl^s subdivision, one towards the west on the Khulna side, through 
the Bil route and the Madbumati, one towards the Padma on the north 
through the Arial Khal river and another towards the Padma on the 
north-east through the Naria river. The last named route has been 
closed; the route through the Arial Khal river has almost been closed 
and the Bil route also is going to be closed. But Government seem to 
have closed their e>es against such a serious situation. Dredging has 
been discontinued 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Only one sentence more, Sir. 

If now the lower Kumar is further damaged by this chord cut, then 
the whole of South Faridpur will become a water-logged area. 1 hope 
the Hon’ble Minister will not proceed with this cut, before he is sure 
of success in improving the lower Kumar thereby. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have much pleasure in 
supp(p:^ing the motion for grant moved by the Hon^ble Minister for 
Civil Works. Last year when speaking on roads, I congratulated the 
department on the definite and satisfactory progress that had been made 
since my criticism in this House the year before. I desire, Sir, again 
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to congratulate the Hon*ble Minister and his department on the position 
to-day. The financial position at the moment is satisfactory, and the 
running balance at the end of 1940-41 is Es, 30,30,114 which is barely 
sufficient to finance oner year’s estimated expenditure. But the most 
interesting point in the financial position is that the amount received 
from the Central Government for the year 1940-41 has increased to 
Es. 19,31,000 against Es. 15,53,574 in 1938-39, the year regarding 
which I criticised the activities of the department. 

To my mind this shows that road construction and maintenance have 
enabled an increasing use by motor transport and thereby an increasing 
consumption of petrol, and it is on the consumption of petrol that the 
amount we received from the Central Government is based. Therefore, 
in this connection I would like to put forward to Government a 
suggestion, and that is, that in order to increase traffic and get more 
money from petrol consumption, roads, which have already been taken 
in hand, should be finished in their entirety as soon as possible rather 
than bit by bit each year. To give an instance, I would draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the position of the Tangail- 
Mymensingh road. In reply to a question, the Hon’ble Minister said 
that this road would be completed at the end of 1945, provided funds 
and materials were available. Now, Sir, I have information that the 
traffic on this road would increase considerably when the total mileage 
is completed. This is only one instance, and I would ask the Hoii’ble 
Minister to give his attention to this aspect of road construction. 

I certainly deprecate any question of construction of roads being 
brought before this House as non-official resolutions. I refer parti- 
cularly to resolution in Part I, No. 1 in the list of business for non- 
official resolutions on the 14th February, 1941, in which my honourable 
friend Mr. Azhar Ali moved that the construction of trunk road 
No. 26 in Pabna be taken in hand in preference to other roads. Such 
questions must be left to the Provincial Board of Communications who 
advise Government on these matters. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the new Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 
I would like to have definite figures from the Hon’ble Minister or the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, as to what exactly will be the propor- 
tion of the tax collected to be divided between schemes which have 
already been approved by the Government of India and schemes from 
Mr. King’s report which will be put before the Provincial Board of 
Communications for approval. We can trust the Board to put forward 
the most appropriate schemes, but I would like to know the amount of 
money that is likely to be available for each of these two channels of 
road construction. 

'Once again 1 must draw attention to the damage done to roads by 
bullock-carts. By this I mean bullock-carts which are used for trans- 
port on main roads. I am not referring to bullock-cart traffic between 
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villages and across paddy fields. In my opinion there should certainly 
be a licence fee imposed on all bullock-carts using main roads, as the 
damage done by these carts is enormous, and owners of carts pay 
nothing towards maintenance. 

In this connection the question of rubber tyres for bullo(‘k-carts 
comes in. It has been put to me that it might be possible to use old 
and discarded rubber tyres on the existing wheels of bullock-carts by 
some method of binding old tyres over the iron rims. In this way the 
cutting of the surface of roads by these iron rims would be mitigated. 

In conclusion, I trust the department will maintain its present 
efficiency and rate of progress. Sir, I support the motion. 


Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to put 
in a ft‘w words by way of criticising Government’s failure to tackle 
some of the largest and most serious problems of the country in the 
Irrigation Department. Year after year lakhs of rupees are provided 
in the budget for irrigation. But the way in which the money is spent 
indicates that all is not well somewhere. It rather betrays lack of 
imagination and want of proper planning and scheme. Bengal being 
an agricultural country, the importance and utility of the Irrigation 
Department can hardly be over-estimated. Sir, without generalising 
further, let me take a particular case. I take up the case of Tipi)era. 
Sir, 'fippera is a forbidden land so far as the Department of Irrigation 
is concerned, altliough Tippera is the district which needs the help of 
the department the most. Year after year both within and outside this 
House, both in the press and from the platform the pointed attention 
of the Bengal Government has been drawn to the devastating havoc 
committed upon the crops, properties and lives of the poor agriculturists 
living both north and south of the Gumti river by the all-devouring 
floods. But to what efi’ect P It is reported that Government has been 
examining different ways and means to find a solution. Years have 
rolled away and much water has flown down the Gumti, but the problem 
stands where it was; rather with more virulent ferocity. This would 
show the incompetence of the department people. If they cannot find 
a satisfactory solution to this all-engrossing problem, then 1 fail to 
see the justification of maintaining the white elephants of the depart- 
ment at the cost of the public exchequer. Sir, the situation has 
reached its highest climax. The country cannot wait any longer. 
Some solution must be found to combat the standing and recurring 
nuisance. There were some proposals for strengthening and extending 
the embankment. There were other pnjposals for knocking oft' the 
existing embankment altogether, of course after making proper safe- 
guards for the town of Comilla. Much can be said for and against 
both the proposals. We do not want any more wrangling on theory. 
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We have had enough of it. The experts must come to a definite deci- 
sion which should be taken up by the Government for execution with- 
out further delay. 

Sir, another pressing necessity for Northern Tippera iw the re-excava- 
tion of the Audd Khal running through Comilla Sadar North subdivi- 
sion and Brahmanbaria subdivision. This is a local need for drainage 
and trade facilities. I moved the Government in this matter. Govern- 
ment has taken up no doubt the matter in hand, but the machinery 
moves so slowly that it is apprehended that generations will pass off 
before it takes a tangible shape. I would like to draw the pointed 
attention of the Government to this question and trust that the hopes 
and aspirations of the agriculturists of a vast tract of land will mate- 
rialise as soon as practicable. The rivers Titash and Dakatia are also 
sources of menace to people and these problems also should be tackled. 
The dead and dying rivers should be resuscitated. 

In conclusion, I would like to demand an assurance from the 
Hon’ble Minister that he would give more attention to Tippera hither- 
to neglected. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALIS Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Morgan has rightly 
stated that there is a large saving in the Communications Department 
as the Hon”ble Minister could not make out a scheme to spenfl that 
amount, and he has requested the Hon’ble Minister to spend the same 
amount this year. There has been a saving from year to year and 
there has been criticism of this policy by the Audit Committee. Still 
the Hon’ble Minister’s department has not taken any care of it. From 
the Report of the Public Accounts Committee for 19118-39 we find a 
criticism to this effect: “In regard to the grant under ‘Irrigation’ we 
observe that large amounts were provided in the budget which were 
subsequently not found necessary and these were either surrendered or 
reappropriated and even after reappropriation considerable amounts 
were surrendered. We deprecate such procedure and hope that steps 
will be taken to secure closer budgeting in future.” That was, Sir, 
in the year 1938-39. Then, Sir, in the Report on Appropriation of 
Accounts for 1939-40 and the Audit Report for 1941 it has been stated 
by the committee: “The savings under ‘Irrigation’ were mainly due 
to the delay in the formation of the Waterways Board and to the 
postponement of some schemes of rural reconstruction and parts of 
the provision for service, maintenance and repair have not been 
utilis^. The saving under the head ‘Irrigation’ was 15*9 per cent.” 

Now, Sir, it is absolutely necessary that the Waterways Board 
scheme should be taken into account. Had Government really wanted 
to resuscitate dead and dying rivers, the Waterways Board could have 
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been set up and provided, and I hope Government will take some steps 
in this direction this year. 

I would request the Hon* hie Minister to think that there are other 
districts in this province besides Dacca and Barisal in East Bengal. 
He should have taken care of the district of Tippera. From the year 
1937 or even prior to that, the people of Tippera have been trying to 
impress upon the Government the need of some scheme so that the 
people of that locality might be saved. There were petitions, there 
were people waiting upon the Hon’ble Minister to represent their 
grievances. The Hon’ble Minister time after time gave us a>surances 
that he will see that something is done, but, Sir, though this is the 
last year of this Ministry’s regime, we do not find anything in the 
budget to show that he has really taken up the case of the people of 
Tippera. It has been stated that the matter is under their considera- 
tion. It will be under their consideration — I do not know for how 
long — before the people of Tippera get any remedy. Every year there 
have been inundations; every year the people on both sides of the 
Gumli suffer for want of crops because the crops are destroyed by the 
flood of rivers and at the time when help is urgently needed, Govern- 
ment scarcely come to help the people. It is the public who help them. 
Sir, it is of the utmost importance that Government should take the 
matter up in right earnest and do something for these poor people. 
There are as many as six representatives from the district of Tippera 
in the t'oalition Group, and we hoped that at least these people <lo 
.something to influence the Hon’ble Minister to take some steps in 
this direction, but our hope was frustrated. They simply make some 
speeches and get some assurance from the Hon’ble Minister and with 
that they sit tight without caring to do anything else. They fell the 
people: “We have made speeches, but what shall we d(' if the llou’ble 
Minister does not do anything!^’’ That is the reason for the speeches 
by my friends over there. 

Then Sir, regarding the river Teetash, it is a long-felt grievance of 
the people of Brahmanbaria. Akhaura is situated on the river, but 
the business is at a standstill owing to the failure of boats and steamers 
passing through the river. Government should take some steps in that 
direction. Thfe only navigable khal in the district of Tippera is 
Boaljari Khal running from the southern part of the Chandpur subdi- 
sion up to the middle of the Sadar subdivision of the district of Tippera. 
On the banks of this khal there are jute centres, and boats ply through- 
out the year. Only in some parts of the months of Falgun and Chaitra 
boats cannot ply and excavation is necessary, and I therefore implore 
the Hon’ble Minister to see that steps be taken so that boats can ply 
throughout the year. I say, Sir, that in the district of Tippera there 
is no other navigable khal except this khal. 

With these words, I support the motion of my honourable friend. 
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Maitl¥i ABDUL WANED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,55,71,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Prfesf 5RT ^,<ia,n^,ooOs fetfi 

500\ tl^i ^ItlJ I 

ill? ScHtU c?u»^ MtRsnt '9 Syfw ^ in^ c? 

'51 ®^'5 ill^ 'Wfif «RI I Oftl? SR- 

’itKfitc'fif 55n crai W5?i niw ’tw = ffsy i 'i 

JflOfl Crei STTF lllflflil tfCHtSR, C’T ?^8I ^ jpPl? 

's wW I W5t ♦t<t 'sfsr JT? alt? f?lcTC5, “jsr -"pp??^ 

^*f I T5r*f«t '«(% feR? c^rtt^? ^tus c?fcTO? I la^; fett? c?i€ 

■aft ^ c^FtTOp! '51 «r5prt«n?5r m sfutr i 

^ % <l'5<CTC‘tir £5105, 'StiTS ’I'S't'CT't 

(SiTO ^‘^’ 1 ? 01 ciri?! lit? in^; 01 61^161 cut® 

VtVS C?«5I ?5, (71? ?r?l fro ?tl81 

»it<5T T?n 5H I (71? jpre Ut'^i to ’ifiini'l®: (TNi ?17 'ff?RFi®i <4^; 
■» ' f« i ^Hi i^ '•fliTt 'aiii4? ’rnmrr 11101 

C#l?l ITS 'Ht’lf'ra WipnitHCl? BRT m, 

to 4? tr^im ursi Ml"! 'vt^r ^Nipa 5 ?c® "it? 1 

"^Wii (?F*n inRirfiri (Sir's Slffl?<i 4^ nl^ sitpf w, «itir® 

C5inrc^ I 41^ ®lr^ ^|iii (.tic^it^ 4 ^iiii c"i^ ®i ^«ii 

^6iT I '!^W9 Sli*l 511 (S C^PlI^ '5151? ?t1iTl? iRISl? JSf? 'a(«5lC'4 (71? 
ip1'??) ?li CStC? C*fC?iT '5l'® f?*5? CSir? ?®1) ?1? *11 I 4? ?? ^PFI? 5l?l 
515 5(5 ?118! S?1? tfom (7I?1 '^’ftol ?'f? 51 I to '5151? 5171 5? 
?1;5i1? S5S sR?i«il?r't? stol's s?7lf? ;5? f?aF? ?'??t? 957 sm »ft5 's ^ 
*tr? ?c?g ?iisi? tfito? 'to I ’it?t?'i'5: 'siito? onyfn ^fiftoriT c^ti- 
llt55lf^ ’>11'^ ?T?5l? '5in 5? fS1| n|i3Jl 51? iol«i *11 5?PT ^11F ?f5CH? **111^ 

(Sto to ?i I c‘^1 ?to? a ?ito »ra (S5i (Tri otk ^ 
'^rifs ipir?? <fiwi? I ?f? 5?? ’ti^ cnc? OBI toe?? ?7?Tri 5? ®i5’w 
to '5i7w ?if??i (Sir® to I (71? toF ■!F5<c?C‘t? (tor 5S 

tHUjpm 'll I 5tf? 5^?? c"iH C5ir? citii I 4? ?F? ?''’ir? ?lisit? sriptt?i?c^ 
^?i? 'SRT ?ti«ii? fr (TFfto’i 'sfi to? ?f? pTsm ?t? (sm*! 

C?itl ?1? ?I?MJ fe? 5t®1 5171? SiV 5? ?l? I ??1 C?? ?? ?t?n (SFNl 

tot Sri? (Ttc^, cifHI? (511? ^it^ (71? ?? ?1? toi? c?a?i ?1? ®t5c«i 
?r? 5? tos (7tt*R ?Jt»tt? ??i »tt? ?ir? I to? (to '?ito? ????Pii 
ct*if? »tfto ?5?i *1?? (a??i a (Si^ifeai ?e 4?r ??ito ?5^ ?? 

!f?lto C5tto 4?? ?c?i '?i?a c^i? iFfI to I 4? >rw iiflaft gi? 
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^rW^rr ^ '^s’jri 

I ‘ii^ c^Rtir m i3f% -iic^Rtrflr c^ toc^ 

C^tsrc5T>Q ^ ^ 1 ^ TOF T^r I ftCiTO 

feR# C^ W? (?fSf%?l I 

^ ^ t«f C5tc^^- ; c^n:#^(Trft ^ ^8 ^ c^ 

<(f«f c‘4fi:€^ ^ ^ ^ I ^ c^ 

^ ^<n ^npmr ^ c^tc^r ^^nfir fhFt^ ?Ffir 

^ftC^ ^ \3 ^■*iblf)w-ji ^ ^ 1?t^ tlf«t ^- 

c^t^ ^ ^ W5prt<ft^«f? 'mi\ ^rf? ^ ?nr ^ti?i«T 
01^ f% tirrrm ^ (?r&i ^ ^ i ^ wi; ^ 

f%f c^rMc^ ^ I ^t"(t^ 0^ ^rit ^q? 

?S ‘ii?' f%?t^ (TT i^PRPrC'i]^ 

?S I c^ ^ 4^ c^ ^f| I 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 l)ef< to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,55,71,000 under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil 
Works not charf^ed to Revenue” be redueed by Rs. 100. 

I t>iid from the budpret that the provision for new huildin^fs not yet 
commenced is Rs. 28,20,953, whereas for new' buildings in course of 
construction it is Rs. 18,94,900, and for repairs to buildings it is 
Rs. 24,29,000 (voted) and Ks. 4,04,000 (charged). It seems to me, 
Sir, that tliis is not the proper time to spend money on new buildings, 
and that the provision of about half a crore of rupees for new build- 
ings has been respon.sible for increasing the deficit of the present budget 
substantially. I find that the Swan Committee of which you, 
Mr, Speaker, were a member, mad6 certain very salutary suggestions 
in this respect: — 

“The expenditure of the Public Works Department fluctuates very 
widely. When the finances of the province are prosperous, large sums 
are allotted for new construction. When times are hard, the easiest 
and most obvious economy is to stop new construction and to cut down 
the grants for repairs. “ 

That is exactly what I would ask the Government to do. vStop new 
works not yet commenced, and reduce the expenditure on new works 
which are in progress and repairs to buildings. I find from the Gov- 
ernment figfures that there is undue preference for buildings for the 
Government departments to the detriment of beneficent works of con- 
struction of roads and bridges. 1 also find that this preference is 
increasing from year to year. In 1939-40 there was a provision for 
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buildings to the extent of Rg. 49,09,665 and that for communication 
to the extent of Es. 32,26,609. In 1940-41, the provision for buildings 
amounted to Es. 51,87,500 and for communications Es. 28,21,000 only, 
so that the expenditure^nder the head of communications was reduced 
that year. What do we find in the budget before us? Whereas the 
provision for buildings is Es. 69,73,000, the provision that has beSn 
made for communications is the niggardly sum of only Es. 23,63,000. 
The countryside needs better communications, and it is undeniable that 
the countryside has a greater claim on the provincial revenues than 
the scheme of palatial buildings in the city. It seems that there should 
be a definite policy for allocating the available funds between com- 
munications and buildings on a fair basis but not to the latter at the 
expense or to the prejudice of the former. Another feature I find from 
the figures is the tremendous delay almost scandalous, in the execution 
of civil works. I find that in the original budget for this year the pro- 
vision was Es. 98 lakhs, whereas in the revised budget it is found that 
works to the extent of Es. 12 lakhs out of the provision of 98 lakhs could 
not be executed. The reduction in the expenditure of the establishment 
has, however, been only Es. 55,000. According to the revised estimate, 
the expenditure on the establishment exceeds 20 per cent, of the total 
expenditure. May I enquire from the Hon’ble Minister what is the 
maximum percentage which the Government is prepared to pay as 
expenditure on establishment? The failure of the department to utilise 
the budget provision is due to lack of initiative, lack of business instinct 
and lack of efficiency, either at the top or at the bottom or in the 
middle. 

The last thing that I want to raise is the question of the provision 
of Es. 8 lakhs for the acquisition of land near the High Court. I find 
that in 1937-38 the (ioverninent had made a provision for Es. 3i lakhs 
for the acquisition of land near the High Court, and we find the then 
Hon’ble Finance Minister, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, saying this: — 

“As regards the plot of land for whicli Government have provided 
Es. 3^ lakhs, it has not yet been decided whether this will be required 
for an extension of the High ('ourt. It may be required for providing 
accommodation for different Government offices, but how it will be 
utilised it has not yet been decided.” 

We find that in this budget a sum of Es. 8 lakhs has been provided 
for the acquisition of land and we do not know if Government has yet 
decided which of the offices are to be located in the building to be 
constructed thereon 

fiM INaiimJa f RfiOHANra NAIiOY, CowiMteart 

There are two different plots. 
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Mr. MAIIMATHA MATH ROY: TLere may be two different plots, 
but I do not know that, and the papers do not show that. In any case, 
it requires explanation. Both the plots are near the High Court. In 
the former case, we find that it is near the High Court and in the 
latter case there is a specific statement made by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister that it is near the High Court. Therefore, I cannot 
see any distinction between the two. And whereas Rs. 3^ lakhs was 
provided in 1937-38, Rs. 8 lakhs has been provided now. It strikes me 
as a wonderful miracle that the price has shot up from Rs. 3^ lakhs to 
Rs. 8 lakhs 

•Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Perhaps due to brokerage. 

Mr. MAM MATH A NATH ROY: 1 submit, Sir, it requires a very 
careful enquiry and also some convincing explanation. But, Sir, I 
still maintain my point that it is a mistaken and wrong policy for 
Government to provide for any expenditure without determining what 
use is to be made of it. No decision could be made in 1937 ; no decision 
has been made now; and it is not expected that the Legislature will 
provide funds at the hands of Government for the purpose of specula- 
tion. It seems something like speculation, and 1 wish Government will 
give up the speculation. 

(At ^this stage Khun Bahadur Maulvi .lalaluddin Ahmad rose to 
speak.) 

Mr. BREAKER: I hope, Khan Bahadur, you will try to be 
brief. 

Kfian Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIM AHMAD: 1 shall certainly 
Try to cut short my s})eech, Sir, not only bet ause I liave the misfortune of 
(oming uj) at the last moment, but also because, being a member of the 
Coalition Party w^hich supports the Government, I think, we are guests 
here, and that we have to depend on the mercy of the other side of the 
House to participate in this debate. I want to bring to the notice of 
the Hon’ble Mi*i*ster in charge of Irrigation and Civil Works the 
two facts wdiich are uppermost in the minds of the public, namely, 
that so far as the Irrigation Department is concerned, it is regarded 
a.s a department which has no justification for its existence from the 
point of service to the province and masses, and that the Public Works 
Department is humorously termed as a Public Waste Department of 
the Government. Sir, the report on the working of the Irrigation 
Department even during this period of Provincial Autonomy does not 
show that matters have improved in the least. It does not convey that 
the department has justified even its existence so far as its services to 
the people are concerned. If you go back to the pre-Eeform days, 
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you will find from reports as well as from public utteraaoes of tbe 
then honourable members and official experts of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment that this department really existed for areas near about Calcutta, 
and, to mention onl/ a few, there were the Damodar Canal project, 
the Grand Trunk Canal project, the Darakeswar project, the Madaripur 
Bil proje(!t, etc. And, Sir, lakhs and lakhs of rupees were watfted 
on the pet but imaginary theories of the then irrigation experts of 
Government. I do not want to go into the details of those schemes, 
because they are still fresh in the minds of honourable members. But 
in these days of Provincial Autonomy I find also that the Hon^ble 
Minister does not care a bit to distribute the money allotted for irriga- 
tion works throughout the province of Bengal, but that he has con- 
centrated his attention to Darakeswar and Daraodar Canal projects 
to solve the problem of irrigation and navigation in Western Bengal 
only. Of course, I must admit that the department has created a 
small staff for irrigation works in the district of Mymensingh. 
Although a friend of mine has complained that much has not been done 
for Mymensingh, I may tell him that Mymensingh is fortunate in at 
least now having an irrigation engineering staff of its own, when 
formerly there was only one in Khulna only for the entire province. 
The Hon’ble Minister has also promised to undertake a contour survey 
of Northern Bengal, and when he was asked about the irrigation and 
drainage projects for other parts of Bengal, he replied that he was 
examining the schemes submitted by tbe district boards, alth^sugh we 
have not heard since then what he has done with those schemes. Then, 
Sir, we find that he has made an excess allotment in his budget of 
three lakhs of rupees for establishinsr a River Research Institute and 
other projects in 24-Pargaiuis and Dacca. Sir, I think this is not the 
time for any academie study and research; this is the time when 
immediate action is called for. When you want irrigation works to 
be executed immediately at various places, the Department of Irriga- 
tion is thinking of the necessity of establishing a big laboratory for 
river research. When people are dying for scarcity of water, when 
entire tracts of land are becoming barren due to the silting up of 
rivers and water channels, they are just considering how best to stud\ 
the variou.s problems of irrigation and drainage and to carry on 
research in that field. When people are pressing for the dredging 
and opening out of khals and channels and are forwarding to Govern- 
ment a number of schemes, when every endeavour ought to have been 
made to put those schemes into operation, we only find that Govern- 
ment is making provision for theoretical study and research to find 
out the causes of the failure of our natural drainage and irrigation 
system. This has bcten the attitude, Sir, of the Irrigation Department 
of this Government even in these days of Provincial Autonomy. Of 
course . it does not suit me, being a supporter of Government, to 
criticise its activity in this way, but I have to do so with a full sense 
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of my responsibility, because, being a supporter of this Government, 
I am as much responsible for the failure of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Irrigation to tackle irrigation problems as the Hon*bl6 
Minister himself, because it is only on our support that tJie Ministers 
can function. 

Now, Sir, I shall draw your attention to the position in the 
Chittagong Division. There, Sir, is a persistent demand for drainage 
and irrigation works, particularly in the Cox’s Basar subdivision where 
the Government functions in a dual capacity. In one capacity Gov- 
ernment functions there as the landlord, and in another capacity it 
functions as a State. In its capacity as the landlord of the ^has Tnahul 
lands. Government has not been able to induce the Irrigation Depart- 
ment to give effect to the schemes sent up by the local officials. There 
were several schemes that were sent up in recent years, but nothing has 
been done and no reply even has been given. I am in possession 
of letters which show that several irrigation schemes were sent up by 
the Khas Mahal Department for which only Rs. 6,000 was ultimately 
sanctioned, but could not be spent. I have given notice of a question 
in this session about annual flotnls in certain khnii in the Cox’s Bazar 
subdivision, hut I have got no reply to it as yet. It relates to the 
Katakhali, Patili, Mitachari and TTmkbali and Bagkhali Khals in 
the Cox’s Bazar subdivision which are annually inundated, doing 
serious damage to the cro[)s of .several villages, with the result that 
Govermnent revenues have decreased, and quite a large numl>er of 
remission petitions are pending before the Kbas Mahal Officer of 
Government. All these mailers are now staring the Revenue Depart- 
ment in its face, but the Revenue Department lias not been able to 
draw the attention of the Irrigation Department. The only reply that 
^he Revenue authorities can give is, that they are consulting the 
Fmgineer at Mymensingh, and even if an advice is tendered by him 
money is not available. The Kngineering Depart niejit says that this 
work should be taken up, but the authorities say that this is a big 
.scheme costing about Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 30,000 which they are not in 
a position to finance. The Hon ’hie Minister in his last year’s Budget 
speech admitted that it was not povssible fur the district boani t»> take 
up more responsibility in this respect, anfl so he was examining the 
drainage, excavation and embankment schenu* in consultation with 
the local ofiScers in different districts. This is a matter to which I 
want to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s pointed attention, and I do it 
for this reason. I know that my words will go in vain. This is a 
performance of every year. Every year we criticise the budget on 
“General Administration” and other departments; every year the 
Hon’ble Minister will repeat the same argument. In preparing the 
budget, I think half of our suggestions are not accepted, either for 
want of attention or for want of funds. Sir, my friend Mr. Nalini 
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Baujan Sarkar — I find he is not here now — ^had blamed the Coalition 
Party for obstructing the Cabinet in working according to definite 
programme and plan. But I can tell him — and he was a Minister 
himself — that we hai^ got no hand in the preparation of the budget. 
As a matter of fact, the position is that we are not consulted and that 
we are not taken into confidence by the Minister. So, Sir, Mr. Sarkar*s 
remark was not justified that in the policy formulated by the Govern- 
ment we have got any hand, so far as this budget is concerned. Has 
the Minister consulted the members in determining the priority of 
schemes, as to which schemes should he given preference? No, Sir, 
they have not. As you know, Sir, budget is a secret thing which 
cannot be divulged lief ore actual presentation. But we support it 
because we have got confidence in the Ministers that they would do 
justice to all parts of the province without any undue preference to 
any section, and I hope that trust will he discharged by them credit- 
ably. I do not say that they have done any injustice consciously to 
other parts of Bengal, hut I should say that attention has not been 
focussed on this, and there has not been forceful representation from 
that part of the province which I represent. 

Next, I want to draw the attention of the Hon ’hie Minister in 
charge to another point. Sir, in the reply to my question with regard 
to Aracan trunk road, he has made a mistake. I say. Sir, in 1931 
Hie Aracan trunk road was classed as No. 1 on account of its position 
as an inter-provincial road. It was placed as Class 1 long" before 
Mr. King came on the scene. Then he was merely an Assistant 
Engineer and liis scheme came much later on. The Aracan trunk road 
was taken up by the Bengal Board under the direction of the Jayakar 
Boad Development Committee of the India Government and was classed 
as Class 1 and money was allotted. But long after this the Minister 
gives the reply that it was not classed as No. 1. So, I submit, Sir, 
the reply to my question is not correct. It was sanctioned so far 
back as in 1931. But on account of the way in which the Public Works 
Department handled this case, this Aracan trunk road is still incom- 
plete. They wanted to throw the burden first on the district board. 
The Public Works Department would not take it up, although they 
were requested by the district board to do so. Then the district board 
took up the matter and drew up a scheme with the help of their 
engineers and began to work. Thereafter the Public Works Depart- 
ment took it away and kept the work pending for two or three years 
in its hands and then again later on made it over to the district board. 
The district Imard have completed the work up to Bs. 5 lakhs, and there 
is no money left now. At present they are given the reply that the 
India Government have refused further money, so the work cannot 
be proceeded with. But I ask — Who is responsible for this? Certain- 
ly the Government is responsible on account of the lapse of the money 
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due to the difficulty created by the Public Works Department in com- 
pleting the scheme long before. Other minor schemes which were 
accepted later on have been completed. May I ask whyP 

Sir, these are the points which I want to bring to the notice of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge, and I hope that further injustice will 
n^t be done because of the distance of Chittagong district from the 
metropolis of Bengal where the Ministers reside. 

The Hofi’Ma Mahanija 8RISCHANDRA NANOY, of Cottimliazar; 

Sir, first of all I must assure niy friend the Khan Bahadur, who spoke 
just before me, that we put the greatest amount of value to the discus- 
sion that takes place here during the budget. Every item discussed 
by different members of the House is examined by the department and 
action taken as far as practicable. Sir, I am sorry to find that even after 
what I have stated the members of the (Ippoaition have not appreciated 
the very many disabilities under which this department is suffering 
for a long time and, in spite of our best efforts, we have only been 
able to touch the fringe of the problem. 

Sir, there is no denying the fact that in every scheme somebody has 
to do the spade work without which no edifice can be built. Un- 
fortunately in our case we had to begin from the spade work, but the 
progress we have made within this short period cannot be eaid to l>e 
insignificant. I am surprised to find that my friend Mr. Abul Fazl 
who was so keen about this river training institute last year now says 
that there is no need for it. Well, Sir, that is the difficulty with the 
Opposition. One year they will say that we have not done something 
and when we take it up, they will say that it is the wrong way to 
spend money. 

Sir, I admit that as a result of the deterioration of the rivers and 
the spill channels, the health of the province has greatly deteriorated, 
and as I have already stated in my initial statement, the problem by 
accumulation bus become all the more acute. (Rai Harkndra Nath 
Chaudhfri : And unmanageable.) Sir, as regards the River Institute, 
I need not go into details as I have already dealt with it. I hope 
when the Institute is a settled fact every one of us present here will 
appreciate i^ utility. (Rai Harbndha Nath CuAt dhuhi : Surely.) 
Sir, Mr. Abul Fa*l has also deprecated the formation of the River 
Commission as he thinks that will take time. Sir, if you do not have 
the River Commission to deal with the inter-provincial aspect of the 
river problem nor the River Training Institute to investigate into the 
scientific side of it, how can you hope to solve the river problem of 
Bengal? I admit that so far as the problems of Northern and Eastern 
Bengal are concerned they were not properly treated, and I bad on 
more than one occasion stated before this House the reason for it. It 
was through the initiation of this Government that the attention of 
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this departmeut was especially diverted towards that part of Bengal 
and in the expansion scheme we opened up a new division at Mymen- 
singh and three new subdivisions at Comilla, Rangpur and Barisal. 
Much has been said about the neglect by this department of Tippera. 
May I tell my honourable friend Mr. Shahedali that ever since we 
assumed charge, we have been trying our best to solve this baihing 
problem of the Gumti flood. I had occasion to state before this 
House about the Escape scheme which was not found suitable. If 
personal visits, according to Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, have any 
charm, I went to Tippera with the object of seeing if we could bring 
that scheme into operation, but, Sir, after I held a Conference with the 
local people and my experts there, it transpired that the scheme if 
given effect to would only be diverting the flood from one area to the 
other. Then we took up the Reservoir scheme. Unfortunately in that 
scheme the location of the reservoir had to be made within the Tippera 
State. I personally visited Tippera a second time to persuade His 
Highness the Maharaja of Tippera to agree to our scheme, but unfor- 
tunately there also we failed (Mr. Sasanka Sekhab Sanyal : One 
Maharaja disappointed another) and lastly we have undertaken a survey 
of that area in order to find out if we cannot demolish a portion of 
the embankment altogether. I can assure my friend that pending 
that enquiry, Government have undertaken to maintain that portion 
of the embankment which has been no-man*B land for all these years. 

I may also inform my friend Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed that vje have 
considered the question of improvement of several of the waterways in 
that district, viz., the Dakatia Khal, the Titash river and others. 
The Dakatia Khal is now in a shrunken state and its improvement is 
hydraulically not possible. Sir, the question of the improvement of 
the Titash river has also been considered very carefully. It is only 
an abandoned loop of the Megna river. As you are aware, Sir, the 
Megna river has a gradual slope. So it would never be possible to 
improve the Titash river unless something extraordinary happens in 
the increase of the discharge of the small hill-streams which join with 
that river. 

I am surprised to find my old friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas 
raising certain propositions which I never expected him to do and 
I am sure which will be considered by the experts to be nothing 
short of absurdity. He has suggested that in order to reclaim more 
lands near the seaside, we should put up new embankments. That 
had been the shortsighted policy in the past which was responsible for 
the dying out of several rivers by cutting out their spill areas- We do 
not want to commit the same mistake again. He wanted to know 
whether in regard to our laboratory scheme we have consulted the 
Fl^tincial Governments. May I assure him that we have not only 
fronsulted the Provincial Governments referred to by him, but we also 
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consulted Orissa and Assam. They have agreed to cooperate with 
us. We have been assured of every help by the Calcutta University 
and have also been assured of full co-operation from the Calcutta 
Corporation. 

Sir, I do not quite understand the figures quoted by my friend 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas in which he showed that a very large sum 
was being spent on establishment for schemes costing a very small 
capital amount. I am afraid that in respect of irrigation you should 
not calculate the establishment from the capital cost of schemes 
because in irrigation the staff has to be maintained for the collection of 
data for some time before the project is ready for execution. If you 
want to excavate a canal, you must know the water level of that area. 
It may be that one year there is flood and in the second year there is 
drought. Thus we must have at least three years to collect data before 
we can formulate any scheme. All these years the staff has to be 
employed. But as the staff completes the collection of these data 
and we take up more schemes, the percentage of establishment will go 
down rapidly. 

Mr. Shahedali has also referred to the remarks of the Public 
Accounts Committee- I may assure him that we have taken a very 
careful note of the suggestion of that committee, but, Sir, from what 
he has quoted, I would only point out that the remarks for 1939-40 
are a reply to the remarks for 1938-39. 

I am thankful to my friend Mr. Hirtael for his constructive sugges- 
tion and his appreciation of the disabilities under which the depart- 
ment is suffering. Sir, much has been said that we have done nothing 
about North Bengal. As I have already stated that besides the com- 
prehensive contour survey which we have taken up in right earnest, 
some small schemes have almost been completed. Besides, it is in 
North Bengal that w^e have to maintain and spend a large amount of 
money annually for the maintenance of embankments in Kajshahi and 
Sirajganj. 

Sir, I will oow come to the civil works side of the department. 
First of all, I would like to point out to Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy 
that the amount which has been provided in the budget this year for 
the construction of building has been done with utmost caution. We 
are aware of the increase in the price of building materials and while 
making the selection of building sc^hemes, we selected only those 
which were essentially necessary and which could not wait any longer. 
I can assure my honourable friend that we shall further consider that 
question and if found possible to postpone any construction work we 
shall do so. But there is another side of that question. Government 
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to spend a fairly large anm of money on hiring bnildinga for 
their eonrts, offices and quarters. Now when these buildings are 
constructed, there will be a saving on that score. As regards plots 
near the High Court, I am sorry to find that he has confused the two 
plots — one which we%ave already acquired last year with the one or 
to be more accurate the two plots we propose to acquire. Sir. it is 
not a fact that these plots are acquired by Government without coming 
to a definite decision as to how that should be utilised. But, Sir, there 
are things which it is not possible to make public before the matter 
is finally settled. That plot acquired last year was meant to centralise 
all the courts near the High Court. But subsequently the demand 
came from the High Court for land for the extension of their offices 
and we had to agree to it. The two new plots proposed to be acquired 
this year are meant for the extention of Government offices. There 
is no denying the fact that with the introduction of the new Reforms 
offices had to be expanded enormously. (Mr. Sasanka Sbehas 
Saittal: Lengthening the tail of the Government?) A special com- 
mittee was appointed for examining the accommodation which would 
be needed. They have gone into the question thoroughly and they 
have recommended the square space which would be necessary for the 
offices. We have prepared a rough plan and we believe that these 
two plots would serve our purpose to some extent. Sir, I admit that 
if we could have postponed acquisition of these plots till the prices of 
materials had gone down we might have been able to save the amount 
of interest we would have to pay in the meantime. But, Sir, 'in that 
case we may not have got these two plots. Of these two plots one 
belongs to the Imperial Bank and the other to the Government of 
India. These are for sale, and they will sell it to any party who comes 
forward to purchase it. It is for this reason that we have to incur 
this expenditure this year. 

Sir, Mr. Morgan asked me about the proportion of the money, 
which we will receive from the Motor Spirit Sales Tax, to be paid 
for the existing schemes and for the new schemes. I may remind him 
that the Hon'ble the Finance Minister while moving for grant said 
that our idea is to utilise 50 per cent, of the amount in supplementing 
the schemes which we have already taken up from the petrol fund and 
60 per cent, will be spent according to the amendment of my esteemed 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri on new roads. I have doubts 
as to how the expression “new roads” is going to be interpreted and 
whether the improvement of kutcha roads can be brought within the 
definition of new roads. 

Sir, as regards the fitting of pneumatic tyres on the wheels of bullock- 
carts I know it is a very old question, but I am afraid, it will not be 
possible to come to an early decision on the matter. Owners of bullock- 
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carta are proverbiall 5 ' poor, and although I feel that if it wero poaaible 
to fit all the bullock-cart wheels with pneumatic tyres the wear and 
tear of the roads could be greatly minimised. 

My honourable friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad 
has referred to Chittagong-Arakan road. It is no use going into old 
history of bygone days. It is true that that road was taken up as a 
part of the first quinquennial programme in or about the year 1930, 
but for reasons well known to m,y friend the construction was delayed. 
The responsibility’ lay with the Government of India who having first 
approved of. the scheme wanted to back out and withdraw the sanc- 
tion in the interest of the Chittagong-Dohajari Railway construction 
of which was nearing completion. Anyhow, we are now proceeding 
with the construction of the bridges all right. 

Lastly, Sir, 1 have one point which I forgot to mention. In reply 
to my friend Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy regarding the percentage of the 
establishment cost on the civil works side, I may say that the establish- 
ment last year was 15 per cent, and this year it has come down to 13 
per cent. 

I wish I could reply to other points raised during the debate, but 
as it is already late, I refrain from doing so. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose all the cut motions and commend 
my motum to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fajcl that the demand of Rs. 32,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads ^‘XVII — Irrigation, etc." he reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that the demand of 
Rs. 32,13,000 for expenditure under the heads "XVII — Irrigation, etc." 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Rs. 32,13.000 for expenditure under the heads "XVII — Irrigation, etc." 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu TJpendra Nath Barman that the demand of 
Rs. 32,13,000 for expenditure under the heads "XVII — Irrigation, etc." 
he reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Sriscbaudra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar, that a sum of Rs. 32,13,000 be granted for expenditure 
under *the heads "XVII — Irrigation — Working Expenses — 18 — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenue — 18(1) — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19— Cons- 
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traction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works — 
— Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to 
Revenues, was then^ut and agreed to. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of 
Rs. 1,66,71,000 for expenditure under the heads “60 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy that the ^demand of 
Rs. 1,66,71,000 for expenditure under the heads “60 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar, that a sum of Rs. 1,66,71,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the heads “60 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged 
to Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 

Adloumment. 


It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 2l8t .March, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Pn>ee«^nft «f th« Bengal Legislative Assoably ateembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
tife 2l8t March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Pfattnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, ( .i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 181 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answert were ghren) 

Poet of Aasietant Superintemloiitf Bengal Government Preee. 

*179s Mauivi WALIUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Huu’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department aware that there is no Muslim 
gazetted officer in Bengal Government Press, AliporeP 
(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the post of the Assistant Superintendent, Bengal 
Government Press, which was advertised in the newspapers, 
has since been filled up; 

(n) the number of applications received from — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; 

{iii) the number of candidates interviewed — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; and 

(iv) the name, age and qualification of the appointed candidate? 

(c) If no one has been appointed to the post, is the Hon’ble Ministei 
considering the desirability of filling up the post by a suitable Muslim 
candidate ? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 

thereefP 

MINISTER in charge of tlio FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’Mo Mr. H, S. BuhrmumnlM): (a) Tes. 
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(b) (i) and (iv) The post has not been filled. 

{it) Hindus 28 and Muslims 6. 

(Hi) Hindus 8 an^ Muslims 4. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Relief works in certain dietrlolB of the Burdwan Division. 

*iaO. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdl: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, subdivision by subdivision, — 

(a) the percentage of crops grown in the district of Burdwan, 

Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore this year; and 

(b) the amount of — 

(1) gratuitous relief, and 

(2) agricultural loans 
given to each district? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the 

table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 180. 

Amount Mootioned for distribution as — 


Name of district. 

Percentage 
of outturn 
of crops. 

^Ordinary 

agricultural 

loans. 

•Short- 

term 

agricultural 

loans. 

•Gratuitous 

relief. 

Burdwan — 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rh. 

Sadar 

Kalna 

Katwa 

Asansol 

401 

38 

39 
32. 

1,11,000 

* 

19,209 

6,300 

Birbhum — 





Sadar 

Rampurhat 

101 

16J 

^ 26,906 

1,000 

1,00,000 

Bankura — 





Sadar 

Vishnupur 

321 
60 J 

14,864 

2,000 


Midnapore — 

Sadar 

Contai 

Tamluk 

Qhatal 

Jhatgran 

831 

67 

100 

76 

erj 

1.67,300 

38,124 

37,000 


*AUotinent« are sanctioned dietriot by dktnetWBt! not sObdivinon by subdivision. 
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Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJi : ^ C¥TCTf 

vij^ Tamluk Subdivisioinil CT 100 per cent, outturn Cg t (.W| ». 

Tamluk Subdivision^ ^ROTT 

nt*rv wk^csj ? 

ftit4ioiiHMt4ir RIMY PRASAD SINON ROY : ^ I 

Thoft oasM in Renhati villaga in Khulna distriot. 

♦1W. Mr. d. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge- 
of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1938, 1939 and 1940 with regard to the 
village of Senhati in the district of Khulna — 

(i) the number of theft cases reported; 

(it) the number of cases that were detected ; and 
(i«) the number of cases that ended in conviction? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether police enquiries were made immediately after the 
report; 

(ti) whether chowkidars and police regularly go out on night round ;. 

and 

(m) whether it is a fact that almost every night there is a thett iik 
that village? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 

1938. 1939. 1940. 

(a) (i) ... 6 8 14 

(ti) ' ... 1 2 3 

(Hi) ... 1 1 1 

One case pending. 

(5) (t) Yes, except in two cases of 1940, the investigations of which 
were refused, 

(ti) Yes. 

(iii) No, 
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WorkiiMfi of the^figliHliidia 4uU Mills at JagatM. 

M82. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: (a) Is the ^ 

Hou^ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
aware — 

(t) that there exists a feeling amongst old workmen of the Anglo- « 
India Jute Mills at Jagatdal, on account of the withholding 
of the usual grant of gratuities to many applicants with long 
years of service; and 

(ii) that in the course of last year nine aged workers with long 
period of service of the Anglo-India Upper Jute Mill applied 
for gratuity? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the said applicants have been 
granted a gratuity? 

(c) If the applicants have not been granted a gratuity, will the 
Eon^ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Do the Government propose to take any steps in the matter? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any old 
hands have been granted gratuity in the course of the year 1940? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state— 

(1) the name, 

(2) age, and 

(3) period of service, 

of the beneficiaries of such grant? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE ami LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. M. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) (i) No. 

(ti) Yes, it so appears from two unsigned petitions received by me 
in February last. 

(6) The report of the Labour Commissioner to whom the petition 
has been referred for an enquiry is still awaited. 

(c), (d) and (/) Do not arise. 

(e) I have no information. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how those two applications without names could reach 
the Hon’ble Minister? 
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Tli0 HoiKbto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYs I do not understand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: *\Vhat is your question? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. He says tliat two unsigned peti- 
tions have been received. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He does not say unaddressed ; he only says 
unsigned. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: How could they reach the Hoirble 
Minister? Did they go to the Labour Commissioner or did they go to 
him direct? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps they reached him directly. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I want to know whether they were 
sent to him directly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ask him. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether those petitions were addressed to him direct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Is it the practice to enter- 
tain unsigned petitions by Government, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

42— Oo-OfMrttion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
aum of Rs. 17,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘42 — Co- 
operation.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOK: Ten minutef. 
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In presenting this demand to the House, I may be permitted at the 
outset to submit to the House the policy that we have adopted in this 
department with the ultimate object of making the movement really 
useful to those for whom it is meant. I have had occasion in the past 
to indicate that the policy of this department was definitely laid down 
to be one of consolidation and of expansion. So far as the policy of 
consolidation is concerned, I had an occasion also to mention last year 
about the steps that have been taken. 

The House may be good enough to recall that I stated some time back 
that for a proper and efficient working of the department a few things 
were essentially needed, viz., that as the department was hopelessly 
understaffed, the staff ought to be enlarged in order that they might be 
able to deal with the growing demands and necessities. In the second 
place, as the staff had practically no training in the principles and prac- 
tice of co-operation, especially with reference to rural life of our 
country, they should be given a training. Thirdly, the audit should be 
separated from general supervision and the audit report should be more 
expeditiously dealt with. I had an occasion to indicate to the House 
the steps that have been taken with regard to these various items, and 
I am now able to point out that the staff has been considerably enlarged 
and that the whole of the staff have been taken through training at the 
Training Institute at Dum-Dum wliere they were placed under a body 
of experienced officers of the department, some of whom had their train- 
ing at Gurudaspur Training Institute in the Punjab. AVe also, under- 
took the training of a large number of supervisors and Secretaries of 
the Central Banks. The audit, as mentioned last year, has been placed 
in charge of the Chief Auditor and the officers who are in charge of 
the audit under him have nothing to do with the general supervision. 

I appreciated the debate that was raised over this question at the time 
when the Co-operative Societies Bill was under discussion in the House. 
I pointed out that we were concerned more with the audit of the Central 
Banks and of the large urban societies than of the thousands of village 
societies. In fact, the audit of the village societies is not a problem of 
the type as it is in regard to that of the Central Banks and the large 
urban societies. We have, therefore, to see how the system works 
before w^e are able to think of a change in the system. 

I also indicated that the existing Co-operative Societies Act II of 1912 
was no more sufficient to deal with the growing circumstances and that 
it needed an immediate amendment. The House will remember that it 
was pleased to consider the Bill and pass it in September, 1940, last. It 
also went through the other House and the amendments that the Legis- 
lative Council made had also been agreed to by this House. It is now 
^waiting assent and as soon as it is assented to and takes the shape of 
law, it will j;ive proper power to deal with all sorts of derelictions and 
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the financing banks will have sufficient authority to ileal successfully * 
with their constituent societies and members. The House may be good 
enough also to recall that the year before last a heated debate was raised 
as to what should be done w'ith regard to the existing liabilities and the 
future credit necessities of our rural members of primary societies. I 
indicated to the House the steps w’e proposed to take with regard to 
this very difficult and important subject. I divided it into two parts, 
one with regard to the past and the other with regard to the future. 

With regard to the past I indicated that an enquiry was already 
undertaken to find out the assets and liabilities of the financing banks. 
On the results a scheme to* scale dow’ii the debts of the primary society 
members to their paying capacity was also drawn up and the members 
were requested to have their individual assets and liabilities examined 
by the Debt Settlement Boards so that they might get all debts settled 
and aw'ards made on that basis and the liabilities so awarded, spread 
over a number of years by instalments according to the paying capacity 
of each and every one of them. The past wdll have nothing to do with 
the future. 

As regards the future, I also mentioned that Government intended 
to give full support to the co-operative movement and that if with this 
assurance the financing banks were not able to draw’ the active sympathy 
of the investing public, Government would consider the steps they 
could take to help the movement with direct financial assistance and in 
taking swich steps to stimulate the provision of funds for short term 
agricultural credit, Government — I then mentioned — have in mind the 
requirements of cultivators for genuine seasonal agricultural needs and 
do not contemplate nor consider them.selve.s in any way responsible for 
supply of credit for other extraneous objects such as expenditure on 
social ceremonies. 

Pursuing this policy, Government came forward with a direct finan- 
cial help to the tune of Rs. 13^ lakhs to the Provincial (’o-operative 
Bank last year. The House will be pleased to learn that the whole of 
that money has come back. In the current year Government sanctioned 
a sum of Rs. 60 lakhs to be paid to the agriculturist members through 
the Provincial Bunk. The whole of the money was not needed and 
that payment was in the neighbourhood of Rs. 50 lakhs. More than 
half of the amount has already been refunded and w^e hope that before 
the fixed time is over, the balance wdll also be paid back. 

In the coming year there is a provision for Rs. GO lakhs to be 
advanced in this way. I have already indicated that there is a grow- 
ing dentand for the expansion of the movement and while appreciating 
the same, we are not unmindful of the unsatisfactory experience due to 
quick expansion in the past. It is one of the severe lessons that we 
have learnt and that we sincerely hope that such mistaken steps will 
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* not be repeated. The various committees and commissions which sat 
in the pa.st have on the one hand recognised the suitability and 
importance of the co-operlftive societies for meeting the credit facilities 
on a short term basis of the rural people of our province, but on the 
other, they have also struck a note of warning, whereby they have 
suggested that this must be very cautiously done, and it must be on a 
sound basis as well. While talking of the credit facilities of the rural 
people, I hope I shall not be misunderstood if I were to say that the 
credit must be understood to be credit and not a charity and before one 
is able to ask tor credit he has got to establish his creditworthiness. I 
may be excused if I repeat what I had said srtine time ago that 1 do not 
consider that cheap credit facility is always desirable. Credit facilities 
through co-operative institutions must always be for productive 
purposes. 

Sir, I should not be justified to anticipate niy honourable friends in 
regard to the subjects they seek to discuss through the various motions 
that have been tabled, but I do appreciate their anxiety about the 
future of this movement in this province, wdiich they .seek to suggest 
that some definite action to rehabilitate the movement must be imme- 
diately taken. I have indicated in the beginning that a scheme has 
been draw'n up on the basis of the enquiry undertaken .some time ago. 
The late Finance Minister of this Government, I mean Mr. Nalini 
Ranjan Sarker, w*as good enough to examine the results in reference 
to some of the financing banks of Eastern Bengal. Before he was able 
to consider it in detail, he left (jovernment and that the subject has to 
be examined afresh by my honourable colleague, the present Finance 
Minister. Since it is a question involving a very heavy amount of the 
investing public, it required a ver\ serious consideration of experts as 
also of (Government before they are able to make up their minds one 
way or the other. In fact, the experts have given us their views, but 
they have warned us that we should be very careful about our data. As 
I have said, I am no less anxious than my honourable friends to see that 
a definite decision is reached at an early date and that we are able to tell 
the investing public, the financing banks as also primary societies and 
their members as to where they stood in relation to one another. 

Sir, I shall now briefly indicate some of the steps taken regarding 
expansion before I commend my motion to the House, 

So far as the current year’s crop loan societies are concerned, we 
have got now the membership of 120,000 in about 6,000 societies. Two 
new Central Banks have been started purely with crop loan societies, 
one at Nagarpore in the district of Mymensingh and the other at 
Chakhar in the district of Bakarganj. 

To link up credit wuth marketing facilities with the object of secur- 
ing a proper price for agricultural produce to the agriculturist members, 
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20 multi-purpose societies have been organised during tlie year. We 
have now altogether 30 such societies in the province with a total i>aid 
up capital of about Rs. 2 lakhs and the membership exceeding half a 
lakh. 

,A rice mill is under construction at Manmathapur in the district of 
Dinajpur with an aniiexure to a multi-purpose society. The idea is to 
convert members’ paddy into rice and then sell it at greater advantage, 
so that the members will have greater margin of profit than what they 
would have got if only raw paddy was sold. 

There are 73 sale and supply societies with 30,833 members with a 
total working capital of Rs. 80,’)0,t)n0. Tlie value of the total quantity 
purchased annually by these societies is about Rs. 4 lakhs. The total 
quantity of things supplied is valued at about Rs. 3,70,000. These 
societies carry on joint marketing and joint purchasing business for the 
benefit of the members eliminating intermediary agencies. 

To supply credit on a long term basis and to enable rural members 
to consolidate their debts, five land mortgage hanks Imve been func- 
tioning in the province for some time now. Five more land mortgage 
hanks have been sanctioned, but their sttirt is being delayed be( ause of 
uncertainty of the money market due to war conditions, necessitating 
postponement of floating of contemplated debentures. The Rengal 
Provincial (b-operative Hank is financing the e.xisting five land mort- 
gage btftjks and is not in a position to finance such hanks any more. A 
proposal has been submitted to Government for [)rovi(ling loans for 
financing the new land mortgage banks and the same is under 
examination. 

A number of peripatetic training parties, each consisting of one 
trained auditor and one trained supervi.sor, have been organised for 
training the secretaries of rural societies. The cost will l)e met out of 
the Government of India grant. 

A Special Officer, who has a thorough knowledge of the working of 
the department for years and who was associated with the (b-operative 
Societies Bill ip all its stages, has been appointed to frame rules under 
the Bill and the work has been taken up in right earnest. We hope 
that by the time the assent to the Bill is received, the rules will also 
be ready so that we may be able to put the .same into opera t ion without 
any further delay. 

I do not think that I shall be justified in taking^more time of the 
House at this stage. With the^e words, Sir^^ 1 commend my motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 17.30.0(X) for exuenditure under the head “42 — Co-or>eration“ be 
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Sir, I move this cut motion with a view to raising a discussion about 
the policy followed by tWb Government of Bengal so far as the co-opera- 
tive movement is concerned. 

At the outset, I beg to submit that for the last four years the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of Co-operation had delivered speeches at 
the beginning as an apalogia and that in meeting the criticisms towards 
the close of the debate he had held out hopes and assurances to the ’ 
members of the Assembly, but in substance nothing has been done by 
him so far. This year, too, the same policy has been followed, and I 
believe towards the close of this debate he will again hold out hopes 
and assurances which will never be realised. The only thing to the 
credit or discredit of the Minister has been the enactment* of last year 
by which what power had been vested in the members of societies has 
been taken away and vested with the Registrar. The effect of that 
will be that if the Registrar be not an able man or a man of character 
the power vested in him would be misused. The only consolation at 
the present moment is that we have a man as Registrar whom while he 
was an officer at Chandpur I knew very well. I have knowledge of his 
abilities and pow’er of control, and I hope Mr. Aziz Ahmad will, by his 
integrity of purpose and strength of character, lead the co-operative 
movement to a successful termination 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Yes, to a successful 

termination ! 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the co-operative movement 
in this province has been in existence for the last thirty years, and we 
have not seen any tangible economic betterment of the people; in a 
word, tlie co-operative movement has been a total failure. 'Sir, the 
aim and object of this movement was to do good to the people of this 
province, especially the agriculturists, but w'hat do we see at the 
present moment so far as this movement is concerned? The co-opera- 
tive movement has all along been a money-lending business. It has 
forgotten its aim to do good to the people and has been ousting the 
other money-lending classes in Bengal and following the policy of 
Shylock in realising as much money as possible without caring to know 
what the position of the debtors is. 

So far as the selection of officers is concerned, it has been a scadalous 
affair. Even people who are over-aged are taken in the Co-operative 
Department. Even people wffio have got no educational qualifications 
ore appointed, and their educational qualifications are described as 
‘‘read up to the Matriculation,” “read up to the I. A..” and “read up 
to the B.A.,” without showing what are their actual qualifications. 
As a result of this, Sir, the Co-operative Department has, in fact, been 
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manned with persons who have proved themselves to be a set of 
inefficient officers due to whose activities the movement is bound to be a 
failure. 

Then, Sir, as regards corruption, it is well known to everybody that 
corruption is prevailing throughout the whole co-operative movement. 
We have raised objection after objection and question after question, 
and cases of corruption have been brought to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Minister on several occasions, but there has been no remedy. When we 
go to the mufassal, we hear complaints after complaints against 
Auditors and Inspectors and when we bring them to the notice of tlie 
Assistant Registrars, they are not prepared to believe them. Even 
when objections are placed before them, they pay no heed to them, 
but dismiss them saying that they are nonsense. This is, Sir. my 
personal experience. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ? 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: I admit it for this reason alone that I have been 
able to bring it publicly to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister. I admit 
it for this reason alone, namely, that this will have some elfect and the 
^fillister in charge will take some steps to remedy the defect. 

Th^n I beg to say one thing regarding constructive policy. I also 
spoke about thi.s thing to His Excellency the (jovernor regarding the 
rate and amount of interest realised by the Co-operative Department. 
There have been provisions in the Money-lenders Act that double the 
principal can be reali.sed from the debtor, but in the Co-operative 
Department they can realise as much interest as they like. There is no 
limit of interest and there is no limit of amount. Even if the debtor 
pays twice, thrice or four times the principal, still interest is due from 
him and he is bound to pay. I want to impress upon the Hon’ble 
Minister that there should be some limit to tliis effect, naniely, that the 
interest should either be equal to the principal or double the principal 
or 2^ times tHe principal and not more than that. Unless there is a 
limit, ihe Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors and the other directors 
of the bank will realise the amount to the full extent and tlie debtor 
shall not get any remedy. 

Then, Sir, as regards the interest, the Provincial Bank had borrowed 
money from the depositors and the people had deposited the money at 
a certain percentage of interest, but they are realising from the debtor 
at a much higher rate of interest to the detriment of the interests of the 
debtor, and this also should be taken notice of. In no case more than 
2 per cent, of the interest to be paid to the depositors should be realised 
from the debtor as interest. 
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Then, Sir, I want to impress upon the Hon’ble Minister one parti- 
cular fact regarding the Ohandpur Central Bank. Under the Chandpur 
Central Bank there is another bank, namely, the Matlab Central Bank. 
The Matlab Central Bank was originally under the Chandpur Central 
Bank. At that time the rural banks of Matlab were under the Chand- 
pur Central Bank. At the time of separation, the principal and 
interest were taken into account so far as the Matlab Central Bank is 
concerned, and as a result the Matlab Central Bank cannot pay the full 
amount. I want to impress upon the Hon’ble Minister that so far as 
the Matlab Central Bank is concerned there should be remission of 
interest, and that interest should run on the principal amount alone. 
There is another fact, vSir, which is not less scandalous. There are 
some members in this Assembly who are also the Secretaries of certain 
Central Banks. Here they are getting money as daily allowances and 
travelling allowances. Still they are realising money from the Central 
Banks as their salaries. I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to this aspect, and I want the Hon’ble Minister and the 
Registrar to take special notice of the Laksham Central Bank. With 
these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERill: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
thni the demand of Us. 17,d0,()00 for expernliture under the head “42 — 
Co-o])eratioir’ be reduced by Ks. 100. 

The purpose of my motion is to raise a discussion about the failure 
of the Government to enquire into the condition of the co-operative 
movement, the working of the Co-operative Department from 1933 — 1940 
with a view to formulate a scheme of rehabilitation and the appoint- 
ment of a Special Officer in the Co-operative Department. 

Sir, it has been my unfortunate lot to criticise the activities of the 
Co-operative Department for the last four years, “to bury Caesar, not 
to praise him,” and I am happy that in so doing I rendered unto Caesar 
what was Caesar’s. But the Caesar of whom I am speaking just now is 
a hydra-headed monster; having been killed as the Registrar, we find 
him resurrected into life again as a Special Officer in the Co-operative 
Department and a bird whispers in my ears that even when he will be 
killed as the Special Officer, provision has already been made by the 
Board of Directors of the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank, the 
Chairman of which I am sadly missing to-day, that he will be appointed 
as the Financial Adviser of that Bank. The nerve centre of the co- 
operative movement will then as a result of this resolution be in the 
hand of one who as Registrar sat as a nightmare on the breast of the 
eo^^Q^rative movement for the last long eight years, and had stifled it 
liSi of breath and almost killed it. And, Sir, he has at his command 
even now a set of creatures on the Board of Directors whom I can no 
better characterise than as the vampires who have sucked out of the 
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movement its lifeblood. I am referring io these things, Sir, because I 
feel and I am supported in this by the results of the last few years that 
unless and until the malign and sinister influence in any shape or form 
of these vampires and this nightmare be removed, and new blood 
infused into the movement there is no hope or any chance of rebabili- 
tafion of the co-operative movement. 

Sir, I had in the past had occasions to read out portions of some 
documents which went to show clearly the ex-Registrar in his true 
colour. To-day I will only read out few lines from letters which have 
l)een addressed to me personally and which will go to confirm, if any 
confirmation is necessary, the above. One letter reads thus: — 

“Having come to learn that you are taking keen interest in rooting 
out corruption in the Co-operative Department of Benga], I supply you 
with the following facts in the public interest which I hope you will be 
able to use for your purpose. 

The following cheques were received by me from Mr. So and so, 

0 subordinate of the ex-Registrar, on account of my dues for the worke 
done at the premises of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal, 
at P. 181, New Park Street, Calcutta. The cheques were paid by one 
of his subordinates from his personal bank account on various dates at 
the request of the Khan Bbhadur to Mr. So and so, his subordinate. 
The cboques number thus — 

Rs. 

No. 158064, dated 26th November, 1936, on the Bank 

of Commerce, College Street ... oO 

By cash If^fl 

Cheque No. 16036, dated 10th July, 1937. on the Bank 

of Commerce, College Street .. 100 

(This cheque w'as once dishonoured on 13th July, 1937, 
as fjill cover was not arranged for on date and 
finally honoured.) 

Cheque No. 32791, dated 18th March, 1938, on Central 

Calcutta Bank, 3, Hare Street, ('alcutta ... 50’^ 

Another letter reads thus — 

‘*I received a cheque of Rs. 35 on the Imperial Bank of Calcutt* 
drawn by Babu So and .so, the very same gentleman, in my favour, and 

1 cashed it on the next day. I received this amount for my remunera- 
tion in supervising the construction of the house of Khan Bahadur 
A. M. Arshad AR, Registrar, Co-operative Societies, situated at New 
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Park Street. In this connection Mr. So and so paid me several sums of 
money also by cheques v/^oae details I do not remember at this distant 
date.’^ 

- May I ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge was it fair and proper on 
the part of the ex*Registrar to ask his subordinate to make payments? 
Was it not against the conduct rules for the guidance of Government 
oflScers ? 

I need not take up the time of the House by reading these letters 
and raking up the memories of the unpleasant past. But, Sir, I could 
not help it for the present is the breath of the past and we should have 
a clear knowledge of the man who guided or rather misguided the 
movement during the last eight years before we can assess the present 
at its proper value. What do we find? The co-operative movement is 
practically at k standstill. The depositors are not getting their money 
back. Owing to the operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act 
and the Money-lenders Act sources of credit have been dried up. Un- 
fortunately, communalism and party politics have been mixed up with 
the activities of the co-operative movement. Lastly, Sir, the hopeless 
and helpless condition of the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank, a 
condition which has been brought about by the inefficient ex-Registrar 
and his servile Board of Directors and which must be an eye-opener to all 
those vho are interested in the welfare of the co-operative movement. 
At the present time a regular tug-of-war is going on betv een the 
present Board of Directors and the present Registrar, who, I am glad 
to be able to tell you, with a very strong hand is trying to stamp out 
nepotism and corruption from the department and cleanse its augean 
fltable^. He is trying with a very strong hand to place the mf>vement 
on a sound footing so far as the department is concerned. But I will 
not anticipate the judgment regarding the present Registrar. I will 
keep my judgment in reserve for the present; for he will, I hope, be 
given sufficient time to show his merit and to make the movement 
stand on proper foundation. What have been the causes of the state 
of degradation and deterioration of the co-operative movement? Let 
me one by one place before you the causes. The first and the foremost 
is the defective and hasty organisation. You know perhaps that in the 
last year as many as 7,000 societies have been established for the 
purpose of distributing short term crop loan. I ask the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge: Was any attempt made on behalf of the depart- 
ment to teach the members the fundamental principles of co-operation, 
the fundamentals on which the well-being and success of a co-operative 
aooiety depend? Secondly, over-finance; thirdly, want of proper audit; 
fourthly, inefficiency, nepotism and corruption in the department. As 
my friend Mr. Shahedali says, the only qualification that entitles one 
to secure promotion is want of proper qualification and the abundance 
of the quality of sychophancy; fifthly, failure of the movement to deal 
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with all the economic aspects of the “whole man” ; sixthly, the want of 
education of the members in co-operative principles; and, lastly, 
centralisation of all powers in the hands of the Registrar. 

May I, Sir, at this moment refer you to a very interesting docu- 
ment — a decument behind which we see the Roman hand of the ex- 
Ifegistrar, who is now struggling bard to champion the interests of the 
non-officials, after having failed to secure after frantic efforts a further 
extension of service. The document says: — “At any rate the present 
state of affairs is intolerable and carries with it a calumny of indifference 
and inactivity on the part of the co-operative organisation. It must 
be fully realised that the co-operative movement is an out-and-out non- 
official movement. If it is worth the name, i< must be run by non- 
officials and financed by public money.’’ Why this confession, ’Sir, 
on the penultimate day of his service ? Could he not realise it before ? 
Had he realised it in time, tlien the Co-operative Societies Bill which 
was designed to place all powers in the hands of the Registrar would 
have been otherwise and the co-operative movement would have been 
entirely under non-official guidance and control. This interesting 
document is the report of the committee api>ointed by the Board of 
Directors of the Provincial Co-operative Bank in their meeting held 
on the '3()th December to examine the financial position of the bank and 
suggest measures of improvement. The blue light is on, and I do not 
know how long 1 will live. Therefore I will tr,\ to place before you in 
a very* short outline the scheme of rehabilitation. The rehabilitation 
of the co-operative movement means rehabilitation of the rural life of 
Bengal, for in the words of the Royal ( Commission on Agriculture, if 
co-operation fails, fails also the hope of rural Bengal. If that is so, I 
would a.sk the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take courage in holh hands 
and to initiate a scheme of rehabilitation here an<l now. 1 was glad to 
Lear from him that a committee of experts have been revising the data 
collected by the ex-Registrar. I do not know who these experts are. 
I do not know if these experts have the conffilence of the imblic or if 
those experts are the nominees of the Goveriiinent . J wisli ihey also 
had the confidence of the public. In any rehabilitation scheme four 
parties are coftcerned, namely, the depositors, the debtor societies and 
its members, the creditors and the Government. All these interests have 
got to be looked into and an equitable adjustment, if it is at all possible, 
made between them. How far without any avoidable risk to the tax- 
payer of Bengal can the Government come to the help, so that the 
movement can again begin to function ? The first step in the rehabili- 
tation, of the movement is the restoration of ^lublic confidence in it. and 
the first step in the restoration of the confidence in the movement will 
be the satisfaction of the claims of the depo.sitors who have staked their 
all in this movement. They did it becau.se they thought, and rightly 
thought, that the Government was behind it and that their money was 
•afe. But now at long last they find that Government is not looking to 
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them. Government is not looking also to the interest of the move- 
ment. The Government is sitting idle. Therefore my earnest appeal 
to the Minister in charge ^is to immediately set up a committee of 
experts which will go into the details which have brought about the 
j)resent condition of the movement, a committee which will ascertain 
the utmost extent to which the claims of the depositors and other 
creditors may be met by enquiring into the repaying capacity of the 
debtors, a committee which will NUggest how the supply of agricultural 
credit may be linked up with the other economic needs of the people, 
viz., increase of productivity, provision of marketing facilities and 
consumers’ stores, etc., to enable the peo]>le to increase their earning 
and their repaying capacity and last but not least which will chalk out 
a comprehensive and effect i^'e ten-year plan to ‘‘co-operationise” , if I 
may coin the expression, the whole province. I may in this connection 
only read out one sentence from the book of Dr. J. P. Neogi, Minto Pro- 
fessor of Economics. He says in his preface : “The time has come when 
the ]>osition slioiiid he reviewed once more h> an expert committee and 
the main lines of future development authoritatively laid down.” We 
Lave been repeating our claim incessantly, persistently, consistently and 
insistently but to our utter regret all our demands have fallen on deaf 
ears. Once more I appeal to the Hon'ble Minister in charge to 
remember that, had the Government been earnest, had they really 
pushed on the movement and not played with it, T am .sure the move- 
ment which is at a standstill now would have gone a great way in its 
onward march and in the language of Sir Daniel Hamilton a peasant or 
a w’orker though a small man by himself multiplied by oD millions would 
have been on the wa> to organise their credit and t<> capitalise their 
labour till he became a giant able to move the whole world. With these 
words, I commend ray motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA : ^ ^IW 

^*51 ^ i 

Gontral Co-operative Bank ^ 

I 3^ ^ 3t^ I 

^ ^ 3i i 

1% Central Co-operative Bank gfi^r 

3t^ I ij iTR ^tf^r 

(3rc<l ^ ^3 C3PltC*nf 

^ %3^ 31 cTOf I ^ 

^ w t g ni. ^ >T f3 Tyrg m3 mn 

NtH ^ i 31 (nc^s (?f^ ^ 1 
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15TO “^, ^T?r 

^ c^” I ^ ^•s'^ tpi? "fm ^srwm ^ ^ 

^ ^arjTfm C^tm. ^ '®Tt3Rn C?4f^? C^^ST ^TJJTl 

Co-operative Central Bank \S^ '^\i>ll6lfl (?Ttnr v(t^ I 
^il^rt^ ^itoTTOT?! •1ICb1'?l ’^WlT f^t^I1%ft^ I 
cvN^rt? 5^1^ ^rf%5 ^iTn ‘i]^ c^ 600\ <rtir frorf^rsT^ i 

(71^ 600\ iw? ^ c?9?rt^ ^<3 (Ti^Jt^r 

fsT^rfer ^ ^ntcT^ ^ Q ^-ii^sR c^ 

-5f1§^ c*Wi arm (Jlcmt i sst^rw ^ ^ cvf??? ^a\ 

c c^'ti' ‘fip c®t? c^tc< ^F?n crfnrc^ i i 

^ ^smtOTi ^ 'ftfr ^ 'St? ^ ^3 ^^^oo^ ^1 

T?RT? ^ C^3?I C5tC^C5 central Co-pei-ative Bank (7T? 

Executive Officer OT I 5t^ rf?r, f^ api^ \ 

C^cTf? fi'ilf <ilfl5 ^fr.& I lil^ I 'il^nr popular 

Govomraent ^:r popular ^nft unpopular t 

<ii5T bttus wnr ^ fV (Jtr^ ^1 

^ ^vfi ^ :r^pfr? =rfr 3r?TtTO?f C^sf?:^ ^(mi Co- 
operative Credit Bank 'Qf%r5F ^3^ CRlrfS^ R5f% 

^<n fHcVgc<?R ' I ^ (7FTnr%T^ ^ 

(Tmr^ ^ ^ ftnr%5R f%f7^ 

Co-operative vfH 5ir ♦fi:^ ^ ^tllST 

ikv^ ^mi ^ I ^ (7r^ T*m ^ytPi 

^ ^ (TRt^ *ftnr ann? tfwtr*f 

^ c^ ? ar^t^ arr^rr (7T<^ ^rmr^finTf 

^ c^, -pfa ^<ftT$ (Trrft fro? *3 1 

mm, mft cyt c^^ai 

Man before the plough ” ^ ^ f%m3l, (mRl <4^ Cm?F 

^ mft?f mvm #Tf^ cwm m*i (?m?m i ^ 3tr3 onm 

f^irr Chapter cm^sf CTt^ CWH “ Modem Slylocks, the Central 

Co-operative Credit Bank of Bengal ** ar5lV*?1 mS'tH ^ 

C5tnrcf (71 c^mr ^aprmr®? &w^ 3 mm c^ mmir ^ mr^.rn, fVi 

Co-operative Credit Bank '©fir t3H, ^11, PW3 

miTT, cftnrc^ 1^4^ c^ftflcvi (n??i ^imir %mir f3^ 

Bank iSm ^I^TtFl? 3 %4gW 1 ftf^ 

CffC® ?nr I fiPi popular Government «ij? (.4tt«l bf^lc*t4 mtm 
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<m 01 ?7tv, i 

C?tu^ f% ? ^Tfc^ >cir\ >:)O^W f^tC^ I 

^<3 'fTft <i5\ ^ I IffOTT ^W] SOC')'^ 

c^ (7R1 ot, f^ 

(Tf^Jt^T c^: ^ ^ ’itPnn ?tft i ^ 

(7fl«f TTtV ^Cyb6\ 8J5>n8\ f^l, (7[«$t5T ?TtT 

^ jji^vd I Pfnt^ ftwt^ 

‘lOfeti (7T®Jt^ TTt?;^ I (7T^^ TTtT^ C5[t5^^ 

^ ^fiOO C^^8^ fwto ^'9 

tim aoo I c*Ri ^r^fi ^ ^ i 

^TTt^ \\x^o cvr^oy^ofwtt^ I Pw^ tn|fe 

’TtPPF HOO\ i?tn (7T^^ Trtr?^ ^ pps ^ij^s c*ri 

^ I (7i«$t5T ^Tti:^ cTrc^j^fft ^ tpr^ 

f%, C5>^ Tf%?n PtR^ 

^t?n 1^ Pii?f^fli ^ I Q wtPratf^ ^ ^itnRT 

^St^Wt? *^3 1^ I 

(7T®^ C^Clhi?tft tffe ^pRI^FTl ^fcs ^tfw 

‘5t^«t^U2R:®^ TrtcT?r ^<n ot i c^ot^ 

'^rtw (71 'ii^ ^ ^^T?Pf*ttr5? ?of ^ 5^ft?n ^ft??n 

il<f^T'3 CW(7T^ 5rtpl?f ^ ^ ’‘HTflTOR ’T^’ ^y:i^ 

^1 ^ o\ 'Of^^ f^i Pt’W^, 

^^'^TT^tPrj tpsTtc^ S^ <p'-!^^{<^ Co-operative Credit Bank ^Pirv 

f%Pi Pt^ ? -51 (. *14^*1 ^ ^vsiloh c5t«T(7r ^ , Pf^ ^p5^<rT^ 

it! '^smcrn '^rfySySm ^rs ^ ^f%iT w:^ ^Jt3f$ 

deserted village ^ CTtHTC^ I *nifl ^ tft^ 

CK'^'tS 5 (7fC»f^ -sffN FTftOTlS tft^ (?Tl^ P tU ^^H I 

^ ^ <ii^ ww#Pi ^ ^sHTtro^ c=^[t^, ^ (7imu3 ^ 

^ 4 ^^ ^nfer ?r?:^) ^ fwssmi (tfi^, 

tpartlOT (TFt^ 1%^ ! 

^ illTrr*! Provincial Autonomy CTtni^ I ^s(Pm Prc«r^ 

(TH »im c^t^i Pfmi ^[iPBUfCH^ (Trmfl, f^, w\o^ 5 - 
st^WHc^' fror ^ ^ (?^ c^t 51 csrf^^ Pr^nt^H, ^^ 3 ^ 

I ^n^T Pf c^tm. ^ipTri''!" 1 

3rft 'm ^ Prart^ (Tfmi pjpr ^ntiTinr^- 

3(f^i i^sTtfir^ 5T^?n ^ ««1 ’ftPrft (Tftc^^ fror <?ri Prwt 

cwtcm^ I <4 '■rfe $^, ^ 
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^ 5(1 1 5itwr ^ ^Tt^, wfjj jqf^nr Ptnnc^ 

^ c?OT c^’tc^fc^ I (7R ?(rc®fir 

%tOT ^ (TTs^rtii TO I ^ '»5^ ^^sTtcirr^ ^ c*fnff^ i 

(??tc«r 'ij ^ft5f?r (?rfrt^ 5^^ 1 tr^rr 

^yUS C^C^ ^ ^ vStC^ 5^1 ^ I 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : TOf??, ^sTtf^ Co-operative Bank^i)^ 

^t?1^ (?R| TOU pFg Tf%TO j ^'Sfi 

«rf^ ^W 'flK^ 55* SlTFTtl ^<3 5n?tsnft 

^ ^ TO^-5fT n®mi 

(?f^ 5n I Co-operative (?Rt?I 

*<114 [41 SH^ifroi I 4l^®[ ^T?r4Bl Co- 
operative 5T*3FT^ C^^fC4 ^ 'a(t^C^4l 4lfTO1 iltRlTtr^ I (OTTBr^fcf 

*1^t^ (TRt^ *ffur 'a|Hj|41 votC4 f%%tfe5 5’^TOi:^ I Co-operative Depart- 
ment 3 40W5r ?5tW5T ^ Special Board 

special 

Board'i] C4T=T ^ I <^54- 

’TTO C 2 lt 4 ^ C^ ^ ''BlWlT 

tS I Bank^iT 

^ w" T^ 4itf^ C5&1 ^TORi fhiT^’n 4T^ 4r4?n ^ 

^ ^4* S)l‘>'0 4STO1? f%f^ f^l 

vm:^! Paying capa-ity? C^m SiT^r 

cm^f 5 tRto *f^TO 4ftTO 4C?f 

^ 3 f^ 4f%(n ca^ 3 

TOTfFT?! 41? I ^«1T^54^t®t ftp'll? *^TO 4f?TO ?t?T ??, — ^$1?1? 

tprt«fW^ 4MlTf? C4<t Bankij? ^ <iJ?rPt 

4l?c^f| I ?Tti::4? C?t^*J? bPjft^iin ^(tw 4t?4 (Tf^ftC?? 

?t^ftTO ?ll5f4C'46 C?TC^ fro 4l?TO ?t^?l ^5f?t? ?t?, 

?1f? 05t4 4ft?l 4?T4fip1f TOJtl5t? 4?t? 4C5T ^5t5t? ^t4? ^4R ?tg? 

a(t?tgc<5) [ ^PrTf? ftftjt? ^ c?fw^ 4?tTO 

\5t?1 &5? 4f?C5R, 4ft?tC?? C4t5( ’fTOI •(ft, C4lt6^ Rlbl^i gtf^ rtTO 

gtmi ^ «2r ?rf^ c4tc^ c?t4?r*ii *mii? 4c? ^ ^sw? f?4c^ oc ?t?i 

Bank*i|? 4fi?fC5^ ?f^at fegtS" 80\ tt4> 

«rf??t5(l 4?ft?l ^P?t? ^5f?1? ?Hg3r CaFt4 4i??l TOFW? 

Bank^? 4^3tfhr TOJtMC?? ^ tpt^f C^W?t? 4»( 

c^t^r 5n I 80\ ftt4i ijW? ft^R 4l??i '»rT*rt? ^ftro » 
C4«n C?«$H Bank^? S4? TOftm ^1 'ifife? ^ 
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TSTflf I ^ ^sj?n( f%f 

%i o^s ^ c*rtfe ^ 60 \ SW? (?Ri 

57 I (7f v6f5t4 t>IC^4 hRh ftlW 6l^l 

^ Central Bank^ij ^^M0I80 OT, 

3lt^rf^ ^ ■»'fH l?!^"] f^rR^ dIjiIm 

^ OTTs ofs I CTOiFfetft ’rRfei <f?r5 

^ ^ ^o^ ^ ^fiflc^ra 6s 816180 c^, 

^c^4i ^ 

RtRti ^ OTi ^ ^f%5 c?rfV|r^ 

<3^* ^ '^R^‘f»^ Rc^n'i ^ ’TCTS v^il^H 

^'Q?i ^ ^ I og^ ^finn 

■0^ ^ ^ ^ I ^ ^FTprfeil csrat^^^t \5tR Mrtfes (TfU5 ^ 

€o-operative Society ^fwi cT^ 1^ ^ 

^rsps cTt^ ^afT?:^ Tpnn ^ ^ ^ i '^(•ic^t^f 

’TO Co-operative Department ’rlf%^ 

^f!ic^ (7i#?n frr, i^sue ^strfro 

(7R1 ^t?^H ^ tr^ I ^ ^ 

TOR ^TlTOl ’RPP ^ ^ 00\ ^ 

i?tTt^ ^0 ^^sTOR fVf% #t5 issue ^TfijTSf^ Rural 

Bo:;iety ^sff^fT^ rf) | Schemei]^ liability tjT*! 

*5^5®! GT®^ ^6^61 “^pf^USC^ I '^Mtsi *16 

tRtti ’®rfef?r5* ^Rn ^ri ^ft^ <rf%?n ^ ^ i 

<R«^ C'RI ^R?r Bank <t%tfir3 TO^, W’^R requi- 
sition ^ frr I 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: ^^crtlTOf ^ 06 

<nR ’TOR '^iTC'fTO R5T^ Government 

«RT ^ ftRFi ’^TO Tf%?n fV^ ^:c'«R c*fc*R 

(TfR ^ ^ I Co-operative movement ^ \5R^ 

CTO ’Tt^ ^ I ^*f vSTOR^ *51#)? C*fH I ■fsJTO 

■^0 TO BtTO TOT, ^ 50 TOTO’TI ^if^fCTOT 5<R f5f^ 

TOll c9<rRTOr i'W^ J»0 TO C^fRf f^RTO, fro ^ill?n?r TO CR? resourceful 
<i!tTOnr TOr ?fr3IC¥f cW^TOTI Co-operative principle 

CarttTO Better Production, Better Busmess, Better Terms 
^TOs TO*lt¥ movement^l f%OT fTO self-helpvfl thrifty C¥lW 
C3t*Tt,.^Pri <Sti 01 Co-operative ^tffCRtTO TOO| ^ fRi filTO f%ft 
BV TO ^5tTO Germany, Belgium, Denmark, HoUand, United States 
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^ 1m^] 

^ ^5t!?r Co-opeimtive movement WWi 

ft ^ I ^«R71 ^ vft^ Jtigf y^CWf 

►n f5|^ bftt^ 4C*m O^IIO Sffi 

4fx OTff% 5tC?^TOr ^ ^ Ck)-opera- 

ti^e movement ^f!?f bftt^ ^ftC^ ^5^ (.•ikv ^T^RtlT 

srtf^ 4^ ^v^ilCTCi ?jt^ ^w?r gi^ wit? 
^1%! SlS^ I CSt I ^51^ ^ ^ »mn Trade 

Depression K^r, f^ftC'RI *^3? 4C5RtC^ ^ ^S^C*ff f«r 

gt? ^00 C^fCl 4^1ri 4'5I^ I 

Co-operative Bank C^ ^ ^TTtf^ ^5t51 

fros ’ttCTI ^ I 4 ^n C? ’Pra unlimited liability Co-operative 

C^stt^ ScM^ C? &PF1 ^ Central Bank4^ 

C^ frpn ?’5r 4^“ ^ 4^ Co-operative4^ C*RPr 

^ ftlR TOT C5tC^C5» I vrpf c^ Co-operative Soi’iety^f 

•rPi <o ^ I i!506 ^itu^nr bl41’^l4^ 4 IJh i 4? 4|Jh 

cvHwm^f^ c5tc<ic^' fVi w f^ c?rrnrc^ i 

^Bjtw 4^ «ft?r (prr^T ^ i (TPt ^t^tc^s ft»|PT ^ i Tppn ^Ttf^tan 
^ *16 c5k^ bc<fic^ I 

tr^ ^ Co-operative Policy Technique TO tpHTt'^t OTf^ 
*415 4?fr^ *jppm c5l'4j ^ I 4? 'SRT 5t^1 movement bfPlt^ 

#TnT TOt? %, ^ ^ TO C5t5TTO ^tk?R I 

gt3rPTW%^f% 3I5N^ cftc^rc^ i '^k^ij or^ c-^Ic^c^"h 

fwr ^ o^tro <7 t ftrof ^ f^ i 

4^Rt^ 5"^ C5lCC^ 4^ Co-operative principleC^ 

^ I C*fC*l^ 3|^<n 4^ i^OT ^ C^Pt?rTO 5r^ ^irtro Co-operative movement 
(TfT^ C^TtTO^ fror CTOS ^ I 

(?n?n 4^ 4^ wfiro ^ sjcf irt^r 1511 cg^* 4 ^^ 

8pain4 C8 ^ I fVl 4^ 4^ CffCb^ ^^rPTfOT 

Oft"f^ ^rfrof^* fragmentation of land. vrf^rfOT Land Consolidation 
Society C^tt^TO ^ 4^^ ^ I ^ Co-opera- 
tive Society 4^ ^fTO 4 TRto S’ttni 5tR 

tnrjl TOR ^5t51 TOtCH^ (TOt ^FTfepTORT ^fTTOHr '*Rr?1 ^ ^ 4^v 
^ Co-operative Bank4? ^TT5tOT 4^ TOT13f% f%TOnr TOTH TOR 
^5t51 rtC^T ^SRfOR TOR R*0 ^Rl ^STffttR I TOfr*F CTOR ?C<T ^^fif 
Marketing Society, Pnrchaiing Society, Industry, Labour Contract, 
Iniuranoe, Housing Sodety, Land Consolidation Society, Bottm living 
9 
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Society, Land Mortga^^e Bank ^ ^ ^ Co-ope»- 

live principleiil^ »Jl?tOT^'rsr OfV^ 'BfWI ^ ’raRT ^ ^’rsT 'ftiT 

^ ^ m!;?Ttufn fV ^r«rrf^ cm^, f^F f% 

’n I (Tl^W^n Land Mortgage Bank ’Jtf^ 

cwlwl^, ^ ^itc^ f 

¥rff«r ^ JTJitcw^ <71. Tfi ^ wt?, 

^^t»r?n <71 ^BRTt? ^rtin 

^f^?! I Ttc^ ^BRpyt^ ^ ^ 

wyi C^tTO ^ ^$t51 vSt^rf? Land Mortgage 

Bank ^ I 'ftftT T^USC^ RRstT 

Union, *?lt^ ^ Subdivision«4 tfp Land Mortgage Bank 

'BfW long term loani)^ TRP?1 ^ I 

Govemment(<]? ^ ^ 

^f%3T^<rr <71 Co-operative Bank “SftPl^ '5'J<it(.^ \i)l5lc^ Government 

^ <7r*n l Co-operative.i1? principle 

non-official elements C?^*^ ?T^ I OT^I’^StU? 

Co-operative movement <tf?5tf%^ ^t5tC^ Government^fl? 

^ cm ‘ij^s <7frti csft^ ^3<7ni (TfRcR^i ^ 

<Tf»f?? Co-operative movementi}? c? ?t^ ^ 1^ ^artw C^ ^ I 
^cf <71 W«T <7Tf^ Co-operative Department 

W??t?t?C=l? ^ I ?T?^ <7f'«fl 

?T? 'insf?! I ^0^?^ ?^*t?l ?t^ ?f%?TC^ ?^*1^ 

’TJT I 'ii^'s^'i <fr^ Ei^j ?T? «i??i '$t5tr^ ^?rt® f?r$ 

I ^ WRlf ^5t%^ ?^5T unlimited liability, ^pfsf jpr? 

R?T ^ ^ ?t?t? m ^®TC^ ??? 

jrpR75 ^ I ^ot?^5?rt ?1 v5tI'cr»i? w!PTt?T?i:®i? '!^?n ^ 

?fffe5 ?irc^ Co-operative principle .i]??v5TC? tfR? ?f?1 ???rt? 

?t?tr5 CSTfCT? $^W? ?nff I ?<^R? Government c? aS 

?1^rl? ??tw ^1??tc^ ^5t5i ^5“ I ?t*^t? ’ttfe til?* ?t^ ^ii^ 

nj^ tf?t? ^ ?Tri ^<imt? ^t^t?i ?<5*R?? R?7 m ^ 

<il?v ?t5 ?t? ?f??l I ^tW? <7frt ?ft Hand Loom Industry 

c8ilc?f? T![fus ’ttc? I ^fcspf 

?1?|175 Milk Union and Sales Society Govemmenita? 

ffSin I ?t?rf^ nation-building department ?fiTC^ 

@b^op»rallve Department. ?1?«1 $?t? ?t?1 Eccmomic building of nation 
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I Govemment<i|3 ’Tfr tf1% »rfjiWHl Ttfhf ilItT ^ 

^tCcT ii)^ Department *tft6ll3r5 7'S?1 ’RPfflt, 5»C«(T C? 

»rrt 'sfAfiKt^r, '•(RbH, «Hf5m ^ 5'3w 

^ The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I Imre 
listeneii with very great interest to the debate that has been raised over 
this humble department of mine, known as Co-operation in Bengal. I 
hope that my friend Mr. Satya Priya Banerji now realises the eflScaey 
of the measures that we have thought of in the new Bill. He has 
talked so much about the activities of non-official agencies. We find 
that some amount of control is necessary. My friend Dr. (jobinda 
Chandra Bhowmik in closing up the debate also says that various things 
have been done in the past over which there was hardly any control. 
May I ask my friends to just pause for a moment and consider the 
provisions of the existing Act of 1912? If they do so, they will find 
that there is hardly any power given to Government to pull up any 
activities of this nature. (Mr. Satya Priya Bankuji : Question!) 
My friend Mr. Banerji questions, hut if I may remind him of the 
provisions of sections 17 and 85 he will at once realise that the 
responsibility that has been given to Government is to undertake audit 
and, when a society has so mismanaged its affairs that it is possible for 
Government to intervene, it can make an enquiry under section 36 with 
a view to liquidate its affairs. That is not a state of things that we 
desire. ’We do not desire to give effect to a provision of this nature. 
But we desire to put all such activities in the right, so that they may 
be of real service to the people of the rural areas of this province. 

1 will now try to give a brief reply to some of the charges that have 
been levelled against the activities of my department. Two of my 
friends, specially Mr. Shahedali and Mr. Banerji, while criticising the 
policy of the department, have said that the causes of failures have been 
hasty and defective organisation of societies, overfinancing of members, 
want of proper audit and so far as officers are concerned they have 
hardly had any education. That is exactly my grievance too. I am 
entirely at one with these two friends of mine when they suggest that 
these are the difficulties which have led to the deterioration of the 
movement in this province. It is from that point of view that when I 
assumed charge of my office I suggested that steps should be. so taken 
that we might be able to pull up these matters and put everything in 
the right. 1 have never suggested that we have not made any mistakes 
in the past. In fact, while presenting this demand aven to-day I have 
admitted that we have drawn our lesson from our past experience and 
with that lesson we ought to be able to put everything in the right. 

If my friends turn to what we have done since 1937 as regards the 
appointment of officers, they will find that we have appointed the very 
best educated young men of the University who had not only very good 
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i(}gree8, but before appointment had been selected by a committee over 
which sat Mr. Robertson, Chairman of the Public Sendees Commission. 
After selection they wer^ given training and after training they were 
subjected to a competitive examination, and on the results of that 
examination they were appointed. If those gentlemen who were there 
before had not those qualifications, I do not know how we can be charged 
lor what was done in the past. 

I am extremely thankful to Mr. Banerji that he has at last realised 
that we have got an oflicer as the head of the department who has taken 
up matters in right earnest, and I also join with him in the' hope that 
he has expressed that perhaps time will justify the choice that Govern- 
ment have made and that by our activities it will be possible for us to 
show to the House and to the outside world that we have really taken up 
this matter in earnest and do mean real business and do not want to 
sleep over all these things any more. Sir, I was extremely sorry when 
I found my friend Mr. Banerji using practically a slang expression, 
viz., flogging a dead horse. The officer he has criticised is no more in 
the department and, therefore, I would not consider it proper to say 
anytliing about the activities of that officer. It is true that we liave 
appointed him as Special Officer, but the appointment is for a definite 
term and for a particular purpose. There was no one in Government 
service who would have been more able to take up tliis work and to tinish 
it within the time prescribed, and, therefore, Sir, 1 did not expect that 
my friend Mr. Banerji would have gone on criticising one who is no 
longer in the department. Anyway, he did this. That is "perhaps 
neither here nor there. 

Now, Sir, I would make a submission witli regard to his motion 
demanding a committee of enquiry. This has ])een one of the sutqects 
which my friend who is not in the House to-day— 1 mean Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal — raised wliile discussing the budget in 19-17. It was pointed 
out by me in reply that enquiries had been made. In fact, the first 
enquiry that was made was by some person with an amount of authority 
on the subject — I refer to Sir Malcolm Darling. He at the instance of 
Government had taken up this enquiry in Itl-14 and gave suggestions to 
Government. He was followed by an experienced officer of the depart- 
ment, Mr. Porter, who took up a detailed examination of the activities 
of the Central Banks, and on the reports of these two experienced officers 
Government took up the matter and have practically been taking .steps 
according to the lines suggested by them. I submit, therefore, that 
there is no further room for having any committee ot enquiry as is 
suggested by my friend Mr, Banerji. What after all will a committee 
of enquiry doP At present it will only hamper progress and will not 
allow us to go in the way in which we have been trying to do our best 
on the past experience of our activities in the movement. I submit, 
therefore, that my friend Mr. Banerji will not press his motion, so far 
as these two different subjects are concerned. 
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My friend Mr. Shahedali has gone further and has said something 
about the rate of interest. He has specially referred to three of the 
Central Banks in his district, namely, at Chandpur, Matlab and 
Laksam. Perhaps it is no news to the House, specially to those who 
are in touch with the co-operatiTc moTement in some capacity or other 
thbt when this movement came into the field in 1904 on the basis of 
the first Central Act, it found that the rate of interest that was charged 
from the rural agriculturists was between 60 and 70 per cent. The 
rate of interest was at once brought down to 12 to 15 per cent. I 
submit that was an achievement — an achievement of the type which 
we should appreciate. It is true that that also should not be the rate 
of interest at the present moment. I have had occasions in the past, 
in reply to some of the questions as also debates, specially the debate 
that was raised over the Co-operative Societies Bill, to point out to the 
House that the rate of interest has been considerably brought down and 
so far as the agriculturist member is concerned, he has to pay only 
Its. 9-6 per cent, per annum. If we take an account of the actual 
amount that he has paid, it will be seen that he has paid much less, for 
he takes loan in a particular year and pays it up before the year is 
over and therefore he has to pay much less than what is stipulated 
in the bond. I submit, therefore, that there is not much room for 
further criticism about the rate of intere.st being high. Then, again, 
it all depends upon the rate of interest on the borrowed capital which 
lias got, to be given by the Central Banks so that they may be able to 
finance the village societies. If we can raise money at u cheaper 
rate 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a point of information. Sir. I want to 
know whether the Hon’ble Minister is willing to limit the accrual of 
interest to the amount not exceeding the principal. 

The Honble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am 

coming to that point. So far as the rab^ of interest is com^erned, I 
was submitting to the House that it all depends upon the rate 
at which we are able to raise our capital. If we are able to 
raise money at a cheaper rate, then it would be possible for 
us to advance money to village societies at a much reduced rate. 
Those of my friends who are in touch with Central Banks know very 
well the rate of interest they have to pay to their depositors. It is not 
possible for them to raise money at a cheaper rate, and consequently it 
is not possible for them to advance money at a cheaper rate also. 

With regard to the particular question raised by Mr. Shahedali, my 
only answer is that if there are any such cases it is only necessary for 
him and for the society concerned to bring such cases before the Debt 
Settlement Boards at once so that following the principle laid down it 
will be possible for such Boards to make awards on that basis. I 
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iubmit, therefore, that if we have not been able to take advantage of 
the Act we have only to blame ourselves for that. There is facility 
given, but it is necessary ^or us to avail ourselves of that facility. If 
my honourable friends instead of criticising Government once a year 
had only assisted in conveying proper facilities to our agriculturist 
members, then perhaps these village societies would have been mdre 
benefited. 

So far as the observations made by my friends Maulvi Idris Ahmed 
and Maulana Abdur Razzak are concerned, I am sorry to have to hear 
such things from them. They have also said about what happened 
in the past. My friends know quite well what steps we seek to take, 
and as soon as we are able to do so, they will find that Government have 
been able to take a definite line of action with regard to past liabilities. 
My friend Maulvi Idris Ahmed has said that so far as the constitution 
of the Debt Settlement Boards is concerned, we have only appointed 
big money-lenders on them. I submit, Sir, that is not correct, for 
instructions have been issued to officers to choose proper representatives 
of the debtors as well as of the money-lenders. The Commissioner of 
the Division who is the final authority under section o of the Act has 
got instructions to see that he is satisfied about the representation of 
the debtors and creditors as well. If anything has gone wrong any- 
where, I would only request him to bring the matter to the notice of the 
Divisional Commissioner or of the Government so that the matter may 
be rectified. As regards the particular case he has mentioned, namely, 
the case of Salim Mirza of Nachole, I would ask him to advise the poor 
cultivator to place his case before the Debt Settlement Board. 

As regards Maulana Abdur Razzak’s grievances with regard to the 
Feni Central Bank and specially the Societies at Sunampur and Uttar 
Nandigram which he has particularly mentioned, I have no knowledge 
about them. With regard to a particular case which my friend was 
good enough to bring to my notice, an enquiry was directed and when 
the ease was brought before the Magistrate's Court it transpired that 
there w'as no evidence to .substantiate the charge. If there was no 
eviden(‘e, I do not know how^ the authorities of the Central Bank could 
be charged wdth having failed to investigate into a matter of this 
nature. 

My friend has suggested in the end that we should put the old debts 
of the Co-operative Societies under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act. I have been crying hoarse to bring to the notice of the House 
that the Co-operative Societies’ debts are also included in the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act and to expedite matters we have established 
a Special Board for each Central Bank so that we are able to quicken 
the pilK^ss and bring the unfortunate past events to a happy conclusion 
at in early date. It is therefore necessary that such debts should come 
tip before these Boards as quickly as possible. 
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My friend Dr. Bhowmik has suggested that we should increase the 
number of land mortgage banks in the villages so that the villagers may 
be able to get money at a cheaper rate. If Dr. Bhowmik can suggest 
to us how to get money at a cheaper rate of interest, we would be loo 
glad to consider his suggestions. I have indicated in my opening 
speech that although five land mortgage banks have been sanctioned by 
Government, it has not been possible to give a start to them as we have 
found that it is not possible for the Bengal Provincial Bank to advance 
any further money to them in order to float debentures, because the 
conditions are such that it is not possible to find any market for these 
debentures. 

If in case Dr. Bhowmik has got any suggestion to give to us we 
will be extremely grateful to him, for we are no less anxious than 
he is to see that we are alble to get more Land Mortgage Banks in the 
province to deal with such old debts of agriculturists and to .see that 
they are not only able to consolidate their old debts, but they get 
money to he able to purchase more laud s(» that the\ can iucreuse 
their resources as much as possible. 

As regards the question of consolidation, if you be good enough, 
you will yourself remember, Sir, what the poor Collector of Nadia 
did the other day with regard to a particular plot of laud two miles 
away from the town of Krishnagar, and you will sympathise with 
Governiyent as also with the poor Collector as to the amount of success 
that he had. It was after a good deal of personal influcn<e that he 
exercised with the cultivators that he succeeded in the end 
to get them to agree to a scheme of this nature. A scheme 
of consolidation is being tried now in the Punjab. I had 
an opportunity of visiting that province in January, 1939. I had 
also an occasion to meet Sir Malcolm Darling, the expert on the 
subject, at Lahore. I also met the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this 
department at Lahore, namely, Sir Chatturam. He told me that they 
were finding extreme difficulty in getting a scheme of tb:M nature to 
a successful issue. We know the position of the Bengali cultivators 
on the basis of the Bengal Tenancy Act. It is true that the holdings 
are very small. And because the holdings are very small and some of 
them are heavily involved, it has not been possible for anybody to 
find even good title in some of them so that they may be able to advance 
money on the security of those lands. We have also known what 
happens to a man who has been trying to remove a few inches of the 
boundary of a particular man^s holding to a different direction. Having 
known that it is diflScult for Government to undertake a scheme of 
that naJture, but if some useful suggestion is given I shall be extremely 
happy to examine it and see how far we can succeed. 

As regards the Land Mortgage Banks, I have already indicated 
that we are going to have five more in the province and perhaps, if 
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circumstances permit, it may be possible for Government to have 
one of them in the Chittagong Division and preferably at Feni where 
the banks are doing weM. I do not think that I have anything 
further to add, and I hope that I have been able to meet the points 
that have been raised, and with this submission I respectfully request 
ray honourable friends to withdraw the motions that they have moved; 
and if they do not do so, it will fbe my^duty to oppose them. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that the demand of Rs. 17,30,000 for 
expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation^ be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Satya Priya Banerji that the demand of 
Rs. 17,30,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken. 

(Just before the House divided.) 

MTi SPEAKER: The House will stand adjourned for the prayer 
immediately after the division m closed. 

f After the division was declared closed, the House was adjoirned 
for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 


AYE8--47. 


ANiil Wane#, Maalvl. 

Aba NaiMla iarkar, Maalvl. 

Abal rail, Mr. MS. 

Aibaryya ObaaSbary, Mabaraja latbi Kaata, at 
Maktafaaba. Myaiaailaih.' 

AalaiaMla Abiaad, Mr. 

•anarjl, Mr. tatya Frlya. 

•araia, laba erambarl. 

•ariaa, Mr. SaapaJH* 

•araiaa, laba Ibyaaia PraiaS. 

■armaa, laba Upaaira Nalb. 
ibaararib, ir. Aablabra Obaaira. 

■lawaf, Mr. taraHaa Natb. 

•aia, Mr. larat 0baa«ra. 

Obakrabarly, Mr. JatlaSra Nalb. 

Ohaaibarl, ftal Naraaira Nalb. 

Dat Oapla, Naba KbapaaPra Nalb. 

Datta Napla. MIm Mira. 

Dalla Maiaaiiar, Mr. WbaraaPa. 
laiPaPal Napaa, Kaal. 

Nbaaa, Mr. Alai Krftbaa. 


PalalaPPIa Naibaaiy, Mr. lyai, 

Jaaab All Majaaiiar, Maalvl. 

Kbaa, Mr. DabaaPra Lall. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Alai Obaapra. 

Kaapa, Mr. NItbllba Natb. 

Mabtab, Mabarajkaaiar UPay ObaaP. 
Mail, Mr. AP walla Kaaiar. 
MaJaaiPar, Mri. Naaiaprava. 

Maapal. Mr. Kritbaa PraaaP. 
Makbarjaa, Mr. Tarakaalb, M.N.E. 
Naskar, Mr. Naai Obaapra. 

Naavbar All, Mr. iyaP. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tarlakbaraa. 
NaailiaPPta Abiaap, Mr. 

Nay, Mr, Obara Obaapra. 

Kay, Ral NabaPar KibIraP ObaiPra. 
Kay, Mr. Maaaialba Natb. 

Oaayal, Mr. Oaaaaka Oakbar. 

•arkar, Mr. NaNal Kaa|aa. 

OhahaPali, Mr. 

Olafba, Kaba Kakalra Nalb. 


Kaawaail, Mr. Taltl OhaaPra. 
tiHaa All ObawPbary, Mr. lyaP. 


Waliar Rabaiaa, Maalvl. 
Xaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


AbPal Aii%«MiMia MP. 

ANal IMNa, Mr. Mku. 

AbPal ttaUai Vlkraaiparl, MaaMiM. 
Mai NiM. Mr.A.M. 


IIOE»--«7. 

AbPat Karia^ Mr. 

AbPat UMf Mavaa. Maalvi. 
AbM HaUP, Mr.tyap. 
A b ia H a At M a b ai aa P , Mr. 
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iMfir RaInMBt mmm maik&M A. r. «. 

AHHr iMMl Hr. 

Mir mmm, rnmM Hi. 

AMil MaUk. Dr. 

AMar laaf, Kkaa Dakaiar Shak. 

Ak«kf Raitak. Maahrl. 

Akal ^feaksaai, Maatvi. 

Al^iMt Alt taafatpari, Kkaa Dakaiar Maalaaa. 
AkaNi All MfMka. Mavlvl. 

AkaHi Hatalk, Mr. 

Ailaaaiila, AkaMi Kkaa Dakaiar MaaM. 

Aarafall, Mr. M. 

Aalai Hatiala, Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvl. 

Ackar All. Maalvl. 

Daral All, Mr. Mi. 

Dirkoiyra, tlr Naary, Dart. 

OMptaaialt. Mr. i. W. 
ilark, Mr. 1. A. 

Oat, Dai taklk KIrIt Dkataa. 

Datt, Daka Dakaaira Natk. 

Ittar, Mr. Upaairaaatk. 
farkai Daaa Ckawikary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Daaa Kkaaaai, Dagaai. 

Fallal QaaMr, Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvl. 

Failar Dakaiaa, Mr. (Daata). 

Olaiilag. Mr. 0. 

Dalam iarwar Haaaiai, Mr. fkak lyai. 

Daaiat, Mr. i. A 
Daraag, Mr. Oaaikar tlagk. 

Naivaiila Okaaifcarl. Maalvl. 

MataaaiiaaiaM, Maalvl Mi. 

Hatlaa Martkai, Mrv., M.D.f . 

Naarklagt. Mr. R. i. 

Haairy, Mr. OavM. 
lirit AkM^ Ma. Maalvl. 

Jatimaiila Akaiai, Kkaa lakak Maalvl. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr.l.D. 

MaQragar, Mr. a. D. 

Mafltaiiia Akaiai, Or. 

Makiaiiln Okaaikary, Maalvl. 


Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Maaial, Mr. Daaka Dakarl. 

Maatraiila Akkaai, MaatvU 

Maiai All Kkaa Faaal, Al-Nai| MaMvI. 

Mttaa,Mr.O.W. 

Margaa, Mr.D.,OJ.I. 

MiMaai All MaOak, Maalvl M. 

Makaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa Dakaiar Maalvl lyai. 
Makaaiaiai lakagaa, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai Itrall, Maalvl. 

Makanaiai MiNaa, Kkaa Dakaiar Or. tyai. 
MaMItk, Ikt Naa'kiv Mr. Makaiia Dakary. 
Maakarraff Naaaala. tka Maa*kla Davak, Kkao 
Dakaiar. 

Mtaraiila, Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. M. R. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Dakaiar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tka Naa*kla Mr. Fraaaaaa Oak. 

Rauar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Fattraai. 
iaiaraiila Akaiai, Mr. 

IMraiila Akaiti, Naji. 

•aaaallak. At- Naif Maalaaa Dr. 

•arkar, Daka Maikataiaa. 

•aMaaa, Mr. R. M. 
tarajai Itlaai, Mr. 

•kakakaiila, Mr. Kkvrtia, k.i.f . 

•kaaiaaiila Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 
atark, Mr. A. F. 

•laalair, Mr.i. F. 

•Iriar, Daka Lllte Maaia. 
iaiHk, Mr. N. Drakaat. 
takravariy, tka Naa*kla Mr. H. 1. 

TaaitaaMla Kkaa, tka Maa*kla Mr. 
ratal AkMii Okaaikary, Maalvl NtH 
Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Waiitwarik, Mr. W.O. 

Yaaaaf MIrta. 

Yataf All Okaaikary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 47 and the Noes 87, the motion was lost. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMEDs Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER. You have only half a day left. It is for you 
to choose whether to proceed with Co-operation or to take uji Debt 
Conciliation. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIM HA8HEMY: Sir, it is better to 
proceed with Co-operation. It is no use discussing Debt (.’onciliatiou 
because debt will never he concijiated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Still, I must gjie some time to that. You may 
take half an hour more for Co-operation. 

Mr* GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Hs. 17,30,000 for expenditure under the head *‘42 — Co-operation** 
be reduced by Ba. 100. 
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^W?r TO 5? ’wcsit’ 

^itc*nr Wn ^iccr? «ii^ ^tfhr 

C5lnrc^, »ftu?r ^stDf? c^^an, f?r t%#T C5lnr art f p ^ 

(TT'^ fw^ Tm c^lnrc^ I (Tf 3m Oo-opemtive Bank^il^ 

1?^ TOT, c^ (7T^ ^ ^ 

f^t ^<r?rr«fer ^ c^tHTc^i 

Money-lendera Act (i|^ ?rfe^ ^fC^tbHI ^ ^ cwfC^'-il ’TTSF 

^5W tCWfTCofff ^ C5tC^ c^lC«nf^«i|ij C*r Money-lenders Act^ij? 
Co-operative Bank-i;^ C^ C^V, ^rift 

f^, <i]?r Tps\ Co-operative Bank 4? 

^ (Wt 4^&1 C5M'C^ I t«f 3Ttfir^ C?rt# 

wf«R?n f^faiflE 7m f^sn? c^nriy Po ^\ 7 i\ m wwcs^ <iT5;t^ ; 

I fiFl (71^ Wllol^ ^®f1W 5^ 4^ Co-operative Bank 

^ C5TC15^ I ^ipnPn (TfC*r C^ fe?P!7 1%r Co-operative Bank 

Ttf^ Tint (71^ Sl?lR7fT Co-operative Bank "ajtTlOT 4<ft?7T<3 Sft^ 

I '^^TaT (7n?f C?<fl ^ Co-operative Bank4^ 9l^ (7T^ 

OfTl? ^ OftC^ I c^^lCH C^ C^ cottage industry 4^* 

^RTt^ f% c^iH'^h «5RT Co-operative Bank 5R7rt<f?®lr?F ’Tt^t*rr C^^TT 
fiFf C*fr*f^ Co-operative Bank (Tft^cWft ar^T^- 

OITf ^TTf^ 4 (TO*f ^FtW, l!>kftD^, Co-operative Bank 45 y (TT 

iScvtT f|5T (71^1 4C5Rtny C5tnr f^ir^ i ^ c^ ’to ^ 

^ifrs ^ ’TOf ’^tamr ^ csrf? 3T^ ^ f|^ Coalition *f?TO 

^ c^ ^tro ^ cmro ’Tfro (TFUtt tpstro 

'QfC^T 7i%i cTfofl 4^« TKf^ ^sytartTO 1^ OT 

^ I ^ (TfiiT 4<f^ ^Flprft ’Ttm c^f^yiTO, «rt^ 

^ c^tsy^:^ ^71 1 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, Bengal is a peculiar 
province and still more peculiar are the ways and methods of its 
administration. We are bound to sanction more or less a grant of 
Ks. 18 lakhs for Co-operation. But the irony of it is that the Hon’ble 
Minister is out for non-co-operation rather than co-operation. He has 
dedai^ non-co-operation not only with Caste Hindus but also with 
Httssalmans. Sir, the Hon^ble Minister in charge of Co-operation, 
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I jneaSvth^^Ministry of Co-operation, is spreading non-co-operation in 
tht province. I will, if I may be permitted, narrate a few instances 
which will conclusifvely prove that this Ministry is not at all serious 
about the co-operati<ve movement. In my district, the district of 
Khulna, from which the Hon’ble Minister himself ha*il8, the method 
of co-operation adopted is this, that he has started by appointing one 
Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies who happens to be his 
own relation. Sir, this is not the only instance in my district. If it 
is scrutinised it will be found, and some members of the Coalition 
Party belonging to my dietrict, viz., Mr. Patiram Roy. Mr. Syed 
Mustagaswal Haque and Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas will bear me out, that 
the entire district of Khulna so far as Debt Conciliation Boards, 
nominations to union boards and appointments of Special Officers of 
Debt Conciliatiton and Co-oj>eration are concerned, is conip(»sed of 
men who are almost all his own relations. And, Sir, where there are 
no relations of the Hon’ble Minister available, he has imported persons 
belonging to his community from Barisal, and he has appointed one such 
person in the Special Board at Satkhiira. So far as the administration 
of the (’o-operative Department is concerned, such is the condition of 
the co-operative movement in my district of Khulna. It will perhaj)8 
not be out of ])lace if I mention here that within the last six months 
there have been two clashes between the Muslims and the Numasudras. 
In one case you will be surprised to learn that five or six Muslims were 
killed outright by the Namasudras, and it is very strange that all the 
accused persons in that case have been acquitted by the Sessions Court 
of Khulna at the intervention of the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, you ought to have raised that 
question when the “General Administration” budget was before the 
House on the salaries of Ministers, but now you can refer only to his 
conduct as Minister in charge of Co-operation and md this question of 
inciting one community against another. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDlN HASHEMY: 1 submit that it will not 
be out of place if I repeat that oft-quoted pr(>verb, namely, while 
Rome is burnhig, Nero is fiddling. Only the other day, the Nama- 
sudras of Khulna 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Hashemy, I have to remind you 
again that you are referring to something which is not the subject- 
matter now under discussion. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: At least we expected, Sir, 
that the Hon’ble Minister would go to Khulna to settle the matter in the 
interest of the co-operative movement in my district. 
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Then, Sir, I shall now proceed to charge the Minister of Co-opera- 
tion with nepotism and favouritism in my district. So far as the 
co-operative movement is^ooncerned, for all practical purposes in the 
district of Khulna it is neither a Muslim Raj nor a Hindu Raj, but it 
is a Namasudra Raj that is prevailing there. Sir, it is a common 
grievance of all the people of that district except the Namasudras, and 
it has been brought to the notice of the Coalition Party on more than 
one occasion, and possibly, Sir, the time has come when we shall have 
to go to His Excellency the Governor to place our grievances before 
him. The Hon’ble Minister will bear me out that last year the amount 
that was spent on the co-operative movement for the district of Khulna 
was by far the largest in (comparison to the other districts of Bengal, 
but you will Ibe surprised to learn that the amount spent in my district 
was mostly spent for the benefit of the Scheduled castes people. And 
even amongst the scheduled castes he has made a nefariious distinction 
between the Namasudras and Poundras of Khulna. He has tried to 
exclude the Mussalmans not only of my subdivision of Satkhira but also 
of the Bagerhat and Sadar subdivisions of Khulna. So far as the Debt 
Settlement Boards are concerned, I have papers in my ])os8e8Hion to 
prove that the Secretary of the Hon’ble Minister has written to the 
Commissioner in this fashion : “The Hon’ble Minister desires that in 
place of such and such a Mussalman, such and such a member of the 
Namasudra community should be taken.” In this way he has influenced 
the Commissioner of the Presidenc'y Division, the District Ma^fistrate 
of Khulna and the local Subdivisioiial Officers. And in this way in 
season and out of season he has been patronising the candidatures of 
members belonging to the Namasudra community in preference to those 
of the Mussalmans and other Caste Hindus. It is not my grievance, 
Sir, It is not the grievance of ray party alone. It is not the grievance 
of my community only. It is the (common grievance of all the people 
of Khulna, Hindus and Muslims alike, excepting the Namasudras. 
This is the sample of co-operation that we have been experiencing in 
Khulna. The time has come for a change for the better. I ask the 
Hon’ble Minister to rise up and say whether the charges I have brought 
against him are true or not. The other day in reply to a question in 
this House, he denied that he has given the appointment of Assistant 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Khulna, to any of his sons-in-law. 
I say here and now that he has given the appointment of Assistant 
Registrar of Co-operative Six^aeties to his elder brother’s son-in-law. 
My time is almost up. Sir, and it will not be possible for me to give 
you the entire list of appointments as Special Officers, Sub-Registrars, 
members of the Debt Settlement Boards and also of the Special Boards 
of the district of Khulna. It ss a grievance, Sir, not of one community 
agmst another, but of all the communities against one particular sect 
to which the Hon'ble Minister happens to belong. And now we are 
not going to tolerate the domination of a particular sect or community. 
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want a lair field and we expect that not only the Hon'ble Miniater 
Ifttt the entire Cabinet must take on the responsibility of changing the 
pelicy of Government so far as the Co-operative Department is concerned, 
particularly with respect to the district of Khulna where matters have 
cosne to such a pass that we will have to ask His Excellency the 
JQpvernor to interfere in the matter, 

Tha Hoii’bla Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOK: Sir, 1 will 
take a little time to reply to the venom of the last speaker which I 
least expected or perhaps I should have expected from him, having 
known him for years, as such. But before I do so, will jum j>ermit me 
just to say a few words with regard to the observations made by 
Mr. Giasuddiii Ahmad His grievance is that the co-operative 
society debtors do not get any relief, and his suggestion is that they 
should be brought within the purview of the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act. I said a moment ago that I was crying hoarse all these 
years to impress ujion tlie members of this House that the co-operative 
society members are also free to get the relief that they would have got 
under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. As regards the other 
question of bringing them within the purview of tlie Money-lenders Act, 
I would only ask him to recall the debate that took place on this subject 
in connection with the Bengal Money-lenders Bill. It was for this 
House to put the co-operative societies in the Money-lenders Act. 
And if^the House did not agree at that time, I do not know how I can 
help them. He has also said that the co-operative societies elsewhere 
have developed the handloom industry. I wish he had known what 
the co-operative societies have done or the department has done in this 
province to develoji the handloom industry. For years now we have 
been subsidizing some of the unions in the interior which have develo])- 
ed the handjoom industry to a considerable degree. In 1940-41, the 
year that is now passing by, we have had Rs. 2*3,000 di-stributed among 
six such associations, namely, the Dum-Dum Women’s Industrial 
Home, the Bengal Co-oi)erative Industrial Soceity, the Dhaniakbali 
Society, the Islamic Ideal Home, the Mobarak Industrial Home, and 
the Bengal Home Industries Association. For next year also there is a 
provision of a larger amount for a larger number of such societies to be 
developed in that way. I submit, therefore, that his apprehensions are 
ill-founded, and if he had only studied the movement, he would have 
found that the Co-operative Department of Bengal has also done its 
best. 

With regard to the scurrilous remarks made by an honourable 
member of this House, I refer to Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 1 
can only express my regret at such observations as he bad made. I 
will now start with his grievances seriatim. He starts by saying that 
the Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies in charge of Khulna 
and Jessore is my relation. He is my relation in the sense that he has 
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u^rr^dd a daughter of my brother. I ask; Is that his disqualihcationP 
He was not appointed by me; he was appointed long, long ago before 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy could ever think of becoming a member 
of this Legislature. (Mr.^SYED Jalaluddin Hashehy: You did deny 
that.) No, I did not. If you will remember, Sir, the question that he 
put was whether the Assistant Registrar was my son-in-law. I said 
in reply that I could assure the House that I had no daughter 
(Laughter.) and would ask the House to remember the question that 
he asked and the answer I gave. I maintain that position. Even if he 
were my son-in-law, the question is whether he has answered to the 
requirements of tlie particular appointment. He is a member of the 
Bengal Civil Service and his services have been lent to us by the Home 
Department which is now under the charge of the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin. (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy: He is your 

canvasser.) I not only deny that, but I say that it is false. There can 
be no question of canvassing, as there is no election now going on. 

Sir, I will presently come to his grievances, and I will 
show to the House what sort of a request he could make to 
a Minister in charge of a responsible administration. Mr. Hashemy 
has said that I have influenced a number of elections of union boards. 
I do not know how I could have done so, nor do I know how I could 
have anything to do with union boards which come under the port- 
folio of the Local Self-Government Department. That k the way. 
Sir, how charges are made. Perhaps Mr. Hashemy sees something in 
front of him through his coloured glasses. 

He has Ihen charged me with nepotism and favouritism, and tried 
to substantiate that charge by saying that I have appointed people 
either of my own community or my relations. If he can find out any 
one of my relations whom I have appointed, I will certainly bow down 
my head to him. As regards my community, I do maintain that they 
have certainly got a right to ask of Government their legitimate share. 
So far as the appointment of Special Officers is concerned, I need only 
tell him and I can also assure the House that these officers were appoint- 
ed on the reoommendation of the Public Service Commission and not 
a single appointment was given to anybody who was not approved of 
by the Public Service Commission. The file went up to His Excellency 
the Governor and with hie approval the appointments were made. If 
my friend can show a single instance in which we had appointed a 
man whose name was not recommended by the Public Service Commis- 
sion and not approved of by the Governor, I will bow down my head. 
And this is. Sir, on the basis of the communal ratio decision taken by 
Government under which the scheduled castes have got 16 per cent. 
(Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy; Not by superseding Muslims.) 
Musalmans have not been superseded. They have got 50 per cent., and 
I caft Mure honourable members of this House that Musalmans, so far 
as this department is concerned, have got their full quota and perhaps 
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more. (Mr. Chaku Chakdea Roy; Why more?) (Mr. Syed Jalaluduik 
Hashehy: So far as Khulna is concerned.) Sir, the honourable 
member should remember that we do not go by districts. We go by 
the communities of the whole province and not by the communitiea 
in a particular district or thana. 

As regards the request which he made, if I may take the House 
into my confidence, I cancelled the appointment of a member of a 
Special Board for good reasons. That case was reported to the 
Collectors and the Commissioner. Three successive Collectors, of 
whom two were Europeans and another Hindu, reported that the conduct 
of that member was not above reproach, and on that basis they could 
not recommend him, and in the vacancy so caused on the report of two 
European Collectors and a Hindu Collector that the local scheduled 
caste medical man of Satkhira who had been practising there for years 
has been put on the Board. If that is repotism, I do not know what 
to say in reply. So far as the Board is concerned, the Chairman is an 
official. He is a Circle Officer, a Caste Hindu gentleman. There are 
two Muslims, on of whom is the chairman of local board and there is 
another Caste Hindu and a scheduled caste man of Satkhira. This is 
the only one scheduled caste man. If by that the Musalmans of 
Khulna are aggrieved, I plead guilty. 

Then he says that I have done something in the matter of appoint- 
ment of Sub-Registrars. I wish he had known the portfolio to which 
the apiwintmeuts of Sub-Registrars belong. It is under the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister. I wish he had also known how these appointments are 
made. (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy: I know.) Sir, I can only 
sympathise with his ignorance, but I never expected that he would have 
gone beyond the limits and would have tried to poison the House by say- 
ing things which are not only false, but false to his knowledge. (Loud 
applause from the European and Coalition Benches.) 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 17,30,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation“ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that a sura 
of Rs. 17,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “42 — 
Co-operation” was then put and agreed to. 

2S~GeiMral Administration— Debt Oonoiilation. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on the 
recommendation of Hk Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 20,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — Debt Conciliation”^ 

Sir, in presenting this demand to the House I need only make a few 
observations at this stage. 1 had an occasion in the past to submit to 
the House not only the activities of this department in working the 



140 


[421st Maach, 


DEMAND FOB OBANX. 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act« l$3d, but tke ^aciuerements reached 
•0 far to minimke the difRcuHies of the iudellted rural population of this 
proyince. 1 may mention at the outset Aat whenefer anything in the 
nature of a complaint or^of a real difficulty has been bi^oght to our 
notice, immediate action has always been taken. A^ain, when we 
function under this Act of 1935, we do so for the purpose of conciliating 
the debts of our agriculturists by bringing them within their paying 
capacity and giving them proper time and facility to pay the adjusted 
debts by spreading it over a number of years in easy instalments on an 
amicable basis so that they may have some breathing space of time to be 
able to work harder with greater cheerfulness for the purpose of making 
the two ends meet and also of being able to pay their debts. 

It was stated that if the rent due to the landlord for the use and 
occupation of a piece of land by an agriculturist was not paid in time, 
not only the rent receiver — whether he is a proprietor, tenure-holder or 
anybody of that description — but also the agriculturist tenant who is to 
pay the rent, must suffer. It is practically the land which pays the 
rent. Again, the principlal amount of the rent cannot be touched or 
varied. In that view of the matter the sooner this tyi)e of liability is 
discharged, the better for the agriculturist as also for his immediate 
landlord so that the latter may also respect his obligations. From this 
point of view rules have been made by which the rent portion of the 
•debt may now be se])arately treated and awards made on that basis. 
The advantage gained by this rule will be appreciated when I shall in 
a moment jdace before the House the number of applications that we 
have received from the creditors including landlords as well. 

Apprehensions have been expressed from time to time that a legis- 
lative measure of this type does really cause dislocation of the normal 
business of the society and that in times of urgent and immediate need 
•even people with the best of intentions are deprived of the sympathetic 
assistance of their neighbours even for a short time. The amended Act 
which has been put into oi)eration since the 11th July last makes the 
position amply clear with regard to the first where it is distinctly stated 
that any liability incurred after the 1st Januarj', 1940, will not be 
regarded as debt within the meaning of the Act* As regards the second, 
rule 51 A promulgated by Government in January, 1939, clearly indi- 
cates that a debt, the princijml of which does not exceed Rs. 50, incurred 
after the Ist January, 1939, cannot be varied by the Board. 

When I presented my demand last year under this head, I mentioned 
that we were able up till then to establkh 3,707 Ordinary Boards and 
221 Special Boards in the province. Our idea was to establish a fair 
number, bringing the total of Ordinary Boards to 3,996 and that of 
Special Boards to 238 in the course of the current year, but on account 
of the various difficulties we have been able only to establish up to the 
Slat January 1941, 3,875 Ordinary Boards and 2*35 Special Boards. 
To ei;pedite work we have vested all the Boards with powers under 
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i4etioii« 9(J^, 9(tJ) and 13(J?). have also vested 1,417 Ordinary 
Boards with powers under section 19(7)(6) and out of these 645 Boards 
have also been vested with powers under section 19(/)(( ). The power 
under section 21 of granting a certificate is also being given to Ordinary 
Boards. Powers under section 22(/)(a) relating to insolvency has been 
given to a number of Special Boards. 

The difficulties to deal properly witt a class of debt known as 
usufructuary mortgage were ventilated both in the House and outside 
and the Bill, passed by both the Houses and which has now taken the 
shape of law’ since July last, has removed them. The other difficulty 
with regard to the cases of joint tenancy has also been removed by the 
amendment of section 9. 

The House may be interested to know that the number of applica- 
tions that these Boards received up to October, 1940, is 2,306,005. Of 
these 971,520 have been filed by the creditors including the landlords 
and the remaining 1,335,085 have been filed by the debtors. Out of 
the applications filed, the Boards have disposed of 1,364,493 and in 
those, where the cases have ended in awards, the creditors’ claims W’ere 
for a sum of Rs. 18,73,12,516. This amount w'hen determined under 
section 18 of the Act came to be Rs. 12,18,11,203 and when an award 
was made under section 19 it came to be Rs. 7,46,75,604. 

The number of ca.ses w^hich has been settled under section 19 (/) (a) 
is 479,090 and the cases now pending is 954,971. 1 regret that we 

have not got the figure to show the exact amount of the rural debt 
involved in those applications, but if we take an average it may not 
be wrong to suggest that the total amount of rural debt brought before 
these Boards is about a sum of Rs. 80 crores. It w'ill therefore appear 
to the House that w’hile functioning under this Act and depending 
upon the goodness of a large body of honorary w’orkers, w’e have not 
treated this matter of rural indebtedness with a light heart. We have 
taken it up very seriously and the re.sults achieved so far even in the 
face of various difficulties cannot be said to be unsatisfactory at all. 

In the course of my tour in the interior of the province, 1 always 
made it a point not only to meet and to sit with the members of the 
Boards at work, but also to see for myself the difficulties that they 
feel when they deal with this very difficult problem affecting two sets 
of contending parties without strict legal sanction behind them to 
make any order except on an amicable basis. I have had the officers 
also with me at such meetings when I explained to them the real points 
of view. I also made it a point to meet very frankly the members of 
tbe Bar Associations at different places when I explained to them not 
only the provisions of the Act and the rulejf and instructions framed 
by Government, but also the activities of this department through 
these Boards in this province. Whenever any suggestion has been 
given to me by such natural leaders of public opinion in the interior, 
10 
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I have examined the same and whenever it has been possible I have 
accepted it, and when it has not been so possible, I have explained my 
points of view to them. The complaints made at times about the con- 
duct of such members he# and there may not be ill-founded ; but as no 
human institution is perfect, I do not pretend that this institution is 
all perfect; but when specific cases have been brought to our notice, 
the matter has always been enquired into and whenever necessary 
suitable action has been taken. Each wreck’s Official Gazette will make 
it clear to anyone that some action is taken somewhere in the province 
with respect to such complaints. It cannot therefore be said that we 
are unmindful of the responsibility which we have got to discharge in 
the best interests of the province. 

There is only one other matter which I need mention before I put 
my demand before the House. Question has been asked in various 
quarters as to how long this measure is going to function, and if it is 
to stop with the expiration of a period of five years. The intention of 
Government is apparent from the last amended Act where it is said 
that a liability incurred after the Ist January, 1940, will not be taken 
to be debt within the meaning of the Act. But I do not know where 
the second idea has been obtained from. All that is said in section 
8 of the Act is that an application has to be filed before a Board within 
five years of its establishment in any local area. We have now got 
Debt Settlement Boards all over the province except the districts of 
Darjeeling and Chittagong Hill Tracts. Even if we have nqt got a 
Board in all unions of the province, we have got Special Board cover- 
ing all the areas. I appeal to the House and through it to the outside 
public as well, so that they may take note of this fact and see that all 
possible applications come before the Boards before this period of five 
years runs out. 

I hope, Sir, I have been able to point out to the House the activities 
of this department seeking to mitigate the difficulties of the large body 
of our agricultural debtors, and I hope the House will have no hesita- 
tion in giving their accord to the demand under this head for which 
I now formally move. 

Mr. G. MORGANS Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Co-operative Credit and Eural Indebted- 
ness, but while doing so, I have some criticisms to offer. 

Sir, we are all very doubtful as to whether the Agricultural Debtors 
Act has really turned out to be of benefit to the agriculturist, and I 
am more than doubtful as to the> results obtained by Debt Settlement 
Boards appointed under this Act. I am very sorry to see that my 
honourable friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas is not here, because I am 
sure if he was here he would have said ‘*Hear! hear I’' I know, Sir, 
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that the Hon’ble Minister in eharge is very enthusiastic about the Agri- 
cultural Debtors Act and the Debt Settlement Boards, but here I must 
join issue with him. I have firsthand knowledge of the working of the 
Debt Settlement Boards in large zemindari and other areas, and 1 am 
afraid I am quite unable to say that they are satisfactory. In tact, 
I may say the results are very unsatisfactory. 

The position as regards cases at the moment is practically as follows : 
Out of 100 per cent, cases put up to the Board about per cent, have 
been disposed of and 75 per cent, are still pending during a period of 
12 months. Surely, Sir, this is a very unsatisfactory state of afiuirs. 
Figures are given by Government showing the marvellous results 
which have been obtained in certain cases, but nothing is said about 
the number of times in which Debt Settlement Boards do not meet, 
and also cannot hear cases in the absence of a quorum. 

The Hon’ble Minister must realise that when cases are down for 
hearing both sides concerned have to be ready with the necessary 
documents and have to put in an appearance. The Hon’])le Minister 
can, therefore, easily understand what a great deal of trouble is given 
when the Boards do not meet regularly and dispose of cases expedi- 
tiously, These Boards, as we all know, are voluntary bodies, and I 
am quite certain that so long as they are voluntary bodies the results 
will be most unsatisfactory. The Boards are perhaps quite competent 
to deal with simple questions of fact, but it is obvious that they cannot 
be expected to deal with the many complicated legal questions that 
arise out of the Act. Their difficulties have been added to by the 
recent amendment of the Act providing for the settlement of usufruc- 
tuary mortgages, and I would like to be assured b> the FIon’l>le 
Minister that the Boards have received proper guidance and instructions 
as regards this amending Act. 1 would, therefore. Sir, request the 
Hon'ble Minister to insist that the District OflBcers keep a very close 
watch on the activities of these Debt Settlement Boards, and whenever 
the position is such that cases are not being disposed of in a proper and 
expeditious manner such Boards should be immediately dissolved. 
Not that I have any hopes that new Boards will do any better work, 
but at any rate it will show that Government’s desire is that pending 
cases should ba reduced to a minimum. If such were done, vexatious 
delay and unnecessary expenditure would also be reduced to something 
reasonable. 

I would like to emphasise that in all cases arrears of rent should be 
the first charge where such arrears are due. The reason I wish to 
emphasise this point is that the revenue paid to Government by zemin- 
dars is, as everyone is aware, a very large proportion of the total revenue 
which (government collects, and, therefore, in order to enable zemindars 
to pay their dues promptly, it is essential that agriculturists should 
pay their rents without unnecessary delay. 
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Everyone knows that recently zemindars have had to pay large sums 
due to Government on a specific date, whereas they have been unable 
to collect rents from their tenants. This is most unsatisfactory from 
every point of view, and i trust iGovemment will see that this state of 
things is remedied as soon as possible. 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Be. 20,23,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tioii — Debt Conciliation' ' be reduced by Rs. 100, and in this connection 
I want to raise a discussion about the failure of Government to amend 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 1935, in order to give retrospec- 
tive effect to the 

Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Maqbul Hossain, as I have already said, the 
failure to amend an Act cannot be the subject-matter of a budget cut 
motion. You can only discuss the grievances of the people against 
the Act in a general way. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a iK)int of order, Sir. 
When I raised this point previously, you were please 1 to admit that 
suggestions for the amendment of an Act may be the subject-matter 
of a cut motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You see, after all, the budget cut motion, is really 
meant for the removal of certain grievances of the people, but the 
grievances against a piece of legislation which has already been passed 
by the House cannot be the subject-matter of a budget cut motion. 1 
think that is the parliamentary practice. 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN : JiMnltl ’Itm, (TRftf WW 

WRT I 

^ 5l?HR'5l‘r '«R!R7f»ttir 5i51 1115 
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^ sHS<C5T«i ClRT 5ret«R tPW ’5515 i.RT >051 ^ '«lH " lHdC'5 

fro <15’! 5Rl5 wm i* SSOfi 5C5 "*11^5 JJ‘‘l5‘f TOH I 

5fT >9i tr‘ff‘1 *n '5151 5icsr 511^115 «tl'5m ’IC'nr 
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Mfluivi MUHAMMAD I8RAILS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I Iwg to point 
out to this House, so far as the Debt Settlement Boards are concerned, 
that there are certain defects which ought to be remedied. I have just 
now heard from Mr. Morgan that the working of the Debt Settlement 
Boards is not at all satisfactory. The honourable member complains 
that a large number of applications remain pending in the hands of 
these Boards. I may draw his attention to the fact that the cir- 
cumstances that prevail in our Civil Courts are none the better. There 
was a Civil Justice Committee constituted to find out as to how to 
expedite the disposal of the suits pending in Civil Courts. These Civil 
Courts are presided over by paid officers. Even in C'ourts over which 
paid officers preside, suits remain pending for more than two years, 
and Government had to intervene by appointing a Civil Justwe Com- 
mittee to devise ways and means as to how to expedite the disposal 
of civil suits. Then, Sir, he has raised another question. So far as 
the rent is concerned, it ought to be the first charge. Government have 
already issued instructions to that effect, and I have found that unless 
rents are first paid, the Debt Settlement Board does not take up the 
question of settlement of the other debts. Moreover, so far as rents 
are concerned, the instalment granted is much less than in ordinary 
oases. So the question that he has rai.sed has not much force in it. 

I shall now come to the Special Debt Settlement Board dealing with 
co-operative debts. So far as these Debt Settlement Boards are con- 
cerned, these Boards have been set up by Government to deal with 
the debts of persons to co-operative societies as well as their debts to 
other m<jhajmis. Cultivators are not getting any relief from these 
Boards owing to the fact that most of the members of these Boards are 
representatives of the Central Banks, and the interests of the Central 
Banks are always uppermost in their mind. So I would request the 
Hon’ble Ministers to see that the representatives of the Central Banks 
are changed and the representatives of the debtors find their place on 
these Boards. Moreover, interest is allowed on the principal up to the 
satisfaction of the awarded debt, and the Court fees are being realised 
on the determined amount from the debtors alone, and no steps are 
taken to realise half of the Court fees from creditors by the certificate 
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procedure as provided in the amended Act. And it becomes impossible 
in these hard days for the debtors to pay the entire Court fee, and hence 
many cases are dismissed for non-payment of Court fees. 

I may also point out another difficulty that has lately arisen with 
regard to the Small Cause Court debts. Claims tried by mufassal 
Small Cause Court Judges are not treated as debts under the Rengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act. Hence no stay order is being issued in 
these cases, and where award has l>een given, stay order is now being 
vacated to the great inconvenience and detriment of the poor debtors, 
and their properties are being sold by auction. So, I would appeal to 
the Hon’ble Minister to table an amendment in the Second Amendment 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act now pending before the Council 
and thereby remove the defect. The Second Amending Bill has not as 
yet become the law, and it may take several months more before it is 
placed on the statute book. But it may be found after its passage 
into an Act that the Boards through which this Act will be administered 
have been abolished on the expiry of the statutory period of five years. 
Hence this Act will become a dead letter. So, to avoid this anomaly 
the Second Amendment Bill should be so amended that the power will 
continue for a further period of two to three years only to deal with 
cases arising out of the Second Amendment Bill. 1 would point out 
that the Boards in many places have not been empowered under section 
19 (r).* Great difficulties are being experienced in my own subdivi- 
sion owing to the want of Boards not being invested with power under 
section 19 (c). The Act has been amended and the Governor has 
assented to that Act some 10 months ago, but the Boards have not been 
empowered with power under section 19 (c) and cannot give delivery of 
possession in usufructuary mortgages. So this power should be vested 
in all Boards enjoying 19 (6) power. Special Boards have not been 
empowered in many cases under section 22. This should also be 
immediately done. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the 
fag-end of the day and in a not very thick House, if I rise to speak it 
is neither in a mood of acrimony nor in a spirit of hostile criticism. Sir, 
being a humble lawyer in a very humble mufassal district I have got 
some experiences which I should place before the House so that the 
Minister in charge of the department may, if possible and necessary, 
consider whether particular courses of action should be taken. 

Sir, I think the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act is one of those 
legal measures which if properly put into operation would have 
introduced better economic stabilieatioD in our province than it has 
actuallj’^ done. The possibilities latent in the measures themselves have 
not been fully worked up. Sir, I do not agree with my friend 





DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[2l8T Marcs, 


Mr. Morgan when he says that this enactment has done more harm 
than good. Well, I would rather go so far as to say that it has done 
some good, but it is a pitjp that more good has not been done out of it 
and if more good has not been done out of it, it is not really so much on 
account of the natural incompetence of our men who have been selected 
as Judges, though they are certainly not trained persons, but I think 
the Government who ought to have kept a more vigilant eye over the 
working of the Debt Settlement Boards have gone by default. Sir, 
I know that the persons who are placed in charge of the administration 
of these Boards are neither lawyers nor jurists nor legislators nor men 
with any glamour of education, still at the same time I know that they 
are persons who are in touch with village life as it is, they are persons 
gifted with some common-sense, and if only the Government had 
succeeded in instilling into their minds a sense of justice, I think, Sir, 
our village Boards would have been more welcomed as a forum of 
judicial administration than the glamorous tribunals over our head. 

Sir, I will go straight into the grievances that are working in my 
mind. Sir, Mr. Morgan has referred to the Debt Settlement Boards 
being not able to deal with questions of fact, and he has complained 
tliat complicated questions of law are also left to be determined by 
them. Certainly, that is the crux of the whole trouble. You know, 
Sir, that even where Munsifs and Judges fail to determine certain 
questions, these village tribunals are expected to deal with very 
complicated questions of law. But then, Sir, there is a great deal of 
diflBiculty, The theoretical separation of the fact portion of the case 
from the law portion of the case is neither possible nor desirable. As 
a matter of fact, Sir, in almost all questions of civil dispute there is as 
much a controversy of law as there is a controversy of facts. So what 
should be the check? The check is not by separation of certain Boards 
for dealing with facts and by the introduction of certain Boards for 
dealing with law. The solution lies in getting certain Boards at least 
which will be competent to deal with mixed questions of controversial 
law and fact. For this my constructive suggestion, if it is worth 
anything to the Hon^ble Minister in charge, would be that in every 
subdivision, just as we have got Special Boards working nowadays, 
we should have either the old Special Boards constituted of new men 
having legal knowledge or we might have side by side with these 
Special Boards other Boards composed of specially trained persons who 
might deal with cases which raise issues complicated both in questions 
of fact and in questions of law. But, Sir, I am sorry to say that the 
policy of the Government instead of being a policy of trying to deal 
better justice has been to try to deal more injustice in these cases and 
for the illustration of my point I will invite the attention of Mr. Morgan 
to the particular cases of appeals. Sir, in the previous Act even when 
pebt Settlement Boards failed in their administration, failed in their 
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judicial capacity, there were the Munsifs with at least some amount of 
judicial training to come to the relief of the party and to try to rectify 
obvious maladministration either in point of fact or in point of law. 
But what has been done by the Government now? The Government 
have departed from the old policy of having appellate officers with 
judicial experience and have vested the Subdivisional Officer, who is 
already an overworked and a vicarious officer, with the functions of an 
appellate officer, and Mr. Morgan will probably not join issue with me 
when I say that the difference of legal acumen in a Munsif and the legal 
acumen in a Subdivisional Officer at least in matters relating to civil 
dispute is well known. I will illustrate by one example, Sir. Some 
time back I appeared before a Subdivisional Officer in connection with a 
particular case, and as 1 was waiting there two young lawyers were 
appearing before the Subdivisional Officer in connection with an award 
which was given by the particular Board in which the sole question 
was the question of limitation. You know . Sir, that there are certain 
compromise decrees or compromise bonds in w'hich the amount is pay- 
able by instalments. The stipulation as usual w’as that in the case of 
iailure of one instalment the creditor would be entitled to get the whole 
amount by executing the decree. There, Sir, the question was as to 
whether the entire amount was realisable as a matter of privilege or was 
it a matter of liability, namely, the whole thing should be executed 
then and there. You know, Sir, that these instalment decrees and 
bonds ^ relation to the question of limitation have gone up to Full 
Benches of several High C’ourts and have gone up to the Privy Council 
where apparently divergent decisions have been obtained, and w'hat is 
more remarkable is that two days before that 1 was myself appearing 
on behalf of a party before the District Judge and the District diidge 
took about two to three days to hear that matter and he had not come 
to a decision on that (question. But 1 found there that the Subdivi- 
sional Officer in course of less than five minutes disposed of the highly 
controversial matter and passed a decision affirming the decision of the 
J)ebt Settlement Board, and I was sure that the decision of the Debt 
Settlement Board was wrong. So, Sir, we ought to be alive to the real 
trouble. We must have Special Boards consisting of trained men who 
can deal with this question. As soon as it is found that a matter raises 
a question o^ unusual difficulty, it should be transferred to a Special 
Board, and I would also appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to consider 
the question of going back to the old policy of giving appellate powers 
to Munsifs and Judicial Officers. 

Sir, there is one other matter which ought to be placed l)efore the 
House. Our men are naturally good men. They are competent to do 
the thing. They have got common-sense. But their desire of justice 
is being affected on account of the Government’s policy with regard to 
war fund. When Munsifs were appellate officers, these Debt Settle- 
ment Boards were more conscientious in dealing w*ith cases because 
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they knew that the appeal would go to a foreign forum. But the Sub- 
divisional Officers, they know, are their own men. They pat on their 
back. If they succeed in raising contributions towards the War Fund, 
they enjoy the favour of the appellate officers. They know that in 
consideration of their collections towards the War Fund they will in 
return get support in the matter of disputes which would go up to Sut)- 
divisional Officers in appeal. I am not placing these facts in any spirit 
of accusation or in a spirit of bravado. I am simply pointing out the 
real difficulties and dangers. Our men are good men, but the policy of 
the Government is making them bad. I hope that Mr. Morgan when 
he considers this question will also consider the bearings of these 
matters. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I am 
extremely grateful to my friends Mr. Morgan and Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal for giving me some very good suggestions, as to how from the 
point of view of one the work of the Board can be speeded up and from 
the point of view of the other how a proper decision on law and fact 
can be reached. I have mentioned to the House in the beginning the 
steps that Government have taken to quicken the process of the settle- 
ment of the cases by these Boards. Mr. Morgan has referred to the 
case of arrears of rent. I have made a mention of the fact in my 
opening speech, and I need only call his attention to Rule G2A, framed 
on the 17th of January, 1939, whereby the rent portion of the d!*bt was 
directerl to be taken out of the other debts to be settled as quickly as 
j^ossible. I appreciate tlie anxiety expressed by Mr. Morgan that 
unle.''S the rent portion i.s settled earlier, the landlord above him is not 
in a position to pay his dues either to the Government or to his superior 
landlord. That has been done and has been done for over two years 
now. In view of that, we have got a very large number of applications 
how coining before the Board from the landlords themselves, especially 
from the Burdwan Division. I submit therefore that the anxiety 
expressed by Mr. Morgan perhaps will not continue in view of the steps 
that we have taken. So far as the other question of quickening the 
process is concerned, I do admit that when the Boards start their work, 
it must be slow, because they are not trained in law. Therefore, they 
must take some time before they get to know the provisions of the law 
and the rules framed under it. They have got to take instructions 
almost at every step and there must be some officer to guide them along 
proper lines. Sir, not only the rules, but the last amendment of this 
Act have made it clear that notices under sections 12, 13 and 14, which 
originally took three months, can now be done in the course of a 
month. We have also issued instructions to the Board about the 
QEtiUtiliium period that they can and would take with respect to one 
single case and there are also instructions given to the Collectors to see 
that these things are definitely followed. 
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Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What ia the maximum 

period ? 

Tha Hofl’bia Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Generally five 
months. 

« 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Is there any circular!^ 

The Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes There 
are these definite steps taken when any delay takes place, and if a case 
is such that it should be disposed of early, there is power given to the 
Subdivisional Officer to do the needful. If that matter is brought to 
his notice, he can take his case away from the Board and put it before 
another Board which has less work. I know of cases in the district of 
Bogra — I visited that district on the Idth and 14th of May last — where 
we had the then Collector who is now a Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal who made it a point to see that there was no congestion in 
any particular Board and whenever he found that a particular Board 
was unduly congested, he used to take the excess of cases from that 
Board and place them in charge of another Board. I submit, therefore, 
that not only the provisions of the law but the rules and instructions 
that we have issued are sufficient to deal with congestion and to see 
that no unusual delay takes place in the disposal of these cases. 

A> regards the cases which concern the question of law and fact, 
my friend Mr. Sanyal suggests that we should have a Board of the 
type of Special Boards at subdivisional headquarters and district head- 
quart er> with some men of legal training. 1 hope, Sir, I sliall not be 
misunderstood nor should I have any feeling of that nature when I tell 
him tliat when the Special Boards were originally constituted we made 
it a ]K)int to see that there w'as at least a member of the legal profession 
on each one of them, besides the official Chairman, the Circle Officer. 
There happened two very unfortunate cases. I would not mention the 
places, but the cases were reported to the High Court. On that the 
High Court acting under one of the rules (Rule 972 of Circular Orders) 
issued instructions to all the District Judges and Magistrates that 
practi.Ming lawyers must withdraw from the membership of these 
Boards. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhah Santai.: There are non-practising 
lawyers. ) I will come to that. With respect to that question I my- 
self had a discussion with the Chief Justice, Sir Harold Derbyshire, 
with the then Registrar who is now a Judge of the High Court and my 
then Secretary, Mr. Holland. We sat and discussed for over an hour. 

I am sorry that I could not convince the Chief Justice of the desirability 
of our suggestion. So far as having trained lawyers on the Board is 
concerned, my friend Mr. Sanyal may be pleased when I tell him that 
the High Coiu*t has now agreed to give us the services of junior 
Munsifs who are free to act as Chairmen of the Special Boards. They 
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are doing it now. We kave now got some Munsifs acting as Chairmen, 
Special Boards, at the headquarters. We have one such at Dinajpur 
and another at Barisal. ]^rther, we have been able to secure the 
services of retired Judges to act as Chairmen. I remember one such 
case. Mr. Mati Lai Roy, retired District Judge, has been good enough 
to accept the Chairmanship of a Board in Faridpur. We have also g5t 
retired members of the legal profession to act as members. There is , 
one such member at Naogaon in the district of Rajshahi. So we are 
not unmindful of this particular point raised by Mr. Sanyal. We have 
done all that could be done in the matter. I submit that Government 
cannot be charged with the negligence in the discharge of their duties 
so far as these questions are concerned. 

What is it that a Board is called upon to decide? A Board is called 
upon to find out whether the debtor is an agriculturist within the 
meaning of the Act. My friend Mr. Sanyal suggests that these Boards 
are composed of members who have no legal knowledge. Without any 
legal training they can -certainly find out whether the debtor is an 
agriculturist or not. That having been found, the next question arises 
whether the amount that he mentions avS his debt is correct or not. If 
the creditors do not agree, they have got to sit and find out what that 
amount is, and having found that they have got to find out the pro- 
perties or assets which the debtor has. After that they have got to 
make an award on that basis. If there is any (luestion of iinusual 
difficulty or if any unusual question of law arises, power is given to the 
Board to refer the matter to the Subdivisional Officer to see that the case 
is sent to a Special Board, and that can be done either at the instance of 
the Board or by an application for a transfer under section 31) of the 
Act. Therefore, Sir, when these things do arise, they can be disposed 
of in the W'ay I have just now indicated. A question as to wlietlier the 
appeal against an order made by a Board should be taken before the 
Subdivisional Officer or before the Munsif has also been raised. This 
was perhaps a demand of the members of this House, especially of most 
of the members of the Coalition Party when it was suggested that these 
appeals should lie before the Subdivisional Officer. Some of them who 
have experience of how' appeals have been dealt with know the actual 
position, but I would not go into details. So far as this is concerned, 

I suggested to the High Court that the Munsifs should be permitted to 
undertake tours in the interior to see how these Boards functioned so 
that they might have firsthand knowledge of the activities of these 
Boards which are under this Act, not bound by the provisions of the 
Civil Procedure Code and the Indian Evidence Act, but unfortunately 
it was not agreed to. Therefore, we thought that those officers who 
have got to move about in the interior and are familiar with local 
conditions would be the best officers to deal with the appeal against the 
order of a Board to prevent any misunderstanding or misapprehension. 
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Appeals are provided for under section 40 of the Act for t^ny omis- 
sion or even commission. My friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, may 
be assured that under the amended Act which came into operation on 
the 11th July last the District Judge has got the power of revision. I 
do not see, therefore, that there can be any further apprehension in 
yew of the present composition of the Boards. 

Then, Sir, my friend, Mr. Maqbul Hossain, complains of the fact 
that the provisions of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act have not 
been made properly applicable to the cases of debtors, and he observes 
that usually cases of corruption take place in these Boards. So far as 
that is concerned, Sir, I can tell him that in most cases of appeal the 
decisions of these Boards have been upheld 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minisler 
bt pleased to say whether he has in his possession any figures to show 
ihe number of cases that have gone up to the District Judge under 
section 40(tf), and the number in which the decisions of the lower 
forum have been reversed so that we may know the correct position? 


The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK • I am sorry 
I have not got the figures with me here. I can collect them, if 
necessary, for his information. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I think it should be collected 
because that would give us an idea as to how far section 40(a) has 
been to the good of the people. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I shall try to 
do that. 


So far as the question of bribery and corruption is concerned. I am 
the last person to agree that the large body of honorary workers to the 
tune of over' twenty thousand men should be so sweepingly charged 
with corruption. As I have already indicated in my opening speech, 
some of the allegations may not be ill>founde4^ and whenever any com- 
plaint has been made, it has been at once looked into. And there is, 
Sir, section 4 that gives Government ample power to deal with such 
cases. I may cite one instance to which Mr. Jaialuddin Haahemy has 
referred where a member had to be removed from the Board, and I have 
said also that the Official Gazette of each week points out to us the 
action that had been taken. When such a large body of people have 
given their services to us, I should be the last person to say that they 
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are a corrupt body. They may have made some mistakes, but to make 
mistakes is only human, and when mistakes are committed, there are 
the superior Courts to put them right. 

With regard to the suggestion made by my esteemed friend, Maulvi 
Muhammad Israil, so far as the question of according powers to these 
Boards under section 19(i)(c) is concerned, I have issued instructiotSs 
to the Commissioners of Divisions that the Boards should be vested 
with this power as quickly as possible. I assure him that I will 
certainly bear his request in mind and see that these instructions arc 
followed. I will alo remember his request about the time being extend- 
ed when the Second Amendment Bill comes up for consideration in 
the other House. Sir, the amended Act has made ample provision to 
make an award in the case of non-payment of Court fees and the 
Collector has got ample power now to realise the Court fee by certiticate 
procedure. This statutory power being there, I do not see how it can 
be said that the cases are not dealt with properly and quickly. As 
regards the suggestion for a proper representation of the debtors on 
the Co-operative Societies* Boards, I think the members themselves are 
also debtors from one point of view but if cases, where debtors are not 
properly represented , are brought to my notice, I shall certainly see that 
debtors are also represented in such cases so that the Boards may enjoy 
the confidence of the local public for making the settlement of this 
difficult problem more effective. 

i 

I hope I have fully answered the points that have been raised by my 
friends. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhah Sanyal: What about these Boards* 
activities in raising war contributions?) I am sorry to hear that my 
friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, hints at the activities of these 
Boards in raising war contributions. I know of no case in which the 
members of a Debt Settlement Board can be charged with having 
been functioning in that capacity 


Mr. 8MANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I can tell the Hon’ble 
Minister that the Debt Settlement Boards have been functioning as 
agencies for raising war contributions. 


The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I submit, Sir, 
that that is too sweeping a remark for me to answer. I have been, as 
a matter of fact, to almost all the districts of Bengal, and I can say that 
nowhere ooxild I find any such activity on the part of these Boards. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: At least 1 can tell him that 
my district has been functioning in that way. 
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TtM H0li*bi6 Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLiCK; 1 am sorry 
to oonless that his is the only district I ha^e not yet visited, and I hope 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal will give me an opportunity to visit his 
district when the next mango season comes 


* Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I may tell the Hoii’ble 
Minister that when there is indigestion from too much of mango-eating, 
plantains are prescribed as an antidote. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: It this is the 
type of hospitality in this district, I have done well in not visiting it 
lip till now. However, with these words, Sir, I would request my 
friends to withdraw their motions; otherwise, I must oppose them. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that the demand of Rs. 20,23,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration — Debt 
Tonciliation” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Beharj^ Mullick tliat a sum 
of Rs. 20,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25— General 
Admini.stration — Debt Conciliation’' was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoumment. 

The House was adjourned at 7-53 p.m. till 10 a. in. on Saturday, the 
22nd March, 1941, at the As.sembly House, Calcutta. 
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4 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta on Saturday, 
the 22nd March, 1941, at 10 a.m. 

Prments 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 161 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Oomplaint lodged egeinst the Kalimpong Mission Industries Association. 

*183. Mr. W. Ca PATTON, (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
I>tat6 whether any complaint has been made against the Kalimpong 
Mission Industries Association to the Director of Industries? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wliether the 
copy of the complaint? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
matter has been enquired into? 

(d) If so, what is the result of the enquiry? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a) There was 
no compluint properly so called. A certain gentleman made some 
remarks about the Association which were communicated to the Secre- 
tary of the Association for comments. 

(h) It will not be in public interest to make the remarks public. 

(c) Yes. 

{(1) The remarks were found to have been based on a misapprehen- 
sion. 


Oiatrass of tho tonants of Malda diatriet. 

*184. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the economic condition of the tenants of Malda district 
has become more acute since the last hood; and 
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(ft) whether there is au apprehension of distress prevailing in some 
parts of the district this year? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of stopping the revaluation in the district till the 
economic condition improves? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the value of yield per acre on average in the district; 

(n) what is the basis of calculation of valuation per acre for the 
purpose of revaluation in the said district; and 

(ni) whether objections have been filed before the District Magis* 
trate disputing the valuation of yield per acre? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) The economic condition of 
the tenants in the district improved to a certain extent since the floods 
of 1938 but owing to less than usual rains during the present year and 
consequent partial failure of crops it is not so good as in normal years. 
Some distress is apprehended iu some unions of only the Barind area of 
the district. 

(b) No. 

(c) (i) and (Hi) The value of yield per acre is B8.46 on average for 

the district. But for the purpose of revaluation of cess, the district 
was at first divided into 2 units and the value of yield per acre was 
determined at Ils.40 in one unit and Es.50 in the other. On hearing 
objections, the Collector divided the district into 4 units and valued the 
yield per acre in these units at Ks.31-4, Rs.32-$, Rs.35 and Rs.40 

respectively. 

(tt ) The valuation is based on the results of local enquiry. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state^what are the bases on which these valuations have been 
made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That is in the 
Cess Act. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: H(»w is it that the valuation was 
decreas^ and increased at intervals? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just go through the Cess Act. 

II 
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Mr. NI8H1THA MATH KUNDUs 1 know the Cess Act, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER. Then the question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for this variation in the valuation assessed 
by Government officials P 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I mentioned 
in answer {?V), the valuation is based on tlie results of local enquiry 
and it must be on certain facts, eg.., the value of the produce, the 
rate of rent, the cost of cultivation, the facilities of irrip:ation, etc. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state what were exactly the reasons whic h led one enquiry 
to value thin^?8 at one rate and the subsequent enquiry to value at u 
different rateP 

Th« Hon’bla Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, eiuiuiries 
are not always pexfect. The Collector discovered that the preliminary 
enquiry was not perfect and he heard objections. He divided the 
area into four units and revalued it and came to the conclusion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Wil the Hon’Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether the dispute raised by the people as regards 
valuation for which a subsequent valuation was necessary has been 
removed or it still exists amongst the people P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; My friend is 
labouring under a misapprehension. It is not the acreage rate under 
Chapter 7 A. It is the valuation of the produce. The acreage rate 
is much lower. The acreage rate in the barind area is Rs. 6-4, in the 
to/ area Rs. 6-8, in the deara area Rs. 7 and in the rest of the district 
Rs. 8 per acre. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the maximum acreage rate should not be more than one-fifth of 
the valuation rate fixed by the District Magistrate and the rate Just 
now read out by the Hon’ble Minister is just one-fifth and not below 
thatP 

Til# Honnile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, it should 
not be more than one-fifth. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the acreajre rate is going to be fixed at less 
than one-fifth? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not think 
Aat is the correct interpretation of the law. It should not be more 
than one-fifth- * . 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: In view of answer {ii), will tlie 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Collector’s judgment 
regarding the ascertainment of valuation is final? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, that you have to see in the Cess Act. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the economic condition of the district since last revaluation has 
deteriorated? The preliminary question of revaluation according to 
Cess Act is Ihat the valuation should be 20 per cent, more than thc^ 
previous valuation. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: JSo, Sir, 
revaluation under Chapter 7A is likely to bring down the total cess 
receipts by a large proportion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the preliminary question in the Cess Act is that in case of 
revaluation income of the cess must be increased by 20 per cent.? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not know 

of any such provision in the Cess Act. 


Golleotor^of Dacca and water-ta|raciRth iNct In Arlal Bil area. 

MSS. Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) With reference to his 
reply to the supplementaries to unstarred question No. 132 of the 13th 
September, 1940, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agricul- 
ture and Industries Department be pleased to state whether he has since 
enqui^ into the matter why the Collector of Dacca did not give any 
reply to a telegram that was sent to him from the Arial Bil area on the 
‘-^th July, 1940, requesting htm to receive a deputation of cultivator* 
to discuss the problem of eradication of water-hyacinth pest? 
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(6) If 80 , is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
holding an enquiry forthwith into the matter of the damage done to 
the paddy as admitted i^ his answer (a) of the said question No. 132? 

The Hoil’bla Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: (a) 1 have enquired into 
the matter. The Collector received the telegram when he was very busy 
in Qonnection with His Excellency the Governor’s visit, threatened com- 
munal disturbances at Dacca and a riot at Murapara. The telegram 
and the letter from Babu Jnanendra Das of Malikanda confirming the 
telegram asked the Collector to receive a deputation in order to devise 
methods of tackling the water-hyacinth problem of the Arial Bil area 
and as the barricade had been completed by that time, the Collector 
thought that this had ceased to be an urgent matter and attended to his 
more urgent preoccupations. He regrets that owing to the hard 
pressure of work that he had at that time he omitted to send a reply. 
He however visited the locality’ as soon as he was comparatively free 
but as none approached him in connection with the proposed deputation 
he thought that the completion of the barricade had removed the need 
for such a deputation. 

(h) The honourable member is referred to the answer to clauses 
(a) (tv) and (w) of unstarred question No. 132 asked by himself, given 
on the 13th September, 1940. As all possible steps were taken for the 
destruction of the water-hyacinth that grew internally, the question of 
any further enquiry into the matter does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to reply to (6) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether after all possible 
steps taken by Government the hyacinth concerned has been removed 
or not ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. After all steps have been taken it iTill grow 
again ! 

Mr. ATUL. KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, my question is whether 
hyacinth has been removed or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose the answer is "Tea”, how do you prove 
that it will not grow again? It is no use asking such question. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I hope the Hon’bie Minister 
will give the real answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us hope that water-hyacinth will not grow 

again. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

27— Administration of Justioo. 

^ Tho Hon’blo Nawtb MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor^ 1 Ive^f to 
move that a sum of Rs. 71,12,000 be granted for expenditure under "the 
head “27 — ^Administration of Justice”. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 71,12,000 for expenditure under the head ‘“27 — 
Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

This cry of separation of the judiciary from the executive is a very, 
very old cry, not only in this province but throughout this country. 
The reasons behind this cry are very well founded and the (juestiou 
has been gone into by a large number of committees in all the provinces 
and the considered opinion not only of the public but also of many 
jurists and lawyers is in favour of this proposed separation. We know 
that the executive is a party to the large number of criminal cases 
that come before the court in this province and it has been the bitter 
experience that the Crown is a party to all criminal proceedings but 
more strictly speaking and in by far the larger number of cases that 
have h|^en fought out before the criminal judiciary the executive is a 
direct party. Sir, it has been the bitter accumulated experience of 
all concerned that the hand of the executive plays a great deal of 
visible and invisible part in at least these police cases. Sir, the 
presumption of criminal law is that the accused should be regarded as 
innocent, but so far as criminal trials are concerned, at least in the 
cases in which the police is the prosecution the presumption for 
practical purposes and all along has been that the accused is guilty 
unless he can come out by super-human efforts- You know, Sir, that 
the Magistrates who sit in trial over these criminal cases have always 
got to look up to the Police Department for inspiration and guidance. 

I do not blame the Magistrates for that. It is the system which makes 
them so for the police in their prosecution take not only an interest 
but a passionate interest and it is a point of prestige with the (Gov- 
ernment to see that police prosecution do not end in an ac([uittal in 
favour of the accused and this point of prestige is so keen with the 
Police Department and our system is so vicious in this respect that a 
trying Magistrate, however independent, how’ever firm in his judicial 
mind, has got to offer explanations in the matter of cases in whicdi 
they 4kcquit the accused. Sir, it is a day to day affair. If a police 
case ends in an acquittal the Police Department calls for the records 
across the shoulders not only of the trying Magistrate but also of the 
District Magistrate. The Superintendent of Police furnishes a note 
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to the District Magistrate and the District Magistrate forwards that 
to the trying Magistrate and the trying Magistrate has got to write 
another judgment by of defending himself. I know that there 
are Magistrates who are very much steel-framed and who are able to 
withstand all the interference and pin pricks of the Police Depart- 
ment. But it is extremely sad that the number of such Magistrates^ 
is very few and far between. After all, our Magistrates are all human 
beings and they have also to look up to their own promotions and 
future emoluments and as human beings it cannot be expected that 
they will be so much extraordinary in their mental make-up as to 
sacrifice the future of their career in the interests of what they 
consider to be proper justice. This vicious system has polluted the 
entire criminal judiciary and in spite of the age-long demand this 
popular Government has not seen its way to remove the evil which 
has been focussed and commented upon from time to time. Now, Sir, 
if this cry of separation was true in the bureaucratic days, to-day, 
Sir, under provincial autonomy which has given a responsible Gov- 
ernment the necessity for such separation has been all the greater 
l)ecause the Government to-day is gradually getting mixed up with 
the affairs of the day to day life of the people. The large number of 
departments that have come into existence, the expansion of the previ- 
ous departments of the Government, all these things mean that the 
Government is getting more and more into touch with the daily 
activities of the people at large and this gradual increase of Govern- 
mental activity means larger association between the executive on the 
one hand and the people on the other and in that view of the matter 
it is to-day more than necessary that the forum of justice should be 
placed absolutely beyond the day to day associated life of the people 
in relation to Government. Sir, you know that not only in connection 
with Union Boards, not only in connection with the Debt Settlement 
Boards but also in connection with ordinary and extreme activities of 
the Government the Subdivisional Officers and the District Magistrates 
have got to be identified with the problems and the day to day acti- 
vities of the people at large and the fundamental principle of all 
administration of justice, vis., that there should be detachment in the 
mind of the persons dealing out justice, cannot be expected to exist 
in this context and you know, Sir, that it is not merely the construc- 
tive economic activities that bring Government more in touch with 
the people but the political activities also bring the Government into 
greater touch and we know that in political matters Government can- 
not be dispassionate and the executive being so many arms of Govern- 
ment cannot also be expected to be dispassionate in a large number of 
dealings with the people. 

Sir, I would just refer the House to two extracts which I quote, 
one from the presidential address of the President of the Lawyers 
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Conference tliie year and another from the address of the Chairman of 
the Reception Committee. Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain, an eminent 
lawyer and a legislator of long standing in the course of his presi* 
<leatial address opined: *‘In the forefront of our programme there 
must ahvays remain the question of the separation of the executive 
faom the judiciary. The introduction of popular Government in the 
province has not made any difference, so far as this question is con- 
cerned- If the administration of justice is to remain unpolluted and 
uncorrupted, it is imperative that the separation must be effected.” 

Then, Sir, I want to read out a paragraph from the address of 
Maulvi Abdus Samad, the Chairman of the Reception Committee: — 

The first and the most obvious step that has to be taken in this 
connection is to see to the immediate separation of the judiciary from 
the executive. This old but none too old crj' of such separation need 
no longer be a cry in the wilderness. It is a painful order of the day 
that justice has lost its pristine purity by being tied to the wheels of 
a vicarious executive whose unscrupulous and overjealous stranglehold 
<»ii law’s freedom is daily on the increase. Magistrates who are invari- 
ably stuck up in the mud of administration in its multiple relation to 
the public cannot on any account be able to maintain that supreme 
detachment which is the first and the most fundamental ecjuation of 
judicial work. Just consider a Subdivisional Officer holding a war 
fund meeting in a village in which a certain person is actively and 
helpfully participating and from which another person is absenting 
himself suspiciously from the officer’s pojnt of view and the same 
Magistrate sitting in appeal under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act in which the above two persons are contending parties. Such and 
more glaring absurdities have become the rule. Justice is limping 
into a blind alley of constant failures. Who in Bengal does not 
know to-day that administrative exigencies have become the invisible 
determining factors in more than ninety per cent, of the litigations 
that are being fought in the Criminal, Revenue and special judiciaries 
which are neither dependent upon nor responsible to the High Courts 
Justice is shamed out of such a forum and assistance of lawyers is 
hardly sought^ since law itself is powerless against the administrative 
requirements and obligations of the judge. We are daily seeing how 
the Bengal Government and the Bengal Legislature are vesting busy 
executives with new and gradually increasing judicial powers, while 
the independent and much dependable judiciary is vegetating upon 
emjity diaries.” 

The very true words very nobly expresaed, because we know that 
th^ Subdivisional Officer is constantly touring round his area and 
getting in touch with the people in connection with the political 
activities of the Government, and he knows the persons who are in 
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favour of Government and also persons who are against this Govern- 
ment, and having this knowledge in his mind, it is preposterous to 
expect that while he sits in judgment over cases, either in connection 
with the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act, or with criminal or revenue 
matters, when he sits in judgment over contending parties who are 
mixed up with these political favours and disfavours, a human judge 
will be able to be so dispassionate and detached as to rise above the 
political squabbles and be able to administer a fair deal to the parties. 

Now, Sir, look at the District Magistrate. The District Magistrate 
is vested with some powers under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors' Act 
as to whether sanction should be given to a party who comes in as a 
debtor whose debt is beyond Rs. 5,000 and less than Rs. 25,000. He 
also knows the political leanings of persons and in his judgment he 
is bound to be influenced by political considerations. Apart from this, 
I also beg to draw the attention of the House to the fact that these 
executives are very mu(‘h overworked and their lives are very much 
miserable. A Subdivisional Officer has got to entertain visitors in the 
morning, has to go round and see certain allies of the Government ; he 
comes back late in the morning; he has to rush through his meal and 
then to go to the court and deal with revenue hies, gun licence files, 
khm iiKihal files, and all sorts of other files; and then at the fag end 
of the day he sits upon judgment in controversial matters like Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act cases which sometimes trained judges even 
are not able to dispose of quickly. Look at the District Magistrate. 
He has got to sit over varicms committee meetings from the morning 
till late in the afternoon, and then he sits and hears a criminal appeal 
case — an appeal on which a Sessions Judge would require a full day 
to dispose it of, is disposed of by the District Magistrate in less than 
fifteen minutes. And while the lawyers argue in such a case, the 
District Magistrate looks at the clock because he is just thinking of 
another committee meeting which is probably scheduled fifteen minutes 
after that. This miserable state of things must be remedied. Sir, 
there is after all nothing more sacred and nothing nobler than the 
administration of justice. If justice is administered in this way, the 
sooner it is remedied, the better. Let us completely separate the two. 
Our munsifs and judges are starving for want of work, and our 
executives are overworked. Let us release the executive from the 
burden of judicial work. Let us have them for nation-building 
activities only. Let us have them entirely free to do outdoor work. 
Let them go round the local areas and find out the local problems. 
And let them constantly associate with the local people. Let them 
be an arm of the administration in the sense that the administration 
is for the joys and sorrows of the people. Let the judiciary be free 
ima ail connection with the executive. This will have a two-fold 
blessing. In one sense it will place justice on a safer pedestal and in 
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imotlier it will liberate the executive from the tyranny of judicial work 
and make them available for a large number of constructive work 
which this province requires so badly and so quickly. 

Baku LAK8HMI NARAYAN BISWAS : 

’TTOi ^ ^ 5!^ I 55ftCTnr 

Budget Session<fl (TTt'R 

’RtY TO (7R ^ R I 

wi tube ^ tubei^ iHTO ^5tR 

fit TO! c?, OTR frortftOT ^ to^ 

c^atR ^ c^, <5 tpFt^ c?t«R ^ » 

nfro 

?[^rT»it^«f^ f% >npii ^5T?l^ I TOt<^ TObffl, 

<?frtr ^r^srtsT erR^ftm ’rfro f?F ?pFT^ ^ 

WR ^ ^ (TTfttjIS I 

^ 5t3r CTOC^ Tft?l C^MtTT 

C^ v5tR C«r*tw ^ l tpflflY 

’rfro ^8R7t? v5tR ^ ^5tR tfWfC^ ^ffiRtY 

«RT »Tt5tTr tpr^t ^rtC3R^ '»rf‘fr^c^ feOfsr 

f^-sR ^^P8R ^^FfRi Agent ^artr^ | ^3i?pfN»fR ^ ^FftifRTO: wft? tfWtCYY 

c4kt liiiv*© RtR, 

“©f%5T ?R, tfwfff TOT^ ©TO tf^Ffer, ^RFi c*r<j^ *5pr ^ ^stYftr 
^TRYlR 'arroi tr^ ^ ^ ^g;^: ^ijY -fro 

'JsrMTO ^ius wtft ^tIri frro rtR i f^r^rR 
^^gf5tcR ^ (Rcwft ^ fn^TtcR >ii^f^ '^‘jf (Tirrot^R 

^R?»fTTO ^FfifTO I ^tus <5 tpan (R©l CYR’ 

^ ^it?r r tot^ ^TT^tR, ^’*Fr«f ^<3 hRsch^ 

iii^ ^ qwt>iHHc«R 

ft ^ ^5^^ '«rfPiTOCw I #rTO 5rt“ ^ c*frR 

^ ^ ^rtPfro m, ^ ^ftcsT ^ 

?PfR ’BfRfir "PR ?v57tft Wtf% TO! Ttw^fif Po^t Office f\\^\LHl 

Blfir? wm) ^Ffk^ ?rsrPrt^«R toi ^TfirsT wfroR ^ 

i5tc<i tpBiiRR c^ ^r%f «nftnR ^ I TO^^ fror-sr^r ^ 

^ Tft TfY ‘ii ftnnr i 

TORT, (?R TfroR I 

Khm BaiNMiur Mauivi 4ALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, my esteemed friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, has raised a 
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Tery old question, namely, the question of separation of the judiciary 
from the executive. On this question, many committees were consti- 
tuted, and many persons discussed this question both from theoretical 
and practical points of^view. I myself was one of those who thought 
very keenly on the subject and was of opinion that in the interest of 
purity of justice separation of the judiciary from the executive w«J 
essential. But, Sir, it must be admitted that it concerns not only this 
province but it concerns the other provinces also. And I have found 
that the so-called advanced Congress provinces have been of opinion 
that it is not only not feasible but in the interest of better administra- 
tion it is not necessary to separate the judiciary from the executive 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why not go ahead of the 
other provinces? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am thankful 
to Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that he wishes this Government of 
Bengal to go ahead of the Provinces of Madras and Bombay and 
also of the United Provinces although this credit has so long been 
denied to this province. Apart from the difficulty of the’ cost in the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive there is another very 
important question. In the Criminal Procedure Code there are some 
sections with which the executive is intimately connected, and the 
questions relating thereto have to be dealt with not on the ordinary 
evidence but on the report of the Police. Therefore, there are sections 
like sections 144, 147, 145, etc., where speedy remedy is desirable and 
in conuection with such sections you cannot do away with the powers 
that are given to the executive for the speedy disposal of such cases. 
<Mr. Sasanka Sekhah Sanyal: The munsifs are given magisterial 
power.) In that case munsifs will also be executives. My honourable 
friend is at present lamenting over the overwork of Subdivisional 
Officers and their executive bias in the administration of justice, but 
my own experience is that nowadays I am sorry to say most munsifs 
demonstrate executive bias in the disposal of cases. Whenever 
there is a case where Government is concerned they show unconscious 
bias for the Government and sometimes more than what executive 
officers themselves would do. (Mr. Sas.\nk.\ Sekhah Sanyal: We do 
not agree.) Nowadays, the munsifs are imitating executive officers 
in their dress, behaviour and in everj^ walk of life. There was a time 
when even High Court Judges were not allowed to mix with the 
Governor. There were two separate alleys for the High Court and 
the executive head. High Court Judges did not tread the path which 
was trod by the executive, but at present, Sir, even with the High 
Court Judges there are interchange of lunches, dinners and meetings 
with executive heads. It appears, Sir, that the question of separa- 
tion of general administration from justice is theoretically very sound. 
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There have been cases where Higfh Court Judges have been appointed as 
Executive Members of Government, and there have been complaints 
from English Bar that they should not be appointed as Mem^rs of 
the Executive Council of the Government to keep tlie morale of justice 
above suspicion. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the quevstion of appointment of District 
Judges and promotion of munsifs, that is also in the hands of Govern- 
ment. Munsifs want to rise to the position of Subordinate Judges who 
in turn want to be promoted to the rank of District Judges. They 
also look to Government favour. There is no freedom anywhere. In 
the districts there is at present the question of contributions to the 
war fund complained of by Mr. Sanya!. I know of one Indian I.C.S. 
District Judge (though not Bengalee) who is more keen on the war 
fund anS more keen in his suggestions for raising subscriptions for 
the war fund than even the Collectors or the Commissioners themselves. 
I myself have seen this sort of attitude among Indian (though not 
Bengalee) I.C.S. District Judges. (Mr. Rasik Lal Biswas: In 
Chittagong?) I do not say about Chittagong. So, you cannot 
dissolve the union between the judiciary and the executive. Officers, 
whether they are in the judiciary or in the executive, are members of 
the same federation. Of course, improvements can be made in this 
direction, I mean in the matter of recruitment to the judiciary as was 
mentioned in the last year’s budget. For instance, Sir, recruitment 
of District Judges may be from lawyers on a much more greater scale 
than from the I.C.S. At present there are many I.C.S. officers in the 
ju'liciary. They have got less experience than members of the Bar. 
Of course, Nawab Sahib said that only members of the I.C.S. with 
10 years experience are appointed as District Judges. Let them have 
10 years or o years whatever they like, but I.C.S. District Judges arC 
not expected to sit in judgment over the decisions of Subordinate 
Judges who have got an experience of 20 or 25 years. So, it is desir- 
able, and I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Justice, if it 
is at all in his power, to reduce the number of I.C.S. officers in the 
judiciary at least in the District Judge’s cadre. He should see that 
more members from the Bar are recruited for appointment as District 
Judges. In this connection, Sir, I cannot' but mention one fact, 
namely, that hitherto opportunities have been held out to the members 
of the High Court Bar only and not to members of the mufassal Bar. 
There is no restriction so far as members of the mufassal Bar are con- 
cerned. The statute says that District Judges may be recruited from 
pleaders, advocates and attorneys, but hitherto no member of the 
mufassal Bar has found a place in the District Judge’s cadre. I hope 
and trust that Nawab Sahib will at least in his regime see that one or 
two members of the mufassal Bar are appointed to the post of District 
Judge. 
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There is auuther thing, Sir, which can be done by the Local 
Government, and that is the appointment of Government Pleaders and 
Public Prosecutors, They exercise a great induence on the administra- 
tion of justice. ThenI are some Government Pleaders and Public 
Prosecutors who have been removed — at least I know of one case — for 
too much zeal on behalf of Government. 1 will not mention his nat^. 
He was found by one District Magistrate to have tutored witnesses and 
although he was a vefy capable man he was not retained. If proper 
persons are appointed to the post of Public Prosecutors and Govern- 
ment Pleaders, there will be some assurance of justice being done in 
the criminal and civil administration when Government is a party. 
My own experience is that first class pleaders of good reputation are 
never generally appointed as Government Pleaders. Government do 
not always go in for efficiency and scruples in a lawyer. They make 
these appointments from other points of view. (Cries of “He^r, hear” 
from the Opposition benches.) Public Prosecutors are not the best 
men of the Bar. If you go on analysing the appointments of Govern- 
ment Pleaders and Public Prosecutors throughout the province, you 
will find that first class men are never appointed. Even when there 
are first class men present, second class men have been taken and even 
in some cases third class men have been taken. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: You cannot blame this Government.) I 
never blame this Government, but it is this undesirable practice that 
the Government have also accepted. I expect that this Government 
which wants to set right the injustice done by the old bureaucratic 
Government should show that appointments are not made on account 
of zeal shown for Government or on account of some kind of politi<'al 
service rendered or the likes and dislikes of the local executive heads. 
For instance, Sir, I know that one man was appointed because he did 
more work for the Government during the terrorist campaign. 
Another man was appointed Government Pleader because he was a 
member of the old Council although he had no civil practice. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: In short favouritism.) (Laughter.) 
Yes. At Dacca Government pleadership has gone to rather a junior 
man, although a non -Muslim. 

These facts might not be known to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Justice, and it is only for his information that I bring them to his 
notice. His position is unique in the Cabinet. He cannot be charged 
with nepotism. He will do justice even to his colleagues. Even if 
Mr. Suhrawardy goes wrong he will set him right. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Opposition benches.) For instance, if there is any 
injustice in sentence, he can remit it. If a member of the Cabinet is 
hauled up before a Court and punished he can remedy it. So, he is 
not a party with any other member of the Cabinet. He can do justice, 
b# can take note of things against all the Government Pleaders and 
Public Prosecutors. I think, Sir, that these posts can be filled up 
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with qualified and honest men without any consideration whether 
they are more zealous on behalf of Government or whether they are 
more particular about the interest of one side or other or a(*ceptable 
to the Collector or Commissioner. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion of Mr. Sasaiika Sekhar 
■^anyal witli regard to the separation of the executive and the judiciary 
becuu*<e it is not feasible under the present circumstain-es. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, the hard> annual separation of judicial from the executive func- 
tion has come to-day also. This will come as long as the world lasts. 
My friends know it for certain that Government cannot go on in water- 
tight compartments. If you say that the judiciary must be absolutely 
separated from the executive, you want to have a theoretical state of 
affairs which is not at all practicable in current politics. I will give 
\ou instances w’here it is not at all practicable for us to think that the 
executive should be absolutely outside the judiciary. Take the case 
of all criminal cases for the prevention of crime. Sir, even the 
Greaves Committee recommended that all such cases must be tried by 
a person who will be responsible not only to the High Court but also 
to the executive (Government. This is a matter which may evoke some 
laughter from the Opposition, but it is a fact that such an important 
commit^e which sat over the matter gave that recommendation to 
the country. You cannot say that a Judge of the High Court and 
all the people who worked on that committee could not understand 
the position of the country and would say something which the country 
would not acxjept. I have full confidence in their sense of judgment 
and I believe that they were perfectly right. My friend also knows 
it as a fact that the judicial system has given full liberty of action 
to the people except in some minor cases which are disposed of by the 
so-called Magistrates, Deputy Magistrates. (Rai H^rfndra Nath 
CHAL DHt Ri : Why so-called P) All the more difficult cases which come 
before the Sessions Court are practically disposed of by the Jury. 
There you will find that the verdict of the Jury is supreme. You 
can no longer question the verdict of the Jury. Even the Judge’s 
opinion does 'not count for much. If the Judge differs from the 
verdict of the Jury, he can refer the case to the High Court. It shows 
that in the administration of justice the utmost limit has been given 
to the people to give judgment in all important cases. If you take 
away the cases which are of very great importance in which punish- 
ment of more than two years must be awarded and the cases that are 
actuaUy disposed of for prevention of crime, what remains is practically 
negligible. These cases are not of so much importance as my friend 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has asked us to believe. Those cases where 
the punishment to be awarded is only two years and not more are 
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disposed of by Magistrates. All the other cases where severer puaish< 
ment must be awarded are now disposed of by our people, i.e., by the 
Jury. Can you condemn the system which has given you not only 
autonomy but absolute freedom P My analysis of the whole thing is 
that only those rases which are of minor importance and which an 
ordinary Deputy Magistrate can dispose of are under review. I haw*' 
already excluded those (jases that come under the prevention of crime 
clause. Some second-class Magistrates deal with most unimportant 
cases. Then there are cases which are disposed of by first-class 
Magistrates. I don’t believe that they are of such importance that an 
officer like a Deputy Magistrate cannot dispose of them conscientiously. 
My friend thinks that the Police is practically ruling there. I cam 
say that there was a time when it was possible for the Police to do 
some mis(;hief, because that was the time when the whole conditions 
of service were quite different. The Deputy Magistrates in former 
times had to pass through 8 ordeals before they came to the topmost 
place. There were 8 grades and promotion from one to the other 
required the recommendation of the District Magistrate. Now you 
ought to know that there is a time-scale of pay where automatically a 
Deputy Magistrate will get his increased j)ay up to a certain limit, 
say up to Ra. 450; there is absolutely no bar. For 10 or 12 years he 
gets his pay all right without any check. A man who knows that his 
promotion is not at all dependent upon the opinion of the District 
Magistrate feels himself absolutely free. If such a man js under 
control, you cannot say that he is under the control of the Police. 
You misread the whole thing. Then there is efficiency bar at Rs. 450. 
But I have never come across any case where a man has been kept on 
that pay for a period longer than two years. After the second year 
1 have found cent, per cent, cases crossing the first efficiency bar. 
Then when he reaches Rs. 650 the second efficiency bar comes. You 
say that the Deputy Magistrates were constantly under the vigilance 
of the District Magistrates, but they are not so at present. In reply 
to Mr, Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal I admit that our Deputy Magistrates 
are overworked : and I also admit that besides the criminal work they 
have to i)erforra multifarious duties. Such persons who have varied 
experience of life and know the condition of the country very well 
are, in my opinion, best fitted to pronounce a judgment. Therefore, 
we find that full freedom has been given to these people to dispose of 
all the important cases where the punishment extends up to two years. 
Subdivisional Officers and other Deputy Magistrates and officers of the 
Crown have got that knowledge and can be entrusted with this 
work— ' — 


Urn HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Evidence is not requir- 
ed; knowledge will do? 
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Th» Hoii’Me Nawab MtlSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Kliaii Bahatfuri 

Knowledge of the people in general as well as of the state of affairs in 
the countay, especially of the parties and of the witnesses, is, 1 think, 
the first. essential in dealing with them. If a person has that know- 
ledge, he is the right sort ot person to say whether the witnesses are 
^^ustworthy, and to pass a judgment whether the culprit or culprita 
are really guilty or not. If my friend thinks that it is a wrong policy 
to entrust our Magistrates with judicial work, and if he thinks that 
in .view of their executive position they cannot have a detached view 
of things, I believe my friend is labouring under a misapprehension. 
If he would study how justice is being administered in this province 
by our Deputy Magistrates, he would certainly agree with me that 
our Deputy Magistrates are eminently fitted for it and I do not 
believe 

maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: convinced ’JCTTI- 

I 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I shall now’ refer to wdiat my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin 
Ahmad, has said. My friend, the Khan Bahadur, has quoted from 
what Mr. Rajagopalachari has said, and he is of opinion that in the 
present condition of the country separation of the judiciary from the 
executive is not jiossible. I may inform the House, however, that 
actually it is separate, though not in its entirety, and that entire 
separation is not a practicable proposition. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: ^ t 

Tha Hon’ble Naarab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend, the Khan Bahadur, has also pointed out certain grievances 
with regard to the appointment of Government Pleaders and Public 
Prosecutors. I can tell him that so far as these appointments are 
concerned, they are not dictated by any political considerations. When 
we get the nominations of the District Judges and the District Magis- 
trates, I have been maintaining the practice that the first nominee of 
these people should be appointed. If therefore there is any mistake, 
the mistake is not mine but theirs. During my Ministry of the last 
four years, I have not come across any such case, and although I admit 
that it is possible that such appointments might be given on party 
considerations, 1 can assure my friend that it has not happened at least 
during my time. Therefore, my friend may rest satisfied that we are 
doing our best to recruit the h^st men. If my friend can bring to 
my notice one single instance where the prac^tice which I have just 
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referred to bas not been followed, I ebould be very glad to diacttss the 
matter with him and I shall be able to convince him that I have done 
nothing to deserve this condemnation from him. ' 

Then, Sir, Mr. La^shmi Narayan Biswas has raised a hew point 
that the zamindars are actually working in collaboration with the court 
peons in suppressing the serving of processes and other things. ThaT- 
is a matter which is absolutely new to me and I could not think that 
he would raise a point like this. I shall investigate the matter and 
if there is any truth in it I shall see what can be done. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion, and commend my 
original motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Bs. 71,12,000 for expenditure under the head **27 — ^Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Bs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that a sum of Bs. 71,12,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head ”27 — Administration of Justice” was then put and agreed 
to. 


a— Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’bic Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move thal a sum 
of Bs. 22,29,000 be grante<l for expenditure under the head *‘8 — Pro- 
vincial Excise”. 

Sir, the poli(;y of Government is the gradual enforcement of total 
prohibition throughout the province. The upward trend of the excise 
revenue has given rise to misgivings in the minds of some. I shall 
therefore explain the position in this regard somewhat closely. 

Sir, this increase should not be taken as an indication of greater 
indulgence by tlie people in liquors and drugs. The improved economic 
condition of the j)eople after the slump contributed to some extent to 
the increase. But the increase has been derived largely at the expense 
of the traffickers in illicit liquors and drugs. Effective vigilance, 
stricter control over the licensees, reforms of the Excise rules and 
onhancement of duty on certain excisable articles are factors which 
have contributed to the increase in revenue. The increase in revenue 
due to increased consumption is very small. This will be apparent 
from the following exposition. Increase in revenue has been most 
noticeable under country spirit. The following instances will give an 
indication of the extent to which stricter control has led to increase in 
revenue. On the change of the licensee of a particular country spirit 
shop in Calcutta the sales of the shop went up from 110 L.P. gallons 
to 282 gallons, thus giving an increased revenue of Bs. 29,000 annually. 
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With the removal of undesirable licensees, even of small shops, sales 
have been noticed to have gone up by 100 per rent., and occasionally 
by as much as 300 per cent. On the removal of the licensees the 
actual sales in the country spirit shops at Gossainhat and Gazole in 
the district of Malda rose to 121 and 137 L.P. gallons, respectively, 
^Jaring the period from April to September, 1940, as against 21 and 
47 L.P. gallons in the same period of the preceding year. When a 
special patrol party was posted at Manikpur in the district of Howrah 
where there was a brisk illicit trade in country spirit, the sales in the 
Manikpur country spirit shop showed an annual increase of 389 L.P. 
gallons yielding an additional revenue of about Rs. 4,091. The average 
monthly sale of that shop was 12*2 L.P. gallons in 1938 and after the 
posting of the special patrol party rose to 41*8 L.P. gallons in 1939 
and to 72 L.P. gallons in 1940. 

Sir, the iiuniher of prosecutions for drunkenness gives an indication 
of the increase or decrease in the total consumption of liquor. An 
application of this test shows interesting results. With this increased 
sale of country spirit from licensed shops there was no increase, but a 
considerable decrease, in the number of prosecutions for drunkenness. 
The number of persons prosecuted for drunkenness in the municipal 
areas was 3,88Uin 1939-40 as against 4,242 in the preceding year. In 
Calcutta where the consumption of country spirit showed an increase of 
12,889 L.P. gallons in 1939-40, the number of cases for drunkenness 
declined* by 847 as compared with corresponding figures of 1938-39. I 
need hardly remind the House that prosecutions for drunkenness are 
initiated hy the Police and not by Excise Officers. 

The result of the increased control is noticeable as regards other 
intoxicating drugs also. The activity of the Police against smugglers 
in the Machuabazar area and raids against hiriwallas organised in 
July, 1939, increased the sales of chnras from licensed dealers in Calcutta 
to a great extent. The sale which was 30 seers in July, rose to 50 
seers in August, 56 seers in September, 62 seers in October, 65 seers in 
November and to 80 seers in December. The spectacular rise after 
the raids shows how steadily sales from licensed shops increase when 
illicit trade is controlled. In that raid as many as 9 hiriwallas were 
detected in one night in the Entally area alone. The increased sale 
of 30 seers of ckarat gave Government an increased revenue of about 
Rs. 48,000 per annum. 

So far as opium is concerned, though revenue went up from 
Rs. 34,87,208 in 1938-39 to Rs. 36,19,405 in 1939-40, consumption went 
down by 7 maunds 5 seers during the period. This increase in revenue 
in spite of decreased consumption is due to the enhancement of duty 
and retail price. But iucreaeed control bore fruit in this case also. 
For example, the posting of a patrol party at Pedong near the Tibetan 
12 
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frontier reaulted in the increase in the sales of the Ealimpong opium 
shop from 23 seers in 1937-38 to 40 seers in 1938-39 and to 50 seers in 
1939-40. This increased sale gave an annual extra revenue of Rs. 4,800. 

As regards foreign liquor, the increase in the rate of whdleeale and 
retail license fees and the imposition of a fee on the transport of the 
liquor from Customs Houses by persons other than those holding excl8^!^ 
licenses led to an improvement in the revenue from foreigti liquor by 
Rs. 60,000 per annum. The new transport fee, I may explain, was 
imposed with a two-fold purpose, viz., (a) to prevent unfair competition 
by clubs and societies with the licensees, and (h) to bring in income. 

The incidence of taxation on ganja was Rs. 76*70 per seer in 1935-36 
but was raised to Rs. 77*42 per seer in 1939-40. This enhanced taxation 
brought in an additional revenue of Rs. 23,000 per year. The strict 
surveillance of the preventive parties in the Naogaon Ganja Mahal and 
bordering areas resulted in the improvement in sales in many licensed 
shops of ganja in the districts of Rajshahi, Bogra and Malda. 

Sir, I take this opportunity to point out that if prohibition is to be 
introduced successfully the first step forward must be the suppression 
of illicit traffic in liquors and drugs. Otherwise the object of prohibi- 
tion will be frustrated by the activities of the illicit traffickers. This 
Government have recognised this and have been takfhg steps accord- 
ingly. In this connection I may mention the activities of the Central 
Detective Department under the Excise administration of the province. 
The House will remember that in the wake of the civil disobedience 
movement, the menace of illicit trade in liquor and drug increased 
very alarmingly. To cope with the evil, an experimental Department, 
named the Central Detective Department, was organised in the year 
1933-34 on the lines of the Criminal Investigation Department of the 
Police. The results obtained were so satisfactory that the Department 
was strengthened in 1935-36 and again in 1936-37 when a Deputy Com- 
missioner was placed at its head in place of a Superintendent of Exice. 
The number of cases detected by the staff of this department were 1,343, 
1,234 and 1,364, respectively, during the last three years, most of them 
being of an imj)ortant nature. During the current year this depart- 
ment has been placed on a permanent footing. 

Turning to prohibition, which is our accepted policy, the difficulties 
which oonfront us in the immediate enforcement of total prohibition 
were explained on the floor of this House on previous occasions. I do 
not want to tire the patience of the House by repeating them. I may 
however remind the House of the fate of prohbition in Bombay and 
other provinces. 

For the purpose of educating the people, vigorous propaganda by 
p^ial and non-official agencies is necessary. Government have 
prepared a film on the subject of ‘‘Drink E-vil” which is now being 
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exhibited in different parte of the province. The experiment in 
prohibition having proved a aucceAs in Noakhali, Government have 
decided to extend the experiment to certain parte of the neighbouring 
districts of Tippera and Chittagong. 

Sir, while discussing the Excise Administration of Bengal 1 cannot 
’*^ut inform the House of the welcome and steady growth of the pharma- 
ceutical industry in the province. The manufacture of Mritmanjihani 
has been growing in the province and has replaced similar stuff of 
foreign make both in Bengal and outside. Thirteen bonded labora- 
tories in Calcutta and one at Eonnagore continue to manufacture 
medicinal preparations and tinctures. The total quantity of rectified 
spirit issued to such laboratories and permit-holders during 1939-40 
was 212,142 L.P. gallons as against 209,345 L. P. gallons in the 
previous year. The following statistics of such isues during the last 
5 years show the grow’th of the pharmaceutical industry in this 
province : — 


Year. 

1936.36 

1936 - 37 

1937 - 38 

1938 - 39 
^ 939-40 


L. P. gallona. 
194.148 
198,889 
207,702 
209,346 
212,142 


Sir, I shall conclude with a few words on tw'o other subjects which 
have engaged public attention. First, w'ith a view to give public 
opinion an effective voice in the excise administration, licensing of 
excise shops and the selection of sites for new shops arc being placed 
more and more under the control of the Licensing Boards, cojistituted 
with officials and non-officials having intimate knowledge of the parti- 
cular localities. These Boards have been working satisfactorily. The 
Calcutta Licensing Board rejected 76 applications for new' shops. The 
mufassal Licensing Boards also rejected as many as 89 applications for 
new shops. It may be mentioned in this connection that to prevent 
the jMJssibility of new shops being oj>ened in places where there is no 
genuine demand for them, orders have been passed prohibiting the 
sanctioning of new shops without the previous approval of Government. 


Next, with a view to remove the shortage in the number of Muslims 
and that of members of the Scheduled Castes among the holders of 
Excise licences, Government have passed orders to the effect that in 
districts where the representation of the minority communities is dis- 
propoHionately small, special consideration should be given to their 
claims in accordance with the ratio fixed for the minority communities 
in the Communal Ratio of services in selecting new licensees. 
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Sir^ I jfiven facts and figures regarding the Excise administra- 
lioxi with a view to remove any possible misapprehension in the minds 
of the HOn’ble Members. I commend the demand for the considera- 
tion and ajjproval of thi House. 

MFi A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand^ 
for Ks. 22,29,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial 
Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Excise Reform 

^ ^ 

til? ^ £(Sc<i OTt? Assembly ti)^^ Councilti] 

ortfror i ^ tii^ ^ ^<>0^ i 

iflCTR I (?Ft^ 

^PT?rl? ^rfPT tiii3fi[ TPr5t? ^artr^ <ii 

^ ^ Ul? Excisetil^ ^ gl? MIO (TFtfl? 

^s\us 'briPtt ^trtH ’itifPri ^ i tii? ^ 

^ C'TQin ^ I 'BftiT? \0 ^5^ 

'il^ C^Tffi i?tn ^ I ^ C^tff I \5tc^ 

omft? c^Tnir^ ^ ^ i ^ • 

c’fcH ^ ?p^ tax 3rfTOr (TfTt^ ^!mi ^ a^rm i 

c^sTsfi ?nr ^ ^ f% c^Ftc^ ^ (7F\uf ^ i 

JUS Retrenchment (TJinr JS ^ 

^ I ElectionopiJ ^ Ft^ JPftTS 

(J Party meeting C5lnrf^ '^fPnn %Tf|^ 

CWn J\J\ IndustriestiJ? Mill C«(t^ I 

5?c.^ I ^ ^ 1 Bata Com- 
pany^ Bengal Chemical and Bengal Immunity 

’Tt^ tp$T!r 5t»i^ ^iwT^ c^it^ 

iR I Minister^ C5ff^ ?f^5T^ R til?* Member?bQ 

^ ^nrat'l cm c-stTR I yig rl t c?t i 

c?^ ^Rt?t? c?l^ ?7?n R ^ I ^8r*HT ’fW? c?Tr^ ?t?T c? 

t^^lCH C ?t^1? ?t?n ?tPPF C?VSiH fdC^H <il^ (THtR ^$t?l ^,<lOO\ ?1 

o»ooc\?t?n fror mR i wchc? ^ ?t?i jwvi ( 7 iti 

CR I ^ tpft®l f?U5 ^Itft I C*rRlf^ C? V5t?l ^ 

^11 ?w? ?t¥i R fRipR I c? <?rft ?t??i ’ll? 

^5fCR ?t?R ^Rttl CR vok^lc'n ^9fRT ?t?n I ?f?n S’ftRN 
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’TW (?rft‘ tfortw^ I ^t^^PfC*fer Wf 

'S ^ r Huq Mioi^ry 

m Muslim Ministry. v*»tC5l01 f% (?^ Excise Policy 

^fOR I c4t^(H ft’tfR ^FOR %n ?t5^ (STOtCl^ Muslim 

"^ni^try c^tor sftft OftC? Excise Policy 

«il?r ^ C^ OT C^ C31tOR ^ yr (Tf^tR ^ ^ 

^ ^ I ^aiRR ^ omo^ 03? ft?1 ^ ?C? I f%l 

'Htf? f^nsiRi ofto^ 5t^ oqj frw&i cwi c^ '®R7ti ^srwoR c?rii 
??RRi w (Ro? c?tor S%? (TRi 

osrtr? c-sii:^, ^ srv sr^ ^ c?ior c^to^ i ^ ostR 
^f?3r?t? c^tor^ I c?^ c*ROT ^ ^ (Rir^ ?R i 

^ *4^ fw fror (tro^s c?Wi ?r forf^&i ?F5 i ^i? ft?i 
xtjR? ?*t, <4?* ?7 1 or ftrPfc? ?R5R 05lo^ ??, c? i^Ihv 

?t3?CT FfiutfflH ?T? (71? fsrf^ f% OFfO? «^!^^\!>H ROl 6l<ilCHi C?05 ^ftC? 
151 ’«rff? ?^f05 ^Itf? ^ I (Cries of shame.) ii? CR? f% C^ITS 

HlC'fl ^]RR1 I 4 TO7R ^\6H (TFfOr I 031^ ?rt? 

, c^l^lcH^ , ?lRc*l^ I *4^ ^ ’{s[^4 OrfC? ?«T?f? '^14 f^F^ c*l^ I 
tfTOT^ ?Tor^ ^4? ®n? Ooft 'srRt? ?fTR ^<OIO®1>? 

?f? <3 ^44^1 ^r^Cvii 15tr5tC5T ^!Rt?fOT SScfl f?05 

I (Rm^itfsT? ?i5 c^ ii?# cw^mr (TRtr? i5RRf (y[\uf ^ 
^ (71^ Prohibition^? ?T?n I fV? (TRtOT® 

•31 succes.^ul CsrfORRl I meeting ?f C^Toi 7?, ?<? 

Ordinance mft (TFtC^ ^afTTR ??? ??, ?R 

CaRTT ft05 5? ^<R ^arf^^Tt? ^SToR ?? ?l I C?-ft ??? STtO^ ?1 I S^W? 

?R?t? (TRt? ?3 j ''®rtOT, ^??t? C?«Tt? ??? ?l I ^F? ?'*t?0? 

?? OR ?0? ■affPl ^ I ?t?l ?ts»lfC'fCi Prohibition ?0? «rff? 

?i I >4 osRt? OR ?? 1? I fl? cw^n ?fu? OR ?o? I 03 ^ 

0?0®^ ^<CH, i|flc*t^ ??t? ?^??1 I *4^ ^*<fl C5tOW^ 

C? ^1r? -F4MR t|^R ?t^ C^tC?C^, wfwtit &&C? Of?t? 

?j[f%o? ?Ri C4tnrc^, RpRi ?? (7?T? tfj (.'firc^ 4i?rs 5 ?rf 

^irfiTO? ?t^ C5U^Cfc I wf^ ?T7PFt tax (?FT0? (TTR^TT C^\W5 4?-: 

csfto?? c?t?03 4^3 4‘WH f? ; 4 ?* ?c?q w?- 

?t?1?0*t? ’ytO’^^? V?t? fr?:^, 4?* ?TJ^ fr^TF TOR 

I 4^ (RtO? ^?Tf? 4? tpsRfl’ CTOf^ I 

Dr. QOBIIiDA CHANDRA BHOWMICK : 8ir, I beg to moire that the 
demand of Rs. 22,29,000 for expenditure under the head ‘^8 — ProvinoiiU 
Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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Excise ^*lt3Rn C?sfC^ ^ ^ 

Provincial Autonomy ^ ^ ciC^ ^aft^ftm OTV^ 

ajnpt: I <JpJ^ Bombay 

?fl?l?*t Prohibition C5?1 ^ Cftnrf^ <il^ ^ 

C?tC?rf^^ I Madras^il? Districtil^ (TNt??? WW CSTl^^^ 

^ (7Ntr*T C^'lt^rtlftlt Prohibition (TT^tPf C^ 

viSl^ I ®T^ C®TtC^Rr ?ft7 *t *T**F c*Tt^ 

C*fC^ ', vttC^ Government<il^ ^PF I 

GovernmentNQ ^ftC^ ^ Prohibition ^tTST^ \ 5tC^ 

^ PlGlf^ol I 'Jft’TtC'f? Governmentiil? Exciseiil^ 

^ Budget C^ Of^ C^Ftfr ^ I ^ 

ikiR (?Ftnj I w^sTS firPr? i 

^ wtt^r i w c^fnr (Tn?^ cs^ 

f^tTTO' I '®rrf^, 13f% C^ (Tn?*P CeTt^ C^lOT^I 

Medical Scienceil I 

(TFt^ (7Ti“ I OT*P OTf^ ^ ^5tU$ 

<il^N ^*t3rP f%5 tfCVl'a^H ^ ^ I ^ 

c'¥l^t^ ^ ^$t?n ?^t«T (?r*f w, ^^tm, tot c?^3in i 

Government 'STtW Nation-building^^ ^vfi ^rr^R I 

^ C^Ff^ Nation-building ^ ^ I ^ ^'f 

^ ^r I 'otHk'TH I 

'Bimi ^ CT, l ^Ftcw? ^lr*r?I Govemment- 

^F^TT c«nk^^ (.b»\i*l) (TPtC^ I ^ ^ C^FtlR 

CoTtc^ ^ ^ ?mi i ^nryi 

^f’5^ ^ I BombayC5 Prohibition successful C5tnrft^ I 

^ Congress Government vff^Cvtl C5t^ ^ I 

Prohibition <4^ *Tt(R \St?n 4^61 f%J c^hC^H 

^n 4 ^n C*Ptr® ^ I ^«t, 4^ Government4? 

4^ (?f^ 4^ C^ OG ^PF ^1 C^tm^ 4 ^1 (TT tax 

c«k^ ^sTt^ ^ c<u>¥ C3\tz^ c^ 

^ ^ <1PF ^ OPPt^ JfT^P (Rft I Industrial areaG5 C^TfC^ 

cm^ ^ *pr ^ (71^ <pr ^ ^ ^ ^Pn, 

(Tinr OTi ^stRr? c^c^rf^n^Ri ’it? 

^ C*m? ?1 I Industrial areac^ ?trs ^*t5T C^ ’ll? ^ 

?m! 4?: ?mc?W? ®6r? c*Pft? ?7?^ ???ft? i 4 ’ric^ ^*t?i 
4?v ^ ?1 I 
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*fftm fw^ frora ti^ eflfeot ^ vf 

C3!tc^ <4^ (TOT ^Tt% ^ inri ¥frar^ 

■nftftr, ^prrt®t 5TI ^ <ii^ fvf^OTT tfunr c>r^?i 

^fm ^ I ^ c^ ^ ?i I ^stum c^ i 

, m C?, ?!^ ^ C4U5 ^ ^ (TT 

^1 ^ ^ ^ f%3ft (TFtnr iJ^R ^4t (?7lnr8 

^artftR, -51* ran ^ I ^ ^"tnr cmi ^ ^slt i 

Government illicit distillation ^ C5fel I Government irf? 

^ fir^ <ii^: 'irmi <?f^ o$tTO ^ 

C^ ^ ^ illicit distillation 

^ ^ a^ I ^ o«iU5 ftr^ ^ «fR, ^9^, wi c^ 
^ C^tsTt? C4l-iic^ I ^ TRtw <i3T!T ^aRTt7 (iir^ ^JtC^ ^*tnr ^ 
^ ^(5*< C^I(.<iC5 I Prohibition should be complete. ';5fU5 

c^fr*R (R ?n (7R (TT 'arsT ^ ^ 

^Str^; ^ ^ C^ f%5 ^ l ^arfSF Government f^rraR ’«r%f 

WR ^ (R step (TTfrl ^ »R I ’«rr3rR srj 

<frt :!n (TFt^ <frt^ ^ » 

(R Coalition *RT yr^RTTOT (R*n, ifPrl C^R 

^ ’Ttr^ yRRR I ^ <ii^ (R «frt^ ?rtiR ^<rtr gt1 %n i ^iTu^ 

c^ feRn ^PTTi c^rc5$H omRfirpR I ift?n 

^ ^ ^TOR vSRi (?R Bengal complete prohibition c yf C i ^.H 

^ I 'sR’rsf ’rfew?r?R ^ «rTfe i 'ir'^f^ 

Question ^arT^Ri yr^PTR, ^ R lT ?^ 

culture C5lU^ — ''Islam in danger.” Islam in danger 

^'c5T c^Tc-R c^rfc^ ^ (?mr5 ^ i ^icw^ '<rfii (r, 

Premier (R (Prohibition) f%»iT 3T^9t<f 

support C^t?R^ ^ IT^RR ^ ' HT l Hi Congress gX^Tl 

Minister^ ^ C^rfC^c^i, 'PnRTOT ^>lt?tR Q depart men t;ij^ ^ ^*lTOr 

Government t>t,«1fHh (R ^PTFI (RRRC^ C^ ^T^R W^T I ^ 

Sales Tax;ii? pt?n Prohibition^!^ ' ^CWC^ <4^ flM 

C5t® ^ I 

Mr. OAMBER 8INCH CURUNC: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the policy of 
the Government in the Excise Department has not been very satis- 
factory.^ Every year the Government say that their policy is, firstly, 
to have total prohibition, and, secondly, to have maximum of revenue 
with minimum of consumption, but so far they have not been able to 
io either of the two. As regards the total prohibition, they started 
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with the district of Noakhali which used to yield a revenue of only 
Rs. 4,000 out of the total revenue of 157 lakhs of rupees of the 
province. One would he inclined to say that it is nothing but farce. 
As for the other pol^y both the revenue and the consumption are on 
the increase. Just before the present popular Government took over 
charge of the province the total revenue under this head was only 134 
lakhs but on the very first year of their regime this figure shot up to 
157 lakhs of rupees and the consumption also increased on ac<X)unt of 
the introduction of cheaper quality of liquor. 

Total prohibtion, though quite possible and would have been the 
best thing, is not very desirable and I doubt very much whether the 
present Ministry will ever achieve this. Firstly, the question of 
levenue, /.e., 157 lakhs of rupees crops in. Unless and until some 
ways and means are devised to raise this amount from some other 
source it is not advisable to have total prohibition. Secondly, we have 
to think of the comfort and luxury of the people who can afford to 
drink, I mean the rich people. They have plenty of money. If they 
are asked to do some philanthropic work and give something in 
charity or contribute something towards nation-building work, they 
will never give, so let them drink, dance and be merry to their hearts 
content and thereby contribute something at least indirectly towards 
the nation-building works. Why should we have prohibition for these 
people? We want prohibition for the poor people. We want to save 
the poorer class of ])eople who cannot afford to have even tw-o square 
meals a day. I do not think that there is anybody in this House who 
would even for a moment say that these European gentlemen who are 
sitting just in front of me should be saved from being ruined by drink. 
They can afford to drink, so let them have it. It is for the poor people 
that we have to think. So the idea of total prohibition which cannot 
be achieved should be given up and the Government should try to find 
out some other means by which the Excise revenue will be intact and 
at the same time the poorer class of people will be saved from being 
ruined. It is not very difficult to do that as there is already the declar- 
ed policy of the Government to have maximum of revenue with 
minimum of consumption. If the Government are really very sincere 
in their desire to save the poorer class of people they should take 
courage in both hands and implement this policy. It is not very 
difficult to do this. The price of all kinds of liquor and drugs should 
be sufficiently raised so that it may be beyond the reach of the pocket 
of poor people. Let only the good quality liquor be supplied and let 
the price be not less than Rs. 3 per bottle. The poor class of people 
cannot buy it and the rich i)eople, who can afford let them do so. The 
price of the foreign liquor should be increased by at least 100 per cent. 
We are having so many taxes; sales tax, motor spirit tax, amusement 
tax, etc., etc. Why should we not have drink tax? Let the Maharajas, 
Rajas, Nawabs, Zamindars, Europeans and others who can afford, 
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oontribute to the Excise revenue indirectly so as to compensate the loss 
that will be incurred in depriving the poor class of people of the drink. 
If the Government be bold enough to do this it will be something like 
killing not only two birds but three birds with one stone; firstly, the 
main thing the revenue will be intact; secondly, the poorer class of 
-people will be saved, and, lastly, those who can afford and those who 
are against prohibition will be satisfied. If the Government cannot do 
even this much, they cannot be called other than, if it is not unparlia- 
mentary to say, hypocrites. 

Now, Sir, just a few words regarding the policy of the Government 
in the settlement of the Excise shops. Most of the shops have been 
given to the non-provincial men— the Biharis. Though these people 
resort to various dishonest means such as over-charge, dilution, short 
measure, etc., still the Government cannot remove them because the 
question of money predominates specially in this department. In reply 
to a letter from the Young Men^e Muslim Association, the Commis- 
sioner of Excise writes to say that the claims of any community cannot 
be considered in the settlement of the Excise shops unless that com- 
munity cointributes at least 50 per cent, of the Excise revenue. If this 
principle is to be followed, then why the claims of the hillmen in the 
district of Darjeeling who contribute more than 90 per cent, of the 
Excise revenue are not considered and the Biharis who contribute not 
even 5 per cent, of the revenue have been given preference. I think the 
princijffe to be followed in this case is the money. Whoever can fill 
the pocket of the Excise (officials can have the first claim. 

As regards the administration of the department, I was an Excise 
vendor for about three years and I know how it is being carried sj)ecial- 
ly the relation between the vendor and the officials. The vendors have 
to pay a certain fixed amount monthly to the officials from top to 
bottom, otherwise the vendors are harassed every now and then. If 
they are paid according to their demand one can do whatever one likes 
and they will shut their eyes. It is the Excise officials who encourage 
—rather compel— the vendors to resort to dishonest means as they have 
to make the extra income for payment to the officials. In Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong it is an open secret that the vendors charge 2 annas 
extra per bottle. The officials from top to bottom know this but their 
mouths have been shut with silver plugs. I once caught the vendor 
of Kalimpong country spirit shop charging 4 annas extra for one bottle. 
The vendor wanted to refund when I challenged. The evidence of four 
witnesses were taken by the Excise Sub-Inspector immediately after 
the occurrence and the matter was reported. After some months I got 
a letter from the Commissioner saying that as I had been agitating 
against the Excise shops mj' statement must be corroborated by some 
other officials. As regards the officials I have already stated, how 
their mouths are shut. 



182 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[22in> March, 


One more thing and then 1 hare finished. Sir, it is regarding how 
the subordinate officers have to work and carry out the orders. We 
have one very honest ^and strict officer in Darjeeling. Though he is 
very senior and has got good records to his credit his honesty stood 
on the way and he was not given charge of any circle, for his Boss 
would be deprived of his share from the vendors. He was once in* 
August, 1839, transferred to the Kalimpong circle but one visit from 
the vendor to the Superintendent was sufficient to have that order 
cancelled. Only about two months ago he has been transferred to 
Kalimpong. On his arrival he began to watch the sale throughout 
the day on hat days. He could do that only for two hat days I think, 
when the vendor being deprived of that 2 annas extra income per 
bottle ran to Darjeeling and the Superintendent in his turn motored 
to Kalimpong and gave ultimatum to the officer either to follow what 
his predecessor was doing, i.e., to allow the vendor to have his two 
annas extra or to leave the distrirt. Poor fellow who had been in the 
plains for a long time could not think of going down to the plains 
again. So the vendor is having a smooth sail now. Such is the 
condition. After I say all this in this House I apprehend this gentle- 
man will be put to trouble and may even be transferred. Tjet the 
Government charge even two rupees extra per bottle but why these 
vendors who get at least 8 to 9 hundred lupees net profit per month 
from the commission in each of the Darjeeling Sadar and Kalimpong 
ehops should be allowed to do whatever they like. I request the 
Government to look into all these things. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I would want to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to one question only and that is a 
very important question which does not affect the revenue receipt of 
the Government, The policy of Government as regards the selection 
of sites is very objectionable. It should (be the policy of Government, 
the popular Government, to see that sites are not selected near any 
educational institution and the Ministry should issue a circular from 
Writers’ ^uildinge to this effect to all the districts. I know that in 
the district of Malda in a village called Araidanga from which I 
come there was an opium and ganja shop near a school and on bringing 
this fact to the notice of the Superintendent of Excise, Malda, it was 
shifted, but it was again shifted to a place which was close to another 
school. There are many places in the villages, and there are many 
markets to which these shops could be shifted. But I do not know 
why it should not be laid down that a site should not be selected within 
the radius of one-fourth of a mile near any educational institution. 

I hope all the members will agree to this proposal of mine. I am not 
bringing forward any cut motion nor do I bring in any censure motion 
against the Ministry. 1 only want to draw the attention of the 
Ministry to this very important question. I hope they will not sleep 
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OT«r it. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that a circular 
is immediately issued to all the District Officers that shops should be 
removed as far as possible especially where shops are not located in 
any pucca buildings. Shops which may be located in thatched houses 
or in any rented houses can Ibe shifted very easily. I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will take my suggestion into consideration and do the needful. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARY MANDAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir. I wish to 
say a few words as to the policy of the Government with regard to 
the settlement of licences of excise shops. Before the introduction of 
the fixed fee system the licences of the excise shops were st'ttled by 
auction and the highest bidders used to get the li(‘ences. The members 
of the Suri community and a few Kalwars were the only bidders during 
that time. Many families were ruined due to this reckless bidding 
though the G^overnment revenue was highly increased due to rival 
bidding. 

After the introduction of the present fixed fee system in the pla(*e 
of auction system the excise shops became lucrative and the Govern- 
ment adopted the policy of settling shops with educated hhadralokji 
ignoring the claims of the members of the community who suffered 
severe losses during the auction system and who Mere considered 
untouchable in the society for this wine business. 

As to* the settlement of pachwai shops the daiius of a certain sec- 
tion of the Scheduled Caste community who are experts in the manu- 
facture of pachwai should (be recogni.sed by the Government. The 
members of the other community either caste Hindus or Muhammadans 
who have no knowledge of this pat'hv'ai business and who do not take 
part in the sale and sit idle at a distance from the sale counter with 
liandkerchief.s in their nose are being given the pachwai licences by 
the Government ignoring the claims of the expert community. They 
are to take the help of this community in manufacturing and in the 
management of their shops. They exploit the Scheduled Caste people 
who are now servants under them though they had shops previously. 
I must let you know, Sir, that in the district of Miduapur there are 
227 pachwai shpps out of which 21d are settled under the auction system 
and 14 are under the fixed fee system. You will not find a single so- 
called caste Hindu or Muhammadan bidding a pachwai shoj) in the 
auction system but out of the 14 shops under the fixed fee system 8 or 
9 shops have been settled with caste Hindu people. 

I request the Government to adopt a policy of settling ynchwai 
shops at least preferably with the members of this Scheduled (’aste 
community who are experts in pachwai manufacture. 

Now, Sir, I want to say a few words with regard to the prohibition 
which has been advocated by so many of my friends. 
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, the revenue received from the provincial excise 
is one crore seventy-five lakhs (Rs. 1,76,00,000) whereas the land 
revenue is 3 orores ^ lakhs and 18 thousand (Rs. 3,67,18,000). The 
excise revenue is about half of land revenue. 

A Government with a deficit budget of about one crore and thirty 
lakhs cannot ignore this income. So total prohibition will not be 
possible by the present Government. It should be gradual and cautious, 
we should not rush in. 

Moreover, we should watch the results of other provinces where 
the Prohibition has been introduced. The legal aspect of the thing 
should aUo be considered. The Bombay and Madras High Courts have 
declared the Prohibition of those provinces vltra mres. 

I doubt, Sir, whether the Governments who have introduced Prohi- 
bition have become successful. As to the Bihar Province which 
borders Bengal my first-hand information is that the Prohibition officers 
have not been able to check illicit distillation and illicit manufacture. 
Regular sales of illicit liquor have been going on. 

Introduction of 75 (per cent.) TJ. P. liquor, a cheap liquor, was 
a tremendous check on illicit distillation of liquor. Most of the 
consumers who used to take their supply from illicit sources began 
to take their supply from licensed shops because the difference in price 
of the licit and illicit spirit was not worth the risk of breaking the 
law with its penal consequences. Illicit distillation and import of 
outstill liquor from outside Bengal got a definite check. In the Asansol 
subdivision, from which place I have come, illicit import ot ontstill 
liquor from Bihar had become a menace to Government revenue. With 
the introduction of 76 (per cent.)i IT. P. liquor there was an immediate 
rise in the consumption in the shops adjoining the border thus proving 
that previously many of the consumers took their supply of out-still 
liquor from Bihar. This sudden rise also showed that there was a 
demand of low strength of liquor and it did not create a demand. It 
did not increase drunkenness. 

Wr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : Excise Depart- 

mentiij^ Hornet ^ 

I ws tprfOT crft 

^ tftOT I TPm *jpRr 

“iftOTf ^ (Trfel (TRT® ^ TO ^ I 

Coalition yieTTO 

^ 1 Sir, TO5 (?l ^ 
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^ ^ C5tc7 ^ I (tH <ih ¥trfT fSrar ^rtc¥ i cnt 

Prostitute quartervi] ^ tjtlT ^ltC*f I 

:fCinr ^ ^ Prostitute quarter'^ SSht Ofm I Ministerfl 

Coalition member^ ^tpRT ^ I ’rtC# 

^ ^ I f^sTtfe spr«t 

Stor c'f^ ^RT <ii^ csit^ 

v5?rv? ^ c-ftisrcsTi ^\5t« cTtcirc^, 

^ ?f1^ '8 C^ IVhC^ ^ I 4tf^- 

^ (TTsfi c-5tT:5n (7T^ csT^rti ^ f%5rrf% 3T^«r cvtc^ asitirof i 

^r^f^rsPn ^ c^Tot (ti ^nns crli:? c^ti^ i ^JlaiuWn^* 

vi]^* Coalition party^ member^ — C*H 

c>^ ^ ^ ^Tn *p c^Ft^oi, 4iw?r ^rTcti i 

'3* ^ ^ f?R?*t^ TOT I 

<s\^ fV, SfSr? (?r3^ ^ ^ 

Ministers f% I (Laughter.) ^3*^ C^tC^TH 

Moslem L6agueii^ Moslem I ^ 

3nf, ^ CTfCKf I (TfR c^ easily, 

(7PR ^ C5tc5^' ^ 3^Tn c^tew^ i 

CHfflHfPiy ccHt^^j ^sprt^ <lt^ (?rtr5T ^toi, , (pfRft m3 

<fhr (TmiNtfiry member^ f% C^ ^PT, 

^ ^t!f% ^ I <4^ ^ I5ty 

^l(.eift>*ii (.5lcyc^^, ■‘i^i ^ iSf^cy c*+^ly c^ih '^(.'ih^ ?ir 

Pt I ypr ^ c?tr^ TPm C5lci>^ i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^ (^ yp^cii ^‘41 ^ I 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : ^ Coalition party^ momberC^f? 
^cyty (TPMI — vote Off^VS #n 

‘il’!^ 5R ^ I ^^Win C*f^ FWy Cy riot CUfTO^ ^ 

c^ c^tnir^ I c^rtr^ ^ ^ ®jR»pT 

C5try ^1 ^ ^ ‘f|cfT5t9Pt^ 4^yt^yi oti 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. 8YEO AHMED KHAN ; ■5f*t«n, -Stf? 'JTf'sf JH CYm 

4CY1 c«(c^ ■S’srft, Jfirft ^ 5n v9^; »Rlw, ’rara ?rYi *ttc5f 
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TIm Hpn’bN Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
much has been said by different speakers on this important tiuestion 
of prohibition, but may I ask whether any one can suggest in all 
seriousness that the introduction of prohibition in this province is a 
feasible and practical proposition at the present moment? I shall 
only enumerate some of the reasons why it is not feasible. First of 
all, Sir, the time is not ripe for its introduction; the people are not 
educated enough to agree to the policy of prohibition. There are 
different castes, creeds and communities in Bengal; there are the 
Chinese, the Burmese, the Rajbansis, the Madrassis, the Paharias, and 
the aboriginals. Amongst this heterogeneous elements, it is impossible 
to introduce prohibition. Then, Sir, in the provinces where prohibition 
has been partially introduced, what do we find? You will find that 
the policy has failed everywhere 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Even in Madras? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Yes; and why? 
Because this policy of prohibition has increased the number of illicit 
traffickers in each of those provinces. In Madras it has rken by 189 
per cent. ; in the United Provinces by 403 per cent. ; and so on. There 
are other implications also which have to be considered in this connec- 
tion. There are certain aboriginal sect^ amongst whom it is 
impossible to introduce prohibition. Nature has provided for them 
intoxicating articles in abundance and they have got peculiar ‘religious 
and social customs which enjoin that these people should indulge in 
intoxicating drugs and drinks. Such is the case with the Orangs 
and Sonthals. Do you think that it would be a practicable proposition 
to prohibit the drinking of pachv'ai amongst these peoples? So far as 
liquors are concerned, prohibition has failed in those provinces \\hi(‘h 
introduced it. It has failed in respect of ganja in Madras, and in 
Sind in respect of chara^. Then, Sir, there was a case in Bombay 
on this question of prohibition and as such there is legal difficulty in 
introducing prohibition. 

I shall now come to the question of revenues derived from Excise. 
In comparison with the other provinces the revenues derived in Bengal 
is much less and that proves that the people of Bengal are less addicted 
to drinks and drugs than the people of the other provinces. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; We know that. 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: You know that, 
but you always attack the Excise policy of Government. 

Then, Sir, I shall quote the figures of Excise Revenues of the 
different provinces in India. The revenues of Bengal are 
Rs. 1,16,28,156; of Bombay, Rs. 1,99,15,213; of Madras, 
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Es. 3,38,16)414. As regvurds per capita Excise revenue, Bengal spends 
fiye annas and four pies; Bombay spends one rupee one anna and ten 
pies; Madras spends twelve annad and three pies; Bihar five annas 
and eleven pies and the Central Provinces and Berar spend six 
annas and six pies. The average consumption per 100 men is as 


follows : — 

Country spirit. 

Gallons. 

Bengal 


... M8 

Madras 


... 1-92 

Bombay 

Opium. 

... 395 



Seer. 

Bengal 


... 06 

Madras 


... 06 

Bombay 


... 06 

Now, coming to 

average taxations per 

gallon or seer in diflerent 

provinces what do 

we findP The position 

as regards country spirit 

is — 



*bengal 


... 9*39 

Madras 


... 1315 

Bombay 


... 12-21 

U. P. 


... 1619 

C. P. 


... 6-17 

Bibar 


... 4-78 

Assam 


... 6-73 


(The Hon’ble Minister having reached his time-limit resumed bis 
seat.) 

The motions of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed and Dr. Gobinda Chandra 
Bbowmik tbat tbe demand of Rs, 22,29,000 for expenditure under 
tbe bead '*8 — Provincial Excise'' be reduced by Rs. 100 were then 
put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AY8f~S1. 
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NMH AN Nktvikiry, Mr.lyM. 
4alil««tf|a Haihtay, Ur. lyM. 
^taaft All MtlaM^ar, Maaltl. 
Kaauir, Mr. Alai OlMWira. 
Kaaia. Mr. Nlihttha Natk. 

Maji, Mr. AtfwaHa Kaaiar. ^ 
Majaaikar, Mn. Haaiaprtwa. 
Maaial, Mr. Jaiaakra Nalk. 
Ma<kal Haiaia, Mr. 

Naikar, Mr. Htai kkaaira. 


MaaakarAI^Mr.tfaN. 
Praaiaaik, Mr. Tarteitkaraa. 
RaariaaMla Akaittf, Mr. 
lajr, Mr, Maaaialka Matt. 
iaayaJ, Mr.iataaka Nfckar. 
•kakfiaH, Mr. 

•kaaitaMla AkaHd, Mr. M. 
•lafka, taka Kikatra Natk. 
Waliar Rakaiaa, Maald. 


NOEt— 74. 


ANal NaaiM. Mr. A. M. 

Akial Kariai, Mr. 

Aktfal LaUf tlawai, Maalvl. 

Akkal MaJM. Mr.lyttf. 

Akail Wakak Kkaa. Mr. 

Aktfalla*AI Makaiaatf. Mr. 

Akaar RaMkia Makaiaaa, Mr. 

Akaar Raakaaa, Maalvl Ma. 

Akaar Raaf, Kkaa takaar Maalvl 1. 

Akaar Raat. Kkaa lakaaarlhak. 

Akaat Ikakaaa. Maalvl Ma. 

Akal Hatklia, Maalvl. 

Akal Haiala Akaita, Mr. 

Akal Qaaiaai, Maalvl. 

Akaita All Mriaka. Maalvl. 

Akaita Nttala, Mr. 

Atfuaaaia Akaita, Kkaa Kakakar MairtvI. 
Aikralall, Mr. M. 

Aalaa Htitaia Kkaa, Kkaa takaaar Maalvl. 
Aikar All, Maalvl. 

■tll-Nart, MImP.I. 

■Irkaiyrt, Hr Haary, Rart. 

■Itwai, Mr. Railk Lai. 

OklkptNalt, Mr. a. W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Ral lakik KIrtt Ihaiaa. 

Dan, laka Otktaara Natk. 
lakar, Mr. Uptni^aaatfc. 

Parkaa Rata Ohtwakary, Mr. M. 

Parkat Raat Khaaaia, Rtgaai. 

PaMal Qaailr, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Faalar Rakiaaa, Mr.(Oatta). 

RlaMlai, Mr. D. 

Raraaf, Mr. Daaiktrtlafk. 

Haiiataia Cktaikarl, Maalvl. 
Nataaaaaaaiaa, Maalvl Mi. 

Haiktai All Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 
Natlaa Mankti, Mn., M.R.K. 


Nattaiallr iaaiaiar, Kkaa lakik Maalvl. 
lirit Akaiti Mia, Maalvl. 

Kakiraiila Kkaa. Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

Kaitai All Mina, lakiksaia Kawaa iak lyti. 
Maaial, Mr. Raaka Rtkarl. 

Maaial, Mr. ia|at Okaaira. 

Maalraiila Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Maiai All Kkaa Paaal, AI-NaiJ Maalvl. 

Mtriaa, Mr. g., O.I.E. 

Mttitai Ail Mtllak, Maalvl M. 

Mtiaaiaiti Naa, Maalvl Mi. 

Mahaaiaiai Altai, Khaa Rakaiar Maalvl kyti. 
Mahamaiai kliiiaat, Kkaa Rakaiar Or. lyti. 
Mallitk, Ikt Hta’kit Mr. MakaNAftkary. 
Maiiitk, Mr. Palla Rtkary. 

Mathtrraff Htuain, Ikt Nta’kit Ntarak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakaiar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tht Hta*klt Mr. Praiaaaa Dtk. 

Raiaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

•aiaraiiin Akaiti, Mr. 

•arkar, Raka Maikaiaiaa. ' 

•aMtta, Mr. R. M. 

•kahabaiiin, Mr. Kkwaja, C.R.E. 

•haaiittiiln Akaiti Khtaikar, Mr. 
tiaelair, Mr. 4. F. 

•iriar, Raka Litta Mania, 
taiith, Mr. H. Rrakant. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Stotn, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Sahrawariy, tht Hta'klt Mr. N.S. 

Tamliaiila Kkaa.tkt Hta’klt Mr. 

Ttftl Akaiti Oktaikary, Maalvl Hail. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wtriiwtrtk, Mr. W. C. 

Ytaiaf Mina. 

Yataf All Oktaikary. Mr. 


The Ayes being 31 and the Noes 74, the motions were lost. 

The motion of the Hon^ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raiknt that a sum of 
Rs. 22,29,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial 
Excise’’ was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 12-10 p.m. till 4-45 p.m, on Monday, 
the 24th March, IMl, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 24th March, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present! 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 172 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Fishery Enquiries. 

M86. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased So state — 

(i) how many Fishery Enquiries were held during the last 40 
years ; 

(u) who were the officers appointed or deputed to make such 
enquiries ; 

(iii) who were the experts appointed by the Government and from 

where they were brought; and 

(iv) what was the expenditure incurred by the Government for 

each enquiry (to be shown separately)? 

(5) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of the reports of those enquiries and the decision of Government, if any, 
thereon? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan)i (a) (i) Six. 

(«) Sir (then Mr.) K. G. Gupta, Messrs. K. C. De and T. Southwell, 
Dr. J." T. Jenkins, Mr. A. Ahmad and Dr. M. E. Naidu. 

{in) All the officers appointed to hold the enquiries were officers 
of this Government except Dr. Naidu who was brought from Madras. 
13 



190 


QUESTIONS. 


[24th March, 


{iv) The expenditure incurred on the enquiry held by Dr. Naidu 
was B8.19,d49. Inform^ion repirding the expenditure incurred in 
connection with the other enquiries which were held long ago ie not 
readily available. 

(h) Copies of the reports of Messrs. K. G. Gupta, K. C. De and 
Dr. Naidu are placed on the Library table. No spare copies of the 
reports of Messrs. Southwell and Ahmad and Dr. Jenkins are available. 
The volume containing the report of Mr. K. G. Gupta laid on the 
table contains the Government resolution thereon. As a result of the 
enquiries held by Messrs. Gupta, De, Ahmad and Dr. Jenkins, a joint 
Department of the Fisheries for the Provinces of Bengal and Bihar 
and Orissa, was established in 1912. Mr. Southwell’s report resulted 
in the separation of the Fishery Department of Bengal from that of 
Bihar and Orissa and the constitution of an independent Fishery 
Department with a Director of its own. On the basis of Dr. Naidu’s 
report, it is in contemplation to revive the Department of Fisheries 
which was abolished on the recjommendation of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee of 1923, with a Director of Fisheries and a nucleus staff under 
him. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when the report was submitted by Dr. Naidu? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 suppose in 1939. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’bl^ Minister be pleased to state 
whether he has distributed the report amongst the members of the 
Assembly ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; No, Sir. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether action will be taken on the report during the year 1941-42.® 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not think that wiU 
be possible. The first step that we are going to take is to set up a 
Fishery Department, and when we have set up the department, the 
question how far we can give effect to the recommendation of Dr. Naidu 
will be considered. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether a private company is taking advantage of the report of 
Dr. Naidu, because the Government is not going to do anything? 
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TiM Hon’W* Mr TAMIZUODIM KHAN: I am very glad to learn 
that a private company is going to take advantage of the report of 
Dr. Naidu. The more the report is taken advantage of the better it is 
for Bengal. 

Mr« SHAHEDALIS I want to know whether the Hoirble Minister 
is aware of thatP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No; I am not aware of 
that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he thinks that the improvement of fisheries in 
Bengal is urgently necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: That is not a matter of opinion, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My point is that in 1923 the 
department was abolished, and now it is 1940. I want to know whether 
the Government of Bengal still do not think it necessary to improve 
the fishery. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now you can ask your question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the present Cabinet thinks that the improve- 
ment of fisheries is the most important question now facing Bengal and 
whether it wants to expedite itP 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may answer the last question, Mr. Tami*- 
uddin £han. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANl Government are more 
anxious than anybody else to improve the fisheries. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
idaased to state whether Government are ready to distribute the report 
of Dr. Naidu amongst the members before any action is taken? 

Tba Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think that the report 
will be available. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether on the instruction of the Government of Bengal a two-storied 
building has been erected within Matlab police-station to start a fishery 
school ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANs I do not know. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that ex-Finance 
Minister Mr. N. R. Sarker laid the foundation stone of that particular 
school P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The honourable member 
seems to know more than I do. 

Death of twro prisoners in Dinajpur Jail. 

M87. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Rupeshwar Barman and Maniram Barman, two 
convict prisoners, died in the Dinajpur Jail recently in January last? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the dates on which they died; 

(u) the diseases of which they died; 

(tu) when they were attacked with the diseases they died of; 

(iv) when they were admitted into the jail hospital for treatment; 
(r) whether the relatives of the deceased prisoners were intimated 
of their illness when it took serious turn; if so, when; 

(vt) the last dates up till which they were engaged in jail task 
before admission into the hospital; 

(vit) what were their tasks in the jail; 

(vtu) what were their respective weights when they were first 
admitted into the jail; 

(u) when their weights were taken last before their death; 

(a) the dates on which they were admitted in the jail; and 
the dates on which they were convicted? 

The Hoii>bl0 8ir BUOY PRA8AD EfNCH ROY: (iz) if o one 
named Rupeswar Barman was admitted into the Dinajpur Jail. 'Moid* 
ram Barman died there and the subsequent answers refer to hiin. 

(6) (i) 25th January, 194^ 

(u) Pneumonia. 
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(tit) and (it?) 17th January, 1941. 

(v) Yes: on 23rd January, 1941. 

(vi) and (vii) In the outside-garden up to 17th January, 1941 

(viii) 106 lbs. 

(ix) On 12th January, 1941. 

(:r) 13th NoTember, 1940. 

(ai) 19th December, 1940. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to a previous 
answer to the same question, the Hon’ble Minister was pleased to 
admit that two persons died, although the names were not correct 
according to himP 

8PEAKER. All that he said was that some people died. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Very well, Sir. Will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether a second death took 
place? The name Rupeswar Barman may be mistaken. But has he 
got information that a second prisoner also died? On the previous 
occasion the Honb’le Minister admitted that there were two deaths. 

Mr. SPEAKERS So far as the name is concerned, Barman is 
correct. 

8A8AMKA 8EKHAR EANYAL. We want to know whether he 
has got information on that point; otherwise we are helpless. 


Mr. 8PEAKER; You may ask whether any other Barman besides 
Maniram Barman died. 

TIm Hon’bla 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: On the Iasi; 

occasion I sajd that the names were mistaken and that they were not 
also security prisoners under the Defence of India Rules. They were 
ordinary prisoners. Here also the name is not correct. 

8A8AIIKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS I pwfectly appreciate that. 
My question is general and very clear. I want to know whether besides 
M&nirasDi JBarman any other Barman died inAhe Dinajpur Jail and, if so, 
irhei^and of what disease? 

TN Sir ■IJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: The name is 

jBknaao fhd not Rupeswar Barman. 
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Mr« 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Am 1 to understand that the 
second prisoner is Maheswar Barman F 
0 

The Hon’bto 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROYs Tes, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; If so, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly answer the questions which have been asked in connec- 
tion with Maniram Barman P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, that is not fair. You can ask of what 
disease he died, and so on. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Maheswar Barman died and of what disease? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: The honourable 
member should give me fresh notice; otherwise I cannot answer this 
question offhand. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I seek your intervention, Sir, 
in this matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 also seek your intervention. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to his reply 
(h) (Hi) and (ir) and (A)(n) and {rii) wdiere it is said that he was 
attacked with pneumonia on the 17th January, 1941, that he was 
engaged in the outside garden up to 17th January, 1941, and that he 
was admitted into the hospital on the 17th, does the Hon ’ble Minister 
think it desirable to enquire as to whether the convict who w'as 
suffering from pneumonia on the 17th could have been engaged in 
garden work on that day? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that follow P A man may be working 
in the morning, but he may fall ill in the evening. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, may I submit that it takes 
some time to develop pneumonia, it cannot come all of a sudden. In 
reply to (luestion (b) (Hi) and (iv), viz., when they were attacked 
with the diseases they died of, etc., the Hon’ble Minister says, 17th 
January, 1941. That means clearly that the prisoner was attacked 
with paetpuonia on the 17th January and admitted inlo the jail hospital 
on that day, but it seems from tbe reply (h) (m) and (rii) that 
he was efijgfj^ed in t|ie outside garden up tb thu lYth Jahuary. There 
am oerteinly medical officers and coMpoundets in the jfiB. But how 
is that he st|Q^ti|ragBd in the outside gi^en ihc!Uigti he was 
attacked with pueumonraf 
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Mr> SPEAKER: TLat question does not follow, as I have said 
before, because he might be engaged in the morning and might fall 
ill in the evening. Please try to make it as clear as possible. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if by his reply (h) {in) he means that the prisoner was 
cttackecT with pneumonia on the 17th January? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: iVs, Sir. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: men was he attacked-in the 
morning or in the evening? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I have no infor- 
mation, but I can understand what the honourable member wants to 
suggest. Is it very difficult to conceive of a case in which when the 
case is first diagnosed the patient had already developed pneumonia? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the Hon ble Minister said 
in reply to a supplementary question that the convict was attacked with 
pneumonia on the 17th January; so the continuance of fever 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Why should the 
honouraJ?le member presume that the prisoner must have fever first and 
he must have been indisposed for two or three days ? It is a case which 
from the first diagnosis was found to be a case of pneumonia. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Even if that is the reply, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he thinks it desirable to 
enquire as to how and why the man who was attacked with pneumonia 
on the 17th was engaged in the jail garden on the same day? 

The Hoii’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a mere 
coincidence. 

Mr. ATUl KRISHNA GHOSIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the report of the doctor on the very first day 
of the admission of the patient into the hospital? 

The HsbHiIo Sir BidOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHIIA GHOfii Is it ^ Isot that the doctor found 
out that both th. lungs were aft|oted oa the Hthf - 

. ' / . ' , - J ' 

Th. Hon'M. Sir ■MOY PBAMD MlfGH ROYl I mk for notice. 


■* 
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Mr. ATUL KRItHNA CHOSE S Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry whether the patient was suffering from long 
before the 17th and th^ he was admitted? 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Evidently, Sir, 
he was not suffering before the 17rh, for in that case he would not have 
been allowed to work. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has got definite information that the convicted 
prisoner was not suffering from before the 17th P 

The Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am almost 
definite on that point. The man was actually working on the 17th 
and from that I infer that he was not ill before. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to let the House know about the report of the first day of the 
admission of the patient? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

•j 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Shall we take it then that the 
Hon’ble Minister has no definite information as to whether the convict- 
ed prisoner was suffering from long before the 17th and depends on 
inference only from the fact that he was engaged in work till the 17th? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

MicMIe English anti high English schools for Sohsdulstf Castas in tha 

Province. 

•188. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the total number of (1) middle English and (2) 
high English schools at present existing in Bengal mainly managed 
by the Scheduled Caste people or largely attended by the Scheduled 
Caste students, district by district? 

MINISTER in obarp of tha EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
>lon’bla Mr. A. K. Failnl Huq): A statement furnishing the informa- 
tion is laid on the table. 
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A stcUemerU with reference to the reply to etarred qmetion No, 188^ showing the 
number of Scheduhd Caste high English and middle English schools 
district by district. 


Name of district. 

No. of 
high 
English 
schools. 

No. of 
middle 
English 
schools. 

1. 

Chittagong 


1 

2. 

Noakhali 


3 

3. 

Tippera 


3 

i. 

Dacca 

1 

4 

5. 

Mymensingh 


. 5 

6. 

Bakarganj 

5 

9 

7. 

Faridpur 

6 

17^ 

8, 

Darjeeling 


1 

9. 

Jalpaigiiri 


7 

10. 

Rajshahi 


4 

11. 

Rangpur 

1 

11 

12. 

Dinajpur 


4 

W. 

Pabna 


4 

14. 

Bogra 


. . 

15. 

Malda 



16. 

Burdwan 



17. 

Hooghly 



18. 

Howrah 


2 

19. 

Midnapore 


1 

20. 

Birbhum 


. . 

21. 

Bankura 


2 

22. 

24>Pargana8 

3 

14 

23. 

Khulna 

2 

30 

24. 

Nadia 

. , 

1 

25. 

Je&sQie 

1 

10* 

* 26. 

Murshidahad 


1 


ToUi 

19 

134 





— 


^Includes oob girb* middle Engiieh school. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which luitwm were laid on the table) 

Hetdctuirtert of Noakhalt liietriot. 

67. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Begumganj has been selected by the Govern- 
ment as the new headquarters of the Noakhali district? 

(b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the construction of the Govern- 
ment buildings has been started? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the construction is likely to be started? 

(d) When do the Government expect to shift the headquarters to 
Begumganj ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bi|oy Prasad Singh Roy; (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) The construction of buildings will start after the required land 
has been acquired and raised. 

(d) The headquarters will be shifted to Begumganj as soon as the 
buildings are ready. 

Disoontinuanoe of grant of daily allowance to lower subordinates. 

68. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department aware that daily 
alldwanoe to sub-overseer of Subordinate Engineering Service to the 
Government of Bengal has been discontinued after 1931? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
daily allowance to these officers? 

MINISTER in oharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy* of Coeeim- 
liaaar): (a) Lower subordinates of this department were never given 
any daily allowance. The question of discontinuing the allowance does 
not, therefore, arise. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Sir, my question was about the subordinate 
engineering staff. But I see printed here “lower subordinates.*’ I 
did not mean sub-overseers in my question. 

Mfi SPEAKER: I shall see to that. 

L^-orer Queetioiit. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker announced that the held-over questions 
may be taken up, when Mr. Atul Krishna (Ihose made the following 
statement.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the held-over questions are 
not with us now and without them it wouhl be impossible to ask supple- 
mentary questions. May I therefore ask you to j)ostpone the matter 
till Thursday nextP 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, if the House agrees we will take up the 
held-over questions the next day. 

Pending Quettiont. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I enquire, Sir, as to 
the fate of the questions which as usual have been unanswered during 
this session ? I want to know whether (lovernment i^: going to give 
replies to all the pending questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will take up the matter the next day. 

Mr. Azhar Ali, as regards your unstarred question No. G8, I see that 
the word “sub-overseer” was written in your (juestion with as black 
an ink as possible. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Ravanua. 

The Hon’bia Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 31,58,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Eevfinue.** 

As on previous occasions, I shall refrain from making a detail^ 
reference to the different heads of the budget, but shall confine myself 
to some of the most important features of the “Revenue” budget for the 
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next year. The most important subject that has been engaging the 
department’s attention is the Land Eevenue Commission’s Eeport. 
It has been already sufgested that thia important subject should be 
discussed in this House at an early date, and I believe it may be 
possible to fix a date in early April 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: This April? 

The Hofl’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes. Govern, 
raent will anxiously await the opinion of the honourable members on 
this matter. The report, contains far-reaching and momentous recom- 
mendations and naturally they require very careful and detailed consi- 
deration by Government, and I am sure it will be the desire of the 
honourable members of this House that Government should analyse 
every recommendation in all its aspects and in all its implications before 
coming to a decision one way or the other, because some of the recom- 
jnendations really will touch the very life of the people, and it will be 
rather unfortunate and very undesirable for this province to take any 
decision on a question like this without proper and careful considera- 
tion. 

Sir, another question which has been engaging the attention of the 
Eevenue Department is cess revaluation. Honourable members are 
aware that in several districts Government have already undertaken 
revaluation of cesses. Cesses were last revalued at a time when the 
price of agricultural produce was rather high and the total cess receipts 
of the districts naturally went up. There was another factor which 
directly contributed to the increase in cesses, and that is the classifi- 
cation known as the “cess tenure-holder’’ which was introduced during 
the last cess revaluation. An occupancy raiyat, say, with 10 bighat of 
land, if he had let out a small portion of his holding in barga, he was 
placed in the category of cess tenure-holder and cess was assessed on 
his net profit from those 10 highaa. That was one of the reasons why 
the cess increased very much, and now that the prices of agricultural 
produce have come down these poor agriculturists do feel it greatly. 
That was one of the reasons why Government thought that revalua- 
tion of cesses should be taken up. 

Now, in this connection, Sir. I would refer to the principle of 
Chapter 7A of the amended Bengal Cess Act. In the old Act the 
principle of assessment of cess is that the higher the rent the higher 
the cess. But according to ('hapter 7A the underlying principle is that 
the whole area should be divided into different units and the acreage 
r^te»iiiould be fixed on produce basis, and then the rent of the holding 
should be deducted from the total value of the holding and the cese 
&ould be assessed, so that if the rent is higher than the acreage rate, 
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no C666 is payable. The higher the rent the lower the cess aooordingr 
to the principle of Chapter 7 A of the amended Cess Act. Now this will 
give relief to those classes of people, namely, who were placed in the 
category of cess tenure-holders during the last cess revaluation. 

Then, Sir, another direct effect of revaluation of cess under Chapter 
7A would be to bring down the total cess receipts of the districts. In 
fact, we have already completed revaluation under the new Act in two 
districts, namely, Jessore and Bogra. There the cess receipts have 
come down very much and just for the information of the House I shall 
quote the figures. In Jessore the cess demand according to the previous 
cess valuation used to be Rs. 4,93,610 and the total cess receipts 
according to the revaluation under Chapter 7A have come down to 
Rs. 3,31,063. In Bogra the cess receipts under the previous Act used 
to be Rs. 3,02,064. It will come down to Rs. 2,18,567. Thus 
there will be a heavy fall in the cess receipts of the districts. (Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri: In Khulna?) In Khulna it has not yet 
been completed. But in case of individual cess-payers the incidence of 
cess might go up very much. For instance, Bogra has been divided 
into three units. According to the last revaluation, in unit No. 1, the 
incidence of cess was 6 pice; in unit No. 2 it was also 5 pice; in unit 
No. 3 it was 3 pice; whereas according to the new revaluation in unit 
No. 1 it will be 13 pice; in unit No. 2 it will be 13 pice; in unit No. 3 it 
will be 40 pice. (Rai H.\rkndra Nath Chaudhuri : How could that be?) 
Yes, Sir, it would be on the acreage rate basis, because formerly it was 
only on the rent basis. Similarly in Pabna in unit No. 1 it used to be 5 
pice; in imit No. 2, 5 pice; in unit No. 3, 6J pice. It is going to be 
12J pice in unit No. 1, 14J pice in unit No. 2 and 15 pice in unit No. 3. 
Thus the House will realise that individual cess-payers may have to pay 
a much higher figure than they used to pay under the old Act. 
(Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood: But their number is three times.) Sir, the 
tenants will suffer in either case, because in the district of Pabna the 
numbei of cess tenure-holders whose case I described just now form 
about 60 per cent, of the tenants. In any case, Government do realise 
the difficulty that it will increase the incidence of cess in individual 
cases very much, and it may cause very serious hardship. We are 
proceeding with cess revaluation operations in certain districts. I 
think Government must take stock from the reports that they receive 
from various districts and decide whether they shall actually enforce 
the revalued cess under the new Act or not. That is a point which 
requires very serious consideration. Personally, I am inclined to think 
IhatHhis Act will not prove a success, and it will require a thorough 
overhauling. Chapter 7 A will prove a failure. That is my view. But 
we propose to collect data only in those districts where the cess revalua- 
tion operations have already proceeded far, but by that we do not mean 
fhat we shall enforce the increased cess. We shall only collect data for 
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the purpose of consideration as to whether Government should proceed 
with revaluation under ^e new Cess Act or should amend the Cess Act 
or stick to the old Act. 

Another important question which is engaging the attention of the 
Revenue Department is the revisional survey and settlement operations. 
We have already taken up revisional survey and settlement operations 
in two districts, namely, in Faridpur and Bakarganj. Sir. the total 
cost is going to be much less and it will not be more than Rs. 730 per 
square mile or Re. 1-2-3 per acre of which the tenants and landlords 
will have to pay annas 13-6, the balance being paid by Government. 
(Rai Harendra Nath CuArDHi Ri : What was the original rate?) It 
was much higher; it was over Rs. 2 in certain districts. (Rai 
Harendra Nath CiiAUDiirRi : In these two districts?) I do not exactly 
remember what was the rate in those districts but in some districts, say, 
in Howrah the rate was very high. We are trying to minimise the rate 
by simplification of the procedure and we hope that this will prove a 
success. 

Of course, the main object of revisional survey and settlement opera- 
tions is to bring the records up to date and records in some of the 
districts have become absolutely out of date especially in those districts 
where there are alluvion and diluvion. 

Another important question in which I am sure the House feels 
interested is that of granting certain status and rights to fishermen in 
fisheries. Government appointed a Special Officer to go into the whole 
matter with a view to find out whether the fishermen could not be 
granted certain status on the lines of occupancy rights. Now, Sir, the 
terms of reference were; “whether the State control of fisheries is 
possible and desirable, whether better management of all private and 
Government fisheries is possible by the formation of co-operative 
societies of fishermen, whether legislation should be undertaken on the 
Jiti’Bs of the Indian Forest Act by which private forests are managed 
by Government, whether legislation should be undertaken to regulate 
the existing rights of fishermen and to settle fair rents for fisheries, 
whether it will serve the best interests of fishermen if occupancy right 
Is conferred on them in respect of fisheries on the analogy of the same 
light conferred by the Bengal Tenancy Act on individual agriculturists, 
whether close seasons for certain fish should be observed, etc.’’ 

Now, we have received the report from the Special Officer, a very 
elaborate and very valuable report, and the examination of that report 
is nearing completion. I hope to place the report before the Legisla- 
ture in its next session. 

^^feM||.now draw your attention to the question of land alienation. 
flpFqPistions were put in this House by some honourable members 
urawing Government’s attention to the fact that land was passing out 
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of the hands of agriculturists *to non-agriculturists and they suggested 
that Government should legislate at once to put a stop to the process. 
This question was carefully considered and we appointed special staff to 
investigate into the problem. In fact, as many as 1,827,000 acres of 
land were investigated in Rangpur in 26 police-stations, and it was 
found on enquiry during the settlement operation in that district that 
only 13,943 acres or *7 per cent, of the total area was transferred from 
agriculturists to non-agriculturists. 

Mf. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Which district P 

The Hon’bit Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl 1 am talking of 
Rangpur. In seven other police-stations of the same district with a 
total area of 486,024 acres only 1,500 acres or *3 per cent, passed 
into the hands of non-agriculturists in 12 years. In the colonisation 
area of the 24-Pargauas the total number of transfers of raiyati lands 
from 1926 was only 1,432, of which only 434 or 30 per cent, was 
transferred to non -agriculturists. (Rai Hakendra Nath Chaudhuri: 
30 per cent.?) Yes, in so many years. The natural conclusion is that 
the problem is not so serious as it is supposed to be. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The Floud Commission recom- 
mended that there should be legislation. 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, the Floud 
Cummission recommended that there should be legislation. We shall 
place all the facts before the House and if the House still considers that 
legislation is necessary and desirable, of course, Government will be 
only too glad to undertake such legislation. But before doing so I 
shall certainly ask the House to pay special attention to the question 
of rural credit, whether it is going to affect the rural credit further or 
not. That point should be carefully borne in mind. 

The House may remember that we appointed the Rent Enquiry 
Committee about a couple of years ago. The committee had several 
sittings and"^ the members of the committee made extensive tours in 
different districts to study the problems themselves. The committee 
had a sitting only last week and it came to certain provisional conclu- 
sions, but the members propose to submit their final decisions on some 
of the important questions within a couple of months, and Government 
must await their recommendations. 

Sir, there was another committee appointed by Government, namely, 
the Non-Agricultural Tenancy Committee. This committee has com- 
pleted its work. The report ie now being prepared. I was hoping 
that the report would be in the hands of the Revenue Department by the 
end of February, but I regret to say that it was not possible to complete 
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it and probably a month or 5 weeks moi^ would be necessary to com- 
plete the report. Mr. Blandy who is carrying on the onerous duties 
of the Chief Secretary^ is also the President of this committee. So, 
naturally we have got to pay every consideration to his convenience. 
In any case, I hope that by the monsoon session Government should be 
able to come forward with their comprehensive legislation on this non- 
agricultural tenancy question. 

The status of the dhankarari or tankha tenants in the partially 
excluded area in Mymensingh was another problem which the Bevenue 
Department had to deal with last year. The chukti or dhankarari 
tenants were not given any status under the Bengal Tenancy Act. So 
many of them were treated by the landlords as tenants-at-will. Govern- 
ment have now decided to give them the status of a tenant with 
retrospective effect and His Excellency has promulgated a Regulation 
for the purpose. 

Special steps have also been taken to give protection to the 
aboriginal tenants, to look into their social welfare and to tackle the 
problems of their education. In those districts where the number of 
aboriginal tenants are large, namely, in Bankura, Birbhum and Malda, 
Government have appointed Special Officers to take care of the ab- 
original agriculturists. 

Sir, the next question is the improvement of Government khas 
Tnahal estates. We appointed a Special Officer to make a sur^-ey and 
to prepare a comprehensive scheme to be carried out in five years* time 
for the improvement of some of the important khas mahal estates in 
different districts such as Bakarganj, Noakhali and Chittagong. The 
Special Officer has submitted his report and Government propose to 
spend, over Rs. 3 lakhs in five years* time for the improvement of these 
estates. They will improve the drainage, embankments and agricul- 
tural conditions of those areas whereby they will contribute to the 
economic improvement of the tenantry in those estates. Sir, I will 
now turn to the development of Kalimpong. The development of this 
hill station was taken up, I think, about 26 years ago by the previous 
Government, and Government spent altogether something like Bs. 18 
lakhs, but up till now the return is by no means very encouraging. 
But recently there has been a very great improvement in the situation, 
and Government have been receiving larger number of applications for 
lands in Ealimpong. So we have decided to spend Bs. 50,000 in the 
next five years in improving the roads and providing building sites 
to the lessees. 

Last of all, I will turn to the serious agrarian situation in some of 
the districts, Wause of drought, namely, the district of Birbhum, 
l^t of the district of Murshidabad, part of the district of Burdwan 
and part of the district of Bankura. These districts have suffered 
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■MiouBly because of drought and especially the district of Birbhum 
where the crop failed completely. We have started comprehensive 
relief works and have decided to take up tank improvement schemes so 
as to provide means for irrigation as an insurance against failure of 

We have also provided 
Ks. 50, for Birbhiim in addition to the usual water-supply jp'ants 
for staking tube-wells because great scarcity of drinking water is 
apprehended in this district. A sum of Rs. 1.00,000 has been sanc- 
tioned as gratuitous relief, and a further sum of Rs. 2,000 as gratuitous 
relief from trust funds at the disposal of Government for distribution 
amongst the middle class people" who are not entitled to gratuitous 
relief from the general revenues of Government. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL1 Only Rs. 2,000? 

The Hon'Ma 8ir BUOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: Yes, Rs. 2,000; 
my fnend only takes note when the figure is only Rs. 2,000, but he 
conveniently forgets to take note of figures when these are sufliciently 
high. That is the tragedy of it. ^ 

Now, Sir, I will refer to the amounts sanctioned for the purpose 
which are as follows:— ^ 


Ordinary’ agricultural loans 

Short-term loans 

Test relief work 

Hoads and other works 

Gratuitous relief 

Gratuitous relief from trust funds 


Rs. 

8,20,000 

1.90.000 
99,700 
66,000 

1.51.000 
2,000 


With these words, Sir, I commend 
the House. 


my motion to the acceptance of 


Mr. ABDULLAH-AL MAHMOOOl What about the reduction of 
rents. That is a very important question on which we want to know 
What IB going to be the attitude of Government. 


Thg Hon'We Bir BUOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: I am sorry my 
mend did not pay sufficient attention to what I had said. I have said 
that we are awaiting the Rent Enquiry Committee’s Report. The com- 
mittee ha., not yet completed its work, but we expect that the committee 
will make its final recommendations very shortly. 

(At thi., stage Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed rose to speak ) 

14 
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The Hofi’ble 8ir BI<IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I have your 
kind permission to m%|^e a statement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The HOfl'hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Government 
of India sanctioned Rs. 20,000 from the Indian People^s Relief Trust 
Fund for distribution of gratuitous relief in this province. We 
received this information from the Revenue Secretary who had been 
to Delhi and returned only this morning. 


Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs, 31,68,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Jjand Revenue’^ 
be reduced by Rs. 1(K), and in this (‘-onnection I want to raise a dis- 
cussion about the Rent Enquiry Committee’s failure and the failure 
of the Government to make a general reduction of the rent of the 
raiyaU. 

Sir, the rent question is the life and death question i)f 90 per cent, 
of the people of Bengal. If we trace the origin of the rent system in 
India, we find that both during the Hindu and Muhammadan rule in 
India a portion of the produce of the soil was retained by the ruling 
authority in lieu of the protection that he gave to the tenants from 
the wicked people or the facilities that he offered to the tenants for 
drainage, irrigation works, roads, medical relief, education, etc. 
These Hindu and Muhammadan rulers never asserted any right or 
interest in land. The tillers of the soil were the real proprietors of the 
laud. 

Previous to the British rule, foreign invaders, both Hindu and 
Muhammadan, after (Jonquering the country, settled here and made 
it fiieir hearth and home. They therefore always tried to improve this 
country and the condition of the people in culture, in economic letter- 
ment, in industry and in agriculture. But with the advent of the 
British rule in India, we find quite the reverse of the previous order of 
things. The English people came here to gather wealth and they 
conquered the country with that end in view, and therefore their 
only objective was the creation of a field here for the open exploitation 
of the masses in the interest of enriching their mother country — I mean 
England. 

To make their rule and exploitation easy and permanent they 
thought of creating a set of persons in this country who would sail in 
the same boat of exploiting the masses of this country. Thus, the 
British rulers created some vested interests in this country and the 
nemindari system is one of them. 
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In 1793, Lord Cornwallis made the semiudarB of Bengal the absolute 
proprietors of the soil with a fixed revenue in perpetuity. By this tbe 
raiyats who were previously the real proprietors of the soil tvero 
gradually relegated to the position of serfs or slaves. Everywhere in 
social and political life we find that ‘there are reciprocal duties and 
obligations. It is wonderful that here the zemindars were made the 
absolute proprietors of the soil Having the power to incrrease the rent to 
any amount and realise it in any manner and evict at will the raiyats 
who cultivated the waste lands and made it fertile with the sw'eat of 
their brow. The zemindars will enjoy the fruits of the hard labour 
of the tiller of the soil, and they have no duties or obligations to dis- 
charge towards the raiyats. Is there any sense of justice or equity in 
thisP Of course when the Permanent Settlement was made, a pious 
hope was expressed that the zemindars would improve the condition of 
the soil which never materialised. The landlords are paying to the 
Government about 3 crores, and they are now exacting from the tenants 
about 20 crores without any duties or obligations to the tenants to l)e 
discharged. Can there be any worse type of exploitation than thisP 

Now coming to the rate of rent, we find on the authority of Cole- 
brooke’s “Husbandry and Internal Trade of Bengal” that the average 
rental in Bengal at the time of the Permanent Settlement comprised 
one-eighth of the value of the gross produce and according to him the 
average of rent was Re. 1-5 per acre of cultivated land. As to the fixity 
of rate*of rent we find from the Dispatch of the Court of Directors of 
September, 1793, sanctioning Permanent Settlement, in which they 
definitely expressed that, “It is an object of perpetual settlement that 
it should secure to the great body of raiyats the same equity and cer- 
tainly as to the amount of rent and the same undisturbed enjoyment of 
the fruits of industry which they mean to the zemindars themselvee.” 
From this we find that the zemindars had no right and authority to 
increase the rate of rent of the raiyats as it existed at the time of the 
Permanent Settlement. 

Afterwards in Regulation IV of 1794 it was provided for remorlng 
all doubts that the rate of rent whose lease has been cancelled owihg 
to the sale of estate for arrears of revenue, should not pay rent at more 
than the parga/na rate if they are allowed to hold on and the rent of 
the raiyats who took new lease should not also be fixed at more than 
the parga/na rates. 

It was thus made clear that as revenue would remain unaltered 
though estates may change hands, the rate of rent of the raiyats should 
also ‘remain unaltered though the lands may change hands. 

The real cause of failure of protection from enhancement was 
Government’s nervousness for the safety of the revenue permanently 
fixed and a strong desire for the prosperity of the zemindars and this 
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made Government subsequently to enact some anti-tenant legislations 
with the help of legislatures which were then landlord-ridden which 
entitled them to increase the rent to any extent. The 1885 enactment 
authorised the landlords legally to enhance the rent of the raiyaU on 
the ground of price of crops and other grounds. 

From the most reliable record of the Permanent Settlement period, 
we find that the rate of rent of the raiyafs of Bengal has increased by 
more than three times of the original rent. By the help of the repres- 
sive laws, the life-hlood of the tenants was simply allowed to be sucked 
by these exploiters. The landlords have increased the rate of rent to 
such an abnormal extent that justice and equity demand that it should 
be lowered. It has become now impossible for the tenants to pay and 
hence they are compelled to default. For inability to pay this high 
rate of rent lakhs of people of Bengal have been compelled to leave 
their home and hearth and take shelter in the forest of Assam ! 

A reaction has set in and due to the pressure of the national move- 
ment, the British Government was compelled to grant a limited pro- 
vincial autonotny in 1985 on the basis of extended franchise. By this 
the poorer section of the people were given a greater number of seats 
in the Legislature. But the British Government true to their tradi- 
tion of exploitation divided the seats of the Legislature on the basis 
of vested interests, communal and sub-communal lines, and they 
managed in such a way that the real representatives of the pooF people 
of the country irrespective of caste and creed may not unite together 
and the representatives of the vested interests were made the real or 
balance of power in the T^egislature of this province. 

However, before the last election an attempt was made by launching 
upon the Krishak Proja movement headed by the present Premier 
Mr. A. K. Faalul Huq to frustrate the evil iatention of the framers 
of the Indian Constitution of 1985 and to unite the poor voters of 
Bengal as against the capitalists. On the other hand, the capitalists, 
both Hindus and Muhammadans, raised the religious cries to deceive 
the poor religious-minded illiterate voters. 

Thus most of the asemindars and capitalists who are the real enemies 
of the poor people of the country and having no faith in religion or 

religious activities managed to be elected by the votes of the poor 

taiyoM by the help of the false religious cries and thus frustrated to a 
^ great extent the object of the Krishak Proja movement. 

However, due to the pressure of the Krishak Proja movement most 
of the members of this House, both Hindus and Muhammadans by what- 
ever cries they might have been elected, were compelled to give their 
solemn prpmise to the voters of Bengal that they will reduce the rate 

'of rent of the raiyatt and abolish the semindari system. If promise 
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kas got any moral or roligious sanctity and if we are accountable to 
God for all these promises, most of the members of this House includ- 
ing the great Mr. A. K, Faalul Huq are bound to support the reduction 
of rent. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Faslul Huq, the Chief Minister of Bengal, 
when he formed the Ministry in 1937 consisting of five Hindus and five 
Muhammadan zemindars and capitalists, it was clear as broad daylight 
to any thoughtful person who looked to the welfare of the krisJuiks that 
the hope of reduction of rent or abolition of the zemindari system in 
Bengal by the present Cabinet was a dream of the past. Even in 1937 
the Krishak Proja Assembly members predicted that the present 
Ministry shall not i-educe the rate of rent in Bengal. It is simply 
madness to expect the reduction of rent and abolition of the zemindari 
system with the help of the zemindar Cabinet. Whenever there is any 
awakening of the people and they make any demand, ( ommissicms and 
committees are generally appointed to deceive the people into silence. 
Even in 1937 the Krishak Proja members of the Assembly predicted 
by their .speeches in the Assembly that the formation of the Floud 
Commission and the Rent Enquiry Committee were simply meant for a 
device to hoodwink the people of Bengal, and it was further meant to 
create a document against the raiyats so that in future they may not 
raise any cry for reduction of rent or abolition of the zemindari 
system. 

But* in spite of our protests, the present Government formed th^ 
Floud Commission and Bent Enquiry Committee to enquire into the 
land system and that of rent in Bengal without deciding these matters 
in the Assembly Chamber by the votes of the representatives of the 
people of Bengal. 

After the lapse of four long years and the expenditure of lakhs and 
lakhs of rupees for these commissions and committees, the report of 
the Floud Commission is now before us, and we find that all the predic- 
tions and forecasts of the Krishak I^roja Assembly members have come 
to be too true. 

So far as the rent is concerned, the Floud Commission by a majority 
says in conclusion (in Vol. I, page 109 of that report) that there would 
be justification for enhancement rather than reduction of rent in 
Bengal. So far as the zemindari system is concerned, the Commission 
recommends for compensation to he given to the zemindars hy 19 to 15 
per cent, of the net profits of the property. Why this c'ompensatioriy 
Did the zemindars pay anything to the rmyais at the time of the Perma- 
nent Settlement when the proprietary rights of the raiyaU were taken 
away from them, or did the zemindars pay any such amount t<» the 
British rulers when they secured this Permanent Settlement enactment? 
I do not wonder at the decision of the Commission because it is what 
we predicted long ago. 
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The decisions of this committee should be an eye-opener to the 
people of Benjfal. So lung as British Imperialism will rule in India, 
they will j)rotect these ^mindars and capitalists who are their agency 
here. The present Cabinet of Bengal is a true agent of the exploiters. 
It is simply madness to expect reduction of rent through their hands. 

In conclusion, I must appeal through the Speaker to the poor 
krishaks of Bengal and particularly to those members of the Assembly 
who entertain any idea to do any good to the people by reducing the 
rent and abolishing the zemindari system to give up all the present 
bogus religious false cries of the capitalists to deceive and exploit the 
poor illiterate masses and to rally round the banner of the Krishak 
Proja movement to drive away the foreign exploiters and capture the 
real power, and we shall find that all these zemindari and other vested 
interests which the Muslim Leaguers call it statutory and mandatory 
rights and for which the Muslim Leaguers are out for their upkeep,* 
will vanish in no time. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, SAaANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, as it would 
be more relevant for me to move my motion in this connection, I 
crave your indulgence in that matter. Before I proceed may I have 
your permission to make just a little verbal alteration, that is, instead 
of 20 years I want to make it 30 years? ^ 

Mr, 8PEAKERS Yes. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Thank you, Sir. 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 31,58,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “7 — Land Revenue^’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The purpose of my motion is to raise a discussion about the reduc- 
tion of rent at least to the extent of enhancements that have taken place 
in course of the last 30 years. 

Sir, in tabling this motion of mine 1 have tried to keep myself out 
of the controversial questions which have been discussed amply on the 
floor of this House as well as outside. So far as the report of the Floud 
Commission is concerned, to which my friend the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister referred this evening, well, we have made our position amply 
clear that we have no delusion about it. Sir, in the name of an 
examination of the complicated questions of land revenue, the com- 
mittee was appointed not at all to settle the questions and our sus- 
picions which at a previous stage were vague have now deepened that 
this committee was constituted only to shelve the question which has 
been agitating the public mind for a long time. But I will not go 
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into that this evening. Sir, the object of my cut motion is to impress 
upon the Government and also incidentally upon my friends of the 
Coalition Party the fact that during the last four years not only are 
Government neglecting the legitimate demands of the people, but what 
is worse and more pathetic is that our friends of the Coalition Party who 
came here on definite election pledges are making themselves a party 
to these side-tracking activities on the part of the Government. Sir, 
the substance behind my motion will be clear from the admission of 
the Hon’ble Minister himself. On the 24th February, 1938. in answer 
to a specific question of mine, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
admitted that the enhancement of the average price of staple food* 
crop had gone down everywhere. Sir, this was the question answered 
categorically in the affirmative by the Hon^ble Minister and you know 
that all over Bengal rents were enhanced after the war period by 
virtue of the provisions of section 30 on the ground of rise in prices of 
staple food-crops, and it is now Government's admission that after the 
said enhancement prices have gone down very much, and this admission 
by the. Revenue Minister is borne out by statistics and figures furnished 
by Government themselves. Sir, in that connection I put a question 
as to whether it is known to Government that in no single instance rents 
have been reduced amicably or by suit as between the tenants and the 
landlords. The Revenue Minister was not good enough to give a frank 
answer to that question, but he tried to wriggle out of the whole ques- 
tion by paying that in Chittagong kJmx rruihal estates certain reductions 
were given by Government. But the hollowness of that answer was 
exposed forthwith by another supplementary question put by my good 
friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad and in the course of that 
interpellation it was made clear that it was not a reduction that the 
Government effected, but a new settlement on the basis of revisional 
operations. Anyway, Sir, my question was purely aimed at getting 
facts as to whether all over Bengal there was a single case of landlord 
agreeing to a reduction of rent although admittedly the price of staple 
food-crops had gone down by leaps and bounds. By implication the 
answer of the Hon’ble Minister was in the negative. Sir, you are 
aware of the provisions of section 38 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
occupancy raiyat may institute a suit for the reduction of his rent on 
one or more of the following grounds, namely, on the ground that there 
has been a fall in the price of staple food-crops. Sir, although there is 
this specific provision in the Bengal Tenancy Act, it is known that our 
tenantry are so helpless, that the conventions of defeatism are so 
rampant in our country that in spite of the specific provisions for 
^tting reduction of rent through court, you will not find a single 
instance all over Bengal that a reduction has been effected either by 
suit or anaicably. It is very serious when there is a provision in the 
law to guide the tenantry^ to some sort of relief and when the tenantry 
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The decisions of this committee should be an eye-opener to the 
people of Benjfal. So lung as British Imperialism will rule in India, 
they will j)rotect these ^mindars and capitalists who are their agency 
here. The present Cabinet of Bengal is a true agent of the exploiters. 
It is simply madness to expect reduction of rent through their hands. 

In conclusion, I must appeal through the Speaker to the poor 
krishaks of Bengal and particularly to those members of the Assembly 
who entertain any idea to do any good to the people by reducing the 
rent and abolishing the zemindari system to give up all the present 
bogus religious false cries of the capitalists to deceive and exploit the 
poor illiterate masses and to rally round the banner of the Krishak 
Proja movement to drive away the foreign exploiters and capture the 
real power, and we shall find that all these zemindari and other vested 
interests which the Muslim Leaguers call it statutory and mandatory 
rights and for which the Muslim Leaguers are out for their upkeep,* 
will vanish in no time. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, SAaANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, as it would 
be more relevant for me to move my motion in this connection, I 
crave your indulgence in that matter. Before I proceed may I have 
your permission to make just a little verbal alteration, that is, instead 
of 20 years I want to make it 30 years? ^ 

Mr, 8PEAKERS Yes. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Thank you, Sir. 

Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 31,58,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “7 — Land Revenue^’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The purpose of my motion is to raise a discussion about the reduc- 
tion of rent at least to the extent of enhancements that have taken place 
in course of the last 30 years. 

Sir, in tabling this motion of mine 1 have tried to keep myself out 
of the controversial questions which have been discussed amply on the 
floor of this House as well as outside. So far as the report of the Floud 
Commission is concerned, to which my friend the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister referred this evening, well, we have made our position amply 
clear that we have no delusion about it. Sir, in the name of an 
examination of the complicated questions of land revenue, the com- 
mittee was appointed not at all to settle the questions and our sus- 
picions which at a previous stage were vague have now deepened that 
this committee was constituted only to shelve the question which has 
been agitating the public mind for a long time. But I will not go 
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CbTernment to relegato all burning questions into a confusion of wider 
cases. It naay be to tbe interests of capitalist-minded sections of tbe 
House to thrust all clear issues into the background of more complicated 
issues, but so far as we are concerned we are definite that this question 
could have been and should have been settled independently and irres- 
pective of not only the Floud Commission but also of the Rent Enquiry 
Committee. Sir, much hope was raised by the Rent Enquiry Commit- 
tee because it was after all a committee of our House. We have been 
sadly disappointed. We did not entertain any hopes of the Floud 
Commission, because we knew that it was a costly step to ward off the 
demands of the people. But then, Sir, to-day let us sit down and let 
us give a clear mandate on this issue to, the Ministry that whatever 
you may do with the Floud Commission’s report, whatever you may do 
with the larger question of revenue administration, whatever you may 
do in connection with the general incidence of rent, the issue is clear. 
It may be that Bengal’s land is not over-rented. It may be that it is 
over-rented. These are questions which need not confuse the issue 
which I have sought to raise. Here the issue is clear, that the rent 
was enhanced on the basis of extra price of staple food-crops. It has 
been admitted by the Government, and it is known to the people at 
large that the prices have come down. The law provides for a reduc- 
tion of the rent. But the people have been unable to take recourse to 
law. When helpless people cannot themselves utilise the provisions 
of law, Government by all means ought to come forward to rescue them 
and if 1;he Government fail, let us, members of the rank and file irres- 
pective of our party affiliations, drive the Government to the i>roper 
course in this matter. 


Maharajkiitnar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to oppose the proposal for a general reduction in the rates of rent 
in this province, and to draw the attention of Government and of the 
House to the land revenue policy of the present Government. 

Sir, it is very easy to make a sweeping suggestion for a general 
reduction of the rate of rents of the raiyatSy but I am afraid the mover 
of the cut motion is not probably aware of the fact that matters like 
this can only be done after due and prolonged enquiry. 

Sir, I would like to point out in this connection that personally I 
am not against the idea of relief to the tenants where the rate of rent is 
really high. I personally believe in moderate rents and speedy realisa- 
tions. But ad hoc reduction of rent is a matter which is neither 
desirable nor possible. The rate has to be settled on various considera- 
tions such as productivity, price of produce, etc. What may be con- 
sidered a high rent for a particular plot of land may be quite a moderate 
rent for other lands. 
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Sir, most probably the demand for a general reduction of rent is 
made on the presumption that the existing rate of rent prevailing in 
the province is excesfljf^e, but this presumption is not supported by 
facts. If we look at the Eeport of the Land Bevenue Commission, 
Yol. II, Table (vi) (a), it gives us the following average rate of cash 
rent per acre for raiyaU in diFerent districts: — 


Bakarganj 

Bs. 

... 4 

as. 

8 

Bankura 

... 2 

1 

Birbhum 

... 3 

14 

Bogra 

... 2 

14 

Burdwan 

... 3 

16 

Chittagong 

... 4 

11 

Dacca 

... 2 

13 

Dina j pur 

... 2 

7 

Faridpur 

... 2 

9 

Hooghly 

... 7 

7 

Howrah 

... 8 

3 

Jalpaiguri 

... 2 

6 

Jessore 

... 2 

8 

Khulna 

... 3 

6 

Malda 

... 2 

6 

Midnapore 

... 3 

15 

Murshidabad 

... 3 

7 

Mymensingh 

... 2 

14 

Nadia 

... 2 

7 

Noakhali 

... 4 

4 

Pabna 

... 3 

1 

lUjshahi 

... 3 

3 

Rangpur 

... 3 

0 

Tippera 

... 3 

2 

24-ParganaB 

... 5 

13 

Darjeeling 

... 2 

5 


From this it appears that the high rates are prevalent in Hooghly and 
Howrah which are Rs. 7-7 and Rs. 8-3 per acre respectively 

Mr. ATUL GHANDKA KUMAR: What about the under-ro^atP 

Mihar^Jkimiir UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Please be patient and 
hear The Commission compared the rates of rent in Bengal with 
other provinces with reference to the produce of the lands. 
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i TKfi findiag of thie Gommiflsion is that considering the level of routs in 
other provinces the value of the produce and prevailing economic condi- 
tions there would be justification for enhancement rather than reduc- 
tion of rent in Bengal. 

Sir, the question of reduction of rent is an intricate problem, and 
I am sure the Government is already considering the matter. The 
question was and is still being considered in a committee which was 
appointed by Government in August, 1938. The Hon*ble Minister has 
just spoken about this committee. 

The question of reduction of rent is very intricate and requires a 
thorough and comprehensive examination, and any hasty decision is 
fraught with danger of jeopardising the land tenure system of the 
province as a whole. In this connection it would not be out of place 
if I were to mention the experience of the sister province of Orissa 
where the Rent Reduction Bill which was hastily rushed through the 
Legislature did not receive the assent of the Governor-General. I would 
therefore request the Government to consider all these matters and not 
to introduce any further hasty legislation without considering the full 
effect of what a general reduction of the rate of rent may mean. 

Sir, landlords have already been deprived of the right of enhancing 
rent under the amended section 75A of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 
1928. But the last decennial figures of the price of staple food-crops 
have dq^nitely shown an upward tendency which if it remains steady 
would not justify the amended section 76A of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
1938. The following are the pri<‘eH of staple food-crops of Bengal for 
the last decennial period. The figures from 1931 to 1939 are taken 
from Table V of the Index Number of Prices, ]mblished by the Govem- 
meut of. India, and the figure for 1940 is compiled from the figures 
published by the Government of Bengal in the CaltnUta Gazette. 


Tear. 

Average price of 


Rs. 

as. 

P- 

1931 

... 4 

1 

9 

1932 

... 3 

1 

9 

1933 

... 2 

14 

6 

1934 

... 3 

6 

9 

1936 

... 3 

7 

6 

1936 

... 4 

1 

0 

1937 

... 3 

8 

9 

1938 

... 3 

9 

9 

1939 

... 3 

13 

6 

1940 

about ... 5 

0 

0 


And the average price in the current year is Rs. 6. 
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Sir, I would like an attsurance from the Minister in charge of Land 
Bevenue that the Government will consider some speedy method for 
realisation of rents. ^ 

Speedy realisation is as much necessary to the tenants as to the 
landlords, for if the landlords get their rents regularly, they should be 
satisfied with moderate rent and if the tenants were made to pay the 
rents regularly, they would not get into the habit of falling into 
arrears. In most cases one would find that the jotedar^s rent is 
higher than the actual zemindar’s — the nndeT-raiyat^ s, rate is Es. 6-3 
per acre. I am sure Government itself realises the difficulties of 
collecting rents and in the case of private landlords who now have no 
means of speedy realisation, it is extremely difficult to collect rents and 
meet the demands of Government revenue and cesses. 

Sir^ landlords have been placed in further difficulty by making them 
responsible for the collection of the Education Cess. Landlords are 
unable to collect rents and ordinary cesses to the full and all arrears of 
cesses due are realised from them by certificate and under section 99 
of the Cess Act. I^andlords now have to pay a large part of the tenants’ 
share of the Education Cess also, a burden which they can hardly bear 
on accoimt of the narrow’ margin of profit now left to them. 

Before I conclude, Sir, may I request the Government through the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of Land Eevenue Department to, enquire 
into and place before the House what benefit the actual raiyatu or the 
term which is so often used in this House, namely, the ‘Hillers of the 
soil,” has received during these four years, due to the various Tenancy 
Legislations which have been passed by this House from time to time. 
This in itself, Sir, will show whether actually any good has been done 
to the real cultivators and which was no doubt the object of those who 
introduced and carried through these hasty legislations. 

Mr. iHADHUSUDAN 8ARKER: Sir. there is a motion standing in 
my name about fishery rights of fishermen. I do not like to move it, 
but I shall make a speech. 

Sir, it is a well-known fact that a large section of the people of this 
province have been living by fishing. There are more than six lakhs 
of people — fishing is their only profession and fishing is their only 
source of livelihood. 

Sir, these fishermen have been enjoying fisheries from time 
immemorial ; they have been catching fish in those fisheries from gene- 
ration to generation. But there has been no fixity of rent they pay to 
fee proprietors. They have got no right of permanent character in 
those fisheries. Their rent has been fluctuating, their rights have been 
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Wfw changing. They have been entirely left at the mercy of the greedy 
proprietors. In this uncertain state of things these poor fishermen 
have always been subject to oppression, torture and illegal realisation 
by the semindars, talukdars and their tahsildars. In this uncertain 
state of things they have been harassed more by the tnhMldnn than 
by the semindars and t^luJcdars — their masters. They are not only 
troubled by the proprietors but also harassed and disturbed by the 
individual public in their profession. From the very nature of their 
profession they are quite unable to protect themselves against the 
oppression and torture by their enemies at the place of their profession 
on the 8urfa(te of water far away from their residence. They have got 
homes, but seldom they have time to stay there. For their profession 
they are always on the big rivers and seas far away from home at the 
risk of their lives. They catch fish under all circumstances in winter 
and summer, in rains and storms. Sir, such is the nature of their 
business,, such is the mode of their living and such is the method of 
their earning livelihood. 

Sir, as land is important and valuable to the agriculturist, so the 
water is to these fishermen. Government have the kindness to pass 
laws after laws regulating the relations of the landlords and tenants, 
but they seem to be quite indifferent in the matter of giving ))rotection 
to these poor and helpless sections of people. It is true for the last few 
years thg Fishery Department which was abolished in 192‘1 has reattract* 
ed the notice of the Government. The Government in 1987 appointed a 
Special Officer to enquire into the fisheries of the province from the 
point of industry. The Special Officer after an enquiry submitted his 
report which has been resting with the Government for consideration. 
We do not know how long they will tuke to finish the matter so urgent. 
Sir, there is no diversity of opinion as to importance of fish which is 
the principal article of diet to the millions of Bengalis. Almost all 
people of Bengal with a few' exceptions take fish. Such fish is gradually 
decreasing. Unless Government comes forward with a measure for the 
protection or preservation of fish in the near future, I have reasonable 
apprehension that the supply of fish will fall short. Again, Sir, in the 
latter part of 1938, at the instance of the Revenue Department, the 
Special Officer was aprK)inted to enquire into the fishery rights of the 
province. He also submitted his report which has been resting writh 
the Government, but I do not understand the reason why the Govern- 
ment remain silent about the matter so important and so urgent. 

Sir, some private Fishery Bills w'ere introduced into the Legislature 
during the time previous to this, but they were not passed into laws. 
There are still |:>ending some BiUs of which we have notice about their 
placing in the House. But, Sir, I am sure from the mentality of the 
party politics of Government that those Bills are not to be passed into 
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laws. It is true that those Bills do not deal with all the necessary 
points. They are not exhaustive treatments of the subject, but my 
complaint against thi Government is about their negligence and 
callousness to the protection of this section of people. I do not under- 
stand the reason why the Government seem to be so callous to protec- 
tion of these poor people leading a miserable life in the society. 

Sir, I think it will not be out of place to mention to the Hause an 
instance of the oppression and torture still going on to these h^ermen 
by the zemindars in the Jalkar Mahmudpur which is down Goalundo 
just at the junction of the Padma and the Jumna. And the main pro- 
prietors of that fishery are the zemindars of Teota. In that Ashery the 
fishermen have been catching fish from time immemorial on payment 
of annual rent to the proprietors. But the proprietors now with a view 
to be gainers by unfair means have been demanding share of the catch, 
on refusal of which with their appointed lathials and goondm they 
are obstructing those fishermen in catching fish. There is every likeli- 
hood of a breach of the peace and loss of lives. The matter has been 
brought to the notice of the Government, but I do not know what steps 
the Government are taking in the matter. Still oppression is being 
continued. The other day I received a wire from the fishermen there 
that one Nepan Mandal had snatched away| Bs, 300 from one of the 
Haiders there. He lodged an ejahar to the Goalundo police-station, but 
I doubt, whether he will get any relief there against such an influen- 
tial zemindar. Sir, in this state of things 1 believe all the House feel 
the necessity of a law for protection and safeguarding the rights and 
interests of these fishermen against these tyrannical proprietors. In 
these circumstances 1 appeal to the Government that they should at 
once come forward with a comprehensive measure to be placed in the 
House for the protection of these people. Any further delay means a 
great loss to this poor section of people and, consequently, a great loss 
to the society. Sir, such a measure will not only be a great relief to 
them but also to ensure stable and fixed income to the proprietors. Sir, 
in this state of things the fishermen are in need of immediate 
protection. 

Sir, in consideration of the urgency of the matter, I further suggest 
to the Government for an ad interim protection to these people to 
promulgate a Fishery Ordinance on the line that the fishermen shall 
get a permanent right into their fisheries and they will never be com- 
pelled to ]my to the zemindars in kind, and the zemindars in case of 
interference with their rights shall be penalised and a minimum 
annual rent of one rupee per head shall be fixed for those fishermen. 

With these words, I draw the attention of the Government, and the 
.Government will kindly take necessary steps for the protection of these 
poor people without delay. 
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Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHIIOOD: Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak a few words on the land revenue policy of the Govermnent. 
About four years back when we stood election we gave a solemn 
pledge to the tenants of Bengal that if elected, we would reduce their 
rents. Four years have elapsed since then, but to our utter misfortune 
we have' not been able to redeem our pledge yet. A Rent Reduction 
Committee was set up long, long ago, but no report is forthcoming. 
And there is no certainty whether it will be coming forth soon. This 
apathy on the part of the Government clearly shows that they are not 
willing to do anything to reduce the high rents of the tenantry. 

Sir, it was the intention of the authors of the Permanent Settle- 
ment that both revenue and rent should remain i)ermanent and 
unaffected by the rise and fall of prices of commodities. But unfor- 
tunately due to the short-sighted policy of the Government the land- 
lords had grown too powerful by 1886, and the liCgislature was landlord- 
ridden and so in spite of opposition from some eminent members of the 
Rent Law Commission enhancement of raiyats* rents by zemindars was 
made legal 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMEDS On a point of order. Sir. Can a 
member of the Coalition Party criticise their own Government? Is it 
election propaganda? 

Mn ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: It is with a view to draw the 
attention of Government. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMEOs The speech had better been rkad 
out at a party meeting. 

Mt. ABDUR RA8GHID MAHMOOD. and for the first time 

after the Permanent Settlement was provided for in the statute book. 
And since then the zemindars have been merrily going on enhancing 
the rents of the tenants. 

Sir, no* attempt has been made to compare the average rate now 
prevailing, though in my opinion it is necessary for finding out the 
average rate of enhancements made since the Permanent Settlement. 
According to the figures given in the Introduction to Colebrooke’s 
Hu8bandr>' and Internal Trade of Bengal, it has been seen that taking 
the whole of Bengal, including Bihar and Orissa, the average rate of 
rent at the Permanent Settlement period was Re. 1-6 per acre of culti- 
vated land. The average rate of rents of raiyats of the permanently 
settled areas as calculated by the Land Revenue Office i^ Rs. 3-12 per 
acre, as against Re. 1-6 per acre of cultivated land at the Permanent 
Settlement period. The increase works out at 160 per cent. Thus from 
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the most reliable record of the Permanent Settlement period, get 

that the rate of rents of the raiyats of Bengal on an aTerage has 
increased by about 16^’^ per cent. Thus the raiyats are now paying 
about Bs. 812 lakhs in excess annually over what their rents should 
have been if the Permanent Settlement pargana rates had be^ main- 
tained as was intended by the authors of the Permanent Settlement 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. AiOUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: Sir, on the other hand, 
the revenue of the zemindars has remained what it was at Permanent 
Settlement and their net income which for Bengal portion was only 20 
lakhs (that is one-tenth of the revenue of 2 crores) is now 10 crores and 
32 lakhs* 2 crores of revenue which is equivalent to 8 crores and 

32 lakhs. Zemindars’ income has thus increased from 20 lakhs to 832 
lakhs. The increase works out at 4,160 per cent. 

I appeal to the Government to take necessary steps to reduce the 
rents of the tenants by at least 160 per cent, to save them from utter 
ruin. 

Sir, in my own district of Pabna the rate of rent varies from Bs. 3 
to Bs. 22-8 per acre. The people are quite unable to pay such high 
rents. The economic distress due to flood and drought has been the 
cause of the tenants' inability to clear up their rents annually. The 
landlords and zemindars have sold many a holding for the realisation 
of the accumulated arrears of rent. This has evicted thousands of 
tenants from their homesteads and turned them landless labourers. 
Some having natural love for their villages and neighbours are working 
and toiling on the fields of others to earn one meal a day. Others have 
left theit kith and kin and have been settling in the jungles of Assam. 
The high rate of rent has rent asunder the social fabric of the tenants. 
This is fortunate for the Government that the tenants are always law- 
abiding and loyal. But there is a limit to their toleration. If the 
Government do not come to their rescue to save their hearth and 
home, to save their life and property, to save their wife and children, 
the time is not far when it will be an impossible task of Government to 
put out the conflagration. The social structure which has been built up 
by the labour of men and nature for centuries will be demolished by 
their fire and fury. 

Therefore, no more time can be wasted on the contemplation of 
procedure only. Bold a .d strong stops are immediately necessary. 
Another thing which I must not forget to mention, and I draw the 
pointed attention of the Government to this serious question which is 
at present agitating the minds of the people of the district of Pabna: 
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Tlie proposal of cess revaluation has created a panic in the minds of 
the people. By the application of the Cess Revaluation Act, 75 per 
cent, of the poor tenants will be affected and hard hit by the abnormal 
increase of the cess, whereas 10 per cent, will have to pay the same 
amount of cess as they are paying now, and 10 per cent, will have to 
pay no cess at all, and the remaining 5 per cent, who are the landlords 
and zemindars and who can afford to pay will be benefited by more than 
50 per cent, reduction in their cesses. This is the position in short. 

It may not be out of place here to mention that the last revaluation 
of cess was made in the year 1928-29 and 15 years have not elapsed 
since then. And the Government have no justification to take up again 
the work of cess revaluation at the instigation of some interested persons 
who are sucking the life-blood of the tenants. 

Sir, the whole district has been protesting against the cess revalua- 
tion measure, and statesmanship demands that Government should 
respect public opinion. I therefore request the Hon*ble Minister to 
drop the operation of cess revaluation in Pabna at once. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ^ 

fit? ^ m ^ ^ 

^ ^ I iirm ^ 

«RT 1 \5tm 

^ I «it^ ^ "sm 

ist^ htfl ?jwt^ ^ ’TT® I ^ (tt 

^ ^ *«tt^FC5T OT ^ I 

^ ^ ^ ^ Kf^ 

^ ^ ^ TOT I ^t?n ’TR ’TOR c? f^rc^ 

’HP ^ ^TOT (7PR 

^ I ’Tfc^ tpi C’fllTOSI 

<tf«Ri cf?l, ^ ^ (TPtTOs <ttf^ ^ I f%« 

c*ii4 c^Hc^h (tt c^r?t •nr 1 

^ fitfTOr%5R ^ ^IRRi ’^Iror 

?piR ^ (R31 C5lnf^lf5^ OrTT® I 

IPR ^ ’TtCWt^ltCWl to ^ C ^ iffCgR ^5^ 

(71^ c«mr gtor ^ '"imi <tofiE»rR 

frorc^ t?i c’ffiivs 

Ri I ’^r R f CT ’ a fi y iTOR ^ a ^trrt ^ cTOiap 
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c^tnrc^ ^ ^ i ^#f?n ^ 

( 7 r ( 7 T^ ^ frorfl'' ^ ^?riu 5 51^, c^r ^ 

^nenr c-sm, ^ ^«imi W5: ]?w? 

'oiiHlij ^ ? ^ 5 t^ ^ ^ ^ c^ ? ^t?r*t ^ftw^ 
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w? (TRtff (Tf^Q^t^ !8Ffr ^ fnc^iji^ c^rtnrc^ 1 

^«f c^ <it^ tri5f%^ f^ ^ ?fffe tot "simot 

^ftfer Tto ^ ^pfT? "1^5^ ^0\ Tf%^ 

4K^] C^(.5n^ "iftfiF "tf^ tilTUST 

^ c-Jfr^r WOTT felTi ®ii^^ <lim ^ fetn ?iOT?rt^ ^ 
c^C'’^^ 'sS^f^W bC^f ^ ^ •TWT^ c^Hlf^c^ 4lc«1^^ 

^ ^f? ^ f|^, ($Wtfl? I (TT'^ftR CT'Hfe^ 

WCTT ^ Ff? <il^N ^ 

tS I ^ ^ c^ #n c^ c^ to 

^5t?rtOTR I tf^ (7r, c^ Ftor ?Fai^^ ^ ^ 1 

(TT^ (Tf c^f%*R ^fST ^ c^ ^ ^mr 

C''i4lTl ^jc^T frorc^, tV^s ^<3 ^ <^3^ ^ if 

c^lc^i^ tohi^ I Tt?®t uH (.<p|^(.^ crfns^, 

to ^ ftiR c^t^rc^ ^ ^ to^ wfif 'stm tIus ^ 1 

^l(,' 54 , ^ 0 ) 0*1 ^ ^itWRI ^arf!ft^ *ftft ^ff^'Cfl 

3 T<%^ to OT^ ^ 'Ttft C^toR, ^ 
cviTOH ^ I ?r^ ^ TO'f*R ®t^ vsR^^ '^[Hi tortoR 

to '^rmi ^ (?mto tr^ c^m^ 5^, (TTr*m 

•srtl^tn^ ^fcT 'ol(.v5^ t% TFWl C'^hC'iH, ^F*R fn(.<iH ^tjfF ^ 

c^ cswtor^ bM'oi'vj) to f%f% i^' 5 '^rt ^4 <c 4 cs^*i 1 ^t^r 

tosjRi ^ ?TR ^5^ ’RsfR f% toR ^iPhi i 
3(fR99f ^ ^rtr ^ c?c*R ^ ^ to^ 

HjHj 'fll^ C^W ^^«1, (71^ '^PRI '^(t^ ^ 4W '®fMl R(L«H I 

^ (OTI^ CMtr??l ^ (TFt^ ’T?7l ^ ^Itos (TltROC^ ^fTO 
m (TFRTR I to 3Rt-5t^ OT FIR C^, 

^ '^rtp to ^ I ^ ^tS© ^!FtoR ^ «lc?rf^3T, 

RWi (RiTitot^ «R3Tt<fR«nR #fr toR «R7^ 

«4^ W!(C^ I ^ ^ ’<rf8R1 ^ ^FpriS (7FRC3R, RtTO 5^ 

^tfiniR c? v 5 Rt^*tc^ toR c^FRnnR i ^ ^ ^r<fi 



1941 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


imr w (?r"Wr#t4 (?Fm Jntrr Tift thct Tft trt 

C^tT Setter \5t51 ^ft^l T1 *1tITF \S(.^ Ttn "Q ^Fft*tT TTftn (71^ 

ftsni^TPri 5MI (Traw ?in '^PrUTf? <ftTRm TTt<itnr« ^sft ’Rtw srt 
‘S fS't'tT'S S|t«^ ^®Ttft T ftW^H . «imi 

TtnftsTtT i|T1 CTtT tft^Tfra ^nift^TlT I "fft ®tft *fil CTTl Tl? 

CT .^Ih(.*i 'otHIu 4 *11^1 5C4 I ®fn 

^Pi(,<i(.^, ftrlT TT T® T® Tt®T 

ftnr cofi? »ft^?l? «ri tr®® i ’ffttiTra 

ftc^treif' T^n ^Cirir? ct, tfsri? sffsRi «ti7T (TFtTTfti ifft 

Tl®t?1iT ’trsp Tf%! 'Tlc^ I CT TsprtCTil CtTlRWH (TretT 

Tt’MH T® T® 'al<j4Tln, (7T "fftpTCT? 5T® 'TRT f% '^Hl TTI TfH I 

'Tfirg ^''h v!]^ cT sfftnft tr'ti ^ ^ Trfjpftr g 

'Stm '*ftr!R ITT gT CitCT <tT? gT of^rs ftra ?T7f I Tf] J|«l>fMl 

ftrt^tT '^J3r Hil^i ^f^ft®* ^ crTIrtr w*ij Ttvn 

®rs Tftff =jftoi^^ I (71 ^ftfift ®T® (71 (TIT iSfilft SIllTR 

ftc^tlT (71 ftfTi’t ftiTR (Ttin ®U7R I Tft s T],!®® Ttftrftt tf'^h SftW 

(TTrlT 7»tr!F •II'.'M^'pl, fVl TW TIIW 1*1 CTITT ’UTITTIl gT ’>l'f®*I?1‘t ftTlT 
ftl7^*f ftiTI TT «t3 ft(71C®Tt ’FtH't >4^ ^ (Tfgum ’▼T®! tfaftOT® 

Tit, Tts'sn Twrewa ti^, sFitiTf^ arftitft cTiir^ tUtti 'srtft cmi:® 

5ft gT ##t I §lf^ ?r®rt17rT'TTTri 'ST^t^ TfiHlTWTT^^TfiJl 5^^ 

I 45^ 5Fft?r 41T1 Tft'tT TftiTF (MTl^ ^tfft pftT ifSTCTf T^TI 
(TrtTB^ (71 C3WOT «T ®r;i ®t® TT. tillTKia C^tWa Offi] ftrlT TTTTtg 
c^mfl I 41 TT '«« ##ftt#t', «ff?fiTT#r, Tt'-fw^ Rstr? I T^i^tf® ’rtm, 
^Ttft 'Jft’tTtil (TItCT C^WpHiTlil (7ITT T^CTT ftfSTlI ^Tt® 5ft I ®fin 

(71 TCISR 'Tift (nlTf (TTTfen? TRI JPRS T^TI (TItsift I 'Tift ftfWTI 'fft, 
®tITT TTflJ'ff TTTTlft'C?? ^IT, 4151, 4| (ft1«i^ TlTTaf SIIVt TICTT 'iNfi^'sk^ 
5tmi 'TJlHIfl Tl'flW (71 ft^T Srt’lT 4Wlfc:WH (TiftT #JI Oft^ ftllT 
(751® ftwf®C5pT ? 41^* 4] ft^ fSntl C®t® 551 (TFT ? TTiftsaFCT 4]® 'Tft'lSt 
*fM 551 Tt ? 'sICtk ti.’nt <i(.kI«i Jlit*? 5l51 5tftT TlC5t5t5f TTcl^T 
'TOI%5H 4 |® *tftTOT (Totlftr TO ®ft1 C^ CTO *tr>F C®t® IroftiTHf 
ftK^ C®t® (TC ' l l ftWT ft T1 T ^«t51 *|sit?R TO%5fH ft Ti ? TOTft;5 
CWSlfir VSHtiffttC® Of T®! ®t^ C5lr»ft5T — 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid Maulvi Sahib I will have no other 
alternative but to refuse to call you any more if you go on like tj^H. 
The subject-matter of discussion to-day is only reduction of rent, but 
you are discussing the Ministry’s history, the policy of the Coalition 
and every other thing except the subject of reduction of rent. I do 
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not think you have spoken two sentences about reduction of rent. As 
I have got the power not to call a speaker, if I find you again indulging 
in these speeches, I shfirfl be most reluctantly compelled to invoke that 
power. 


Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ^ I 

<71 (7T^ ^ ? 

Mfi SPEAKERS Order, order. That is my decision. If you go 
on like this I will not call you again. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ^itaRi <7(^1 1 (Tlf^ 

^ FW? ’Ttr577[? 

'ftft ^ iTTtTiT^ 

pftf)- I (Tftr^ '®rT*fi c^tr?r- 

% (71 ^ 3Tfm ^5tm ^ (TmiTRl ^ 

^ I (71^^ ^ ’Tofll 

ftrSSt^l ^ <iI(7rf|?7R I (7T^ ?Tflt (TFlirfW I 

^ I ^^ItTTT (7f^ 05117T 

I iR ^ I ^srfhn #n7R (TT, ^ to 

TO I isfi^ i3f% fro ^ 

TOT^ (7R7T fro, ^ ^ ottro 

^ai^TO TO TO I TO ^TOr TOTO C^ ^ \ 
^TO ^Ffro (7RI 'arfwffT ®tk?r ^^5Ttf?i ^TOTOrr 

^M'^tpsn c^rkF TOi [>i^c^4 cMc^ ^Sl^i , 

'«ft^ TO5 TOnn ^ TOTOTO ^ ?fTO 

TO?! ^ (Titmi to 5517R 

fewfro t|TO M3 c56i TO^ toc^ *ffer ^3 

f$T^-yfa>n!it^ TO*ftnnf ^ TOf%iT ctot (tts^i 

CJftnrc^ I (TTOf ^ (TTiror? ^ i 

TO^ TOTO TOTOS to TOT (TO ! 'iJ ^ ^ ^ I 

vpiftn TO TOl TO ^ TO TOTO 

TOfti ?Pr (TTSin ^ ^ (TfTO (7T^ <lftTO TO (TT® ^ ? fV'i ^ 
CTOTT fTORT <t(75^TO. 

<7TO(7nr ^ (Ti^ toto TO^ toto cot^ 
<?alt7ir fefro TOkr TOf ^ikn ^ TOHi (TOcs^ TOrti ?r^ ’tfliTRr 
^ I I ^l^fa TO Cbl^C^ ^ I ^tCTt TOf ^ TOlTO 

t(TO (TFTO TOR ^ 1 #91 TOR W^TOTO^ ##t C*RtW 
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IRT I ^ <7Ft^ (TT fTOTHpr, 

(7^ c^ (7m\ cpt^rc^ ^ I ^ <ft8Ri 

tj^iilc.^ frortf^FSl c^iWC^H I NsMi ^t^®t 

^rijPRT m c^ ^ ^ <?k» 

^1 TO ^(mi ^ c^ fiT?r ^sty^tlPm 

^ ^ C^ ^ ^f?lll>il1 ^f«PPt^ CStufe^ ^fSpFI 

C*fr^ f%5t? I TPK^ ^ (7f tfTgl^ 

^^rtfir ^snnRpr'r^^ <ftw^ ^^^iiHi^i ft^pn? 

(?rQ 7 i irc^n c^ ? ^\i\t ^ ?i (TI^ '*11^^61 W tot 

?f^ ’^aRI ’rStC’^ 3|f|pl^l 5 ^ c^ 7 ^ I “f^'^‘^1 b'C «R 

ymr^T ^tfl" ?r^ ?r^ 1 ^ ^3 

(TT^ (7R il tr^t^ ^ ^ 

I 

Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOWDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am a 
zemindar and I feel that I must disclose my mind. The Permanent 
Settlement Regulations are responsible for the creation of the class of 
zemindars. But I believe that the system has outlived its period of 
utility. As a point of merit in favour of the system, it may be said 
that the higher class nobility and the respectable middle class have 
come into existence as a buffer between the State and the people and 
the classes as a whole have contributed to the social and political 
awakening of the country. The present day education for what it is 
worth is due more or less to the exertions of these classes. 

If they have contributed to the good of the society, they have also 
served as an obstacle in the way of establishment of a close relation 
between the State and the people. The average man of the village 
hardly knows that there is a Government responsible to the people and 
ready to ameliorate his condition. He knows his maliks, be they the 
tenure-holders or the zemindars. He never knows the District Magis- 
trate and Collector as his own men appointed to serve him in his weal 
and woe. Wherever in the world such a system existed it has given 
way. With the advent of Provincial Autonomy, we must have there- 
fore the Great Chinese Wall demolished and the people must have 
connection with the State only, in every walk of life. The Permanent 
Settlement must go and the zemindari system must be abolished. 

I. accuse the system being an obstacle in the way of development of 
trade and industry in the land. A man by toiling and moiling will 
hoard money, but he will hoard it not to invest in any enterprise, but 
he will purchase a zemindari to pass the remaining days of his life in 
ease and comfort and have a heritable position of privilege secured for 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[24th March, 


his soii«. The Court of Wards will protect the imbeciles and extra- 
vagants and no worry y there for a man who leaves a zemindari and 
unworthy successors. The temptation, therefore, is irresistible. Every 
officer worth the name saves money, every money-lender makes his piles 
to tlie same and acquires something of a zemindari. If you ask him to 
invf'st any money in industries, he will fly away and up till now Bengal 
has not been able to invest sufiicient money for development of industries 
and trade and commerce. The far-reaching effect therefore of the 
system is pernicious. The earlier it goes the better. The Revenue 
Commission have made their deliberations. The report is before the 
Government. It must be implemented by suitable legislation at once. 
The Hon’ble Minister told us that he was examining the recommenda- 
tions. Let me hope that the examination is by now finished and that 
legislation is on the anvil. We have waited long. We cannot wait 
any more. There are difficulties. Any revolution in society involves 
risks and difficulties. The first legislation will not be perfect. We 
shall amend any law we pass as soon as we find that it operates hard on 
any class of people. The zemindars wull lose not in economic considera- 
tion, hut in privilege and position. All are creatures of God. No 
single class has any right to lord over the rest of society. The Revenue 
Commission report makes it abundantly clear that by the elimination 
of the zemindari system economically the province will achieve a great 
march. There will be enough money for education, sanitation, public 
health, industries and the like. The balance of convenience for’ the 
society as a whole must weigh heavy with the Ministry and personal 
gain or loss should not be the points of consideration with them. 

We cried hoarse and an amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act was 
undertaken. The amendments became law. But what is the effect? 
Tahari, luohori, mdiana, nazarana, dakhihi, peada are only some 
amongst other items of exactions current even to-day. These are not 
cognisable offem^es. Officers have no sympathy generally w'itli the poor 
tenantry of Bengal. The magistracy as a whole belong to a class of 
people who are themselves the offenders in their own home. Can we 
expect that a rustic of the village will walk over 25 miles and reach a 
subdivisional town to take a chance of trial in which his witnesses are 
all under obligation to the landlord, and the magistracy with a mind 
leaning generally in favour of landlordism? Take the case of Educa- 
tion Cess. Is the Government prepared to investigate what is taking 
place in the countryside? The landlords have been given a clean slate 
to write on, and they write as they like and not as the law is. It is not 
di pice in the rupee, but in many cases even 5 annas in the rupee is not 
the adequate figure. Who is there to see that the vagaries of the 
zemindars’ officers do not play havoc in the countryside? When you 
have the law have also the machinery to enforce the principles. Do not 
shirk the responsibility. Land diluviated is reformed in situ. Most 
men on behalf of zemindars quickly swarm upon it. The cry of the 
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old tenant and his offer of payment of rent and demand of delivery of 
possession of the lands of his tenancy are very often all cries in the 
wilderness. The Magistrate is there with his favourite section 144 to 
direct the tenant out of the land. You expect a poor tenant to fight in 
the law court, but is it possible? Can you not conceive of a machinery 
to help in the administration of law on this score also? 

The jalkar gives you revenue. But who are the people in the field? 
It is the toiling thousands of fishermen who work at the risk of their 
lives in the sun and rain and hailstorm on the breast of the ruffled 
rivers. How are they treated? Who is there not to loot them? Their 
catches attract people of all grades. It is not even a starving ration 
they get as remuneration of their work. 

The is no law to protect the fishermen. Lawlessness is the law in 
the river. I hope the Ministry will not lose time to have legislation 
for protection of the fishermen as a class. 

Two questions more and I have done. In khas nuihal — How many 
tenancies were determined by rent auction and purchased by the 
Collector? Are the lauds in pos.se88ion of the Collector? Are they all 
settled — Or is it that they are res nullias now to the advantage of 
the men on the spot — one on the side of the Collector and another with 
a plough? 

Land reform m situ. They are cultivated by the people for ten 
years, but grazing settlement brings a few coins to the coffers of the 
State. *It is a matter for enquir>' — What is taking place behind the 
screen? The story is the same in the Court of AVards. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, 1 have 
listened with very great interest to some of the speeches that have been 
delivered by the movers of the.se cut motions and by their supporters. 
V'arious points have been raised in the course of the discussion. There 
are two main cut motions, one moved by Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed to 
discuss the Rent Enquiry Committee work and failure to make a general 
reduction in the rate of rent of the raiyats. The next motion was 
moved by my esteemed friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal to discuss 
the reduction of rent at least to the extent of enhancements that have 
taken place in the course of the la.st thirty years. 

In spite of what has fallen from Maulvi Abdul Wahed, I venture 
to maintain that Government yield to none in their anxiety to give 
relief to the tenants of Bengal and this is not merely a lip sympathy. 
Their record of work during the last four years clearly and unequi- 
vocally shows what they have done. Here the Ministry has been 
criticised; the Hon’ble Chief Minister has been criticised, I should 
say, rather unjustly. It has been suggested that the Chief Minister 
gave certain pledgees in his election,' but he failed to carry out those 
pledges. Sir, I would again refer the honourable members to our 
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record of work. On the Bengal Tenancy Act we take our stand, and 
we Hope to go down to posterity with the Bengal Tenancy Act in our 
hand. Sir, some of us^iave suffered personal loss, and I can assure my 
honourable friends by no means very small amounts, and this we have 
done out of deference to the wishes of my friends here and because of 
our anxiety to do our best to give relief to the tenantry of this province. 

The first cut motion suggests that we should reduce rents at once 
and the mover wants to chastise Government for their failure to take 
steps in that direction. The Rent Enquiry Committee was appointed 
by this House. The committee consists of members from all sides of 
the House. Sir, the responsibility lies entirely with the committee. I 
do not think that the House will appreciate any interference by the 
Revenue Department or by Government for the matter of that in the 
work of that committee. The committee had been going into details; 
the committee undertook several tours in different districts to under- 
stand the situation and to study the problem at first hand ; and I hope 
the committee will soon come to a decision. Therefore, I maintain that 
there has been no failure on the part of the Government to attach 
sufficient importance to this question of rent reduction. In fact. 
Government stand committed to the principle of moderate rent for the 
tenantry of Bengal. Where the rent is high, we are prepared to bring 
it down, but ad hoc reduction of rent is neither possible nor desirable. 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal has suggested a reduction at least to the 
extent of the increase in rent that has taken place in the course of the 
last thirty years. What does it mean? It means merely ad hoc 
reduction of rent 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: No, no. 

Th« Hon’bia Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY ; I shall just prove 
it. There are holdings' the rate of rent of which does not exceed 
probably two annas per bigh^i. And there may be holdings the rate of 
rent of which is Rs. 5 per bigha. Now there may have been enhance- 
ments of rent in both the cases. Suppose in the case of the higher 
rent there has been an increase of two annas in the rupee, that is, ten 
annas in all, and this is the amount by which it proposed to reduce the 
rent. Suppose, in the other case there has been an increase of two 
annas, and according to Mr. Sanyal’s suggestion the present rent of 
four annas will have to be reduced by two annas. Sir, the rate of rent 
after all is a share of the produce. That fact should always be bom© 
in mind, because it is only a share of the produce to which the pro- 
prietor of the soil is entitled. But I do not propose to go into these 
I would just place before the House the difficulty, the 
undesirability and inequity of ad hoc reduction of rent. It entails 
detailed examination, detailed survey and the whole question has to be 
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thoroughly examined before Government can agree to a reduction of 
rent. But if rent is high in aiparticular area, we have got aufiicient 
powers vested in us under section 112 and we can always bring it down. 
Only the other day, in the exclufed areas of Mymensingh we found the 
rate of rent to be extremely high, and we brought it down. And I can 
tell you that where it will appear to be high, we propose to apply this 
power. If my honourable friends will supply us with cases where the 
rate of rent is exorbitant, unjust and unfair, we shall not hesitate to 
apply the powers with which we are vested. But my friends must realise 
that ad hoc reduction of rent is not possible. I know that there are 
some strong feelings in this House and outside about reduction of rent, 
but it is difficult to give effect to the proposal without being unfair, 
unjust or iniquitous to those who will be affected by such proposals. It 
is futile to say that all landlords are rich or rolling in wealth and that 
therefore their rent-roll must be brought down. But there are tenants 
who are practically landlords; even there are tillers of the soil who are 
landlords. So when you are going to reduce the rent, you have to bear 
in mind whom you are going to hit. Probably the persons whose 
interests are uppermost in your mind will be hard hit and crushed out 
of existence if your proposals are accepted and given effect to. Govern- 
ment holding a position of responsibility cannot talk like you and 
cannot take action in a light-hearted manner. They must proceed 
cautiously and think seriously before taking action in a matter like 
this. I find the Leader of the Krishak Proja Party is smiling, but I 
wish he had continued in the Ministry, for then he would have been 
faced with the realities of the situation 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He left it because he found 
it to be a hopeless job. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; Had he been in 
the Cabinet, he also would have given the same reply 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED: I find the Parliamentary Under 
Secretary on your right is prompting you. Sir Bijoy ! 

The Hofl’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Then, Sir, several 
observations have been made with regard to the report of the Floud 
Commission. Somebody has suggested that this is a document which 
was created just for stopping the tenants from putting forward their 
complaints with regard to reduction of rent. I join issue with the 
gentleman who has made that suggestion, because the Land Revenue 
Commission consisted not merely of representatives of landlords but the 
majority were the representatives of the tenants, who, I maintain, are 
no less interested in the welfare of the tenantry than the gentleman 
who had the audacity to make that uncharitable remark 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: ^ 

<?Ft^ ^ I ^ 

The Hon'bie 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8IMCH ROY: Sir, I shall not 
take more time of the House but shall conclude presently with one or 
two remarks. As regards the question of fisheries raised by Mr. Madhu- 
sudan Sarkar and Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury, I have made it quite clear 
in my opening speech that we have just received the report of the Special 
Officer appointed to enquire into this question. He has made various 
recommendations which have been examined by the Board of 
Revenue 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a point of information, Sir. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan stated in reply to a question to-day that the 
report was submitted in 1939, but the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department now says that it has just been received. May 
I know which is the correct information? 

The Hon’bte 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I am sorry to find 
that my friend is labouring under a misapprehension. There are two 
reports ; one dealing with the industrial side of the question and the 
other with the revenue side on which a cut motion has been tabled. It 
has been proposed that fishermen should be given rights on the analogy 
of the rights enjoyed by the occupancy raiyats. I therefore thiak it is 
the revenue side of the question that you are talking about. The report 
dealing with the revenue side of the question was received only the 
other (lay, and it has been thoroughly examined by the Board of 
Revenue, and I propose to take up the matter immediately. 

With these word.s. Sir, I oppo.se the cut motions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, have you any objection if 
Mr. Ramizuddin’s motion and your motion are put together for division 
because they are almost of identical nature? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We have no objection, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then 1 put both the motions together for division. 
The office will only see that the division lists are shown separately. 

Mr, 8YE0 HA8AN ALI GHOWDHURY: Sir, the motions relate 
to different i^ues and the.y should be put separately. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS In future let the Opposition have one attitude. 
I am asked to do one thing by one section and to do another thing by 
the other section. 
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Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Let the motions be put 
separately. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then I ought to have been told before. 1 find 
that the Whips of the two parties are sometimes working together and 
sometimes are not working together. 

Mr. HIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May 1 submit. Sir, 
that two different issues are involved? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The matter does not concern you. 1 was told at 
the very begining that there would be no objection if the two motions 
were put together; otherwise the debate on the two motions w'ould not 
have been tagged together. It is no use driving the members to the 
division lobby one after another. 

The motion of Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. dl,58,000 for expenditure under the head *‘7 — Land Revenue*’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 


AYES— 31. 


AMul Wahttf, MmIvI. 

Ahnai KhM. Mr. tyai. 
Ailmniil^Ahiiiad, Mr. 

•Mtrfi, Mr. Satya Prfya. 

■araia, lafea Pranhari. 

•arma, Mr. PaspaJIt 
■ariMa, AaSa tliyana Praiai. 
Aarnaa. SaSa Upaaira Nath, 
•aia. Mr. lantaih Kamar. 
■itwaa, Baha Lakihaii Narayaa. 
Baaa, Mr. tarat Ohaaira. 
Ohakrrtarty, Mr. 4atiaara Nath. 
Dai, Mr. Maamahaa. 

Datta eapta, Mill Mira. 

Oatta Maiaaiiar, Mr. NlharaaBa. 
Bbaia, Mr. Atal Krlihaa. 
DiataMla Ahaiatf, Mr. 

Aapta. Mr. 4. N. 


Naaaa All Obawikary, Mr. lyai. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Bktaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. NlihHha Nath. 

MaJI, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 

Malaaiiar, Mn. Naiaaprava. 

MaaM, Mr. AiarHa Lai. 

MaaiaL Mr. KrMiaa Praaai. 
Maairanaaiaa IMaaiahaBL Maalaaa MP. 
Maahal Haaaia, Mr. 

Naskar, Mr. Naai Obaaira. 

Raialiaiaia AbaiaB, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obara Obaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatba Nath. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka Bakbar. 

Bhabaiali, Mr. 

•baanaMa Abaiai, Mr. M. 

•lagba. Baba Kibaira Nath. 

Waliar Rabaiaa, MaaM. 


NOES— to. 


AMal Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abia«a-AI Mahaiaai. Mr. 

Abiar Rabaiaa, Kbaa Rakaiar A. P. M. 
Abiar Rabaiaa SMbigl. Mr. 

Abiar RaaabM Mabiaaai, Mr. 

Abiar Raibaai, Maalvl Mi. 

Abiar Raaf, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvl t. 
Abial Malalab Malik, Dr. 

Abiar Raiaab. Maahri. 

Abiai Bbabaai. Maalvl Mi. 

Abal MaMilai. MaalvL 
Aflab AILMr. 

AbaMi M aiMi, Mr. 

ARaaaiMa AbaMi, Kbaa Babaiar HaaivL 


AMir All Mia, Maaivi Mi. 

Aawaral Ailia, Kbaa Babaiar Mi. 

AMralall, Mr. M. 

Aalai Naaiaia Kbaa, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvl. 
Asbar All, Maalvl. 

Bitarai, Mr. RaMk Lai. 

Bbippaaiala, Mr. i. w. 

BlaiR, Mr. I. A. 

Dai,RaifablbKirttBiiaMa. 

Parbat Baa# Kbaaaai, BagaM. 

PaMal OmMt, Kbaa Babaiaf MaafvL 
Blaiiiaf, Mr. D. 

•alaai Bararar Naialai, Mr. Bbah Byai. 
•fMHba,Mr.B. 
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IfMiiito Abati •bwiliiry, AllMbJ. 
NaiMMa ObMibliiirl, MmM. 

NtaMaMia Abaai, KImn taiilb. 
MaiMaiiaaaa, MaaM Mi. ^ 

NaafcM All Kbaa, Kbaa Aabaiaf Maalvi. 
Maafaa Harabai, Mra., M.1.1. 

NatoMaHy iaaiaiar, Kbaa tablb Maalvi. 
Naarblaga, Mr. K. i. 

Naairy, Mr. Oavli. 

Nayaraai, Mr. Ragara. 
lirli Abaiai Mia, Maalvi. 
ialalaMia Abaai, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvi. 
iaalaiaiiia Abaiai, Kbaa babab Maalvi. 
Kabimiila Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvi. 
Kaaaai AM MIraa, tablbnia Kavaa iab iyti. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

Manviila Abaiai, Maalvi. 

Mataaiila Obaaibary, Maalvi. 

MagaH Mr. L. T. 

Mablab, Mabarajkaaiar Uiay Dbaai. 

Maaiai, Mr. Rlral Ohaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagal Cbaaira. 

Maairaiiia Akbaai, Maalvi. 

MHaa, Mr. «. W. 

Margaa, Mr. R., o.I.E. 

Maiaanaal Mag, Maalvi Mi. 


MvbaaiaMi taraH^ MaaM. 

MahaaiaMi Hii^aa, Kbaa Rabaiar Or. iyai. 
Mabaaiaiai RalalaMa, Kbaa Sablb MaaM. 
Mafcarjaa, Mr. Tarakaalb, M.R.K. 

MaMlak, tba Naa'Wa Mr. Makaaia Rabary. 
Mattagaaraal Nagaa, Mr. byai. 

Rabaaa, Kbaa Rabaiar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tba Naa*bla Mr. Prataaaa Dab. 

Raiaar Rabnm Kbaa, Mr. 
baiaraiila Ahaai, Mr. 
baaaaNab, Dr. 
barkar, Raba Maibaaaiaa. 
barkar, Mr. Raliai Raajaa. 
barajal lalan, Mr. 
bhahabaiila, Mr. Khvraja, O.R.f . 
bhaaMaiila Abaiai Kbaaikar, Mr. 
blark, Mr. A. F. 
bbaaiMl Naia, Maalaaa. 
blaaiair. Mr. i. F. 
biriar, Raba LHta Maaia. 
bakraarariy, tba Naa’bla Mr. N. b. 
byallar, Mr. i. H. 

Taaiiiaiiia Kbaa, tba Haa’bla Mr. 
fatal Abaiai Obaaibary. Maalvi Mali. 

Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaiaf All Obaaibary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 36 and the Noes 80, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Es. 31,58,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” was 
then put and a division was called by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. 

a 

Mr. SPEAKERS I hope, Mr. Sanyal, in future you will not ask me 
to do anything unless there is clear agreement between the two 
sections. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is true 
at the outset I gave you to understand that I have no objection to the 
two motions being put together 

Mr. SPEAKER: You told me you would have no objection. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I did, Sir, and I take the 
full responsibility. But at the same time you will appreciate that 
sometimes it is not possible to agree to certain matters, and you will 
please also appreciate that the issues are different. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I had known it before, I would have ruled the 
first motion out of order because it raises two distinct issues. It was 
simply as a matter of grace and on the understanding that there was to 
be one discussion and there would be one voting that I allowed it. 
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Mft 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; It is no trouble for members 
to go to tbe division lobby. We also wanted to curtail the devision in 
our own interest, so that we might have more speakers on our side to 
speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The first motion is out of order as it raises two 
distinct issues. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL8 That is a different matter. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: But I allowed it because I thought there would 
not be a separate voting. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 31.')8,000 under the head ‘‘7 — Land Revenue'’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYEI^S. 


AMmI WthH MmIvI. 

Ahmttf Khan. Mr. lyaS. 
AMaittMla AhmaS, Mr. 

Saaarji, Mr. Ittya Prfya. 

■araia. Sala pramiiarl. 

■araiaa, saSa SliyaMa Prttas. 
■araaa, MMa UptaSra Nats, 
■aaa, Mr. taataas Kaaiar. 

■aaa, Mr. Saral OSaatfra. 

Daa, Mr. Maaatasaa. 

OatU flapta, MIta Mira. 

Patia Maaaaitfar, Mr. NiSartaSa. 
esaif, Mr. At«l KriiSaa. 
SiaMiStfa ASaifP, Mr. 
iapta, Mr. J. N. 

Naaaa All CSawSSary. Mr. tyap. 


Kaaiar, Mr. Atal OSaatfra. 
Kaaia, Mr. NiaSttSa Nats. 
Mali, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 
MaJaaiiar,Mn. Hnaaprava. 
MaaSM, Mr. Aa^Ha Lai. 
Maaial, Mr. KriaSaa Praaai. 



Natktr, Mr. Htai OSaatfra. 
RaaHiatftfla ASaiatf, Mr. 
Ray, Mr. osara OSaatfra. 
Ray, Mr. MaaaiatSa Nats, 
taayal, Mr. iaaaaka OakSar. 
Hasatfall, Mr. 

•saaiaatftfia ASaiatf, Mr. M. 
Waliar RaSaiaa, Maalvi. 


NOES— 74. 


AMal HaUai VIkraaiparl, Maalai Mtf. 

AStfal Wasak KSaa, Mr. 

AStfaUa-AI Makaiaatf, Mr. 

AStfar Rakaiaa, Ksaa Sakatfar A. P. M. 
Aktfar Rakaiaa lltftflal, Mr. 

AStfar RawSltf MakaMatf. Mr. 

AStfar Raiktatf. Maalvi Mtf. 

AStfar Raat, KSaa Sakatfar Maalvi t. 

AStfal MatalaS MaNk, Pr. 

AStfar Raatak, Maalvi. 

AStfat Okasaitf, Maalvi Mtf . 

ASal Naakiai, Maalvi. 

ANlS AN, Mr. 

Ak«aN NaMla, Mr. 

eilMatftfia ASaiatf, KSaa Sakatfar HaalvL 
Aawaral AalaL Kkaa iakatfar Mtf. 

AMfM.Hr. H. 

Aalatf Ma a aa la Kkaa, Kkaa Rasatfar HaalvL 
iUkar AN, HaalvL 


Rlfwaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Okippaatfala, Mr. tf . W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Parkat saaa Kkaaaai, Rafaai. 

Paital Qaatflr, Kkaa iakatfar MaalvL 
eiatftflag, Mr. P. 

ialaai Oararar NataiaL Mr. Okak Oyatf. 

erlHtki, Mr. 0. 

iya aa tf tfl a iUiaMtf Okaatfkary, AlkatfJ. 
NaStatftfla OkaatfkarL HaalvL 
Naailtfatftfto ASauM, Kkaa OakH. 
NataaaiiaaMa, Maalvi Mtf. 

Naakaai AH Kkaa, Kkaa iakatfar MaalvL 
NaMaa Harvkatf, Mrs., H.i.R. 

NatoauRy tfaaiatfar, Kkaa SakH MaalvL 
Naarkkifi, Mr. R. tf . 

Naatfry, Mr.iavltf. 

Mr. Ragan. 

tf aa ia i atf tf l a Akantf, Kkaa OafeM HaalvL 
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[24th Hakch, 




MMraMa KkM, KUa Miitor Nnl*l. 
KiMM All Miria, tAiitlMMa Kawm Jak lyti. 
■aiiiMta Akmtf, MaalvL 

MAitiiiilA OJiMKlliArr» MasIvI. 

MAgAlri, Mr. L. T. 

MAktAk, MAkATAlkiAiAr UiAy OkAaA. 

MaaM, Mr. tirAl OkAAinu 
MAAiAt, Mr. 4Af At OkAAArA. 

MAAlTAMiA AkkAA^, MaaIvI. 

MUm, Mr. 0. W. 

MtrfAA, Mr. i., O.I.E. 

MAIAAIAIfl HAk, MAAIvI m. 

MikAAIAlAi ItTAll, MAAIvI. 

MAkAAiAiAi IMMkAA, KkAA lAkAEAr Dr. tyiA. 
MAkAAiAiAi IaIaIaiaa, KkAA tAhlk MaaIvI. 
MAktrJtA, Mr. TATAkAAtk. M.K.E. 

MAllffk, tk« NAA'kli Mr. MAkAAiA itkAry. 
MAftAfAAMAl MAkAA, Mr. lyAA. 


The Ayes being: 32 and the 


RaNnKi tM NaA*llf Mr. PraHunui Dik. 

RAiAAr RAkAiAA KkAA, Mr. 

MArAMlA AkuH Mr. 

•AAAAtlAk, Dr. 

•ATkAT, RAkA MAkkAIAkAA. 

iArkar, Mr. HaIIaI RaaJaa. 

••rAlAl IslAAi, Mr. 

tkAkAkAitflA. Mr. KkirAlA, C.R.E. 

•kAAitAMiA AkAiMI KkAAi|iAr, Mr. 

•ptllAr. Mr. 4. N. 

klAClAlr. Mr. 4. f. 

liriAT, lAku LIttA MaaAa. 

•AkrAWArtfy, tkt HAA*kla Mr. H. i. 
llArk, Mr. A. r. 

TAiAliAMiA KkAA, the HAA'kiA Mr. 
TaIaI AkAiMl ChAAifcAry, MaaIvI HaJI. 
WAlkcr, W. A. M. 

YasaI All OkAAikAry, Mr. 


Noes 74, the motion was lost. 


Mr. A8IMUODIN AHMED S Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Hs. 31,58,000 under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

"Srm 'SRI ^4? I 

bRT Aseembly?:^ 

‘il^s ^dlli) (OTTt? ^ gwi <4^ Hou.^eil?r " 

I ^ cut motionvij^ ^ 

Govemraeutoq^ wjt 1 ^ 

report ^rlf^ 'il^ 

Communique issue CRT 

^ ^ I "^FtW ^ ^ March ttIPT 

Non-Agricultural Tenancy Temporary Bill | tftiTI 

tpsiiOT ®cb^*f Win ^ 

^itwi (.^[#>^1 Sfenf^ (7rQf% 15^ 1 w. 

I <i]^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ 'i|? ^5f?n i5^C«?r Government f% g t fit?n 

^Rc4'h <ii^^ 

^ jRr ^ I Siftdl (land- 
less) C^rf^ I ^ 

ciTt^ qi ^ ^ 
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^ <?Ft=T tf^fW ^ I ^ *W?r ftw 

4 ^; f%5T, m ^ 50I5CR0 tw «inHl fro =« 

I 43'oIi 4 f^, *rf5H CO ^ ’pft’*rfir *Rr8 ^lar 

50 noticeifl '®ltC 5 1 ^ISlWfl 

C^ "n ^ I ’?tfh5rt^ (TPttCT 'il5lSI 4’14l’l 'S^ftvRT 

*117 71 I 'StTim ^ft77, <R, gtH JaC’FTft^ ft*!^ I <5t7lOT (TOT f7?P»ft7, 
f7*tg' 7Tf%! C7^ "TIT:^ 7f%7t 7C7 ^ 71 I 'SftTtm ClTTfll^ *tl7fC9 

WWi:7 f^ CW7 ^r® 7l7 71 ^ S*ttir CTfr I ^JlTlTI TTOf. 7Wi:7, 

Municipality^ (71 77^ 7l7 ’TO! CT^ 717*11 717^77 717 ^t77l7 

S*H7I1*1T' 7C7 1 (515171 TIIStI, 717 «7lft TfTO (TPlUTT 7t7 71711 

(717117 717 7777 *17 (71^ Wf7Sf% 777 (J7T717 57 (577 (5l5ll77 (71717 

'5^t^ (51^1^717 7T771 ^71 57 1 '7f^*ll(.77 7*^171^^77 7^7 7C7l7lf7t777 7*C7 

(5151177 -fTI To C(5tl? 71 C*f'87l7 71P7, (717T771777 TIItF fir Pi *1 f%3ft 71 7F717 
7?P7, '7771 ftTTl TTff 71 (Tr<37l7 77*7 (5l5lt77 177*1:7! notice (9rtfl ^RH 

57 471 (577 (5151177 TlTT 5^ (?1717 SfTTI TftlT® 57 I CT*!^ tJWlOT 

471 77''l7l7m 715171 7l7 7^77 C7l7 STp 5l7 *71:7 (5151177 '8 'Tlll'^ 471 

(5151177 ®i:5^ 7*71 7ftT(5 *ttC7 71 I !%(* Slf^ *f7fl71 7l7liAC*l *J5 f^Pil^ 
TiTTl 777l7 **P(.*i8 ^IfTl'olH 777l7 7*f77l7 ^f77l7 *tl^C7 71 47* (5l5TC*f7 
T7 5^t7 71 I *515171 (?Fl777*7 7lfl«1C7 7l'5|l7 7K?t 71 ^f77l 777 
*llf71?T 71 — ^ (SO! 5^ *111:7 *5151 'aitf7 TTlPt 71 I Tif C7 t C7 7 l 

7557 717 7777, (5l5lC77 517F7 71757 4^ 77t? “SlfN C7ll'771 ^ ^*517 f7%K57 
C(517 T57, (5151 ’SfTTl^ (777 77*7 *rfe7>l577 CSh *5577 71 I 

Slf%71 ^ 017 fV 50 777577 (?rft 57*^ 7WC(5 *1157 71, 471 5 T*!?!, 

7 7*5517 (OT8 77 7[7 C(ol7 C7157 47.* OH 7l7l *1(7717 7lf77 alKTlTI f^, 
C7*l7 75(5 5t^pl (757 77717 7*57 I 7*171 77771 TlPWT 7f^ \sl(.*(* tWtTH 
(T^ 15 7*57 1 (71^ ^771 5^5(5 7(7 *5151577 'slplJdi (75871 57 ^5t51 5^57 
(5151577 S*tl7 (7 5^57? 477 ^17717 7(57'575'^7 718(7*5^ 4 7557! (7577 
PCTUTI 771 777*17 1 •5l(57"575'fe7 7(7 7l8(^ *171577 $*1717 471 7W7 
7(^ T;^ 71^ *5151 5^57 777^ 4$ (578 Tf# 517 7VI78t7 7(771 
*5151577 report ^»fl^7l TlRi:*® *lt(^ 71 I *115171 public money 4^*5157 
7*t7T7 ■ 7(771 Committee 771^71 771^71 777 7^ 7*577 I 7l7l7 757 57 report 
71 (7T8717 (^ft[57 7(57'575*S7 ^(W(5 7(57155 I ‘571 *71771 7l5t5^ *578 8f^ 
report 71 *118717 7171 (^ 71 8(^ *tl(7, 471 (7171577 7*15 C758 jlv 

♦tftro *11577 Cn «RT report 7871 5^5*555 71 471 report47 ^*llft*t«(ir 815^1 
*I(7«I8 8717 CSh 5$5(555 71 I 7(57'57*$ 7117 8*5817 8f^, Commission 
47 (517171 C771$71 (3118577 (jTl^TI 7tRl577 1 C7(5t5^ (?f(*l5'5 Sift T'tTf 
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ifm 31^1 5# ^ orwft gwfw? 

fewir ?fir ^^5^1 ^R«ic>f 

(?1? c*rQin tfnitBR to i TOflv ^ TO^nr ^rPrain^ 

<(tTOi 3TOt^ ^ ( ^mrs m ^ (m ?fwTc*f^ 

frm cTO I ^ ^fro ^fro ^ i wftwtro 

Wrtt ^*f TOT I C^TOot^ CTO ?fTO?^ 

^Brfrr 5 '^Tc^, cTOotw ®Sin f^Mc^, (TO^ 

?f«TO, CTTO ilR^ C^ Ttf^ cvs-^Pivsk^ 

tfTO:?^ TOT ^<n TO! 1 ^if^’jr'sf, 

JJJff TOT ^ C«Tt^ '^(tC^ I ’TTO ^T^t, 

^Vs ^ c*fTOf ^ c^^rt frr ^rtf^ 

♦ttfro ^ I TO^hr ^ ^finrkTO ^^troi tot^ ^tsitoi ^ ^ 

TO ^ ^3*r5 ^ Enquiry Com- 
mittee ^y[f^ (TfTO ^t%T^ ^ ?{i?ilTO 

<il^‘ ^ c*fC“l4 ^tft^ TO’Tt^fl?^®!? S^t^TO? TOT TOI ^$t51 

^ ^ — <4^ ^Tff^ motion TOT S’lfTO 

4fiwf^ I 

Mr. SHAH 8YED QOLAM 8ARWAR HOSAINi : ?rt^ mm, 

^ fro mmr^ ^f rot? c^m c^icc^ i ^swtot 

sy f< ? :\5f^ I Government4l?r land revenue policy TO^ ^l^lC*t^ ^ 

ifCipsT cmi^ liimcTT c^ mr toi wic^c^ 

cmc^ mc^ c^ ^(# 1 ^ (TO^ TOmmm:®T?r tot 

mi? I tro mft 1%^ to^ froatm ^ ^ifwf ^jm 
(?r ^‘Tit mfro ^ ^ <Rn:®R c^Nw 

TOTT ?’&t'4TO cm^ mc^ f%m tot? i ^ cro^ cmah 
m? 3T#[wft cTOif TOT ftf c^twc^^ ^ TOmmiR:«f? ^ f^i ^ msi 
?^irR ^ TOmm!n:«f?r totr top? c?fc?c^ \ ^ 

TO! CTO mc^ c? ?to ’tto to ^ ciro 

mror mror cm^ mi#m mcro i to^ mof-Hf^ mm, mft 
mtTOR cmc^ 'mmY fwi tort ^fm cm^ifl c? ^ mmm toft c^to <iim 
?r^ ^ w^sT TO rnmro to^ c^tc? mm to^ TOm 
cmcTO^ i ^^rjcm? c?tart| ^ mrnm firo m cror 

f?CTm ft^ft? TOTtcTO fro I mfif a?tf% m c^Nf^ crom^ ^ ’tto ^ 

C^RnpTI Sir, 'mroiY cro mft TOI Govemmentc^ C^TO 

Tjft c? m^TOT groitmm:'!? mroro ?pmm ^<- 5^*11 *j? TOmY 

TOT #81 ♦rtr^ m cmrfC TO ^ Govenniiontc^ CTOlY 



1941.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. 287 

fipf emus tot i g^rm 

^ fror?:^ i gyr ^^c^ <?#fm 

m«r cTfc^cw^ I gwtOTf ^ c^ia n^H i <4^ 

wt*T^ '•^Rth There is danger in reduction of rent. ^| fi| 

^ C^ I fri ^•5ftOT*f^ ^afryi 

'ok?k<n lil^RtlTFT C^ 

I ^ft^rk?p?r gsn <ii^* gs^k^t^ 

gfe c^|iicvs$ I '®(Hk Sales Tax Bill pass ^r3?[t?r *f?P*f 

gwt^ W'Sic'^ gg^'rf^ ^i c^ um esh ^rait fi^ tr -y 

^ I ^srf^ ^ ftgT^ gfef¥^ gm^ 

^ fB^ 4C’fl-j ’rift^Tot^r '<3 ( ? Ff ff t fif i H 

gtfe ^PfPTT^ ^5t^ cbC^ ^ ftn ^ I Sir Bijoy ^7:^ gWiTf 

3TsC*tt^ I c^kT (mi\ m 'artPnn 

'Brfrfkwi ^Jk*>iii i <ii^ fi-nk^ 

a gwt? Tsrk^ ^ i ^^irkiiT-f^ ^ 5^5T ^ tot 

I (TT^^ g^^iOT or^m ^ mR] 

firo gk^ ki I ^ m gta cro c^ tot fecw gftgir 

cm^ S^grfwi tf^ ?Fa ^t p g ^ gt^in 

^ I ^ gt^^Tk^c-H srRprtfg ggtg ^ gwkrtgtgcgg giwgi 

^^iTg fgr^ gwfg tot gc\|?c^ l ^gg Sir Bijoy Prasadc^ 'apjcglg 
<?gtgf| Land Revenue Commissiomfig fegtfe Bill g%rg 

Sgf%^ ^ I <i]^g Billet ggfg gg^c^r gi^ 

erkg I gm^T^rg g^tm <ijg- gtgroig eg 

gg cbkk^ cg'^1% gg ^^sgi i 

Sir, ^ ^^tfg "^ggfg cgkg g^g^egeg^g ^ ^artg^*! 

cgtgll I Certificate g«n gr^f;;^ WW^gf g^l gg I Certificate gy(i gitcg 
c^Msgi SfB^ I ^g* 5^kg cg^gi grg^r cgk^ cif^ gtro^ 

wfig1ggc[ .3^ certificate power I cgtgtgtfiT C^STSItg 'amrtgtg. 

^gg '<3 gtg^ ^rfggrfg (TFT: 1%: ^jggtg gf gf^c^^ gtg g^gk^ 

certificate power gfgtg fg*fg ^ok? gwt^«i gro gtwgi 'afkrtg g^gi 
5i(.vw.s^ I ’®(tgvQ gi fV gkg^ cjfe oertifioate power gt^gtg brt C8&I 
gkrftg gftgcglfcgg ^ ^mg^g g^fgc^ ^ 

gw gf^ cfctllfiig certificate gfg^ gpgtg W^ uig^ ^ egrf?^ 06 

OR certificate ’vg^si gi gtg ^5«pBRT gfgflg gff g cg t *fgcg ^^gtg 
I 

le 
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Sir, 'umi >8 ^ 

CRT ^ 5Tt5 I ?fWl C5tCy ^TltT?^ I 

^ f^lT c^tr^ <itc^ ^ I 

cirfc^ ^ I ^ tptR^ ?:r^ ^ ^ail^ 

57 C5^ ^rf5tC77 f^4»^ Wf^ ^57>S7 1 '*Tf57l 

Coalition Party? tfWI 7C7T %?«t ^ I Coalition 

Party? C5*t? ^5tm address (75t?C3T 5W? 5W? C^fl^ ^ 

(?R?tr57? 7^ ys^c? I '®rt? ^»rt?t? ?^ ?t*^ (Tfc*!? 5C^ 
public meeting address ?r??t? CT^t? C^ I 

'^tTt? ?|C7? ^^t?t? COT 'OTT C?^*> ^®rfe55^ ^TtC^I Sir, ^ ^BftTt? 

f??^*rC^ ?^ C?v5tC? <5?* Hon’ble Mr, Fazlul Huqc^ 

C55fC?C^ ^»rt7t? OT 5? Parliamentary Itfe? f?C?t^ I ^ ?t?l 
Tt^sfT? Father, ?tC?f Tf?! ?W C?tr^ 7*5^ ?^, ‘W? ^It?! 

?t*^ ?r?R (71^ 75ltrt®l il?i^ ft^T’otC? ^ ^®it?t? 7775 

Parliamentary ftfe? c?t? ffertfl I Sir, 'JOT? ?1JC7? 

57l? C7^ I ?^C*T^ ?*1^ tp^tTT?? '^ft? f% ^5fHl ?Tn 

C7775 ^ttC? I 

C«itC4? C5\'^ ¥Ck^ I ^5t?1 'Sii 7? cut motion^ij? C?tC7f I 

^ WtC^ C? ^5F;ft?^iPR ^ 7? I ^5rt7?l C77?^ 5Wr 5W? 

(7Tf?fC?r cut motion^? nq ^ &75? fTOTCf/f 

cut motion 71 I tfTt? Tft Fazlul Huq 7ti::57W 

^5t?l &5? tOTC^ 5tWt? 5W? cut motion '^TtT?! ?f?l7 

7#r CTtT^ 5?r 7rC5?r^ support C?^" | Sir, ?prt7 ?tC7^ TCTf 

“?tC^ <7f=«t775 Ttf? ^ ^77 %fl'’ I CTtT^ 5^ 7tC5? ?f7 7t?l 

?t*7t? ?f^tC77 C’^fC^ -jfe C77 ^ij?* TpfTC? fTOT TtTl Tt'TtTTP 

7S77R ^TfTtOT T^CT? ^^5^^ ?T7“t 71 I 

gWt? C5tC5^ Coalition Party? 1 ^5tC7? ^5?¥ C^ ^7^C7*^C^ 

CTf?f| \5t?l 7^ ?t*7l? 5^C^, Tt’STTl 5^5 

^ fi7, ^5tC7? relief fiR, ^SfCT? 71^ ^C? ^?* ^5tC7? bfCTT? 

tffe 75t^J^fe? 7CW ^BdlVi T?»7 vi)?* ?t*7t? WfTTtf? 5ti>^*T 7F?R I 

AdJoumiMiit. 


It being 8-5 p.m. — 

The Assembly was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 27th 
March, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B G. Pr«8»-l941-4J-1846A-«95. 
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Angla-liidla duta Mills at dasatdal 

Workmen of the—: (Q.) p. 100. 


Ariai RU 
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Gratia 
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ianarjli Mr. Satya Priya 
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Barma, Mr. PutpaJIt 
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Barman, Babu Upandra Nath 
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Bhowmlk, Or. QaMfMla Chandra 

42 — Co-operation: (Q.) pp. 124-127. 
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BItwat, Mr. Ratfk Lai 

29— Police: pp. 49-50. 
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